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PREFACE. 


JN the prefent multipUcitj of books, to obtrude a new work upon 
the Public argues an opinion in the Author, that it either contains 
fome new information, or if the matter is old, that it is in a drefs 
which is both original and advantageous. To the latter the writer 
of thefe pages makes no pretenfions ; with refpedl to the former, the 
fault is his own if the work Ihould be found to contain no informa- 
tion but what is already familiar to his countrymen. 

Attached in a profeffional capacity to the Britifh Military Miffion 
which accompanied the &rmy of the Grand Vizier iti its route 
through Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, during the late memorable cam- 
paign, he was certainly in a fituation peculiarly advantageous for 
obfervlng the manners, cuftoms, and habits of the Turkifli nation, 
not only in peace, but in war. His profeffion afforded him many 
opportunities for improving thefe advantages, by an intimate com- 
munication not only with the Grand Vizier himfelf, but with the 
principal perfonages of the Ottoman empire. 

In the courfe of his travels, he fayv many things which, to him at 
leaft, were uncommon j and he w^as in the habit (partly to relieve 
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his mind from the irkfomenefs of his fituation, and partly in the 
hope of gratifying his particular friends) to note down whatever ap- 
peared worthy of remark. On communicating thefe notes to thofe 
for whom they were originally intended, it was their wifli to fee 
them in print, as containing matter which, according to their partial 
opinion, was calculated to intereft aflill wider circle. Such a talk, 
when he commencecl his journal, he did not expedl he Ihould have 
to encounter; and this ftater^ent, in every refpedf qonfonant to 
truth, he trufts will ftiield him from the feverity of criticifm, which 
is moil properly diredled againft fuch publications as are, from the 
firft, intended to challenge the approbation of the Public. 

He cannot flatter himfelf with the hope that thefe pages, will be 
found equally agreeable to all readers. To fo.me they will appear in 
parts defective, as they undoubtedly are ; to others, the. Author may 
feera occafipnally prolix, in recording; the particulars of conycrla- 

tions held with different individuals,, either on tb©, cwil or on the 

\ 

military Rate of the countries in whieh he refided. Yet- thofe books 
are perhaps the mofl inftrudive, and not the leaR entertaining, 
which record things as they really happened. “ Truth,” fays an ad- 
mired author, “ needs no ornament ; and in my opinion whnt Ihe 
“ borrows from the pencil is deformity.”- 

His profeffional duties led the Author to pay a particular and a 
minute attention to the climate and to the rnaladies of which it is 
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productive. That dreadful difeafe, which has been emphatically 
denominated the Plague, was necelTarily a prominent object in this 
fatal catalogue ; and, unfortunately for the army W'hich he accom- 
panied, few Etiropeans have had equal opportunities of witneffing 
its ravages. The information which he was able to obtain from the 
practitioners of the country he endeavoured carefully to compare 
with the fadls Which fell under his owti obfervation : and he has 
laboured to diveft himfelf of every prejudice in inveffcigating the 
caufes and nature of a malady which has depopulated whole coun- 
tries, and deftroyed myriads of perfons in a Ihort period of time ; 
which bids defiance to every lyftem, and baffles the Ikill of the ableft 
profefifors of the medical art. 

In the orthography of names, whether of perfons or of places, and 
of thofe local terms which relate to the particular ufages of the 
countries he vlfited, the Author has not adhered to any written au- 
thority. In thefe cafes there is a general difagreement among the 
learned : no rule' has been eftablifhed ; nor is it practicable to a 
foreigner to refer to etymology in languages in which he cannot be 
profoundly verfeci He has therefore purfued that method which, 
if net the moft correct, was that which he could with mofi: fafety 
and convenience adopt, to be governed by the ear, and to note down 
thefe names as they were delivered by thofe to whom their oral ufe 
and general application had rendered them familiar. 
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The Author concludes this Preface with an ad of jufticc. His 
grateful acknowledgments are due to Lieutenant- colonel (now Sir 
Charles) Holloway, and to Major Hope, for a copious fupply of ufeful 
and interefting matter ; alfo to Mr. Spilfbury, late furgeon of his 
Majefty’s fhip the Tigre, for feveral accurate Iketches taken by that 
gentleman upon the fpot ; and to Mr. Read, draughtfman, for his 
accurate Iketch of Grand Cairo, and other places, which have proved 
at once ornamental and illuftrativc of the work. 
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CHAPTER r. 

military mission appointed to proceed to turkey— object op the 

MISSION— NAMES OP THE OPPXCERS WHO ACCOMPANIED IT— DEPAR- 
TURE OP GENERAL KOEHLER OVERLAND, AND OF THE AUTHOR BY SEA 
THEIR RESPECTIVE ARRIVALS AT CONSTANTINOPLE— THE CEREMO- 
NIES OF CONSECRATING THE GRAND VIZIER’s STANDARD ; OP THE CA- 
PITAN pacha’s DEPARTURE ; AND OF THE VIZIEr’s TAKING THE FIELD. 

'J^OWARDS the clofe of the year 1798, a plan was formed by ' 
his M^efty s minifters to fend to the dominions of the Grand 
Seignor a Britifh military miffion, which was to proceed to the feat 
of war, and to co-operate with the Turks againft the common 
enemy, the French, who had by that time gained a ftrcwg footing 
in Egypt. For this purpofe General Koehler, who had been at 
Conftantinople on a former occafion, was feledled, together with fe- 
veral officers belonging to the corps of royal engineers and royal ar^* 
tilleiy. Thefe, with a certain number of non-commiffioncd officers 
and privates belonging to the corps of artillery, and a few artificers, 

compofed the above miffion, confiftmg altogether of feyeatf fix 
perfons. ,, - ‘ 



2 


TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 


The officers who were appointed on this occafion to ad under 
General Koehler were. Lieutenant Colonel Holloway, of the royal 
engineers ; Majors Hope and Fead, of the royal artillery ; Major 
Fletcher and Captain Lacy, of the royal engineers ; and Captain 
Leake, of the royal artillery : Captain Franklin, who was in the fer- 
vice of the Honourable Eaft India Company, went in the capacity 
of fecretary to General Koehler ; Mr. Chandler as commiffary ; Mr. 
Whiteman, affillant commiffary ; Meffrs. Read and Pink, draughtf- 
men ; and Dr. Wittman, furgeon, to the miffion. 

In order that no time Ihould be loft in carrjdng into effed the 
important objed which this miffion had in view. Brigadier General 
Koehler, Lieutenant Colonel Holloway, commanding the engineers. 
Major Hope, commanding the artillery. Majors Fead and Fletcher, 
Captain Franklin, and Mr. Pink, fet out from England, in the 
month of December, to proceed overland to Conftantinople. It 
may readily be conceived that, at ft> inclement a feafon of the year, 
they had great difficulties to encounter in the profecution of fucli 
a journey. : But previoufly tso entering upon this fubjed, it will be 
proper to narrate the progrefs of that part of the detachment which 
was to proceed by lea. 

It was the beginning of April before the New Adventure tranf- 
port, having on board the remainder of the officers, the non-com- 
miffioned officers, and the privates, together with the artillery and 
ordnance ftores neceffary for the expedition, Med from England, 
under convoy o3f his Majefty's ffiip the Charon, of forty- four guns, 
4nd made a fafe paffage to Gibraltar, in the courfe of which no re- 
njhrkable incident took place, except the ufual occurrence at thjs 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


3 


feafon of the year of bad weather in the bay of Bifcay, when the 
tranfport being too heavily laden, fprang a leak, and a quantity of 
{lores and jfbme pontoons were obliged to be thrown overboard. A 
military artificer was unfortunately w^aihed off the veiTel by a furf, 
and was immediately drowned. ' 

Early’ in the morning of the 3d of May we weighed anchor, and 
failed from Gibraltar. At ten o’clock bore away with a fair breeze 
from the weflward, which continuing to blow from the fame quar- 
ter, we reached Palermo on the llth of May, after a very agreeable 
paflage of eight days. Our {lay at Palermo afforded us leifure to 
admire the beautiful view of the city, its fuburbs, and the adjacent 
country, which is extremely pleafant and well cultivated, and the 
level furface of which forms a ftriking contrail with the high and 
rugged mountains behind. Our curiofity was indeed wrought to a 
very high pitch, and, flimulated by this, and the averfion to the lea, 
fo natural to thole accullomed to live on Ihore, we felt a very ardent 
delire to land, but were dilappointed. We failed in the evening, 
and were thus prevented from viewing the many curious and Inte- 
relling objedls which Palermo contains. 

On the following day we were becalmed on the coall of Sicily, 
from which we were at fo fmall a dillance, that we had a dillindl 
view of Mount Etna* and Strombolo, than which nothing could be 
more awfully grand. The Lipari illands added to the effedl of this 
fine fcenet , . . 

We pafled on the 13 th through the llraits ofMeffina, and were 
fwept along by the rapid cnrrent without experiencing any 
fant fenlation. : On the contrary, as the day was veryfi^nCrand clear, 

B 2. ' ' '* ' " - 
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we had a full view of the city of Meffina, and the cheering profpcdl 
of a beautiful and richly diverfified coaft, fometimes clouded by the 
recollediion of the dreadful earthquake which a few years fmee 
fpread defolation through this delightful country. 

On the 1 4th, we were becalmed on the coaft of Calabria, On 
the 15th, we made fome progrefs, notwithftanding the wind was 
contrary. Owing to this circumftance, we did not delcry the ifland 
of Zante until the 1 8th, when it was difirant about feven or eight 
leagues. It was in fight on the following day, the little wind that 
there was Rill continuing unfavourable. 

Early in the morning of the 22d, we made Cerigo, which bore 
from us E. N. E. diflant about feven miles. On the 23d, we de- 
feried Milo, whence, after feveral ineffedual attempts to procure a 
pilot, we were driven by a ftrong north-eaft gale upon the Morca. 
From that time until the 25th, we were engaged in working to 
windward, to regain our Ration, which* we at length effected, but 
were driven back. 

On the morning of the 27 th, we Were fb fortunate as to pafs be-- 
tween the iflands of Thermea and Serfo, t-wo of the Cyclades : the 
wind blowing extremely hard Rom the N. E. our mainfail was fplit. 
In the afternoon we were clofe in with Mycone, another of the 
Cyclades. : 

On the 28th, we paRed the ifland of Nicaria: It blew a frefli 
gale, and we fhipped a large quantity of water. Our Rock of frefli 
provifions was by this time exhauRed. 

On the 2gth, we pafled near t$e ifland of Scio ; and on the 3lR, 
.^R^ed Mytelene.'^ , ■ 
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On the evening of the 2d of June we were clofe in with the 
ifland of Tenedos ; and, being becalmed on the following day, were 
driven by the force of the current, which let in from the mouth of 
the Dardanelles, too far to the weftward to be enabled to make for 
the flraits. 

On the 4th, in the afternoon, we entered the Dardanelles ; but, 
the wind dying away, were under the neceffity of coming to an 
anchor foon after, at the dillance of five miles within the entrance. 
We were there detained by contrary winds until the llth, when a 
favourable gale fpringing up, we made fail at about eleven o’clock 
in the morning, and pafled the town of Gallipoli at five in the 
afternoon. 

Early in the morning of the 14th, we were in fight of Confian- 
tinople. We were Ihortly afterwards overtaken by a ftorm of thun- 
der, lightning, and rain. At three in the afternoon we came to 
anchor in the harbour, the Charon and ^ranlport having fired a 
royal falute on paffing the Seraglio, which the reader need not be 
informed is the palace of the Grand Seignor. This term has been 
vulgarly applied to all places where the oriental people confine 
their women, but, in fadf, thefe are called Harams, and the word 
Seraglio is a ftridlly local .^appellation. The city, harbour, and en- 
viYons, prefented a magnificent ipedfacle, new in every refpeft to our 
eyes, both as to the architedture of the principal edifices and the 
conftrudlion of the city itfelf, but which was on the whole extremely 
fine and pi(2;urefque. 

The whole of the miffion was now aflembled at Cbnf^ntinople. 
The officets vvho had proceeded thither over la^id, Il^ anxioully 
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waited our arrival ; and on our fide we felt an equal impatience to 
join them. Our mutual greetings were followed by mutual en- 
quiries ; and we colleded from them the following particulars rela- 
tive to their journey, and to the events which had occurred during 
heir refidence in the capital of the Turkifh dominions. 

Their journey, in the outfet, had been attended by uncommon 
feveritiesj fuch, however, as might have been expeded from a fca- 
fon more rigorous than any which had been experienced for many 
years. In paffing oyer to the continent, they had, at the entrance 
■ of the Hbe, been fliipwreckcd among the Ihoals of icc ; and, to 

relieve themfelvcs from this perilous fituation, had been under the 

* 

neceffity of paffing over the ice, to the extent of two miles, to gain 
the Ihore. By this effort, however, they were providentially faved. 
They now profecuted their journey to Conftantinoplc, where they 
arrived in the month of March lygg, having fet out, as has been 
mentioned before, towards the dole of the preceding year. 

On the 17th of the following month, April, it was officially no- 
tified to them, that the Grand Vizier had appointed the following 
day for their firfo prefentation. He had made choice of this day, 
as being that which was fixed on for the ceremony of the confocra- 
tion of his ffandard, previoufly to his takipg the field, and to his 
promotion to the rank of a pacha of three tails— ta cerenpiony which 
could not fail to be highly gratifying to ftrangers. To this mark 
of attention out officers were not infenfible. 

At eleven o clock in the morning they were conduded to the 
fublime Porte, under an efqort of a body of janiffaries, and attended 
by an interpreter. They were led to an apartment, whepqe they 
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had a view of the hall of the divan, and of an extcnfivc court-yard, 
in which a very numerous body of Turks was affembled at prayers. 
A little before noon the ffcandard, fupported by feveral of the great 
oiEcers of Rate, was brought with great ceremony from the hall, 
and carried to the bottom of a flight of fteps, the different religious 
fedls, the Mufti, Imans, Dervices, &c. being in front of the pro- 
ceffion. A folemn prayer, in which the fpedtators joined, having 
been repeated, and the Mufti perceiving . that the fu'n was at its 
meridian height, the ftandard was raifed and planted. This part of 
the ceremony having been accompliflied, twelve fheep were immo- 
lated, and the foot of the flandard walked with their blood. In 
this Rate it was to remain during forty days, at the expiration of 
which time his Royal Highnefs was to take the field. The great 
officers, namely, the Mufti, the head of the Ulema, the Kiabey, 
the Reis EfFendi, the Tefterdar, the Janififary Aga, &c. who had 
attended on this occafion, now took leave, the Mufti being accom- 
panied to his carriage, a finall clofe vehicle covered with fcarlet 
cloth, by the Vizier himfelf. On the clofe of the ceremony the 
Britilh officers were introduced to the Reis EfFendi, or fecretary 
of flate for foreign affairs, by whom they were conducted and pre- 
fented to his royal highnefs the Grand Vizier. They found him 
feated in the corner of a room, richly furnifhed in the Turkilh fiyle, 
and furrounded by a numerous body of attendants and mutes, all 
of them fuperbly and elegantly drefTed. Our ofificers being feated, 
they were ferved, according to the cuflom of the country, with 
pipes, f#eetmeats, coffee, fherbet, rofe- water, and othey pdr&mes. 
No mark of difiin<||ion due to their, rati wte negledldd 'hn. this oc- 
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cafion ; and after they had been apprifed that an early day would 
be appointed for a fecond interview, they withdrew. 

This interview was not delayed. It took place five days after the 
preceding one, on the 22 d of April, at the kiofquc at Kciithana, 
where his highnels the Vizier had aflembled a party of Turhifli 
artillery, and a corps of infantry, for a review, and for artillery 
pradice. The latter fucceeded much better than our officers had 
been led to exped. The Turkifli artillery-men beat down the tar- 
get feveral times, and their mortar pradicc was by no means con- 
temptible. Lefs praife was due to the manoeuvres of the infantry, 
and to the fham-fight which enfued. 

The 26th of April was' the day' appointed for the ceremony of 
the Capitan Pacha taking leave of the Sultan, prcvioufly to the 
failing of his fleet, which was to ad in concert with the Ottoman 
land forces. The following was the etiquette obferved on this oc- 
cafion, at which the Britifli officers were prefent. The Sultan, fur- 
rounded by his guards, officers of ftate, and attendants, all richly 
dtfeffed, was feated in a inagnificent kiofque, at a fmall diftance 
from the Seraglio point: The Capitan Pacha having been intro- 
duced, and having had a fhort conference with the Grand Seign’or, 
the purport of which was, as we conjedured, to receive his high 
commands and pleafure, was invefted with a rich caftan, or robe of 
honour. ; Six of the captains of his fleet were next conduded tq> 
within a few paces of the Sultan, and having made their obeifance, 
were invefl;^ with the Caftan. The Capitan Pacha now retired, 
being fuppofted on each .fide by an attendant, as is cuftomary , with 
-all of rank^on thefe'‘pnbli;p,,<fecaiifOp^,;,and led. byLl^te.-^iiroper 
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officers. He was in this manner conduced to a very elegant tuenty- 
four oared barge of a great length, richly gilt and ornamented. 
Another barge of the fame defcription carried his flag ; and this was 
followed by four barges, with twenty rowers in each. Such were 
the ceremonials obferved on the return of the Capitan Pacha to his 
Ihip, the Sultan Selim, the guns at the Seraglio point, and the men 
of war, tainting him on his way. 

On the 20th of May, General Koehler and the officers proceeded 
to Scutari, in Afia Minor, oppofite to Conftantinople, to be prefent 
at the ceremony of the Vizier taking the field. ■ His Highnefs 
having taken leave of the Grand Seignor, pafled over to Scutari, 
the guns at the Seraglio point faluting him on his way. At Scutari, 
the ftreets through which he pafled were lined with troops, both 
cavalry and infantry. He was attended by the Kaimacan, Capitan 
Pacha, and all the great officers of ftate, preceded by a band of 
Turkiffi mufic, and by a group of gladiator^i, who Ikirmiflied as 
the proceffion paffed along. The troops, by whom his Highnefs 
was accompanied, confifting both of cavalry and infantry, were clad 
and armed in various ways. Some of them were enveloped In 
curious network coats of mail of fteel ; others wore yellow drefles, 
decorated with ribbons of different colours hanging from the 
Ihoulders, and brafs helmets on their heads. Others again were 
clad in party-coloured dreffes. While a part of them were armed 
with fpears, or lances, from twelve to fourteen feet in length, 
others carried ftiort, twifted, ‘rifle- barrel guns, the reff muffcets, 
carbines, &e. The whole of them wore fwords and piflols in faflies 


c 
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faftened round their waift. The Vizier, the Capitan Pacha, the 
Kaimacan, and other officers, were mounted on beautiful horfes 
richly caparifoned. The one which his Highnefs rode made the 
moft magnificent appearance, the embroidered trappings being 
ftudded with gems, pearls, &c. The hilt of the handjar, or dirk, 
which his Highnefs carried at his fide, was covered with a profufion 
of diamonds. 

It is impoffible to contemplate thefe pompous ceremonies, and 
not to contrail: them with the fecrecy and filence with which the 
firll: movements of European armies are undertaken. It mull be a 
trifling nation which can delay an expedition of importance, even 
for a fingle day, left Ibme little rite or ceremony ffiould be omitted. 
And it is truly impolitic thus to advertife an enemy, for even 
months beforehand, of the advance of an army. When thefe cir- 
cumftances, and the fails which wfill be hereafter related, are con- 
fidered, the reader will not be furprifed at the little fuccefs which 
commonly attends the Turkifli military operations. 

A number of dervifes were diftributed among the Turkifli troops, 
who are conftantly attended when they go to war by perfons of 
this charailer, to exhort them to valour, and to kindle up their en- 
thufiafm by their Ihouts and finging. 

The Vizier s camp was formed about a mile without the town 
of Scutari. On this occafion a vsdl multitude of peribns of both 
lexes, whom curiofity had drawn thither, attended, but not the 
flnaileft accident or difturbance enfued. 

On the ift of June his Highneft proceeded on his jn^ch for 
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Syria. Major Fletcher, of the royal engineers, was ordered 
company him on this lervice ; but was unfortunately taken ill a few 
days after he fet out, and under the neceflity of returning to Con- 
ftantinople. 

About the fame time, M^or Fead, of the royal artillery, was 
ordered to St. John d Acre, to which place he proceeded in a Turkifh 
fliip of war. This excellent ofBcer fhortly afterwards fell a vi<ftini 
to a malignant fever. 
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VISIT TO rERA— CAFTAISr FRANKLIN RETURNS TO ENGLAND — DESCRIP- 
TION OP CONSTANTINOPLE — ^MOSSUES AND MINARETS — EXTERNAL AP- 
PEARANCE OP THE CITY THE SERAGLIO — SUBURBS OP GALETA, PERA, 

AND TOPHANA — SCUTARI — THE BOSPHORUS — POPULATION AMUSE- 
MENTS TURKISH SHIPS — INTERIOR OF THE TURKISH HOUSES — CERE- 

MONIES — DOGS — POLICE. 


the evening of the 14th of June, the day on which we landed 
from the tranfport, I walked to Pera. I fhould have obferrcd, 
that the general and officers who had proceeded to Conftantinoplc 
overland, had taken up their refidence at Buyukdere, a village fitu- 
ated on the lea-Iide, within fourteen miles of the capital. This vil- 
lage was alfo deftined to be my head quarters until the military 
operations ffiould commence. 

On the 15th, we had a vifit from Captain Franklin, who dined 
with us . he had religned, and was on the eve of his departure for 
England. I made another excurfion to Pera. 

On the 17 th, Lieutenant-colonel Holloway, Major Hope, and 
Mr. Pink, one of the draughtfmen, fet off to infpedb the forts in, 
the Dardanelles, and the adjacent coaffcs. 

I now had fufficient leifure to examine Conflantinople, its fuburbs, 
and Its dependencies, of which the following is a brief account. 

Conftantinople, comprehending its fuburbs, fomc of which are fo 
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large that fcveral authors have been led to confider them as diftind 
cities, is of very confiderable extent. It is in the form of an une- 
qual triangle, having one of its fides towards the fca of Marmora, 
another in front of the harbour, and tL,, -third towards the land. 
Being" built on feven hills, on the {ides of which the houfes are 
placed, it has at a little diftance the appearance of a vaft amphithe- 
atre, {Iretching itfelf over a very extenfive territory. The mofques, 
or places of public worfhip, of vvhich the principal one was the ce- 
lebrated chriftian church of St. Sophia, which name it {till retains, 
are numerous, and feveral of them very large. They are not pro- 
vided with bells ; but each of them has one or feveral minarets, on 
which the muczins, or criers, are ilationed to call the people to 
prayers. Thefe minarets bear a firong refemblance in their form to 
a tall candle, having an extinguifher at its top. 

Nothing can be grander or more beautifully pi£lure{que than the 
external appearance of Conftantinople and of its vicinity. Withia 
it has lefs to recommend it, the houfes being but indifferently buiit,_ 
and the ftreets very narrow. 

The Seraglio, or palace of the Grand Sultan, occupies the fpace 
on which the ancient city of Byzantium formerly flood, at the ex- 
tremity of the angle formed by the fea of Marmora and. the Bof- 
phorus. It is by far the moft beautiful part of Conflantinople, the 
prqjcdling land on which it flands being covered by groves of cy- 
prefs trees, which give a fublime efFe<3; to the magnificent buildings 
of which the palace is compofed. 

On the oppofite fide of the harbour, the towns, or, more properly, 
fpeaking, fuburbs of Galata, Pera, and Tophana, are fituated; and. 
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on the Aliatic lide, oppofite the point of the leraglio, ftands the 
town or fuburb of Scutari. From the great floping of the hills on 
.which they are placed, thefe fuburbs have a very fine and romantic 
appearance, the houfes feeming as if built tier upon tier. Being, 
however, principally confhrudled of wood, which is foon fretted 
and decayed by the intenfe heat of the fun in fuch a climate, the 
grandeur of the feene is diminiftied on a near approach. Between 
them cyprefs trees rear their lofty heads, and add greatly to the 
fublimity of the general effedl. The cemeteries are allb thickly 
planted with thefe trees ; and the feene is thus rendered beautifully 
pidlurefque. In Ihort, the external view of Conftantinople, and of 
its environs, is at once fublime and plcafing ; and with this view the 
traveller ought to content himfelf, fince, on a nearer infpedlion, he 
will find little to gratify his curiofity, or to excite his admiration. 

The Bofphorus, a beautiful canal, or narrow fea, from a mile to 
a mile and a half in breadth, and about twenty miles in length, 
forms the communication between the Euxine, or Black Sea, and 
the fea of Marmora, the ancient Propontis. In the formation of 
its banks, which are lofty, and lined with an exquifite variety of 
beautiful trees and Ihrubs, nature has been lavilh in the extreme. 
Several villages are interfperfed; and at the fea-fide the Grand Seignor, 
the Vizier, Capitan Pacha, &c. have elegant kiofques, or pleafure- 
houfes, for their fummer refidence. Throughout the whole extent 
of the -canal the highefi; ftate of cultivation prevails, its fliores being 
covered with vineyards, gardens, and orchards, containing a great 
diverfity of the fineft fruits. Were the Turks polTefled of a tafte at 
aM proportionate to the advantages which this fituation affords, and 
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at the fame time placed under a government fimilar to our own, 
the banks of the Bofphonis would become one of the moft beautiful 
Ipots in the world. Xhey at prefent lofe all the beauties of the 
perfpe«5livc from the eminences, their villages being built dole to 
the canal lide, with ftages or landing places prcyedling over the 
water. There the inhabitants aflemble, and remain for fev'cral 
hours together, Imoking their pipes, and. enjoying the cooL refrelh- 
ing breeze. 

Upon the Bolphorus a great number oF boats are confkantly in 
motion : they are neat and prettily decorated. The boatmen being 
very expert, they are rowed with great fwiftnefs and addrefs. 

To return to Conftantinople. Its population, which has been al- 
moft always over-rated, certainly does not exceed four hundred 
thoufand fouls ; and a great part of this population is abforbed by 
the fuburbs ; no Frank, or Chriftian, being allowed to refide in the 
city, properly fo called. The Franks inhabit Galata and Pera, in 
the latter of which fuburbs are the houfes of all the foreign minif- 
ters, who frequently give balls, concerts, and other entertainments 
to the Frank inhabitants. Theft entertainments are fully attended, 
more particularly by the Greeks, who are very fond of dancing. 
During the carnival there are mafquerades, in which many of the 
charafters are well fupported. 

The harbour of Conftantinople is fafe and commodious for Ihip- 
ping. The Turks pay great attention to the external decoration of 
their fhips of war. Yellow is the predominating colour with which 
the ftdes of their Ihips are painted.- Their merchant veffels, which 
almoft exclufively navigate the Black Seai are named caicks. Great 
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numbers of thefe veffcls are loft through the ignorance and ftupidity 
■of the Turkifh pilots, who fcarcely ever venture out of fight of the 
land ; and who, when they do, are almoft fure to encounter forae 
accident. The crews, both of the men of war and merchantmen, 
are for the greater part compofed of Greek failors. 

The economy and arrangement of the interior of the Turkifli 
houfes are deferving of notice. The apartments are, in general, 
gaudily ornamented, the ceilings being of different colours. In each 
of them a part is fet afidc for a raffed platform, which is elevated 
about a foot from the floor, and is in width from five to fix feet. 
On this platform mattreffes covered with cloth, or linen, are laid, 
and cufliions placed from one extremity to the other, fo as to give 
the whole the appearance of one continued platform. On the floor 
a handfbme mat is fpread. The windows are latticed, but not 
glazed. Neither tables nor chairs conftitute any part of the furni- 
ture, and indeed they would be fuperfluous, the Turks conftantly 
fitting with their legs under them like taylors. When a Frank is 
introduced to a Turk of diftindion, the latter does not rife to re- 
ceive him ; but his fifiter advances towards him, and bows, with 
his right hand placed on his breaft, this being the cuftomary mode 
of falutation for Chriftians in their intercourfe with the Mahomc- 
dans. The Turk now waves his hand to his gueft to fit down on 
the fopha, and the converfation is carried on through the medium 
of a dragoman, or interpreter. The uncovering of the head would 
appear as ablurd to a Turk, as it would teem ridiculous elfewherc, 
if any one, in fainting another, was to take off his wig. The Turks, 
who are great fmokers, are feldom without a pipe in the mouth. 
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In the ftreets of Conftantinople there is an incredible number of 
dogs, which appear to be all of the fame race, nearly refembling our 
fliepherd’s dog. They are a great nuiiance. The bowlings of thefe 
hungry and half-ftarved animals during the night are truly hideous. 
As they have no mailers to acknowledge them, and to adminifter 
to their wants, they have to feek their precarious fubliilence abroad, 
which they rake up from among the filth thrown out from the 
houfes. So defedlive, indeed, is the police in point of cleanlinels, ’ 
-that thefe dogs, and the vultures, are the only fcavengers in Coh- 
fiantinople. In the cemeteries, great numbers of doves, which the 
Turks do not attempt to moleft, inhabit the cyprels groves ; and, 
indeed, fwarm wherever thefe trees are planted. 
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CHAPTER III. 

BEMOTAL TO BUYUKDERE— DESCRIPTION OP THAT VILLAGE— FAVOURIXi. 
AMUSEMENTS Of THE GRAND SEIGNOB. — BARRACKS APPOINTED FOR THL 
MISSION AT- LEVANT CHIFLICK— DESCRIPTION OP THAT PLACE— DY- 
SENTERY PREVALENT AMONG THE SOLDIERS OF THE MISSION— INTRO- 
DUCTION TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OP THE SUBLIME PORTE EX- 
CjgSSIVE HEAT — DESCRIPTION OF THE TURKISH HORSES, AND THE MODE 
OF TREATING THRM — ^MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON THE NATURAL HIS- 
TORY, 8CC. OF THE COUNTRY — PROGS AND GRASSHOPPERS EVENING 
"WALKS AT BUYUKPERE, AND AMUSEMENTS OF THE GREEKS DRESS 
AND MANNERS OP THE TURKISH WOMEN; OP THE GREEKS ABUN- 
DANCE" AND CHEAPNESS OP PROVISIONS AT BUYUKDEEE OXEN AND 
BUFFALOES— HARVEST IN TURKEY — OPPRESSIONS EXERCISED BY" THE 
•MAHOMMEDANS ON THE CHBISTIANS— GRAND SEIGNOR VISITS CHIFLK.K, 
AND DISTRIBUTES SMALL MONEY TO THE ENGLISH SOLDIERS— TURKS 
TAUGHT TO PRACTISE WITH RED HOT SHOT DESCRIPTION OF KAl- 
THANA, THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR ARTILLERY EXPERIMENTS— ON 
BOARD THE CHARON “PIND TWO ENGLISHMEN REDEEMED FROM SLA- 
TTERY — LIBERAL CONDUCT OF A FRENCH OFFICER— GREEK REJOICINGS 

ON ST. John’s day — entertainment at the Russian ambassa- 

X)Or’s visit to CONSTANTINOPLE ACCOUNT OP THE BAXARS- — -FUG- 

THEK REMARKS ON THE CITY THE SERAGLIO — THE MINT MOSOUE 

OF SANTA-SOPHIA — GREEK AMUSEMENTS — VISIT ON BOARD THE SUL- 
TAN SELIM — SICK ANDWOUNDED SOLDIERS ARRIVE PROM ACRE — CON- 
FERENCES WITH THE TURjKISH SECRETARY OF WAR ON THIS SUBJECT 
— ORDER TO ATTEND THE GRAND SEIGNOR. 

the 1 8th of June I removed my baggage, medicines, &c. 
to Buyukdere, -where I took up my refidence in a houfc pro- 
vided for US clofe to the fea £hore. 
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The village of Buyukdere is very pleafmgly fituated on the Euro- 
pean lidc of the BolphoruSj not far from the entrance of the Black 
Sea, and is diftant from Conftantinople about twelve miles. As its 
name implies, it ftands on a large level furface, buyuk in the Turkifti 
fignifying great, and dere a- valley. It commands a moil; delightful 
and romantic view. In its front is a beautiful ftrand, and behind it 
feveral heights or promontories, the feenery of which is piaurefquc 
in the extreme. On account of the agreeablenefs of its fituation, 
Buyukdere has been chofen as the refidcnce of feveral members oi 
the diplomatic corps, whofe palaces are fituated on the eaftern fide 
of the plain. To the weft of the village there is an extcnfive mea- 
dowy in the centre of which is a groupe of very large plane trees. 
To this fpot the Grand Seignor frequently retires in the fummer 
feafon, and is entertained by companies of rope-dancers, mounte- 
banks, &c. Thefe paftimes, in the courfe of which the mofk inde- 
cent buffoonery is occafionally introduced, are highly agreeable to 
him. The caftle of Buyukdere Hands on a lofty mountain, its po- 
lition being not unlike that of Dover- caftle. It was built in the 
fifteenth century by the order of Sultan Mahomed, by whom the 
city of Conftantinople was taken by ftorm, the emperor Conftan- 
tine falling in the attack by the hands of two Turks. 

In company with General Koehler and the other officers^ on the 
IQth, I dined with the Ruffian arnbafTador at his palace at Buyuk- 
dere, where we were fumptuoufly entertained. In the naorning 
the general »d myfelf went to Ii/cvaht Chiffick to inlpeft the bar- 
racks, which ^i-e deftihed to reefcite our detachment This place- 

P 2 ' 
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is diftant about feven miles from Buyukdere, and nearly midway 
between it and Pera. A capitan pacha having formerly relidcd 
there, has bellowed on it its name, levant fignifying a Jailor, and 
chiflick a farm. Several of the country refidcnces belonging to the 
Turkifli grandees are alfo denominated chiflick, or Ike farm. Our 
ride was very agreeable. The country in the vicinity of Levant 
Chiflick is open and hilly, conflfting principally of w'aftc lands co- 
vered by fern and heath. There are, however, feveral Ipots laid out 
in gardens and vineyards. The foil, which is in fome parts argilla- 
ceous, in others fandy with a mature of flate, is in general poor ; 
but in the valleys, which are befl: cultivated, tolerable crops of hay 
" are produced. The quantity grown being however infuflicient for 
the fupport of the cattle in winter, they then fall off, and become 
poor and lean. During the fummer feafon they are kept in good 
condition by the feed on the wafle lands. 

On the 20th, twenty men belonging to the miflion, and feveral 
women, were fent to the above barracks. 

On the 21 ft, I went on board the New Adventure traniport, lying 
in the harbour of Conftantinople. In the afternoon I returned to 
Buyukdere by water. In the courfe of this day we had much thun- 
der, lightning, and rain. 

On the 22d, I rode to Levant Chiflick. The Turkiflr horfes are 
in general ftnall, from eleven to twelve and thirteen hands high, 
but they are fure footed. The Turkifli &ddle is fomewhat incon- 
venient to Europeans ; and as fpurs are not employed, the rider is 
obliged to have recourfe to his flarrups when he wiflies the animal 
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on which he is mounted to quicken his pace. It was with much 
anxiety that I found the numbers on the fick lift to have encreafed, 
the prevailing complaint being dyfentery. 

On the 23d, the remainder of the detachment, with feveral of 
the officers, w^ere fent to the barracks at Levant Chiflick, which I 
viffted for the purpofe of arra.nging my quarters, &c. for my occa- 
fional attendance. In thefe barracks we found a Turkifli corps train- 
ing to a more regular fyftem of military taftics than they had hi- 
therto been accuftomed to. The other officers and myfelf were 
ftill to remain with the general at Buyukdere. 

This day the military officers and the other gentlemen belonging 
to the miffion, who had not already gone through that ceremony, 
that is, thofe among us who had reached Conftantinople by fea, 
were introduced to the Kiamakan, Capitan Pacha, &c. We were 
received with the cuftomary Turkifh compliments, and were treated 
with coffee, ftierbet, pipes and tobacco, and perfumes. 

I dined this afternoon with Mr. Abbot, an Englifh merchant, and 
treafurer to the Levant company, who had been fettled in Turkey 
forty-five years. He gave me fome very ufeful information relative 
to the plague, and informed me that there were at that time two 
cafes of this difeafe at Pera. 

On the 24th and 25th, I paid my cuftomary vifits to the barracks 
at Levant Chiflick. Ehiring the night of the 24th, Mrs. Wilkinfon, 
wife to a corporal of the royal artiller}', fell a vidim to a dyfenteric 
complaint. On that day we had- very heavy Ihowers of rain, with 
much thunder and lightning. The heat was exceffive, the thermo- 
meter at fix in the evening being at eighty-four in the fliade, and 
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the barometer at thirty. In the mean time the number of hek, la- 
bouring chiefly under dyfenteric complaints, was much cncrealed. 

On the 26th, on my return from the barracks, I dined with tin- 
ge neral. 

On the 27th, I rode to the barracks on a fmall grey horfe of the. 
country breed, which I had procured for the purpofe. The mode 
of Ihoeing horfes in Turkey diflers elTentially^ from ours. The 
whole of the foot is covered by a thin plate of iron, the centre ex- 
cepted, in which there is a fmall perforation about the fizc of an 
Englifli halfpenny. I did not obferve that lamenefs was prevalent 
among thefe horfes, who require much management. Alter one cl 
them has been ridden, it is the cuftom to walk him m the open air 
for an hour or two, previoufly to his being put into the liable. The 
Turkifli horfes are fed, while in the ftable, upon barley and chafi' 
(or barley alone), and that Iparingly, once or at mofl twice daily , 
once a day they have water ; they litter them in their own dung, 
which is firll dried in the fun. The Turks are excellent grooms ; 
the Ikins of the horfes are kept Tcry clean and fliining, as they fre- 
quently walh them all over with fbap and water. In ffcables, and 
when not ridden, the horfes are always fettered or tethered with 
cords, in order to prevent their lying down, and to keep them quiet, 
as the principal or heft horfes are flalhons. The faddle is fcarccly 
ever totally removed from the horfe s back, except to clean him, 
even when in liable, and they are otherwife kept very warm, with 
thick clothes, and hoods, &c. 

I fhail novv make a fhort digreffion from my journal to deferibe 
fevferal partmulars relative to the ebuntry in which I refided. The 
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frogs in Turkey are very large ; and it is impoffible to defcribe the 
nolfe they make, which mull be heard to form a competent idea of 
it. The grafshoppers are alfo of a large fize, and extremely noify. 
In my rides to Chiflick my ears were perpetually dinned by the 
croaking of the former, and the difcordant notes of the latter of thefe 

creatures. 

Our evening walks on the ftrand in front of Buyukdere were very 
pleafant and cheerful. This fpot has a ftrong refemblance to the 
beach at Weymouth. The Greeks, and indeed moft of the inha- 
bitants, affemble in the evening to walk, or to amufe themfelves m 
boats, which are rowed up and down in front of the village. Mufic 
and fmging conftitute a part of thefe aquatic amufements,' and, 
without being of the moft exquifite kind, ferve to_ diverfify and en- 
liven the feene. 

Buyukdere may with fome propriety be compared to the tower 
of Babel: individuals belonging to almoft every nation refiding 
there, a ftrange mixture of languages muft confequently enfue. The 
dreftes of the inhabitants are as varied as are the languages. The 
Turkifti women are fair ; they cover the face, the eyes and a part of 
the nofe excepted, with a piece of white raullin: another piece of 
muflin envelops the head. This part of their drefs is ftyled mahra- 
mail. In ftature they are rather low, and corpulent, the latter con- 
dition being much admired among themfelves : they are ufually clad 
in a long green garment, which hangs very low behind, w' 
fquare cape, rcfembling on the whole a riding drefs, and it is called 
firedgh They wear yellow boots with flippers over them, but the 
ktter they takd off on, entering a houfe. They ftam their finger- 
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nails of a red colour, or, more properly fpeaking, of a very deep 
orange, with the dried leaves, diluted with water, of the henna, or 
Egyptian privet (lewfonta hiermis, Lin.), a large flirub, which is 
much cultivated both in Turkey and in Egypt for this purpofe. 

The Turkifh females always walk abroad by thcmfelves ; in fine 
weather they refort to fome favourite fpot without the tow'n.s, oc- 
cupy the banks, or feat themfelves on the tomb-floncs in their ce- 
meteries, where they fit quietly for hours together. They appear to 
lead a mofl indolent life j their recreations and exercifes being ex- 
tremely limited. 

The Greek women have the face, which is beautiful and of an 
oval form, uncovered. Their eyes are black, as are alfo their eye- 
brows, to which,, as well as to their eyelids, they pay a particular 
attention, rubbing them over, to beftow on them a deeper hue, with 
a leaden ore reduced to an impalpable powder, blended with an 
unduous matter to give it confiftence. Their complexion is gene- 
rally pale. They wear their hair, which is of a great length, and of 
a deep fhining black, in trefies, and fometimes turned back in a 
fanciful way on the head. In other inftances it hangs loofely down 
the back, extending to the hips. They are commonly dreffed in a 
pelice of filk, fatin, or fbme other material : they are coflly in their 
attire, in the choice of which they are not attached to any particular 
colour, On the head they wear a finall cap. The drefs of the 
men nearly refemblcs that of the Turks ; but they are not allowed 
to wear the kowouk, qr turban of white muflin, for which they are 
obliged to fubllitute the calpac, or blue turban, and none of the 
Greeks can wear yellow boots or flippers, except th'ofe who are in 
the ffervice ofithe foreign miniflers, dec. 
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The Greek women marry at about the age of fifteen : they arc 
fhort lived. At twenty-five they wrinkle and decay, bearing the 
appearance altogether of old women. They have fine children, 
who, however, partake of the palid complexion of the mothers. It 
is unquefliionably to the tOo frequent ufe of the warm bath, to 
w'^hich the Greek women are fo much habituated, that their very 
relaxed and debilitated fiate is to be afcribed ; and this abufe, added 
to their natural indolence and their inaction, as certainly tends to 
Ihorten their lives. 

In Plate I. will be found a faithful reprefentation of a Greek . 
woman. 

During courtlliip, the Greek lover ferenades his miftrefs either in 
front of her houfe, or from the water. On thefe occafions he re- 
cites, in a pathetic long, the warmth and fincerity of his paffion, &c. 
Thefe nodurnal ferenades, which are devoted to love, are lb fre- 
quent at Buyukdere, as to break in on the repole of its inhabitants ; 
and a perfon of a lively fancy might be led to fuppole that the deity 
of love had made it his favourite refidence, from the beauty and 
amenity of this enchanting fpot. 

I have already obferved, that Buyukdere is the lummer refidence 
of feveral of the ambalTadors : it is alfo that of many perfons of pro- 
perty and diftindlion, who refide at Pera during the winter fealbn. 
Nearly oppofite to this village, on the bank of the Bofphorus, is a 
fountain overhung with beautiful clumps of trees, much frequented 
on moonlight evenings by the Greeks, Armenians, and others. This, 
however, happens at a particular feafon only of the year, when the 
clear tranfparency of the moon’s light, illuminating the foliage which 

E 
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furrounds them, as well as the dlftant objeds, invites the company 
to fpend late hours in the enjoyment of fo charming a Icenc. 

At Buyukdere mutton,- beet and bread arc plcntiiul, and fold at 
a very reafonable price; as are alto poultry ot every defeription. 
Eggs are in great plenty ; but the cheefe and butter are very^ indif- 
ferent. The wines, both red and white, made at Buyukdere, arc 
very cheap, the oka (which weighs two pounds ten ounces, or fomc- 
what more than an Englifli bottle) being fold at fiom eight to ten 
paras, that is, from four pence to five pence Englitli money. The 
vegetables, which are pretty nearly of the fame kinds as in England, 
namely, broad beans, French beans, peas, cabbages, cucumbers, 
gourds, water melons, &c. are in great abundance. The fruits, 
which are no lets fo, confitl of peaches, apricots, pears, apples (v\Iuch, 
however, are all very infipid), figs, cherries, pomegranates, red cur- 
rants, wood ftrawberries, and grapes. Betides thefe, there is a pro- 
fufion of walnuts, filberds, and hazlc nuts. As there is no procuring 
malt liquor here, the principal beverage is wine and water. The 
milk is good and tolerably cheap. The oxen are fmall, and arc for 
the greater part of a light grey colour ; they arc employed, in com- 
mon with the buffalo, an animal very unfecmly to the view, in 
ploughing, for draught, &c. Here, as well as at Contlantinopic, 
Pera, and indeed in all this part of Turkey, the dogs are very nume- 
rous. They do not appear to belong to any particular matters, arc 
very ferocious, and occafionally very troubleforae. 

A very agreeable difh called yourt, of which .the natives are very 
fond, is made here, and brought in with the deffert. It is prepared 
by allowing a certain portion of milk to become four, and throwing 
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into new milk as much of this acidulated fluid as will curdle it in a 
flight degree. It is then eaten with fugar, is very palatable, and, 
mixed with ftrawberries, becomes a good fubftitute for cream. The 
milk fold here is generally a mixture, being drawn from goats, flicep, 
cows, and buffaloes. 

To refume my narrative. On the 28 th and 29th of June, I 
vifitcd the barracks at Levant Chiflick. The heat was lefs oppref- 
fivc, the thermometer being at feventy-five. The harveft was now 
begun, and I faw, during my rides, the Turks bufied in mowdng 
their com. They had a tolerable crop of bearded wheat (in all 
Turkey the wheat is bearded^, which was of a good quality. Inftead 
of threftiing it, it is their pradice to harnefs horfcs and oxen to a 
fmall car, the bottom of which is ftudded with portions of flint to 
cut and bruife the ftraw, the grain being difengaged by the tramp- 
ling of the feet of the animals, who move in a circular diredlion, as 

if in a mill. 

The 30 th, on my return from the barracks, I dined and fpent a 
very agreeable afternoon with Mr. Thornton, an Englifh merchant 
at Buyukdere. His details relative to the oppreflion of the ryahs, 
under which common denomination are comprehended Greeks, 
Armenians, and indeed every defcription of Franks or Chriftians 
fubjedt to* the Turks, were melancholy in the extreme. They are 
liable to an annual capitation, or poll tax, varying according to their 
degrees and circumffcances, from a guinea and a half to feven Ihil- 
lings and fixpence Englifh money, on the payment of which a cer- 
tificate is granted them ; and this tribute, exadlcd from them by 
right of conqueft, and confidered, as the redemption of their heads, for- 
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feited in perpetuity by their fabjugated anceftors, leads to many 
villanous pradices on the part of the Turks. It frequently occurs, 
for inftance, that a Turk, on meeting a ryah, without fcruple or ce- 
remony, and without any regard to the engagements the latter may 
have, takes him afide to afeertain whether he is provided with a cer- 
tificate, and, if this happens to be the cafe, to enquire into its au- 
thenticity, which he is certain to difpute, or to throw fome diffi- 
culty or other in the way. Thus, whether the unfortunate ryah has 
or has not his certificate about him, he is obliged to make a pecu- 
niary facrifice, to rid himfelf of his oppreflbr’s importunities. In 
other inftances a ryah, who is in pofieffion of a houfo, has his right 
to it diiputed by a Turk, by whom falfo witnefTes are fuborned ; 
and as the oath of the ryah is. not valid in a court of juftice, when 
oppofed to that of a Turk, he is obliged, if the caufe is brought to 
trial, to bribe his judge. He is thus, if he Ihould come off vido- 
rioully, condemned to heavy expences. To thefe, and many other 
fimilar vexations and oppreffions, the wretched Franks, or Chrif- 
tians, are inceffantly ex^Jofed. ' ^ 

When their population is confidered, it may at firft view appear 
extraordinary that they do not endeavour to throw off fo odious and 
oppreffive a yoke, more elpecially as the Greeks, by far the moft 
numerous among them, in reality poffefs, as individuals, cofifiderable 
energy and courage. The feverity, however, of the examples which 
have been made in their unfuccefsful ffrugglcs to regain their inde- 
pendence, appears in a great meafure to have damped their ardour, 
and broken their ipirit. It muff be recollcdled, that during the late 
/war between the Ruffians and Turks, the Greeks made feveral efforts 
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which, through want of a proper concert with the former of thefe 
powers, were ineffedual. On a future occafion they may perhaps 
flicceed better. When they rate their numbers as equal to thofe of 
the Turks, they certainly exaggerate. They are, however, very nu- 
merous, in the European provinces particularly, and poflefs many 
of the eminent qualities which have immortalized their anceftors. 
Among the ryahs in general great induftry prevails. 

On the morning of the ill of July, I had a high gratification. 
Shortly after my arrival at Levant Chiflick, the Grand , Seignor and 
all his principal officers came thither to fpend the day. They were 
mounted, and their fine horfes being very elegantly caparifoned, 
nothing could exceed the grandeur of the fpedacle. Their arrival 
was announced by the firing of guns ; and the whole of the troops 
were under arms ; their mufic, confilling of drums, a kind of haut- 
boys, timbrels, and horns, was by no means difagreeable. Out men, 
who were called on, fired feveral rounds, and were complimented by 
prefents of fmall gold coins of the fize of a para, and in value a 
piaftre and a half. Each of them received about two guineas. Be- 
tween four and five in the afternoon, the Grand Seignor and his re- 
tinue left Chiflick, which is faid to be the only place in the environs 
of Conllantinople to which he goes on horleback. 

On the 2d, I paid my cuflomary vifit to the above place, where I 
had the fatisfadlion to find the fick in a fair way of recovery. 

On the 3d, by the order of General Koehler, and at the particular 
requefl; of the Capitan Pacha, a furnace was ereded at Kaithana, 
for the heating of fliot. A fuccefsful pradice was carried on with 
the red hot ffiot, to the great fatisfadion of the Capitan Pacha, who 
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exprefTcd a wifh to fee the whole of the million on the following 

day. 

Kaithana is a valley very plealantly lituated at the extremity ot 
the harbour, and diftant from Buyukdere about ten miles. It has 
been made choice of by the Turks for their artillery experiments, to 
which its even furface is well adapted. The veftiges of a building 
laid to have been formerly a palace of the Grand Seignor arc to be 
feen here ; and near to them is a beautiful kiofljue* for the Sultan s 
ufo. A fine meandring foream runs through the valley. In the 
evening I returned to Buyukdere. 

On the 4th, we repaired, agreeably to our appointment, to the 
refidence of the Capitan Pacha, with whom we made fome flay, and 
were entertained with coffee, and other refrclhments. Previoufly 
to our taking leave, he made each of us a fmall prefent, a gown 
piece, for inftance, or fome fuch trifle. The general was prefouted 
with a handfome fnuff-box, fet round with brilliants, as was alfo 
Mrs. Koehler. 

* A kiofque is a pavilion, or pleafure-h.ottfe, of one ftory, for fumnicr rcliclence. 
Its form is fometimes fquare, and at others round ; and it is ufually built of wood, 
painted and decorated both withinfide and without, in the Turkifli ftyle. It has fc- 
veral openings, with Ihutters or latticed work, anfwering the purpofe of windows. 

The kiofque is generally raifed fome feet from the ground, and is furnilhed within- 
fide, after the Turkifli fafliion, with fofas, or raifed platforms, covered with cloth, and 
provided with cufhions. The floor is covered with handfome mats fabricated, in 
Egypt, a confiderable manufaftory of which is carried on at Menouf in Lower Egypt. 

In the conftrudtion of thefe kiofques, the Turks ufually make choice of an elevated 
ground- It is alfo their praftice to place them near a river, or fiream of water, fitua- 
tions of which they are paffionately fond. They there indulge themfclvcs in fmoking 
for foveral hours together. 

Small kiofques are frequently erefted on the poops of Turkifli merchant veflels, 
particularly of thofe which navigate the Black Sea. Beneath the fliadc of thefe, the 
crews fmoke their pipes. 
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After this viht of ceremony, we went on board the Charon, Cap- 
tain M'Kcller, where we were not a little gratified by the fight of 
two of our countrymen, who had been kept in flavery during two 
months in the vicinity of Conftantinople, with a perfe«fl ignorance 
of the caufe of their detention. They had been liberated by the 
humane interceffion of Captain M'Keller with the Capitan Pacha. A 
French officer had kindly written to Captain M'Keller in their be- 
half, and had tranfmitted to him a letter from thefe unfortunate men. 

On the 5 th, General Koehler left Conftantinople for the purpofc 
of joining Lieutenant-colonel Holloway and Major Hope, in the 
Dardanelles. This being St. John’s day, the Greeks kept it with 
much parade. Oppofite Buyukdere the river was crouded with 
boats filled with muficians, who played and fung during the whole 
of the day. In the evening, bonfires were kindled, and piftols dif- 
charged in the air : it was on the whole a Icene of great riot and 
confufion. 

On this occafion the Greek women were all of thena very hand- 
fomely attir^, the meanefi: among them, even the fifliermens’ 
wives, being clad in elegant drefifes of filk or velvet, with pelices, 
lined with ermine of confiderable value. This finery, of which they 
are extremely fond, is generally referved for the holidays. 

Having been indifpoled for feveral days, I did not repeat my vifits 
to Levant Chiflick until the 8th. On the 10th, however, I wasfo 
well recovered as to accept the invitation which we received from 
Monfieur Tomara, the Ruffian ambaffador, to be prefent at the ce- 
lebration of the birth day of the Emperor of Ruffia. 

In the evening we repaired to his palace, where we found a very 



.3 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 

large party affembled, all the foreign minillers, in their gala dreflcs, 
and decorated with their refpedive orders, being prefent, with their 
ladies and fuites. The company, which confifted of individuals ot 
almoR every nation, in the different coftumes by which each is ap- 
propriately diftinguifhed, did not break up until between one and 
two in the mornmg. The dances were continued until a late hour, 
the Greek women being paffionately fond of that exercife. In the 
courfe of the evening refrefhments, confifling of fweetmeats, ice 
creams, cakes, &c. were ferved ; and at midnight there was a cold 
collation, with wines and other liquors. The entertainment paffed 
off very agreeably. 

On the 11th, I rode to Levant Chiflick; and on the I2th, to 
Conftantinople. I embraced this opportunity of paying a vifit to 
the bazars, that is, the places fet afide for the fale of different ar- 
ticles of merchandize, each trade, or in other cafes the dealers be- 
longing to the different nations fubjedl to the Turkifh domination, 
being arranged under a covered archway, fomewhat fimilar to our 
Exeter exchange. Beneath thefe archways, or cloiflers, which are of 
ftone or wood, each tradefman, or dealer, has his fhop in front, and 
behind it a w^arehoufe for his goods. This arrangement is extremely 
convenient both for the feller and the purchafer ; at the fame time 
that the bazars, admitting a free circulation of the air, are very cool 
in fumraer, and confequently well adapted to the climate. The 
commodities fold in them are by no means contemptible. There 
is here a more regular market police (if the phrafe may be admitted) 
than might be expedted in this country. There are officers who 
itake care to examine the weights and meafures of thofe who fell 
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goods ; and thcfc officers daily go their rounds through the different 
bazars : \voe be unto him who fells with light weights ! he is made 
an immediate example : he either fuffers on the fpot the baftinado 
(which the reader need fcarcely be informed is a heavy cudcel ap- 
plied violently to the foies of the feet), or is condemned to the pay- 
ment of a line. The weights are of courfe deffroyed. 

It any fraud is to be apprehended, it is more efpecially among thofe 
whom the Turks rank as unbelievers, and particularly among the Jews, 
who maintain here the charader with which they are too generally 
charged; they are prone to extortion, and in truth to deal with them 
requires much clrcurnfpcdion. From what I was able to obferve in 
the bazars, I am inclined to think that the Turks are fair dealers. In 
fpeaking of the manner in which fraudulent tradefpeople are treated, it 
may not be improper to mention, that a peculiar puniihment is inflided 
in this country upon bakers who tranfgrefs the law, either by felling 
bread oflight weight or of bad quality: they have their ears nailed 
to their own door poll: for public view. In arbitrary governments 
the police ought to be good, for the punifliments are aWays fangui- 
nary and cruel. 

In the courfe of my perambulation, I went into a fliop, where I 
took a draught of flierbet cooled with ice. This liquor is made in 
various ways, with or without the acid : it is very cooling and refrefh- 
ing, and is fold at the very moderate price of a para* the cup. 

I was now confirmed in the obfervation I had made on my firff ar- 
rival, that the ftreets of Conffantinople are, without exception; nar- 

* A para is nearly equal to a halfpenny; forty paras make one piaftre, and one 
piafire is worth one fhilling and fixpence of our money. 
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Iw, ill paved, and dirty. Altnoft all the hcufes arc built with win- 
dows projcaing to the ftreets, which nearly touch thofo of their 
oppofite neighbours ; this cuftom greatly cbftruas the free <->tcuteion 
of air through the ftreets. The roofs of the houfes are naiferab ly .11 
covered; they are formed of a reddlflr tile, loofely put on without 
any faftening; occafionally loofe ftones are laid on here and there, 
but a eat running over the top of a honfe will frequently untile rt ; 
confequently they arc wretchedly conftruaed for rainy or tempe - 
tuous weather. The external appearance of the houfes ,s at the fame 
time heavy and difmal, all the ornaments being referved for the inte- 
rior. I entered the outer court of the Seraglio, beyond which ftrangers 
are not allowed to pafs, and had a fight of the mint, where the wmk- 
men were bufily employed. It is fituated within the enclofure. 
filver coin has been debafed to a very extraordinary degree, the i ver 
it contains having been progreffively reduced to about thirty parts in 
an hundred. This adulteration is faid to have been introduced in aid 
of the public revenue; and as the coin ftill retains its ancient 
value, the confcquence has been, that the counterfeit money of the 
forgers is become of greater value than that iffued from the public 
treafury, notwithftanding the dealers in this illicit traffic turn their 

fpectilation to a very good account. 

From the mint I walked to the vicinity of the mofque of Santa 
Sophia, which is certainly a very maffxve building, but which, con- 
fidered in an architedural point of view, is, in my opinion, very infe- 
rior to our St. Paul’s. With the exception of the dome, and of the 
four minarets whidh are detached, there is nothing very fm^ular or 

ftriking in th« pile. 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


35 

I proceeded thence to the atmeydan, the place or field of horfes, 
or, as it was anciently called, the hippodrome, a very extenfive open 
fpace or circus, fet afide for athletic exercifes and public fpedacies. 
Here the Turks exhibit a kind of military fport, called the djarid. The 
combatants are mounted, and armed with a ftick or wand of a con- 
fiderable length, which is darted w'ith great force by the affailant, and 
as ikilfully avoided by his antagonift. This exercife is very much in 
vogue among the Turks of condition. In the middle of this fpace 
Hands an antique column or obelifk, of a fingle block of granite, the 
fides of which are filled with various Egyptian figures and hierogly- 
phics. One of our party undertook to meafure it, which he accom- 
plilhed by a calculation drawn from a com^arifon between the fliadow 
of a ftick and that of the column, the height of which was found to 
be about fixty feet. The bafe is about feven feet in height, and is 
curioufly fculptured in bas-relief with a great variety of human heads. 
At the extremity of the fquare there are the remains of a pillar, formed 
by the twifting of three brazen ferpents. Formerly their heads made 
the capital of the pillar. Mahomet the fecond, when he took Con- 
ftantinople, beat off the jaw of one of thefe heads. 

Faffing through a ftreet, we came to another large and elevated 
antique column, called the Burnt Pillar, which, amidft the confla- 
grations that have fo frequently occurred, and have unfortunately 
fb much ravaged the" city of Conftantinople, has ftood its ground. 
It has, however, a very dingy hue, and a confiderable number of fif- 
fures, occafioned by the different fires which have taken place in its 
vicinity, infomuch that it is now encircled by iron hoops to keep it 
together. 
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After our excurllon, vvc dined on board the New Adventure tranf- 
port ; and in the afternoon went on board the Charon to take leave, 
flie being on the eve of failing from Conftantinople for Gibraltar. I 
did not reach Buyukdsre until midnight. The weather had been 
extremely fr.ltry during the day, the thermometer being at eighty- 
eight in the fliade. 

On the 13th I rode to Levant Chiflick. On my return, I heard 
the Charon faiute the Grand Seignor in paffing the Seraglio point. 

On the evening of the I4th I went to a kiofque in Buyukdere, 
where the Greeks were affembled to ling, dance, and partake of other 
amufements. I joined the promenade afterwards in the meadow, in 
which there w'as a very numerous aflemblage of Greeks, Turks, and 
others. It being Sunday, the inhabitants of all the neighbouring vil- 
lages were collcdted ; and the groups which were formed, by the 
variety of their coftumes, and the charaderiftic traits peculiar to each 
nation, had a very pleafing, and to me a very novel efFed. While 
the Greeks difplayed all the gaiety and nonchalance which belong to 
their charader, the Turks, wdth much gravity, had recourfe to their 
conftant companion the pipe, and in the intervals of fmoking took 
coffee. 

On the 15 th I rode to Levant Chiflick, where I vifited the Aga and 
feveral other Turks who were indifpofed. On the preceding day we 
had made an appointment with Mr. Spurring, the Englifh fliip-builder 
at Conftantinople, to vifit the Sultan Selim, the fhip which bore the 
flag of the Capitan Pacha. We were the more anxious to do this, as 
the Turkifh fleet w^as to fail in the courfe of, a few days for the Dar- 
danelles. We went on board accordingly, and found her to be a re- 
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marlcably fine veflel : we w'ere told, however, that her timbers were 
not proportioned to her fizc, and that flie w^ould work very ill in 
tempeftuous weather, and in a rough fea. The Sultan Selim mounts 
one hundred and twenty forty-two pounders, befides other guns of a 
fmaller caliber. The Capitan Pacha’s cabin was fitted up in a very 
elegant ftyle. At the fides were fufpended a confiderable number of 
rich and beautiful fabres, piftols, and mufkets, which, being fet wnth 
a profufion of diamonds, and curioufly inlaid with gold, made a very 
glittering and fhowy appearance. The furniture and other decora- 
tions of the cabin were in a correiponding ftyle of magnificence. Se- 
veral Englilh prints, reprefenting our celebrated naval viftories, were 
hung up. 

We were entertained by the captain of the llrip, a great ^vouritc 
of the Capitan Pacha, with fweetmeats, liqueurs, coffee, &c. He ac- 
companied us in our vifit to the different parts of the veffcl, which 
w’^as very clean, and kept in good order. She had on board fourteen 
hundred men, among whom that ftrieft difcipline by which the 
Englifh men ot war are diftinguifhed did not appear to be kept up. 
The place fet apart for the fick w'as very ill calculated for that pur- 
pofo j and but little attention foemed to be paid to this part of the 
Turkifli economy, than which nothing can be more momentous on 
Ihipboard. To the difregard with which the fick were treated, may 
be added, as a proof of the barbarifm of this people, the little encou- 
ragement beftowed on thofc who had the charge of them. The fur- 
geon of the Sultan Selim affured me, that his annual falary amounted 
to twelve guineas only of our money, inforpuch that his chi^f depen- 
dence, and that a very precarious one, vvas on pfefonts. With fo 
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inadequate a remuneration for his lervices, whatever might have been 
his talents, little was to be expedled from his zeal. After this vifit 
to the Sultan Selim, I dined on board the New Adventure tranfport, 
and returned to Buyukdere in the evening. 

On the lOth and 17 th nothing particular occurred. I rode, as 
ufual, to Levant Chiflick. On my reaching that place, on the morn- 
ing of the 1 8th, I was introduced to the Kai ma kan, and Hadgi 
Ibrahim Effendi, who had come thither for the purpofc of a general 
inlped^ion and exercife of the Turkifh troops. Our men fired feveral 
rounds, and received a prefent of an hundred Iheep and three hun- 
dred piaftres. The parade being broken up, I returned to Buyukdere. 

The IQth and 20th were without any interefting occurrence. On 
the 2 1 ft, in the afternoon, a party being made, we crofted the river 
from Buyukdere to Afia, and walked to the fummit of the Giant’s 
Hill, a very high mountain, from which we had a delightful view of 
the different windings of the Bofphorus, and alfb of the Black Sea. 

On my arrival at Chiflick on -the 22d, I was informed that a con- 
fiderable number of fick and wounded Turkifh foldiers, from Acre, 
in Syria, were hourly expeded there. I agreed to fee them on the 
following day. 

On the 23d, after having vifited the above mentioned fick and 
wounded Turkifh foldiers, I returned, in the evening, to Buyukdere. 

On the 24th I went to Conftantinople, where I had an interview 
with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Effendi, the Turkifh fecretary at 
war, on the fubje<ft of the Turkifh fick and wounded in Levant Chif- 
lick, and returned to Buyukdere in the evening. 

On the 25th. I reached Chiflick early in the^raorning, and had a 
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long converfation with Hadgi Ibraham EfFendi, and the Aga, or Com- 
mandant, on the bufinefs above referred to. It was agreed that 1 
fhould make all the neceffary regulations for the fick and wounded 
Turks , that I fhould diredl the fitting up of the hofpitai bedffceads, 
&c. ; and that I fhould be aided in my daily attendance by a Turkifh 
furgeon. On the following day I met by appointment, at Levant 
Chifiick, tne Grand Seignor’s furgeon, the furgeon in chief to the 
army, and two other army furgeons, the latter of whom were ap- 
pointed to affifi; me. I was informed by them that the Grand Seignor 
had given to each of the foldiers returned from Syria twenty-four 
piaflres, and a fchillink of filver to wear in his turban. 

I pafs over my immediate operations at Levant Chifiick, as not 
being of general intereft, with the brief obfervation, that many of the 
Turkifh foldiers being badly wounded, I w'as very fully and ferioufly 
employed, and- proceed to the 30th, when I was called up at mid- 
night, and a note delivered to me from Major Fletcher, to inform me 
that the Grand Seignor, who was to be at Kaithanah the following 
morning, to fee the experiments which were to be made with red- 
hot fliot, the artillery pradlice, &c. was defirous that all the perfons 
belonging to the Bricifh military miflSon fhould be prefent on the 
occafion. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TISIT TO LEVANT CHIFLICK, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDERS OP THE 
GRAND SE1ON0E-—PRACTICE WITH RED-HOT SHOT PRESENTS DISTRI- 
BUTED TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN ORDERS TO ATTEND THE GRAND 

SEIGNOR AGAIN INTERVIEW WITH HIM CONSULTED BY THE AGA 

GRAND PROCESSION ON THE OPENING OF THE FESTIVAL OF THE BEY- 

RAM COURBAM TURKISH ENTERTAINMENT REMARKS ON THE PRODUC- 

TIONS OP THE SEASON IN TURKEY, ON THE DISEASES OF THE COUNTRY, 
AND THE STATE OF MEDICAL SCIENCE THERE PROCESSION AND FESTI- 
VAL OP THE DERVISES — REMARKS ON THE CLIMATE AND WEATHER 

VILLAGE AND AQUEDUCTS OF BELGRADE CHARACTER OP THE TURKISH 

VILLAGES — VISIT TO THE ASIATIC SHORE ORDER FOR REMOVAL OP 

THE TROOPS FIRE NEAR CONSTANTINOPLE DESCRIPTION OF SANTA 

SOPHIA — GREEK MARRIAGE — REMARKS ON THE TURKISH FORTRESSES— 
EMBARKATION OP THE TROOPS. 

JN compliance with the intimation we had received, we breakfafted 
at half paft three in the morning, and proceeded without delay 
to Levant Chiflick, where we joined our detachment. About eight 
o’clock we arrived at Kaithanah, and the Grand Seignor, his principal 
officers and fuite, made their appearance fliortly after. 

During the artillery pradice, the experiments with red-hot ffiot, 
&c. the Grand Seignor was feated in the beautiful kiofque, or plea- 
fure-houfe, which I have already noticed. ^ He paid a particular at- 
tention to every thing which paffed ; and when the whole was con- 
cluded, made each of us a trifling prefent. Thele prefents were de- 
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liyered to us by one of his fuite, who tendered them to us refpeairely 
as we paired, one by one, according to our rank, in front of the Grand 
Seignor. Each of us having received the prefent deftined for him, 
bowed, and was defired to retire. This ceremony having been con- 
cluded, the non-commiffioned officers were brought up to receive 
prefents for themfelves and the privates. 

On the Sift, on my arrival at Chiflick, early in the morning, I met 
the Grand Seignor’s furgeon, with whom I vifited the wounded 
Turks. Several of them wxre already in a ftate of recovery. In our 
own infirmary I found four cafes of intermittent fever. The men 
who laboured under this complaint, had been fent to Kaithanah fome 
wrecks before to affift in the eredlion of the furnace for the heating of 
fhot ; and having been detained there for feveral days, were expofed 
to marfh miafina, which is well known to be a moft powerful agent 
in the produftion of intermittents. 

On the ift of Auguft, General Koehler, Lieutenant- colonel Hollo- 
way, and Major Hope, returned to Buyukdere from the Dardanelles. 

On my reaching Chiflick to vifit the fick and wounded, I received 
a meflage requefting me to wait, as the Grand Seignor was on his 
way thither, and might wifli to make fome enquiries of me relative 
to the ftate of the wounded Turks, and the arrangements made for 
them. He arrived about noon, attended by his principal minifters, 
his officers of ftate, and a very numerous retinue, all richly dreflTed, 
and fuperbly mounted. His arrival was announced by difcharges of 
artillery, and other public demonftrations of joy. It being a grand 
field day, the Turkifli foldiers went through their manoeuvres and ex- 
crcifes, after which each of them was marched to the front of the 
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Ara's houfe, where the Grand Scignor was feated, and received a pre- 
fent of five plaftres. I was now pointed out to the Sultan, and hav- 
ing paid nrv refpeas to him, received from him a trifling prefont, ac- 
companied by a meffage to requeft of me to have the goodnefs to take 
all poffiblc care of the wounded, for which fervice I fliould not ai to 
be properly remunerated. The Aga being indifpofed, confulted ine 
as to the nature of his ailments. I found him feverilh, prefenbed or 
him, and promifed to fee him, provided it fliould be neceffary, at ns 
refidence at Bifliiaafli. on the bink of the Bofphoms, near Pera. 

On the 2d, I went to Chifllck, where I vifited the fick and wounded 
Turks, and afterwards rode to Bifliiaalh to fee the Aga, who was ftill 
indifpofed. 

On the 3d and 4th, I repeated my vifits to the above places, an 
found the Aga, as well as the greater part of the wounded Turks, m a 

fair way of recovery. 

On the 5th, on my arrival at Chifllck, I faw his excellency, with 
whom I had a converfation relative to the wounded Turks. They 
were all of them, doing very well, and in particular two, from the 
thigh of one of whom I had a few days before extrafted a ball, and 
from the- hip of the other a fplinter of gun metal. It may ftnke my 
readers wnth fufprife that the wounded men having been brought 
from fo confiderable a diflance as Acre, thefe operations fliould ffcill 
have been left to be performed. 

On the 13th, on my reaching Chifllck, I found there the furgeon 
to the Grand Scignor, by whom I was informed, that eafly in the 
morning of the following day the Grand Seignor. would go m procef- 
fion from the Seraglio to the mofq.ne of Sultan Xchmet, to celebrate 
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tlie opening of the Beyram Courbam, or month of facnfice, the fe- 
cond pafchal feaft. He invited me to Conftantinople to be prefent at 
this ceremony. 

The feftival of the Beyram, which fucceeds the Turkifla ramazan, 
or lent, is the feafon of pleafures and feftivities of every defeription. 
He muft be poor indeed, %vho has not new clothes provided for the 
occafion ; and among the better fort of people rich dreffes are given 
and received as prefents. The ftreets and public places are filled with 
groups, whofe amufements and paftlmes are varied according to the 
nation to which they belong. It may ftridlly be denominated a paf- 
chal fcaft, fince, at its opening, Iheep are facrificed by the Grand 
Seignor, and by all the difiinguiflied and opulent Turks. The animals 
thus immolated, have their horns gilt, and their wool nicely combed. 
It is fo contrived as that thefe oiFerings fliould be made at the pre- 
cife hour when fimilar facrifices take place at Mecca. 

At three o’clock in the morning of the 14 th, I fet out from Chif- 
lick, where I had fpent the preceding night, and was, on my arrival 
at Pera, joined by Captains Lacy and Leake. We reached Conftan- 
tinople at five o’clock, and proceeded to the houle of a fiirgeon, 
from whofe fliop we were to be gratified by a fight of the proceffion, 
as it paffed. In this houfe we breakfafted, and were entertained in 
the following manner. Pipes and coffee were firft ferved, and were 
followed by a very agreeable and palatable preparation of milk, called 
caimac, which was accompanied by hot fugared cakes, and melons. 
Our repafl: was concluded by a fecond fervice of coffee ; and during 
our ftay, Iherbet and pipes were brought to us at intervals. 

About eight o’clock the proceffion commenced but the Grand 

G 2 
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Seignor did not make his appearance until half-paft nine. The drelTes 
of all thofe who corapofed the proceffion were fplendid and coftly. 
The fine horfes on which they were mounted, and more efpecially 
thofe of the eunuchs and principal officers of flate, were mofl gor- 
geoufly caparifoned, the houfings of many of them being of gold 
embroidery, ftudded with precious Hones, by which a very brilliant 
effedl was produced. In the turban of the Grand Seignor was a 
beautiful aigrette of very great value, the diamonds of which it was 
compofed being of uncommon magnitude. Several of his horfes, on 
which his fhield and various trophies were carried, were led in the 
proceffion ; and being very richly caparifoned, and ornamented with 
a* profufion of diamonds, rubies, and other precious flones, gave a 
brilliancy and magnificence to the fcene, which far exceeded any idea 
I could previoufly have formed of it. 

During the proceffion, a Turkiffi officer was confiantly employed 
in throwing on the heads of the populace handfuls of new paras. The 
conteft which enfued, to pick them up, afforded to the Turkifii fpec- 
tators no little amufement. 

The Grand Seignor, who was veryfuperbly mounted, was followed 
by his fword-bearer, carrying hisfabre, the hilt of which was profufely 
ftudded with diamonds. Next came feveral officers of his feraglio 
richly dreffed, bearing on cufhions his turbans, ornaniented with dia- 
monds and other gems.' The ftreets were lined on each fide with ja- 
niffaries, whole drefs-caps appeared to me both ridiculous and unbe- 
coming. As the Sultan paffed along, he from time to time bowed 
with great affability to the people, all of whom proftrated themHves 
on his approach. 
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The klflah aga, or chief of the eunuchs, officiated at the mofque, 
and wore on his return a valuable pelice and a rich caftan, with which, 
the Grand Seignor had prefented him. Several other caftans, of 
qualities fuited to the rank of thofe for whom they were deftined,, 
were diftributed by the Sultan on this occafion. 

The proceffion was conduced with great decorum, and throughout 
the whole of it the belt order obfervcd. It would be impoffible for 
me to attempt to defcribe all the ftriking appearances it exhibited, 
or to enter into a detail of the great variety and extreme fmgularicy 
of the magnificent coftumes which were difplayed. To be brief — it 
afforded to us ftrangers a fpedlacle • truly novel and intereffing,. and 
fully repaid us for the trouble we had taken to be comprehended 
among the number of the fpedlators. By eleven o clock the ftreets 
were cleared. 

Selim III. the prefent Sultan, is extremely popular with his fub- 
jeds, and by no means deftitute of the talents and abilities which a 
fovereign ought to poffefs. He is defcended from the houfe of Ofman, 
by whom the fifth dynafty of the caliphs wa$ eftabliffied in the thir- 
teenth century. Having received a more liberal education than has 
ufually been bellowed in Turkey on thofe to whofe lot the fucceffion 
has fallen, Sultan Selim poffeffes a well cultivated mind, and has 
made himfelf acquainted with the policy of the more refined Hates 
of Europe. It is, therefore, not furprifmg, that, he has introduced fo 
many jEalutary innovations into his empire ; and, from a, conviction 
of their raanifefi: fuperiority, has become fb ftrenuous a partizan of 
the ta«5lics and military difcipline of England and France. In my 
fubfequent details selative to the Grand Vifier arid the Capitan Pacha, 
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1 fliall have occafion to notice, in a particular manner, the impro’, c- 
ments he has introduced in his army and marine. He is of a courLC- 
ous and affable charadlcr ; and his phyfiognomy is fine and full of 
csprcflion. His figure is well proportioned, and his afpedfc command- 
ing. His portrait is faithfully given in Plate 11. 

My companions and myfelt were invited, after the proceffion, to 
dine with the Grand Seignor’s furgeon, at whofe houfe we were very 
well entertained in the Turkifli flile ; and notwfithftanding we were, 

- irTcating, compelled to adopt the mode pra(9.ifed by the Turks, that 
is, that we were unprovided with either knife, fork, or plate, we con- 
trived to make a good dinner. The following is a concife defeription 
of thefe repafts. A cloth having been laid on the floor, a fraall table 
with the legs turned .uppermoft is placed on it, and on this again is 
laid a large circular waiter of tinned copper, round which the com- 
pany feat themfelves. Before each of the guefts, bread in the form 
of a flat pancake, and two fpoons are placed. The difties arc ferved 
up fingly, one after the other ; and if filled with foup or liquid food, 
the fpoons are reforted to. If, on the other hand, they contain folids, 
the guefts help themfelves with the thumb and finger. However re- 
pugnant this cuftom muft have been to the feelings and ideas of 
Englifhmen, a keen appetite, and the favourinefs of the difihes, in 
fome mcafure reconciled us to it ; and cuftom, which fways us fo 
powerfully, enabled us, in the fequel, entirely to get the better of our 
fqueamifhnefs. The meats are in general cut fmall for the conve- 
nience of thofe who are to partake of them ; • but on the prefent oc- 
icafion whole ducks were ferved. Thefe the donor of the feaft ptllied 
jn pieces with his fingers, and diftributed the portions to his guefts. 
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Pipes and coffee were brought in after dinner, and we at length took 
our leave. 

On the 15 th, in the morning, I accompanied General Koehler to 
Pera, and from thence to Conftantinople, where we had an interview 
of nearly two hours with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim EfFendi, with 
whom the general had fome particular bufinefs to tranfaft. In the 
courfe of this vifit, a filver falver, containing conferve of rofes, and 
other fweetmeats, was handed round, in addition to the ufual refrefli- 
ments of pipes and coffee. When we were about to take leave, each 
of us was prefented with two finely wrought mullin handkerchiefs. 

1 ought not to omit here the concluding part of the ceremony. After ^ 
we had taken a draught of fherbet, w’hich was prefented to us, our 
hands w^ere fprinlded with rofe water, and a filver veffcl brought in, 
containing odoriferous gums in an inflamed ffate. The afeending 
vapours of thefe gums are by the Turks received on their beards ; but 
as wx were deftitute of that -ornament, we contented ourfelves with 
fmelling to them, and receiving them in our hands, w'hlch we rubbed 
together to retain the odour. Wc then bowed and retired. 

Much rain fell this day, accompanied with loud claps of thunder, 
and very vivid flafhes of lightning.. The florm continued throughout 
the evening. 

On my arrival at Chifiick, on the morning of the iQth, I found 
that feveral of the wounded Turks who had been under my care, 
being now perfedlly cured, were to fet off the next morning for Alex- 
andria, with a detachment of tw'o hundred and fifty Turkifh foldiers. 

On the 17 th, the Turkifh furgeons who had lent roe their affiftance 
there, having embarked the preceding evening.with the detachment. 
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1 had no other than my own exertions to depend upon. In returning 
to Buyukdere, 1 obrerved that the country exhibited a new and very 
afpea fmee the fall of the late heavy ihowers, which had 
-come very feafonably to enable the country people to plough and the 
till their lands. Grapes were now in feafon, as were alfo melons ; 
latter were of two kinds, the mulk melon, and the water melon, and 
were both cheap and in plenty. 

The grapes, which were extremely large, and fine, were fold at 
three and four paras the oke. 

Among the prevailing difeafes in Turkey, the rickets are very 

common in children, and blindnefs in adults. 

The lame and deformed objedls who conftantly obtrude themfelves 
on the view, are in fuch numbers as to excite aftonifliment. 

Pulmonary complaints, as far as I had occafion to obferve, are by 
no means prevalent in this country; the catarrhal and afthmatic 
affedions prevail moft among elderly people. 

The Turks are certainly not fubjed to the multitude of difeafes 
which infeft fome other nations. Sores and wounds are managed 
and healed with more facility ; much may be aferibed to their tem- 
perance. Fontanelles, or iffues, are in common ufe ; and fomewhat 
leflen the evils refulting from the indolent, and inadivc life which 
the Turks in general lead. Cutaneous affedions, herpetic and tettery 
‘ eruptions are' common, particularly upon the head : dyfpepfia, and 
other ftomach complaints, prevail very generally. Their greafy food, 
inadive life, their exceffes .in the ufe of fmoking tobacco, and opium, 
may give rife to thefe diforders. Hernias are common. Befides 
plague, they hre occafionally fubjed to malignjfnt and bilious remit- 
tent and intermittent fevers in autumn. 
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la Conftantinopic, Pcra, and the fuburhs, there are, it is faid, 
neariy five thoufand persons who profefs the different branches of 
the medical art. They are natives of almoft every nation, but confift 
more particularly of Turks, Greeks, Armenians, and Italians, and are 
for the greater part utterly ignorant of the principles either of medi- 
cine or of lurgery. There are, however, feme exceptions to this 
obfervation, and among them a Mr. Ruinc, an Italian, whom I ac- 
cidentally met with a few days before the period of which I am now 
treating. He occafionally attends the Grand Seignor, when indif- 
pofed, as well as the Harem, and many of the principal officers of Rate. 
For thefe fervices he has no falaiy, but is paid for his vifits. His 
pradlice is extremely lucrative. The perfbn who at prefent holds 
the appointment of phyfician to the Sultan, is a Turk, who, not- 
withflanding he is entirely unacquainted with medicine, receives an 
annual ftipend of nearly five thoufand pounds flerling. Almoft ev^ry 
individual in Turkey has a noftrum for fome difeafe or other. 

On the 1 8 th, in the afternoon, in company with fbme of our of- 
ficers, w'e croffed over to the Afiatic fide of the river to fee the pro- 
ceffion of the dervifes, it being the birth-day of the founder of that 
left. W^e were unfortunately too late to be prefent at this cere- 
mony, which, as we afterwards heard, was very numeroufly attended. 
We had, however, a very agreeable, walk in the delightful valley in 
which the aftembly was held. The Jaiiiftary by whom we were 
accompanied for our proteftion, in his eagernefs to get our boat 
ready, was puffied into the water, and otherwife maltreated, by a 
boatman belonging to the Sultana Valida, or Queen Mother, who 

had come privately to witnefs the above opremony. , This inftilt 

« 
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being in a manner confidcred as offered to ourfelves, a reprefcntation 
of the particnlars of the affray was made by General Koehler, to 

whom an apology was afterwards fent. 

On the 2) ft, the heat of the weather was very oppreffwe, the 

thermometer being, at eight o'elock in the morning, at 1 15 m the 


On my arrival at Chifllck on the 22d, I found one of the men 
belonging to the Britiflr million dangeroully iU with a fever 

On the 26th, it being the file of the affnmptron of the bleffed 
Virgin, which the Greeks celebrate with much pomp, in the eveiiing 
great numbers of them were affembled in the meadow, and m therr 

holiday dreffes. • 

On the 27th, another of onr men was feized dangeroully ill with 

Sr fCVCl*# 

The reader will perhaps find the frequent mention of the changes 
of the weather fomewhat tedious, but nothing ferves fo well to give 
an idea of the climate and fituation. In the courfe of this afternoon 
there was much thunder and lightning, and throughout the whole 
of the day very heavy and fudden llaowers of rain fell. 

On the 28th much rain had fallen during the night ; and on the 
2gth the rains continued to fall with unabated violence. 

I dined at Buyukdere, in company with all the officers belonging 
to the miffion, and with Count Ludolf, the Neapolitan envoy, who 
gave us a very polite reception, and entertained us with-great hofpi- 
tality. The evening was very cool and pleafant, and it w^as to be 
prefumed that as the rains had now fallen in great abundance, they 
would be fucceeded by fine weather.- During the months of Sep- 
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tember and October the weather is in general very pleafaiit and 
agreeable in Turkey ; and this feafon the natives call the little or 
fecond fummer. 

On my arrival at Chiflick, on the morning of the 30th, I found 
that a military artificer, Greenhalch, had expired in the courfe of 
the preceding afternoon. 

On the ifi: of September the officers of the miflion dined with 
General Koehler, and met there Count Ludoif, the Neapolitan en- 
voy ; and in the evening w^ent to the palace of the Ptuffian minifter, 
Monfieur Tomara, where there was a ball. It being Sunday, fome 
repugnance was felt at being prefent at thefe entertainments : it was, 
however, prudent to conform to the eftablillied ufages. 

On the 4th I vifited Chiflick, and found that Kannaird, a mili- 
tary artificer, had departed this life in the courfe of the preceding 
afternoon. 

On my reaching Chiflick on the 5th, I was called to the child 
of a private belonging to the royal artillery, whofe fkuil had been 
fradlured by a fall from a window. It furvived this accident a few 
hours only. 

A party having been formed on. the 7th, we made an excurfion to 
the village of Belgrade, diftant from Conftantinople twelve or four- 
teen miles, and to the aquedudls in its vicinity. Among thefe we 
faw that which was eredled in the reign of Juflinian, and under his 
immediate dircdlion. We vifited the interior of this aqueduft, a 
large magnificent ftrudure, in a very fine ftyle of architedure, and 
paffed through the different galleries or paffages. Our promenade 
ended there ; and we returned to the woods nekr the village of Bel- 
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grade, where, our provifions having been fpread on the green fod, 
which lerved us for a table, we dined beneath the cool and refrefli- 
ing fhade ot a clufter ot lofty trees. 

The country in the vicinity of Belgrade abounds in groves and 
fine w’oodland fcenery. To us, who had remained fo long in the 
environs of Conftantinople, it prefented a fcene of equal novelty and 
intereft. It was our firft vifit to this enchanting fpot ; and brought 
to our recolledlion all the encomiums which Lady Mary Wortley 
■ Montague has bellowed on it in her Letters. If it is not precifely 
the paradife flie has defcribed, it is unqueftionably one of the mofl: 
beautiful fpots in that part of the world. W e palfed through two' 
fmall villages, which were of the fame defcription with thofe I 
had hitherto feen in Turkey ; that is, the houfes and the inhabitants 
were alike in a wretched fiate. To render the face of the country 
more agreeable and pldlurefque, a few fcattered hamlets were want- 
ing : the aquedudls, however, by interfeding the villages, gave to 
the fcenery a confiderable degree of interefl. 

Op. the 8th, the officers of the miffion dined with the Ruffian 
ambaflador, where we were as ufual fumptuoufly entertained. 

On the 12th I made an engagement with the officers belonging 
to a Ruffian man of war lying in the harbour, to accompany them, 
to the Afiatic fhore on the following morning. 

On the 1 .3th, at ten in the morning, we croffed over to Afia. The 
day was delightful ; artd we made a very agreeable excurfion into 
the country. On our return, carpets were fpread in the fhade, and 
a cold collation ferved. The Ruffian failors entertained us with fe- 
yeral fongs, which the furgeon accompanied on a kind of harp. 
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Nothiffg deferving of notice occurred until the 20th, when the 
Magnet, an EngHfli merchantman, which had been long expected, 
anchored off the Seraglio Point. This day General Koehler fliifted 
his refidence from Buyukdere to Galata, On my reaching Chiflick, 
on the 22d, I found Smith, an artificer, labouring under an attack 
of malignant fever. 

. The fucceeding days were marked by no particular occurrence 
until the 28th, when, on my vifit to Chiflick barracks, I found that 
Smith, the artificer, the fymptoms of whofe fever had daily afTumed 
a flronger degree of malignity, had died in the courfe of the pre* 
ceding evening. His body was already in a high 'Rate of putrefac- 
tion ; and the fame fever having broken out among the Inhabitants 
of Chiflick, I wrote to General Koehler, to advife that our people 
fhould be immediately removed. From the general 1 learned in 
return, that the detachment was to be embarked on board the tranf- 
port then lying off Tophana, and to proceed in her to the Darda- 
nelles, as foon as the Reps preparatory to the expedition fhould have 
been taken. 

On my return from Chiflick, on the 29th, I rode towards an an- 
cient tower, which Europeans have denominated the tower of Ovid, 
and w'hich is conjeRuredto have been originally a fignal tower, from 
which the inhabitants were warned of the approach of the vefTels of 
the Coflacks, whofe piracies on the coaRs of the Euxlnc Sea, near 
which this tower Rands, were formerly fo much dreaded; 

On the' iR of Odober, in the evening, a large fire broke out in a- 
village near ConRantinople, fituated above the arfenab It was a- 
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truly grand and awful fpedlacle ; but the whole of the damage was 

confined to the deffrudlion of fome houfes. 

In the morning after this event, I went to Conftantinople, where 
I vifited the mofque of Santa Sophia, and the mad-houfe, fituated 
at the extremity of the Hippodrome, or Atmeydan. 

Santa Sophia, as has been already mentioned, was formerly a chrif- 
tian church, and built by the Emperor Juftin. It was converted 
by the Turks into a mofque, ftill however retaining its original name. 
This building, which always attracts the attention of travellers, is a 
hundred and fourteen paces in length, and eighty in breadth : the 
dome, which coYers the centre of the building, is in the form of a 
half globe, rather deprelTed, and is altogether fmgular in its ftyle of 
architedlure. 

Within fide the mofque there is a porch that ranges round its 
fides, which fupports another gallery thirty paces broad, both vaulted 
over, and fupported by a great number of beautiful pillars, many of 
which are of verd antique. Thefe columns uphold the building. 
You arrive at the upper gallery by means of an eafy winding, but 
paved afcent (or ftair cafe), up which horfes can eafily afcend. At 
one end of this gallery there is an enclofed place, with a gilt grating 
or lattice work, for the Sultan’s ufe, when he vifits this mofque. 

On the outfide there are four tall minarets, or fteeples, and foun- 
tains where the Turks perform their ablutions always previous to 
prayer. Many firiall lamps, oftrich eggs,- &c. are fufpended as orna- 
ments in the centre of the mofque,' the part which the pious prin- 
cipally occupy when at prayer. The floor is covered with mats. To 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


55 


enter this, as well as all other mofques, it is neceffary to be provided 
with clean flippers to pull on over the boots or fhoes of Chriftians, 
as the Turks will not allow them to enter without obferving this 
ceremony. 

To procure admittance, however, within the mofques, a Frank 
mufl: be furnifhed with a firman, or written authority from the 
Turkifli government j but the MuflTulman after all makes him pay 
handfomely for the gratification of his curiofity. 

After having amufed myfelf by walking through the different^ 
bazars, I returned to Buyukdere in the evening. 

On the 3d, in the morning, I called on Mr. Spencer Smith, the 
Britifli minifter, who had juft received the melancholy tidings of the 
death of Major Fead, of the royal artillery. On the 13th of the laft 
month, being on board Le Tigre, commanded by Sir Sydney Smith, 
he fell a viftim to an attack of malignant fever, in the prime of life. 

He was an aftive and zealous officer. 

On the 4th, in taking my cuftomary ride to Chiflick, I obftrved 
that the vintage was begun. The inhabitants were all bufied in 
their vineyards, in gathering the grapes, which, having been picked 
from the ftalks, were thrown into barrels, and thefe laid acrofs the 

backs of horfes to be conveyed home. 

Our final orders having been received on the 5th, to proceed to 
Galata on the following Monday, the Qth, we were bufily employed 
during the whole of the day in the neceflTary preparations for our 

removal. 

On the 6th, in the evening, I- was prefent at another fcftivity, 
that of the marriage of the daughter of a Mr. Hid%, a Greek mer- 
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chant. The young girls of that nation, who were alTembled to ce- 
lebrate the nuptials, were decked in their gaudieft apparel, and the 
evening was fpent in dancing and other araulements. 

On the morning of the 7th, the officers belonging to the Britiffi 
miffion left Buyukdere. 

On the 8th, in the morning, I proceeded up the Bofphorus in a 
boat as far as its junffion with the Euxine Sea, and landed at the 
molt dillant village on the European fide, where the inhabitants 
were bufily engaged in faking a kind of mackerel of a very large fize. 
Near to this village, upon the Ihore, there is a very capacious lant- 
horn eredled, by the light of which by night velTels are diredled 
into the Bofphorus from the Black Sea ; lb named, I imagine, from 
the black clouds and Itormy weather which frequently come over 
this fea. There is a rock Handing in the water, and contiguous to 
this village, upon which formerly (it is faid) a pillar of marble Hood, 
vulgarly called the pillar of Pompey. 

For fome time pall the weather had been cold and rainy, the 
thermometer having been lb low as 55 . 

On the 10th, a model of the upper caftle at Sultania, or Cherme- 
cally, on the Afiatic fide of the Dardanelles, made under the direc- 
tion of Lieutenant-colonel Holloway, with the improvements fug- 
gefted by him, was prelented to his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Ef- 
fendi, fecretary at war, for the Grand Seignor. I Ihould have ob- 
iejved, that thofe Mahometans who perform the pilgrimage to 
Mecca, are ever after called hadgi’s, or pilgrims, and much refpedl 
is paid them by the Turks. 

It may not be improper in this place to fay a few words relative 
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to the Turkifli fortifications in general. For the greater part, they 
confifi: of old turreted caftles, fituated on eminences, and furrounded 
by high walls. Little or no attention is paid to the keeping of them 
in repair ; and, as it is very much to be doubted whether they would 
be of any efficacy in cafe of a foreign attack and invafion, they 
ought, rigoroufly Ipeaking, to be confidered merely as fo many cita- 
dels, to awe the inhabitants, and to ferve, in cafes of inteffine com- 
motion, as a fhelter for the weaker party. 

The pachas of the different provinces, at whofe charge thefc works 
ought to be fupported and kept in repair, being quite uncertain how 
long they may be maintained in the enjoyment of their refipedive 
governments, make it their foie ftudy to enrich themfelves as 
promptly as they can. Indeed, the avarice and indolence by which 
the Turks in general are fo ftrongly charadlerized, and which effec- 
tually exclude all improvement, prevent them from beftowing either 
pains or expenfe on their fortifications. To thefe confiderations 
may be added the fatalifm they profefs. They declare themfelves 
fenfible of the approaching decay of their empire ; but have at the 
fame time received an affurance from the koran, that it is to rife 
again in greater fplendor than ever. The fupine and torpid ftate in 
which they are thus immerfed, can only be equalled by the patience 
and refignation which, under all misfortunes, they derive from the 
fame fburce. In each adverJe trial they exprefs themfelves by faying 
— “ it is the will of Heaven.”- 

On the fubjed of fortifications, they have an ancient proverb 
which fays, that “ it belongs to infidels to build, and to muffulmen 


I 
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« to take tkem.” This, like all other proverbial fayings, had once 
a ground for its fupport, but by no means applies to the prefent con- 
dition of the Turkilh empire, and to its relative fituation with the 

iieiglibouring chriftiaii powers. 

On the 12th, in the morning, our artificers embarked on board 
the tranfport ; and on that day a Ruffian fleet bound to Naples, with 
troops on board, deftined to form the body guard of his Neapolitan 
majefty, anchored in the harbour. On board this fleet were two 
Englifhmen, one a furgeon, the other a lieutenant, who had been 

fome years in the fervice of Ruffia. 

On the 1 3th, on my return from Chiflick and Galata, and after 
having paid a vifit to the imperial palace, I went on board the tranf- 
port to fee the convalefcents. Orders were given for the detachment 
of artillery to quit Chiflick on the following day, and to march to 
Buyukdere. In the evening the officers of the miffion were prefent 
at a ball and fupper given at the Ruffian palace, in compliment to 
the general of that nation, who commanded the troops deflined for 

Naples, 

On the 15th the detachment arrived at Buyukdere from Chiflick ; 
and on the lOth I rode to Belgrade, and returned to Buyukdere.- 
for feveral days pafl: much rain had fallen. I brought home with 
me fbme of the air of Belgrade to examine. The fituation of that 
place is delightfhlly rural, but fubjed to intermittent complaints, 
occafioned by the marfh miafma, exhaled from a- valley in its vici- 
nity. The houfe of the Britifh minifter ftands on a higher ground 
than the other buildings, and is cohfequently the raoft agreeable, as 
well as the mofl falubrious refidence in the village. 
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On the 17th, orders were received at Buyukdere to embark the 
whole of the detachment on the following Sunday for the Dardanelles. 

On the 19th, in the evening, we had a ftorm of thunder and 
lightning, attended by occafional fhowers. 

On the 21 ft, in the morning, I left Buyukdere with the detach- 
ment, which was, without lofs of time, embarked on board the 
traniport. 

The wind being foul, fo as to detain the traniport in the harbour, 
I had fufficient leifure, during the two fucceeding days, to vifit all 
my friends and connexions, and to take leave. 
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BEI’AOTE from constantietofee— votage to chennecaely-ses- 
TOS AND ABYDOS— TOWER OF LEANDER— AEKIYAL AT CHENNECAELY 
JOIN THE CAPITAN PACHA’s FEEET— VISIT OF THE OFFICERS ON BOARD 
THE SULTAN SEEIM— CHARACTER OF THE CAPITAN PACHA— PRESENT 
STATE OF THE TURKISH MARINE— DISHONESTY OF A TURKISH MARINE 
—TISIT TO THE ANCIENT SIGiEAN— RECOTERY OF SOME CURIOUS RE> 
MAINS OP ANTIQUITY— DESCRIPTION OP THE PLAIN OF TROY, AND 
THE TOMES OF ACHILLES, PATROCLUS, AND AJAX— MOUNT IDA— DE- 
SCRIPTION OP CHENNECAELY CASTLES OF THE DARDANELLES ABY- 

DOS— DECAPITATION OF A TURKISH ADMIRAL— DARDANIA— ORDERS 
RECEIVED TO RETURN TO CONSTANTINOPLE— ARRIVAL THERE. 

O N the 23 d, the wind having become fair, we failed from the 
harbour of Conftantinople. In paffing the Seraglio- point, wc 
fired a royal falute, and came to anchor in the evening off Selyvrie, 
a little beyond Buyukchechmegi, the pilot being apprehenfive that 
we Ihould otherwife reach the narrows before day-light, and that 
the fafety of the veffel would thus be endangered. Early the 
next morning we weighed anchor, and fteexed towards our deftina- 
tion. During the three following days we were becalmed between 
the ifiands of Marmora and Gallipoli. In this interval a gunner 
belonging to the detachment fell a viffim to a dyfenteric complaint. 

On the 28 th we anchored in the Dardanelles, oppofite Mito, m 
the bay of Nagara. We were clofe in with the Afiatic fhore, within 
half a mile of the - ancient city of Abydos, and about two miles dif- 
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tant from the caflles of Chennecally, to which we were bound. The 
ftation we had taken up was truly claffical, being very near the fpot 
where Leander, if the poets may be credited, fwam acrofs the Hel- 
lelpont to Seftos, to procure an interview with his beloved Hero. 
On the ancient medals of his native city Abydos, he is feen in the 
adl of fwimming, and endeavouring to reach the tower, on which, 
in commemoration of this event, Hero afterwards placed a torch. 
The veftiges of what is faid to have been the tower, which in later 
times was employed as a light-houfe, are to be feen ffcanding on a 
rock at the fea fide. 

About two hours after we had dropped our anchor, the fliip drove, 
and we were in danger of being carried over to the oppofite fhore. 
To prevent this we were under the neceffity of cutting our cable,, 
and of making fail. We anchored foon after withinfide the Capitan 
Pacha’s fleet, and about two miles below the town of Chennecally. 

On our coming to anchor, we faluted the Capitan Pacha with 
feventeen guns. Our falute having been returned, he came along- 
fide the tranfport in a very beautiful barge, manned by a confider- 
able number of rowers,, and invited General Koehler on board his 
fhip. The invitation was accepted ; and in the interview which 
took place it was fettled that on the following day all the officers 
belonging to the mifiion fhould be prefented to the Capitan Pacha- 

In the morning of the 29th, the general and officers went on 
board the flag'-fhip, the Sultan Selim, of one hundred and tirirty 
guns. They- were there prefented to the Capitan Pacha, by» whom- 
they were received with the utmoft attention and politene/s; they 
were then entertained with pipes, cofffee, and a variety .of.refr.elh- 
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merits, and were treated, in addition to the ufual ceremony, with 
tea a T Anglalfe, out of an elegant and fuperb tea equipage. The 
Capitan Pacha did them the honour to accompany them to every 
part of his fhip, w’hich they infpedled minutely, and ordered his 
crew to go through the cxercife of the middle deck guns. This was 
done by the word of command, and the manoeuvres executed with 
the greateft precifion and regularity. On his being complimented 
on the excellent order and good difcipline obferved on board his fliip, 
he handfomely declared, that .all the merit was due to Captain 
Samuel Hood, of the Saturn, who commanded the Ration off Alex- 
andria, previoufly to the arrival of Sir Sydney Smith. On many 
fubfequent occafions he has expreffed his obligations to that very 
meritorious and intelligent officer, for the effential improvements 
which, through him, he has been enabled to introduce into his fleet. 

Kuchuk Huflein, the prefent Capitan Pacha, or High Admiral, 
was originally a Georgian flave, and being a great favourite of the 
Sultan, with whom he fpent his childilh years, was elevated to his 
prefent office and dignity without having ferved in any fubordinate 
Ration in the Turkifli marine, in the amelioration of which, how- 
ever, he has difplayed great zeal and ability. 

It may be recolkaed, that at the end of the conteR between the 
■ Euffians and Turks, the marine of the latter was in a very wretched 
condition. Kuchuk Huflein has fince exerted himfelf, and not 
wholly without effea, to place it on a more relpeftable footing. 
Being diveRed of the , prejudices by which the Turks in general are 
fo powerfully aduated, he has, in concert with the Grand Seignor, 
introduced every innovation which could lead to improvement, and 
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profited by every information he could colled; relative to the more 
advanced Rate of naval fcience in the great maritime Rates of 
Europe. 

In Plate III. is to be feen a portrait of a Capitan Pacha, one of 
his predeceflbrs, habited in the robes of ceremony^ in which he ap- 
pears on all public occafions. 

It is fomewhat fingular that, notwithRanding the Grand Seignor 
poffeRes more ports and havens than any other European power, and 
is maRer of the Black Sea, the coaRs of which fupply him with 
materials for the conRrudion of his fliips of war, and although his 
capital is eRablifhcd on one of the fineR harbours in the univerfe. 
Rill his navy has for a feries of years made but a very infignificant 
figure in the hiRory of maritime nations. There was a time, in- 
deed, when it vied with the navies of Spain, of Venice, and of fe- 
veral other powers, then deemed of confiderable importance by fea 
but it has not kept pace with the progreffive improvements other 
countries have made. Under the preient Capitan Pacha it is now 
•affuming a much more promifmg afped. In addition to the more 
advantageous fyRem of naval tadics he is gradually introducing, 
feveral esperienced ftiip*builders from England, France, and Sweden, 
have been invited to the Turkifh dock-yards, where they have re- 
cently built feveral fine fliips of the line, together with frigates and 
fmaller veffels. Thus, was there not a probability that other caufes 
may operate to the decline of the empire, there would be a profped 
that the Ottoman navy might be raifed to that refpedability to 
which it feems naturally entitled ; for it Riould be recolleded that the 
Grand Seignor k the fovereign of thofe nations, by whom the firR 
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rudiments of maritime knowledge were taught, namely, the Pheni- 
cians, the Rhodians, the Greeks inhabiting the coafts of the Archi- 
pelago, the Cretans, &c. nations from their local fituation dellined, 
it Ihould feem, to the fcience and pradice of navigation. 

Levanti is the term which the Turks apply to the feamen of their 
own nation, as well as to all the foreigners employed in their marine. 
It would appear that it is a corruption of the Italian language, being 
applied by the Italians themfelves to the inhabitants of the coafts of 
Greece, and of the Archipelago, whence the greater part of thefe 
feamen are procured. They are in general a very unprincipled and 
turbulent fet of men, as was more particularly manifefted in Con- 
Rantinople, and in the fuburbs of Pera and Galata, a few days before 
the failing of the Capitan Pacha’s fleet. 

To return to my narrative. , On the 31 ft the officers and detach- 
ments landed for the purpofe of putting into execution the different 
plans which had been laid before the Grand Seignor, and approved 
by him ; and he had given the neceffary authority to have them 
carried into the fulleft effed. 

On the 2d of November, the Phaeton frigate. Captain Morris, 
arrived in the Dardanelles, having on board his Excellency the Earl 
of Elgin, his Britannic Majefty’s ambaffador to the, Sublime Porte, 

• ivith his lady and fuite. The general and all the officers of the 
miffion immediately went on board to pay their refpeds to his 
Lordfhip, and compliment him on his arrival. The Phaeton faluted 
the Capitan Pacha .with nineteen guiis, which were returned by an 
equal number. His Excellency, together with Lady Elgin, Captain 
Morris, and the principal perfons of the fuite, paid a vifit to the 
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Capitan Pacha on board the Sultan Selim. They were fainted on 
their way by both the Ihips ; and accepted of the Capitan Pacha’s 
invitation to partake of a Turkifli fupper. 

On the morning of the 3d, the Phaeton frigate, with the above- 
mentioned perfons on board, failed for Conftantinople. 

On the 5th, a ferjeant belonging to the military artificers, in pre- 
paring money for the payment of the detachment, in the prefence of 
a well dreffed galangis, or Turkifh marine, quitted the room for a 
moment, and left the money lying on the table. On his return, the 
galangis had difappeared wdth an hundred and twenty piaftres.* This 
circumftance having been made known, and the perfon of the delin- 
quent defcribed to the Capitan Pacha, the galangis, from a convidion 
that the inquiry which the Pacha had infiituted would inevitably lead 
to his difcovery, came -on the fecond evening after to the general’s 
houfe, and confefTed the robbery. The general, wdth great humanity, 
yielded to his felicitation, to endeavour, by a timely interference, to 
fave his life, and applied to the Pacha in his favour. Several days 
elapfed before this aifair was brought to the conclufion which the 
general wiflied. During that .interval, from his anxiety to prevent 
the unfortunate culprit from being ftrangled, he had exprelTed Ibme 
doubts relative to the identity of his perfon. In reply to this, the 
Pacha very handfomcly, and without hefitation, declared his full con- 
vidion that the galangis in quedion had taken the money, as he was 
certain that an Englifhman would not tell an untruth. 

On the /th, at eight in the morning, I accompanied the general 
and officers to Koum Kali, which we reached between ten and eleven 

* A piaftre is«qnal to about one Hulling and fixpence Englifh. 

IC 
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o’clock. We there paid our refpeas to the Bey, Adam Oglu, gover- 
nor of the four fortreffes, and of the diftria of the Dardanelles. He 
gave us a very civil reception, and fupplied us with horfes to proceed 
to the village of Giawr-keuy, or Janizari Cape, built on the fite of 
the ancient Sigxum, and ftanding on an eminence which commands 
the plain of Troy. The purport of our journey thither was to pro- 
cure a very curious bas-relief, and the celebrated Sigaean infcription, 
for Lord Elgin, who had feen them, and was defirous to tranfmit 
them to England. To accomplifh this, a firman was procured from 
the Capitan Pacha, who alfo furniftied a chaous to be the bearer of it. 
We were not long in coming at thefe valuable antiquities, which we 
found at the entrance of a fmall Greek chapel. The Greeks, by whom 
the village was exclufively inhabited, were extremely averfe to their 
being taken away. Their reludance, we were told, arofe from a fu- 
petftitious opinion they entertained, that by touching thefe ftones 
ao-ues were cured. We were, however, more fortunate on this occa- 
fion than the Count de Choifeul Gouffier was fome years before, m his 
attempt to remove the marble containing the Sigsean infcription. He 
failed, notwithftanding the firmans of HafiTan Pacha, who had aided 
him with all his influence over the Greeks : but our chaous, with the 
Capitan Pacha’s firman, effeded his purpofe. The block of marble 
on which the Sigsean infcription, fo frequently mentioned by anti- 
quarians, is cut, conftituted originally the pillar of an hermetic column. 
The words of the infcription itfelf are alternately written backwards 
' and forwards, a peculiarity which denotes it to be of the highefi; anti- 
quity. On the bas-relief we found five figures very finely fculptured, 
•but the heads^of which, with one exception only, were unfortunately 
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broken off. As this curious remnant of antiquity has, as well as the 
Sigffian infcription, been fmce conveyed to England, any further de- 
tails relative to it would be fuperfluous. 

We next vihted the tumuli, or barrows, which tradition has de- 
fcribed as the tombs of Achilles and Patroclus. At fom« Jiftance 
from them we faw another barrow, which is ftyied the tomb of Ajax. 

The plain of Troy, over which we rode, is of very confiderabic ex- 
tent, being about twelve miles in length, and from five to fix in 
breadth. It is fertile, and in a good Rate of cultivation. A great 
part of the land is laid out in pafturage, on which numerous herds of 
cattle browze. The rivers Scamander and Simoeis run meandering 
through the plain; and near to their confluence Hands the village of 
Bourna Baflii, on the fite, as is fuppofed, of the ancient Ilium- At 
an inconfiderable diflance from this village are to be feen the vefliges 
of an ancient temple dedicated to Apollo. Several other fmall villages 
are interiperfed. The Scamander being at prelent but fcantily fup- 
plied with water, a part of its bed affords herbage for cattle. 

From Giawr-keuy we had a fine and diftindl view of Mount Ida, 
and allb of the tomb from whence Polites", the fon of Priam, recon- 
noitred the forces of the Greeks. We were under the neceffity of 
deferring till a more convenient opportunity our projeded excurfion 
to Alexandria Troas, or, as it is now flyled by the Turks, Efca Stam- 
boul. We llcpt in a houle which the Bey had prepared for us.*‘ 

* For a more minute defcription of this highly celebrated fpot, I refer the reader to 
the Remarks and Obfervations on the Plain of Troy, publiflied in, 1800, by Captain 
Franklin, in the fervice of the Eaft India Company ; ■wherein the author expreflcs him- 
felf thoroughly fatisjfied with the corredbiefs of the pQct Homer in his beautiful defcrip- 
tion of Troy. 
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On the 8th we paid an early vifit to Adam Oglou, who accompanied 
us on our return to Chennecally, in compliance with an imperious 
. meffage he had received from the Capitan Pacha to repair thither. 
On this occafion he was extremely dejected, and appeared to labour 
under ftrong apprehenfions that his vifit to the Capitan Pacha would 
be attended by very ferious confequences. Indeed he did not fcruple 
to confels as much to General Koehler, whom he Iblicited to interfere 
in his behalf. In this the general was fuccefsful, but not before the 
Bey had been exceedingly alarmed at the appearances which manifefted 
themfelves againft him. He had previoully declared to feveral of our 
gentlemen, that he had conftantly at his command ten thouland fight- 
ing men, and that in the fpace of three days he could afiemble an 
army of forty thoufand. With fb confiderable a force in his hands, 
fuch is the fyftem purfued in Turkey, and fuch the confequences to 
be apprehended from a menacing meffage received from a minifler or 
other perfon high in authority, that Adam Oglou found himfelf placed 
in a very precarious and hazardous fituation. 

In the afternoon I made an excurfion of feveral miles into the in- 
terior of the country. Chennecally is fituated on the Afiatic fide of 
the Dardanelles, in a flat territory, which extends for feveral miles, and 
is terminated by a lofty chain of mountains reaching from Mount Ida. 
On the eaft and fbuth-wefl: fides the town is furrounded by marfhy 
grounds, which, being contiguous to it, raufi: unqueftionably fubjedl 
the inhabitants to intermittents. On the eaftern fide there is a very 
fine grove of fycamore trees. About eighteen months before the date 
of this part of the narrative, the plague extended itfelf to Chenne- 
cally, and carried off daily from thirty to forty of the inhabitants. 
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It is fald that the Dardanelles are never infefted by that difeafe, unlefs 
when it rages with great and uncommon violence at ConRantinople. 
A ftill more fmgular fad has alfo been Rated, namely, that in the 
town of Mito, on the European fide, and oppofite, to Abydos, the 
inhabitants are not fufceptible of the plague ; and that the infeded 
perfons, who have occafionally been brought thither by Health, have 
all recovered. 

The water in Chennecally being brackifli, and of a tafte difagree- 
able to the palate, the inhabitants are under the neceffity of obtain- 
ing their fupplies from the neighbouring fountains. The furrounding 
plain is in a tolerable Rate of culture, and abounds in vineyards, in 
addition to which there is fome produce of cotton, hemp, and different 
kinds of grain. Camels and buffaloes are employed for agricultural 
and other purpofes. The town is filthy in the extreme, the Rreets 
very narrow, and the houfes, which indeed refemble almoR all thofe 
that are to be met with in the TurkiRi towns and villages, wretchedly, 
bad. 

Game is in great plenty at Chennecally, as are alfo' turkeys, geele, 
ducks, and fowls. The mutton is of a good quality ; and there is a 
conRant fupply of excellent vegetables, as well as of fruits of every 
kind, when in fcafon. We. had not as yet been able to afcertain 
whether there was any public market for fiRi. The wine made at 
Chennecally is plealant and cheap. 

At this place there is a manufaRory of earthen ware, and another 
for the preparation of the fkins which are converted into the red, 
yellow, and black Turkey leather, held in fuch univerlal eRimation. 
Near this place the Capitan Pacha brings his fleet to anchor once a 
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year, to collect, for the Turkifli government, the annual tribute from 
the adjacent diftridls. He was expedled to tail for Conftantinople in 
the conrfe of a few days. 

The Dardanelles are principally defended by four caftles, on which 
are mounted a conliderable number of guns, many of them of an un- 
commonly large caliber, having, in Ibme inflances, a diameter of not 
leis than thirty inches. In one of thefe guns a Turk was leen by our 
party, leated, and in the adl of eating his meal. One of the caftles 
is fituated at Chennecally, and another on the oppofite fide of the 
ftraits at Kelletbahar. The other two are at the entrance of the Dar- 
danelles, one at Settelbahar, on the European fide, and the other at 
Koum Kali, on the Afiatic fide. 

At the time when Lieutenant-colonel Holloway and Major Hope 
were engaged in the furvey of the caftles and coaft, a pradice was 
made by the Turks from the great guns at Chennecally for the pur- 
pofe of convincing the Englifti officers that their large marble and 
granite balls, difcharged a ricochet^* would reach quite acrofs the Dar- 
danelles. They indeed furnilhed a melancholy proof of this ; a family 
of three individuals, fitting in a field on the oppofite fide, having been 
killed by one of the fhots. 

On the 9th, in the morning, the officers and men belonging to the 
Britifli military miffion aftembled on the efplanade, to receive the 

* In firing a ricochet, tlie piece is no more than half charged, infomuch that it car- 
ries the baU to a certain diftance only. In its fall, the latter Ikips, rolls, and makes 
rebounds ( ricochets), as is the cafe with pebbles thrown in a horizontal diredion on the 
furface of the water, in skimming which they produce what by boys are called ducks 
and drakes. This practice is employed to Iweep and clear a covered way, a rampart, 
&c. and its inventi^ is afcribed to the celebrated Vauban. 
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Capital! Pacha, who came thither in ftate to infpedl the nature and 
lituation of the propofed additional works, which had been traced out 
for that puipofe. He was fainted by the men of war and caftles, his 
K.ia Bey, with a numerous retinue, attending on the beach. 

The infpeaion having been gone through, and the necelTary ex- 
planations made to him, the Pacha paid many compliments to the 
general and officers, and expreffed his full and entire approbation of 
all that was propofed to be done. The works were accordingly com- 
menced without lofs of time. 

On the nth, much rain, accompanied with thunder and lightning, 
having fallen the preceding evening, and the ftorm having continued 
during the whole of the night, we experienced a very great and fud- 
den change of weather. The wind had ffiifted to the north-eafl: ; 
and as we were without fires, we found the cold, which had come 
upon us thus unexpededly, very unpleafant. In riding out this day, 
I examined the fpot on which the ancient Abydos is faid to have been 
fituated, and found upon it feattered fragments of old bricks, Rones, 
&c. which furnifti an evident proof that it was the fite of fome an- 
cient town. IScar to this fpot a late Capitan Pacha eredled a kiofijue 
ornamented by a fine fountain, and alfo a mofque. The kiofque being 
fituated at the head of a bay, which, during the winter months, ferves 
for the anchorage of the Turkiffi fhips of war, is a favourite refideiice 
of the prefent Capitan Pacha. 

On the morning of the I2th I rode to a Turkiffi village, diRant 
from Chennccally abotit three miles. It was of the fame defeription 
with the villages I have already noticed. The late heavy falls of rain 
had fet the country people to work : while fbme of them were bufied 
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in pruning tlieir vines, others were employed in the fields in ploughing 
and in fowing their barley. 

On the 15th the Capitan Pacha, who had moved his fleet to the 
bay of Nagara, near Abydos, promoted one of his captains to the rank 
of rear-admiral. We were given to underfland that this promotion 
took place in confcquence of a Turkifli admiral having been decapi- 
tated for negledt of duty, in fuIFering Bonaparte to make his efcapc 
by fea from Egypt. The newly created admiral was faluted on the 
occafion by the fliips of the Turkifli fquadron. 

On the 1 8 th I received a vifit from Dr. Rhazi, phyfician to the 
Capitan Pacha, with whom I had made an acquaintance the preced- 
ing evening at the houfe of the Ruffian conful. On the following 
day, after having- accompanied him to the general’s houfe, we vifited 
together two of the Turkifli captains who were indifpofed. A con- 
firmation of the news of Bonaparte’s cfcape from Egypt reached Chen- 
necally this day. 

On the 24th I walked to the fite of the ancient Abydos, which I 
had more leifure to infped than on my firfl: vifit. In addition to the 
abundance of fragments of bricks, and heaps of {tones and rubbifli, 
which were {battered over the entire furface of the ground, I noticed 
a fmall portion of a wall of a tower of confiderable thicknefs, the only 
veftige of a ruin ftiil ftanding. 

For feveral preceding days the weather had been cold, rainy, and 
tempeftuous, the thermometer ranging from 42 to 45 degrees. It 
cleared up on the 25th, when I had a pleafant morning’s ride to the 
fpot where the ancient Dardania itood. On the ground I found frag- 
ments of bricks profufely fcattered. Thefe, together with the flones 
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and rubbifli with which they were blended, w^ere irrefragable proofs of 
the remote exiftence of buildings on the fpot, near to which I obferved 
the Yefliges of an. ancient fort. 

On the 2Gth I made an excurfion to the mountains, whence I had 
the fatisfadion of Purveying one of the moft beautiful profpeds ima- 
gination can paint. In my rear was Mount Idaj and in front the 
Dardanelles, together with Imbros, Samothrace, and the Saronic gulf. 
Tenedos, Lemnos, and the ^Egean Sea, were to the left ; and to the 
right Gallipoli, Marmora, and other diftant objcds. The fun fhining 
very bright, the tops of Mount Ida, and of the Samothracian hills, 
glittered with accumulated maffes of fnow. 

The Capitan Pacha having this day given an order that fcveral un- 
ferviceable guns ihould be broken in pieces, the Topgis Badii, or 
commandant of Turkilh artillery, took the following method to carry 
it into execution. A large pile of w'ood having been laid on the guns, 
was let fire to in the evening, and kept burning until early the next 
morning, when an account was brought that a Turkifh gunner had 
been killed, and the Capitan Pacha s chief gunner wounded, by the 
burfting of one of the guns in the fire. In accounting for this acci- 
dent, various opinions were entertained. It was afenbed by fome to 
the circumflance of a quantity of cold water having been throwm on 
the heated metal by the Turks employed in the operation; but it 
appeared to us ftill more probable that, having negledled to withdraw 
the charge, an explofion took place on the gun being heated. Several 
of the fragments were thrown to a confiderable diftance. The poor 
Topgis Bafhi was fo much alarmed by the difaftrous event which 
had occurred, that l^e immediately betook himfelf to flight, as did 
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On the 1 2th a grand diplomatic dinner, at which iixty-two perfons 
were prefent, was given by Lord Elgin. All the officers belonging to 
the miffion partook of this fplendid fete. In the morning I inoculated 
Mailer Sydney Smith, who had been under preparation forfome days. 

On the morning of the 14th 1 made a tour through the city of 
Conllantinople, in company with Mr. Thornton, the Englilh mer- 
chant, who, upon a variety of occaixons, had manifelled much friendly 
attention to his countrymen. The weather w^as remarkably fine, but 
at the fame time cold, it having frozen during the night. We took 
boat at Galata, and landed within a fmall dillance of the ancient 
caftle denominated by Europeans the Seven Towers, and by the Turks 
YeddihiU. Four only of the towers, eredled in the ancient wall, are 
left Handing, the others having been thrown down by the great earth- 
quake of 17 08.'* From this place we prolecuted our walk without 
the walls of the city, and vifited a Greek church, and alfo a Turkifli 
cemetery, whence we had a fine view of the callle of the feven towers, 
and of the fea. In the courfe of our perambulation we faw the ruins 
of the palace of Belifarius, below which we at length took boat, and 
arrived at Galata in the afternoon.'!' 

On the 15 th I dined with the Danifii charge d’affaires, Baron 
Hubfch, and in the evening paid a vifit to the internuncio, who had 
a public night. Much rain having fallen for leveral days fucceffively, 
and the temperature of the air being precifely fuch as to favour the 

^ WitMn tliefe towers ftate aiid oth^r prifoners are confined- The refident French 
minifterj charge d’affaires, at Conftantinople, with federal other perfons of the fame 
nation, were fent hither when die war broke out between France and Turkey, and 
thefe people were liberated from their confinement when the late peace was iigned. 

^ f I am inclined to believe that the circumference of the cjfy of Conftantinople does 
not exceed fourteen or fixteen miles, independently of che' fnbu^hs, which appear nearly 
as large as the city itfelE 
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produaion of the plague, I felt much uneafinefs left that terrible 
fcourge fhould become prevalent in Conftantinople before our depar- 
ture. My apprehenfions were encrealcd on the 1 7 th, by an incident 
which happened to myfelt. I had fent my boots to be repaired to a 
fhoemaker, at whofe houfe I afterwards found the plague had broken 
out. In confcquence of this event my boots were detained ; and I 
learned on inquiry that the infeded perfon had been conveyed to the 
peft-houfe. 

Several Turks who had recently committed robberies were appre- 
hended on the 18th, and executed in a fummary way. They were 
hung to door-pofts, on which the bodies were to remain lufpended 
during three days as a public example. 

On the igth I rode through Conftantinople to the Adrianople gate. 

I dined afterwards at the German palace, and went thence to the 
Engliih palace, where Lord Elgin had a public night. 

On the 21 ft, in an excurfion through Conftantinople, I infpeded 
the hans, or, as their name implies, public buildings, fet afide for the 
Turkifli merchants, who have fmail apartments for their refidence, 
and for the lodging and fale of their goods. At the bottom is a large 
open fquare, and above a colonnade or gallery, which invefts the whole 
of the building. This gallery conducts to the apartments of the mer- 
chants, which are neat and commodious. In Conftantinople the hans 
differ effentially from thofe which are met with in travelling through 
the different parts of Turkey, the latter being in every refped inferior. 
Thofe of the capital are in general fpacious ftrudures, which the mu- 
nificence of the fultans and Turkilh grandees have fupplied, for the 
advantage of comiqprce, and for public benefit. Being conftruded of 
ftone,. they are praof againft fire; dnd in foveral of them there are 
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three ftages of apartments, in which the merchants who refort to the 
capital from every part of the Turkifli empire, are, as well as the 
commodities they have brought thither by the caravans, conveniently 
accommodated. 

On the 25 th, being Chriftmas day, all the officers belonging to the 
miffion dined with the general. The following day was w^arm, and 
remarkably fine, fimilar to the weather in England in the months of 
May and June; but on the 27th, the chilling rains again fet in. 
Thefe fudden tranfitions are very frequent in Turkey, and certainly 
have a ftrong tendency to the production of difeafe. The rains con- 
tinued to fall at Intervals for feveral lucceeding days, and the air be- 
came cold and raw, the thermometer having fallen from 54 to 40 
degrees, at which it Hood on the Sift. It was moft probably owing 
to this very unfettled ftate of the atmofphere that, on the day of the 
new year, I was feized with rigors, accompanied by lymptoms of fever, 
which confined me for feme time to my bed. In the interim, as the 
cold became more intenfe, the weather became more fettled : during 
three days there was a conftant fall of fnow, and the thermometer 
ftood at 1 6- 

On the 4 th of January, 1800, the Young James, an Engliffi mer- 
chantman, arrived in the harbour of Conftantinople : flie had on board 
Mr. Barker, junior, the draughtfman, the objeCt of whofe voyage was 
to haake drawings of the moft interefting and ftriking views of Con- 
ftantinople for his panorama. I muft add, in jufticc to Mr. Barker, 
that he has been extremely fuccefsful in his two views of that. place, 
than which nothing can be more correft. 

Nothing material occurred until the 8th, ys^hen, finding myfelf 
tolerably recovered from my late indilpofition / 1 dined with Lord 
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Elgin, and returned to Galata in the evening, in the midfl: of a heavy 
fall of rain. Owing to the unufual feverity of the weather, and the 
want of fire-places, the pradice of burning charcoal in the apartments 
to heat them had become very frequent both among the inhabitants 
and fiirangers, and was indeed in a manner indifpenfable. For this 
purpofe the charcoal was put into earthen pans, called monguls, from 
whence it exhaled its mephitic vapours, and mufl: have been produc- 
tive of much mifchief in clofe and confined apartments, if we could 
judge from the efFeds it produced on us, who took every precaution 
to renew the air. The mod fenfible of thefe effeds were headach, 
vertigo, naufea, and a violent throbbing pain in the temples. We 
found that fatal confequences had already refulted from this pradice 
in the courfe of the prelent feafon, feveral perfons, in w’^hofe rooms 
charcoal had been burned during the night, having been found dead 
the next morning. Among thefe we were told of fcven ladies be- 
longing to the Grand Vizier, who had been found dead in their apart- 
ments a few mornings before, and whofe death was to be afcribed to 
no other caufc. Added to its ufual noxious qualities, the charcoal 
made in Turkey is extremely bad, and by no means fufficicntly charred. 

The natural fmall-pox had lately been very prevalent in Condan- 
tinople, and was extremely fatal in its effeds. The great mortality 
it occafioned was in fome mcafure to be afcribed to the mode of 
treatment, and the methods employed. The heat of the apartments 
in which the fick wxre confined, and in which charcoal and other 
inflammatory fubftances were burned, was equal to that of a hot- 
houfe ; and being extremely bppreffive to perfoife in health, could 
not fail to have a finifter tendency in cafes of eruptive fever, which 
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required indeed a treatment altogether different from that which was 
purfued.*" 

It was reported, on the 10th, that feveral perfons had died of the 
plague in. the quarter in which we refided. The weather was ftill 
cold, rainy, and unpleafant. 

On the 13th, in the evening, a party was made to the bath. From 
the following account of the proceffes and operations to which we 
were fubjeded, it will be feen that the employment of the baths in 
Turkey differs very effentially from our ideas of bathing. It is a luxury 
which contributes at once to the health and enjoyment of the natives 
of the eafl, who may, perhaps, the women efpecially, be accufed in 
fome inftances of employing it to excefs, fo as to induce a general 
debility of the fyftem. 

We undreffed in an outer apartment, or veflibule, of a fquare form,' 
and very fpacious and lofty, in the centre of which was a fountain, 
round which wooden platforms were raifed, and on thefe mattreffes 
and pillows laid for the convenience of the perfons coming out of the 
bath. In this outer apartment the thermometer flood at 50 ; and 
my pulfe beat fixty flrokes in a minute. I had at the time a flight 
headach. Inflantly on my entering the inner apartment, my body 
was covered by a fiiffufion of moiflure. In the centre was a larsje 

... ■ Elgin having happily introduced into praftice the inoculation of cow- 

pox -at Conftantinople, the mortality from variolous difeafe will in future, I trull, be 
confiderably lefiened. 

His Lordship began with the inoculation of his own child : the difeafe, on its produc- 
tion, was fo extremely mild, that feveral Chriftian families fpeedily followed his Lofd- 
Ihip’s laudable example. This fuccefs induced the Turks to leffen their prejudices 5 and 
feveral inftances occurred, before I quitted Turkey, in which they had fubmitted to the 
vaccine inoculationpupon their children with, the ufual happy eonfequences. 
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marble flab, ralfcd about a foot from the ground, on which a coloured 
^Plan war fpread. and another rolled up in the form of a pillow 
My companrons and myfelf being now equipped, each of us with a 
napkm round h.s middle, were laid down, and our joints kneaded 
pie e by the attendants, one of whom direaed his attention 
to each of the party. During this operation we perfpired very co- 
poufly, at the fame time that the heat was by no means difagree- 
e remained in this apartment twenty minutes, the ther- 
mometer Handing at n and my pulfe having rifen to . 20 . My 
hcadach was entirely fubdued. We had now a fecond procefs to 
undergo and were for that purpofe cond„aed into another apart- 
en t hkewife heated by concealed (loves, the (lone pavement of 
w 1C 1 was o hot as to be very unpleafant to the feet, which were 
owever, .n fome meafure defended by a kind of wooden pattens 
with which we were provided. We were there rubbed over with 
a glove or (Irigd, made of doth manufadlured from camels’ hair 
the fridion from which was far from difagreeable. I„ the courfe of 
this operation, large portions of the cuticle fell ofF. We were now 
carefully waflred with warm water, and the ablutions and fridions 
continued alternately for the fpace of fcveral minutes. The third 
and laft procefs confifted in our being well lathered with foap from 
head to foot by the means of a linen mop. The fuds having been 
waftied OfF. we were nicely enfolded with clean linen, and conduded 
to the outer apartment, where we had undreffed ourfelves. Pre- 
viou% to our quitting the heated room, I examined the thermo- 
meter, which flood at 104. The heat of the water employed in 

the ablutions was 1 14 degrees, and my pulfe rofe to 128, being at 

% 

M 
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the fame time full and firm. We now lay down on the raifed plat- 
forms I have before defcribed, and on which clean linen was fpread 
for us. We were next prefented with coffee and pipes of tobacco ; 
and, finally, our bodies were kneaded and preffed, with a view to the 
abforption of the perfpirable matter, which continued to flow from us 
very copioully for a confiderable time after we had quitted the bath. 
It was no longer fenfible at the expiration of two hours, when we 
began to drefs : I experienced, however, at that time fo great a de- 
gree of thirft, that I was obliged to have recourfe to a draught of 
water. My pulfe, which was ftill firm and full, fubfided to 80 ; and 
my headach returned, with a throbbing pain of the temples. In 
returning home, we took the precaution to be well covered. We 
paid two piaftres and a half each at the bath. 

In Conftantinople the number of public baths is very confiderable. 
Several of them, for the accommodation of the indigent, have been 
fucceffively founded by the munificence of the Sultans. The private 
baths are equally numerous, there being fcarcely a houfe of any re- 
fpedlability unprovided with one of them, in which every conve- 
nience is to be found. This will not appear extraordinary when it 
is confidered that the praftice of bathing, independently of its being 
a luxury fo well adapted to the climate of Turkey, is, among the 
Mahometan inftitutions, the one to which, from motives of cleanli- 
nels, the mofl: ffridl obferVance is paid. 

On the 15 th I went on board the Young James, the Englilh mer- 
chantman lately arrived, to vifit a feaman who was dangeroufly ill. 
On the 17th I went from Galata to Conftantinople, where I faw the 
Grand Seignorand retinue, go in proceflion to the mofque. Prepa- 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


83 


rations were making by the general and feveral of the officers to pro- 
ceed to Syria by land ; and in the interim the tranfport was ordered 
to be got ready for the conveyance of the remainder of the officers 
and the detachment, by fea. It was evident that the overland party 
would have to encounter a very haraffing journey, and many diffi- 
culties. Inftead of the inns which elfewffiere furniffi folace and re- 
■^effiment to the wearied traveller, it is true that hans or kanns are 
to be found in every town, and in the greater part of the villages, 
for the accommodation of both man and horfe. As, however, no 
dependance can be placed on finding refrefhments in them, the tra- 
veller is under the neceffity of providing himfelf with whatever may 
be requifite to his fupport. Thefe kanns are fpacious buildings, 
having on each fide a railed floor, on which the travellers fpread 
their mats, or carpets, to rcpofe themfelves, while the centre is oc- 
cupied by the horfes. They are conftantly open to receive thole 
who are in need of an alylum for reft. In travelling, the Turks are 
in geneial furniflied according to their rank and conlequence, and to 
the feivicc they have to perform. They are ufually accompanied by 
a Mikmendar, a Chiaous, a Cavalhc, or a Tartar, whofe duty it is 
to procure piovilions, and provide every thing requifite to the ac- 
complilhment of the journey. Such, however, is the rapacity of 
thefe attendants, that, often not content with having every neceflary 
fupplied by the needy and fuffering inhabitants, they demand what 
in Turkiffi is called here el dars, which implies Ibmething for the ule 
of the teeth. 

The 1 8 th being her Majefty’s birth-day, I was prcfent at a ball 

M2 • 
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and fupper given on the- occafion by Lord Elgin. The company 
was very numerous, and the tables fplcndid and well lerved. 

On the morning of the IQth, General Koehler, Major Fletcher, 
Captain Leake, Mr. Pink the draughtfman, and Mr. Carllfle, from 
the Britifh ambaffador’s palace, all of them equipped as Tartars, left 
Conftantinople to proceed to Syria by land. 

On the 20th I was prefent at a religious ceremony of the dervifes, 
or Turkifh prlefts. The houfe in which they affembled was of an 
otSagon form, with two galleries, the upper of which, fopported by 
pillars, was occupied by muliclans, who played very foft and folemn 
mufic. In the lower gallery were ftationed the Turks and others 
who attended to witnels this very fmgular fcrvice. Round the apart- 
ment were hung in frames feveral Arabic fentences, one of which, 
in particular, was fufpended exadlly over the head of the fuperior 
of the dervifes. He was feated ; and each of the dervifes, on enter- 
ing, bowed to him, and then took his place in the lower gallery. 
Between twenty and thirty of thefe monks being afferablcd, the fu- 
perior repeated a prayer, during the continuance of which they 
kneeled, and bowed their heads to the floor, which they occafionally 
appeared to kifs. After they had chaunted for fome time, with the 
accompaniment of the mulic in the gallery, the fuperior rofe, and 
with a flow and folemn pace walked three times round the apart- 
ment, bowing when he pafled the Arabic infeription, beneath which 
he had been feated. The other dervifes now rofe, and having re- 
peated this ceremony after him, the fuperior again feated himfelf. 

The ftrangeft part of the fervice was yet to- come. The fanatical 
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(lervifes next threw ofF their mantles, and fuddenly letting drop a 
kind of cloth, or woollen petticoat, began fucceffirely to fpin round, 
each of them taking a Ration, on which he continued to whirl, as if 
on an axis, during the fpace of twenty minutes, without coming in 
contact with thofe who were neareft to him. In this exercife, in 
the courfe of which they turned round with great celerity, to aug- 
ment the giddinefs w-hich was to produce a holy intoxication, they 
had at fiift their arms crofled, with their hands placed on their 
flioulders. As the velocity of their motion increafed, they held 
them up ; and finally extended them in a horizontal pofition, but 
Rill without encountering thofe who were within their reach. This 
ceremony, which w'as thrice performed, was conRantly accompanied 
by the fbft mufic trom the ' gallery ; and throughout the whole of 
it great order and folcmnity prevailed. The coRume w^orn by thefe 
dervifes is ot a light quaker colour; and a competent idea of it wilt 
be formed from Plate IV . in which one of their fuperiors is faithfully 
reprefented. 

There is another fe<R of dervifes very different in their habits from 
thofe whofe religious ceremonies I have juR defcribed, and who are 
Ryled Mewliachs. Thefe are the Tadla Tepens, or board-beaters, 
the regulations of whofe order are Rill more difmal and auRere. I 
had not an opportunity to be prefent at their devout exercifes, which, 
as I was told, require an exertion of the lungs equal to that of the 
limbs in the circular motions of the preceding fedl. As, in perform- 
ing thefe motions, the Mewliachs acquire a greater energy in pro- 
portion as the giddy intoxication increafes, and whirl round with 
more precipitancy, fo the board-beaters, following each other with 
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great folemnity round their chapel, repeat aloud the word Allah ! 
to the beat of a drum, until its ftrokes are at length quickened to 
fuch a degree, as to produce, in many inftances, by the ftreporous 
exertions with which they are followed, a fpitting of blood. The 
dervifes in general are regarded as prophets by the deluded multitude. 

The intercepted difpatches from the French army of Egypt, which 
have been the fubje<5l of fo many converfations, and have been fmce 
given in an Englilla drefs, were, on the 22d, brought to Conftan- 

tinople, having been forwarded to Lord Elgin by Lord Vifcount 
Nelfbn. 

.On the 25th, Captain Lacy left Conftantinople with Important 
difpatches for the Grand Vizier. Corporal Wilkinfon, belonging 
to the miffion, lay at this time dangeroufly ill of a putrid fever. 

On the 28th, the Ramazan, a Turkifla faR fimilar to our lent, 
commenced. It was to continue during a month, in the courfe of 
which a raoft rigid abftinence was to be obferved from fun-rife to 
fun-fet. In the evening I went to Tophana, to witnefs the illumi- 
nations, leRmties, and popular amufements, which were to fucceed 
to the penance of the day. The fun was no fooner fet than all the 
moiques of Conftantinople, and of the fuburbs, were lighted up, both 
internally and externally, with coloured lamps. The minarets, or 
towers, were alfo decorated in .the fame manner ; and the effeft of 
thefe, and of the other illuminations, was very lively and piaurefque. 
Taken altogether, it was one of the moft fplendid fights that could 
be witnefTed. I had taken my Ration very conveniently to enjoy 
all the brilliancy of the fpeftacle. In the mean time nothing was 
neglecfted which could tend to amufe and gratify the people : the 
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fliops of the paftry-cooks and confedioners, together with the cofFee- 
houfes, and other places 0/ public entertainment, were nicely deco- 
rated and lighted up ; while exhibitions of low humour and buffoon- 
ery prefented themfelves at almofl every ftep to attradl the notice 
of the populace. The ftreets were every where crouded with groups, 
whofe feflivities were to be prolonged until the morning’s dawn, 
wdien the faffing was to recommence. I did not of courfe wait until 
the termination of the feene, but returned home after a mofl: agree- 
able evening’s entertainment. 

On the Sift I made an excurfion to the towers fttuated on the 
banks of the Bofphorus. On the 4 th of February I had an interview 
with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Effendi, from whom I had re- 
ceived an invitation to that effedt. On the 7 th I went to the tower 
of Galata, where Mr. Barker was bufied in fketching one of the 
views of Conftantinople for the panorama. I was much pleafed at 
the correftnefs and precifion which he difplayed in its execution. 

On the evening of the Qth, a Greek marriage was folemnized at 
the palace of the Ruffian ambaffador. It had attrafted a very nu- 
merous and brilliant company, which I found affembled. The 
ceremony was performed by the Greek patriarch. The bride and 
bridegroom were very elegantly dreffed, as indeed was the cafe with 
the company in general, a great profufton of diamonds being dif- 
played by the females. The bride was decorated by long flowi g 
ftreamers of gold tinfel, which, extending from the top of the head, 
trained on the ground. She diftributed to her young female friends 
portions of thefe ftreamers, a cuftom which feems to correfppnd 
with ours, of giving white ribbons as wedding favours. The cere- 
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mony being concluded, the evening was fpent in dancing waltzes 
and Greek and Englilh country dances, after which a fplendid fupper 
was given. 

On the following evening a ball, at which I was prefent, was 
given by the bride s father, M. Pifani, the principal interpreter to 
the Britifli embalTy ; and on the 12 th I was invited to a ball and 
fupper given at the German palace, to celebrate the birth-day of 
the Emperor of Germany. 

The weather had been for fbme time cold and raw, with occa- 
lional falls of fnow ; but on the 14th it became more temperate, in 
confequence of the heavy Ihowers which had fallen during the pre- 
ceding night. On the 15th, intelligence reached Conftantinople 
that a convention had been agreed to, by which the French troops 
were to evacuate Egypt. By the fame courier we learned that 
General Koehler had reached Koniah, in Aha Minor, after having 
experienced many difficulties on his route thither. 

The lOth being the birth- day of Mrs. Spencer Smith, the lady of 
the Bntiffi fecretary of legation, there was a malked ball in the even- 
ing at the German palace. Several of the charaders were fupported 
with much humour. On the following evening a ball and fupper 
were given by Lord Elgin in compliment to the newly married 
Greek couple. It was truly the feafon of feffivities at Conftantl- 
nople, both among the Chriffians and Mahometans. With refped 
to the latter, indeed, not a night paffes during the continuance of 
the Ramazan, without its being marked by ffime particular feffival. 

On the 18th I went on board a Ruffian fhip of war lying in the 
harbour, in the vicinity of Tophana, having received an invitation 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


89 

to a public bieakfail: given by the captain, on the occafion of the 
promotion of one of his officers. The reception I met with was ex- 
tremely polite and attentive; and in the courfe of the entertainment 
fome fmgular ceremonies occurred, which it will not be amifs to 
detail. Previoufly to the breakfaft, tongues and liqueurs were pre- 
Icntcd to us a cuftom which w’e were given to underftand is con- 
ftantly obferved by the Ruffians. During the breakfaft, which was 
of the moft fumptuous kind, feveral toafts, given by the captain, 
were drank, and cheered three times. The captain now entertained 
us with a Ruffian dance, while a part of the crew, cleanly dreffed 
for the occafion, fung to an accompaniment of Ruffian mufic. After 
a ffiort interval, the captain fell on the deck, apparently from acci- 
dent, when the fingers took him in their arms, and toffed him in 
the air, repeating certain phrafes. Each of the guefts afterwards 
underwent the fame ceremony. The next fmgular occurrence 
was, that, on the health of the Ruffian minifter at Conftantinople 
being given by the captain, he demanded aloud what others would 
do lor him. Inftantly a Ruffian officer, and nearly twenty of the 
crew, jumped from the cabin window into the tea, with their clothes 
on. The Hern ladders were the only refource they had to get on 
board again ; and on their entering the cabin with their wet clothes, 
they danced round the captain, occafionally proftrating themfelves 
at his feet. On our going on fhore, the greater part of the barge’s 
crew threw themfelves into the water, and fwam by her fide until 
we reached the beach. A few piaftres diftributed among them 
were, as I apprehend, confxdcrcd by them a fufficient rccompenfe 
for the ducking to which they had fubjeded themfelves; 
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This being the feafon of the carnival, there were frequent malted 
balls at the palaces of the dilferent minifters. I was prefent on the 
evening of the 19 th, at one given by the PrulTian envoy, which was 
very fully attended. On this and other fimilar occafions many of 
the charadlers were well fupported ; and much mirth and feftivity 
prevailed among the guefts. The relaxations of the carnival were 
rendered the more ftriking by the tamenels and inlipidity which, at 
other times, charadlerized the entertainments and amulements of 
the place in which we refided. 

On the 20th a fire broke out at Conftantinople ; but it was very 
fpeedily fubdued. About this time reports of the prevalence of the 
plague were again abroad. ■ They were confirmed by the repeated 
opportunities I had of leeing the corpfes of perfons whofe death was 
afcribed to that caufe, carried for interment, with the cullomary 
fign or token of a red cloth thrown over the bier, and enveloping 
the dead body. At the burial of one of thefe peftiferous fubjeas, a 
few days before, I was not a little furprifed at feeing one of the men 
employed in removing the corpfe from the bier to the ground, prc- 
vioufly to its being depofited in the grave, take, with all the indif- 
ference imaginable, between his teeth, one of the ends of the red 
cloth in which it was enclofed. He did this to raife up the corpfe 
the more readily, it being none of the lighteft. It was, according to 
the Turkifli cuftom, interred without a coffin, and naked, as is al- 
mofi: invariably the ufage. • Neither the corpfe in queftion, nor thofe 
I had feen buried on former occafions, difeovered any particular marks 
differing from thofe which manifeft themfelves in cafes of the fatal 
termination of malignant fever. There was of courle no appearance 
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of peftllential tumours. Three houfes at Pera, in which the plague 
had broken out a few weeks before, ftill remained fliut up. 

Precifely at two in the afternoon of the 23 d, the biram was an- 
nounced by the firing of guns. This feftival, which fucceeded the fail 
of the Ramazan, was to lafl: for three days, during which the Turks 
were to feaft, and to indulge themfelves in every poffibie licepce, 
as a compenfation for the ievere penance to which they had been 
obliged to fubmit during the preceding month. On the following 
morning, at four o’clock, I went with a party to Conflantinople to 
fee the proceffion of the biram. We found the flreets through which 
it was to pafs already lighted up, and all the necefiary preparations 
made. Shortly after day-break the ceremony commenced ; and 
between fix and feven o’clock the Grand Seignor, richly dreffed, and 
attended by a numerous and fplendid retinue, paffed by the fpot 
where we had taken our ftand. Many new and elegant fatin drefies 
were dilplayed on this occafion ; but as the ceremonial differed but 
little from the proceffion of the biram courbam I have already de- 
fcribed, I fliall difmifs the fubjed bj? obferving, that the Capitaii 
Pacha attended with his cJiiaouJes and that the proceffion w^ent, 
as in the former cafe, to the mofque of Sultan Achmet. 


* The chiaoufcs are a defcription of fubordinate officers, or meffengers, a<SHng under 

the Chiaoiis and wliofe employment refembles in fome inilances tfiat of our 

yeomen of the guards, with this ftriking exception, however, that they hold them- 
felvcs in conftant readinefs to be difpatched to every part of the empire on public bu£- 
nefs, and are entrufted with the firmans, difpatches, &c. They likewife precede the 
Sultan, and great officers of ftate, either on foot or on liorfeback, with filver fiicks, 
from the top of which - fmall balls of the fame metal are appended, as a badge of their 
office. 
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In. all fimilar proceffions the Grand Seignor is preceded by the 
Capi Aga, or Capi Agaffi, a Turkilh officer of high rank and dignity, 
and the chief of the white eunuchs. He is governor or grand mailer 
of the gates of the Seraglio, attends conflantly on the Sultan’s per- 
fon, and introduces ambaffadors to their audiences. It is through 
the medium only of this officer that any perfon is permitted to enter 
the apartments of the Grand Seignor; and he conflantly accompa- 
nies the latter when he vifits the apartments of the Sultanas, taking 
his flation withoutfide the door. In the portrait of a Capi Aga, 
Plate V . it will be feen that he is without a beard and without 
muflaches, the reafbn of which will be readily underflood, when it 
is remembered that he is the chief of the eunuchs. The capigisj, 
afting under him as porters, or door-keepers, are employed in the 
execution of a Pacha, or other perfon of rank, who is to be poifoned, 
firangled, beheaded, or otherwife taken off, according to the nature 
of his ofFence, or the degree of confequence he may have pofTefled. 

During the latter part of the month of February, and the com- 
mencement of March, the ch9,nges of weather were fiidden and ex- 
traordinary. At intervals the fnow fell in abundance, with a cold 
and raw air ; while at other times there was a confiderable degree 
of heat in the atmofphere, accompanied by heavy fhowers of rain. 
Thefe unufual and frequent alterations of the weather were produc- 
tive of catarrhs, coughs, and fore throats, which became very general 
in the Turkifh capital and fuburbs. The 7th of March being a very 
fine and warm day, I took a morning’s walk in the environs of 
Bifhidlafh, and faw, for the firfl time during the feafbn, feveral very 
young lambs. Their ficfh is not allowed to be eaten in Turkev until 
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tlie month of April Among the Mahometans there is an entire 
prohibition of poll, which is, notwithftanding, allow'^ed to be brought 
to market, at the commencement of the fpring feafon, for the ufe of 
the foreign minifters, and other chriffian refidents. This indulgence 
afforded us an opportunity of purchaling a joint of pork, which, very 
unfortunately, we fent to a Turkifti baker to be cooked. The dif- 
covery w’hich enfiied had nearly fubjecfted us to Ibme very unplea- 
fant circumftances ; and 'the poor baker was made to pay a fine of 
twenty piaftres. 

On the loth, a flight fhock of an earthquake was felt at Galata. 

On the I2tn the weather again became unpleafantly cold, with 
falls of fiiow : during the night the thermometer was below the 
freezing point. This intemperature of the air, which could fcarcely 
ha^e been expedfed in fiich a climate, now that the fpring was faffc 
advancing, continued, with almoft unabated feverity^ till towards 
the clofe of the month ; not, however, without fome of thofe tran- 
fitions which I have had fuch repeated occafions to notice, and which 
were neceffarily produdlive of many ailments. It appeared that in 
Afia the weather was much milder, and indeed altogether different 
from that which we experienced at Conftantinople ; for on the 23d, 

I purchafed feveral bunches of violets and narciffus flowers, brought 
from that quarter. They were at that time fent in great abundance 
from the interior of the Afiatic territory to the capital ; but were no, 
where to be feen on the banks of the Bofphorus. 

A few days prior to the lafl: date of my narrative, an incident oc- 
curred which terminated in a Angular way. One of the men be- 
longing to the Britifli million was, without any provocation on his 
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iide, aiTaulted by a Turk, who attempted to ftab him with his yati- 
kan. On a report of this outrage being made to the Capitan Pacha, 
to whofe retinue the Turk belonged, he came to a refolution to hav« 
him decapitated, as an expiation of his offence. By the mediation 
and entreaties of Lord Elgin, a mitigation of the punifhment en- 
fued : the Turk, after having received fifty flrokes of the baflinad© 
on the fbles of his feet, was fentenced to twenty years imprifonment 
in the college of Pera, to learn the Arabic language. 

Intelligence was received on the 26 th, that a formidable band of 
robbers, in number four or five thoufand, had proceeded to the town 
of Burgas, which, although at a very inconfiderable diflance from the 
capital, they had ravaged with impunity. Similar bands had, during 
our refidence in Turkey, infefted the neighbourhood of Adrianople, 
and furnifhed a ftriking proof of the enfeebled flate of the Turkifh 
government, which permitted the high roads within a few leagues 
of the feat of the empire, to be befet to fuch a degree by thefe 
hordes of banditti, that travellers were at every flep in imminent 
danger both of their lives and property. It was however reported, 
that the Levant Chiflick regiment, was under orders to fet out with- 
out delay for their difperfion. 

On the 28 th, further accounts relative to the devaftations of thefe 
banditti were brought to Conftantinople. It was reported that they 
had burned feveral villages, and murdered fuch of the inhabitants 
as had not had time to betake themfelves to flight, together with 
the young children. The inhabitants of the places fituated within 
their reach, w^ere every where betaking themfelves to -flight; and a 
letter from Ridoflo fiated, that that place was crouded with people. 
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who had come thither for fhelter, or to procure boats to facilitate 
their efcape from thefe ferocious bands. The inhabitants of Ridofto 
were employed in digging a ditch round the town, and in contriv- 
ing other means of defence, being in the daily expedation of a vifit 
from them, and of being expofed to the alternatiA-e of paying the 
heavy contributions they exadled wherever they came, or, in cafe of 
their incapacity, of having the town burned, and themfelves put to 
the fword. In confequence of the rapid progreis of thefe plunderers, 
the Turkifti government had at length come to a refolution to dif- 
patch, in their purfuit, from eight to ten thoufand infantry and ca- 
valry. The precautionary meafure had alfo been taken, both in 
Conftantinople and in Pera, of apprehending all thofe who were liif- 
pedled of having maintained a criminal intercourfe with them ", 
and fuch as were found guilty were inftantly hung to a door-poft, 
or tree, the bodies remaining fulpended for public view during three 
days. One of thele bodies was feen hanging by feveral officers be- 
longing to the miffion, at an extremity of the fuburb of Pera, in the 
vicinity of the plague hofpital. 

On the evening of the 30 th, Major Bromley arrived at ConRan- 
tinople, with dilpatches to Lord Elgin from Sir Sydney Smith. • He 
was alfo the bearer of letters from General Koehler, and from the 
officers by whom he was accompanied, dated at Cyprus, where he had 
left them about a month before. The general had forwarded a letter 
to the Vizier, and was in dally expedlation of an anfwer. The in- 
formation received from Mr. Carliflc purported, that he had em- 
barked on board Le Tigre to proceed to the Ration off Alexandria, 
at which place, I was informed by Major -Bromley, the plague raged 
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with great violence. He related the particulars of the death of a 
brother of the French general ojfiicer, Julien, w'lio received the in- 
fedtion by taking a pinch ot fnuif from a box, out of which a perfon 
w'ho had the plague on him at the time had alfo taken fnufF. 

On the 2d of April I accpmpanied Lord Elgin and his fuite to 
the arfenal, to be prefent at the launch of a fhip of feventy-four 
guns. We fet out on horfeback, at feven in the morning, and w^ere 
Ihewn into a kiofque, which, had been prepared for his Lordfliip’s 
reception. The launch was announced by the firing of guns, by 
mufic, and other public demonftrations of joy ; and feveral flieep 
were facrificed on the occafion. A little after eight o’clock the 
launch took place, and being condudled in a very mafterly manner, 
aiforded us much plealure. The Grand Seignor, fiirrounded by all 
the great officers of Rate, and Turkifh grandees, was feated in the 
balcony of the Capitan Pacha s fhip. The great variety of colours 
which were difplayed gave an additional brilliancy to the feene. The 
Turkifh mode of launching differs efientially from ours : in entering 
the water, the flrip carries with it a.confiderable quantity of tim- 
ber, which had ferved it for a cradle while building. 

The launch being over, we proceeded to a ftone bafon, recently 
conftiuifed by Oaptain Eowdey, a Swedifh engineer, the only one 
in the ports of the Turkifli empire, into which a fhip of feventy-four 
guns w'as to be received, it being the firft time of its being ufed. 
The Grand Seignor went thither in his barge, which had twenty- 
four rowers, and was about eighty feet in length, with a canopy 
richly and elegantly fitted up. On his paffing, a falute was fired 
from the off fide of the men of war. Being landed, he took his 
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Ration at the 'svhidow of a kiofque, fitted up exprefsly for the occa- 
fion, in the vicinity of the baibn. The fliip was with great addrefs 
conveyed into the bafon ; and, on the whole being concluded, both 
the fliip-builders, and thofe by whom the bafon had been conftruded, 
were complimented with pelices of different values, and other pre- 
fents. Several caftans were alfo diftributed. 

In the vafl: concourfe of perfons affembled to witnefs the launch, 
and the operation which followed, there were many Turlcifh women, 
who were, however, feparated from the men. Notwithftanding every 
part of the harbour was covered with boats filled with fpeftators, we 
did not hear of any accident having occurred ; neither did we witnefs 
the fmallefi: confufion. Much of the praife was due to the Capitan 
Pacha, who was extremely aftive throughout the whole of the bufi- 
nefs, and who every where enforced obedience, and maintained good 
order. The flfip which was launched had been ready feveral weeks 
before ; but it had been deemed expedient to delay the launch until 
a favourable report fliould be made by the ajirologers and dealers hi 
magic, who at length predided, that the 2d of April would be a fa- 
vourable day for that purpofe.* She was conftruaed by Monficur 
Lc Brun, a French builder. 

On the 5th, in a morning’s walk in the environs of Bifhidaflr, I 
went into a houfe where the kymack was prepared daily, to fee the 
procefs employed in making it, which is as follows : Large fhailow 
veffels of copper having been filled with new milk from the cow, are 
placed ovet a gentle wood fire, and the milk kept fimmering for the 

* It is fcarcely credible that fuch folly fhould exift in any part of Europe at the clofc 
of the eighteenth century'’ Can fuch a people be formidable ? ' 
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ipace of twenty -four hours, when the fire is removed, and the milk 
allowed- to cool. On the following day the furface, which has af- 
fumed a confiftent form, is taken oW, cut into fmall portions, and 
rolled up for ufe. This is the kymack, which is fo generally em- 
ployed, and fb highly efteemed in Turkey. It is an excellent fubfti- 
tute for butter; and is eaten by fome with honey or fugar, by others 
with fait. The procefs I have juft defcribed has fome affinity to that 
employed in making the clotted cream, w’hich is to be met with in 
the weftern counties of England. 

On the morning of the 6th, General Koehler and Major Fletcher 
returned to Conftantinople from Cyprus. The w'eather, which had 
been cold and ungenial for a confiderable time paft, and which was 
ftill fo on the Qth, fuddenly became fine and warm, infomuch that on 
the following day the tranfition was fo great as to referable a rapid 
pafiage from winter to fummer. Such a change was indeed much 
wanted,, great numbers of perfons, both in the capital and fiaburbs, 
labouring under complaints which evidently refulted from the late 
unco-ramon rigour and inclemency of the feafon. 

On the 1 Sth I went in a boat with the Rev. Mr. Hunt, chaplain 
to the Britifh embalTy, to Leander’s tower, fituated on the Boiphorus, 
between Scutari and Conftantinople. We fought the well, or fpring 
of frefh water, which hiftory reports to have exifted there, but could 
not difcover the fraalleft traces of it. We were led, therefore, to con- 
fider this tradition as apocryphal, and to infer, that if frelh water was 
at any time found there, it was owing to the rains. The perfons who 
refided in the tower were obliged to procure from a diftant fpot their 
fupply of water, which I tafted. They conduced us to the part 
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which is occallonally lighted up, to dired, by night, the veffels failing 
into the harbour. It was from this tower that Mr. Barker made one 
of his views for the panorama ; and it afforded us a delightful profped 
of the city, fuburbs, and furrounding country. The Seraglio more 
particularly was feen with a charming cffed from this commanding 
eminence. After having fatisfied our condudors, we went in the 
boat to Scutari, an ill built town, with narrow, winding ftioets, or 
rather lanes, which, as it prefented nothing that could gratify the 
traveller’s notice, we foon quitted, and returned to Galata. 

I was told, that at Brufa, in Afia Minor, a town fituated at the 
diffance of a day’s journey from Conffcantinople, there are hot baths 
and mineral Iprings, which are found extremely ufeful in the com- 
plaints prevailing in Turkey, more efpecially in the rheumatifm ; and 
that many perfons, having great confidence in thefe waters, went 
thither, during the month of May, from the capital, to fpend two-or 
three weeks. 

On the i5th accounts were brought to Conftantlnoplc that the 
Levant Chiflick regiment, which had been fent againfl; the bands of 
robbers who infefted Romelia, had fucceeded in difperfing them ; but 
that the comniandant of the regiment, a German, had been wounded. 

On the 2 iff the weather was oppreffively warm. I w^alked to the 
cemetery withoutfide of Pera, and was there witnefs to a very pleafing 
and novel feene. It being the Eafter of the Greeks, amufements of 
every defeription were exhibited ; and the colours and varieties of the 
coftumes dilplayed by the immenfe crouds of perfons collected toge- 
ther, rendered the Ipgdlacle highly interefting. There were wreftling 
matches, flails fillecj with fweetmeats and fherbet, and groups of 
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pcrfons feated on the grafs, playing at different games of chance, \\'hile 
others were engaged in dancing in rings, to the mufic of an inflrii- 
ment not unlike our bagpipe. This fcene reminded me of a country, 
wake in England, to which it would have borne a Rill ffcronger re- 
femblancc, if a confiderable number of frying pans had not given it 
fomewhat the odour of our Bartholomew fair. They were employed, 
not for frying faufages, but liver, lights, &c. 

On every fuch day of feflivity, the Greeks, of courfe, difplay their 
bell dreffes, which, in many inftances, are both tafteful and coftly. 
The fobriety of their demeanour cannot be equally commended ; 
fince it too frequently happens that, by launching out into every ex- 
cefs, they require the interference of the Turkifh guards. Rationed 
purpofely to reprefs the tumult and difbrder in which the giddy fcene 
may chance to terminate. 

During their lent they fubfiR on oil and fifh, obferving a moR rigid 
abRinence. I have been told that this diet is, both among them and 
the Armenians, produdlive-of herpetic complaints, fcrophulous affec- 
tions, ophthalmies, and feveral other difeafes. 

On the 25 th I walked out with a party, with the intention of erqf- 
fing over to ConRantinople, to make an excurfion round the walls. On 
our reaching Tophana, we witneffed a moR daring robbery (com- 
mitted in the open Rreet, at eleven in the morning,, and in th,e pre- 
fence of many perfons who were pafiing at the time) by two galangis 
(feamen) belonging to the Capitan Pacha’s fleet. They attacked an 
Armenian, from whom they took two feqxiins, and were proceeding 
to rifle him Rill further on our coming up. We w'ere armed ; and 
on our manifcRing our difpleafure at the con^udl of thefe villains. 
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they fufFered the Armenian to depart, but not until they had forced 
him to kifs one of them, as a token of acknowledgment for their for- 
bearance. In paffing through the fame Rreet, for the diftanceofa 
quarter of a mile, the people were alTembled, and on the look out, 
but dared not take any fteps to apprehend the robbers. This is one 
of many features which might be recorded of the fliaraeful negligence 
and inattention of the Turkifli government. The galangis in quef- 
tion afterwards robbed two women at Galata; on our reaching which 
place we were informed by Meflrs. Chandler and Whiteman, belonging 
to the miffion, in the qualities of commiffary and affiftant commiffary, 
that they alfo had been robbed thercj near the tower. The crews of 
the men of w'ar belonging to the fleet, which was preparing to foil, 
liad for fcveral days kept the inhabitants of Conftantinople, Galata, 
and Pera, in a conftant Rate of alarm, plundering and affaflinating 
with impunity ail wdiom they encountered, and who were incapable 
of defence. Their excelTcs are always moft to be dreaded when the 
fleet is on the eve of its departure, at W'hich time the inhabitants con- 
ftantly take the precaution to lliut their Ihops, to guard as much as 
poffibie againfl: their lawdefs excelfes. On the above occafion wc re- 
linquifhed the plan of our cxcurflon to Conftantinople, which we 
now confidered as too hazardous. 

It w^as announced on the 3Gth, that Seid Ali, a Turkilh. rear- 
admiral, w'ho had been fentenced to be decapitated, had, through the 
humane interference of Lord Elgin, the Britlfh ambaflador, had this 
capital punifhment remitted, on condition of - his being baniftied to 
the ifland of Cyprus. A confiderable number of Janiflarics and Ga- 
langis, -amounting, if was faid, to an. hundred and twenty or an hun- 
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dred and thirty, were executed about this time, in confequence of the 
atrocities lately committed by them in the capital and fuburbs. A 
timely prevention of the crimes of which they had rendered them- 
felves culpable, would have been better than this tardy punilliment. 

On the 28 th a prefent was received from the Capitan Pacha, for 
the widow of the late brave and meritorious officer. Captain Millar, 
of his Majefty’s fhip the Thefeus, who loft his life on board that fhip 
on the coaft of Syria, by the burfting of feveral fhells. This prefent 
was given in acknowledgment of the fervices which that much la- 
mented officer had rendered to the Turkifh government. 

On the 29 th the fquadron of the Capitan Pacha, confifting of feven 
ftiips of the line, four fliips of fifty guns, and feven frigates and fmaller 
veflels, failed from the harbour of Conftantinople for Egypt. On its 
way it was to touch at Gallipoli, and feveral other towns in the 
Turkifh provinces, to levy contributions, and take in a fupply of bif- 
cuit for the voyage. 

The weather was at this time become warm, fettled, and agreeable. 
In the courfe of the morning, a party being maide, we took boat, and 
crofted over to Afia. We landed near the ruins of an ancient impe- 
rial palace, over which we walked. On our penetrating into the 
country, we found the ftate of vegetation feveral weeks more advanced 
than on the European fide. The fields were overfpread with flowers 
and odoriferous flirubs in bloom ; the wheat was already formed in 
the ear ; and the grafs in the meadows nearly fit for mowing. In 
lliort, the general appearance of the country, and the fmiling and ver- 
dant feenes by which we were furrounded, formed altogether a ftrik- 
ing contraft to'v^^hat we had recently contemplated on the other fide 
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of the water. We walked over the plain of the ancient Chalcedon, 
on the fite of which ftands a Turkifh village, called Cady Kui. There, 
beneath the fliade of the branches of a fine oriental plane tree, we 
took our coffee on the grafs, abforbed in the contemplation of the 
objeds by which we were encompafifed. In addition to the fine prof- 
peas which the interior of the country afforded, we had a diftind 
view of the gulf of Nicomedia, and of the Dcemonefi, or Princes’ 
Iflands. If we could judge from the numerous groups of men and 
w'omen fcattered over this delightful country, it mufl have been well 
peopled. Among them I faw, for the firfl time, a Turkifh woman at 
her prayers, in the open field. Such an incident, which is very com- 
mon among the men, very rarely occurs among the females. Towards 
the afternoon the weather became oppreffively hot ; and this haflened 
our return at three o’clock, when we took boat to crofs to the Euro- 
pean fide. 

On the 30th letters were received from Captain Lacy, and from 
Mr. Morier, fecretary to Lord Elgin, who had fpent fome time with 
the Turkifh army, with the details of the defeat of the army of the 
Grand Vizier, by the French troops commanded by General Kleber. 

On the ift: of May, garlands of flowers were hung over the doors 
of feveral houfes, in the fuburb in which I refided, in commemora- 
tion of the day, I was told that in feveral parts of Turkey, more 
particularly at the Princes’ Iflands, this feftival was celebrated by the 
Greeks and others by great public rejoicings. 

On the following day, in walking through the flreets in the vicinity 
of Tophana, I faw a great number of fheep colledled in pens for fale, 
as is the cuftom in England. This was preparatory, to the feaft of 
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the biram courbam, when every Turk of any rank or condition was 
to facrifice a Ilieep, and, having eaten a portion of it, to diftribute 
the remainder to the poor. 

On the -1th the feftival of the biram courbam, which has been al- 
ready defcribed, commenced. As foon as the new moon was difco- 
vcred, by men Rationed exprcfsly for that purpofe, it was announced 
to the people by difcharges of artillery, mufketry, &c. On this day 
it was lawful for the Turks to begin to eat lamb ; and accordingly I 
faw feveral flocks of young lambs driven into the capital. 

On the 5 th, advices were brought from Palermo of the capture of 
the Guillaume Tell, a French line of battle Ihip, by the fquadron 
commanded by Lord Nelfon. 

I pafs over the occurrences of the fucceeding days, as being of but 
trifling import, and proceed to the 1 7 th, when feveral of the officers 
of the miffion, in the number of whom I was comprehended, accom- 
panied Lord Elgin, the Britilh ambaflador, with his band of mufic, 
on board afhip of the line commanded by Ali Bey, a Turklfli admi- 
ral. During the entertainment, which was condudted in the ufual 
Turkilli ftylc, his Lordihip’s band continued to play until fun-fet, 
w'hen the admiral ordered the whole of his crew to prayers, and in- 
vited us to be prefent at the ceremony. It was conduced with great 
folemnity and decorum; and the various geftures, attitudes and prof- 
trations obferved by the Mahometans at their devotion, were per- 
formed with the utmoft regularity and preciflon by every individual 
belonging to the crew, fo as to have a- very ftriking effedl. 

A firman, or written order from the Sultan, having been procured 
for that purpofe, a party was made on the 1 8th to vifit the interior 





S\"R1A, AND EGITT. 

of the mofques at Conftantinopic. The ornaments arc extrSls^ 
fimple, confifting principally of large marble tablets, on fome of which 
are inferibed Arabic fentences, and paflages from the Koran, while 
on others the names of the Deity, of Mahomet, and of his principal 
difciples and fucceffors, are written. The domes are in general, and 
more particularly that of the mofque of Santa Sophia, wrought in 
molaic; w'hich the barbarifm of the Turks has, however, in a great 
meafurc, defaced : beneath them are fulpended great numbers of 
coloured lamps, intcrlperfed with gilt ornaments. Several leading 
paflages of the Koran, before which the Turks make genuflexions, 
and pray with great fervency, are hung up near the pulpit, behind 
which is the fandluary. Adjoining to the great corridor there is a 
chapel ; and a gallery, appropriated to the women, furrounds the 
whole of the interior of the building. The nave is fupported by co- 
lumns of porphyry, granite, &c. 

The Pacha of Nicomediai Huflein Pacha, on his return to Con- 
ftantinoplc from Ridoflro, whither he had been fent fome time before 
for the purpofe of difperflng the bands of robbers colledled in Roraclia, 
w^as decapitated on the 22d. On this occafion a remarkable inflance 
of Turkiih duplicity occurred. His reception by the Kla raa kan, on 
his reaching the capital, was highly flattering ; and he w^as invited by 


him to proceed to the Seraglio, and there receive the rewards due to 
his good and meritorious condudt. On his entering, however, the gate 
of the Seraglio, after the Kia ma kan had falutcd him, and wiflied 
him a good morning, he was feized by the guards, and inflantly de- 
capitated. It wa§ reported, that he had been guilty of fcveral groft 
adsbf milcondudi ; and it was urged, among other adtufations, that 
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he had not oppofed fo elFeilual a refiftance to the banditti as he might 
have done ; and that he had levied heavy contributions on the inha- 
bitants of Ridofto, and of the other towns of Romelia. 

On the 26th General Koehler, and all the officers belonging to the 
miffion, went in proceffion through the flreets of Conffcantinople to 
the Porte. Several horfes richly caparifbned, under the charge of one 
of the Grand Selgnor’s equerries, and led by as many fais, or Turkifh 
grooms, were, together with a party of janiflaries, and other troops, 
in waiting at the landing place to condudf them to the Porte, on their 
reaching which, they were prefented to the Reis Effendi, Kia ma lean, 
and Kiabey, each in his particular apartment. After the ufual compli- 
ments had been paid them, the General and Lieutenant-colonel Hol- 
loway were invefted with pelices, and the other officers with beniches, 
or robes of honour. Embroidered handkerchiefs, and other prefents, 
were alfo diftributed. Having taken leave, they returned in procef- 
fion, obferving the fame ordqr as in fetting out. This vifit of cere- 
mony had been appointed by the Porte, previoufly to the departure of 
the miffion for Syria, to join the army of the Grand Vizier, for which 
purpofe the detachment was under orders to embark on board the 
tranfport. 

On the 4th of June a fuperb fete, in honour of his Majefty’s birth- 
day, was given by Lord Elgin. On this occafion all the members of 
the diplomatic body, with their families, were invited, and a very 
Medl and falhionable party formed. In the front of his Lordffiip’s 
palace at Belgrade, a booth was fitted up, and the royal ftandard dif- 
played. The awning and avenues leading to the palace were fanci- 
folly decorated with branches of oak, and feftoons of flowers ; aiffl in 
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the centre of the table, within the tent or booth, a bank of flowers 
was dlfpofed, the top of the tent itfelf being ornamented with fefloons 
of rofe branches. Precifelj at three o’clock the dinner, which con- 
lifted of every delicacy the feafon could fupply, and the place afford, 
and to which more than an hundred perfons fat down, was feryed. 
Before the delTert was placed on the table, the King’s health was given; 
and on this flgnal, his Lordfliip’s band played God fave the King, the 
company joining in the chorus. This was followed by three cheers, 
all the guefts ftanding up ; and next fucceeded a falute of twenty- 
one maroons. After dinner the company withdrew to the palace, 
where feveral feledt pieces of mufic were played by the band ; and in 
the evening the country dances commenced beneath the tent. At 
eleven o’clock a cold collation was ferved ; and the entertainment was 
concluded by country dances, which were continued within the pa- 
lace until two in the morning, when the company broke up, highly- 
gratified by the amufements of the day, which were rendered ftill 
more pleafing by the fineneft and ferenity of the weather. The effe<ft 
of the dances beneath the tent was Angularly pidlurefque. 

Our departure for Syria having been ferioufly decided on by the 
Turkifh government, the men belonging to the miflion were about 
this time embarked on board the tranfport. The wind, however, 
continuing contrary for fome time, ' the officers did not embark until 
the 1 3 th. On our quitting Belgrade for that purpofe, we were ac- 
companied to the tranlport by Lord and Lady Elgin, who took their 
leave of us in a moft cordial and friendly manner. All opr arrange- 
ments having been made, we waited for a fevourable brteze only to 
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facceed the calm which prevailed, and to convey ns fafely out of the 
harbour. 

Before I talce my leave, for the prefent, of the capital of Turkey, I 
muft intrude upon the reader’s patience to introduce an anecdote 
tending to Ihew that the Turkifh empire has produced men not defi- 
cient in judgment and acute penetration, who, wfith minds better cul- 
tivated, would be the boaft and ornament of any nation whatever. 
A cafe of ufury was brought before the Grand Vizier. A Turk had 
lent to another a fam of money equal to a thoufand pounds fterling, 
at an intereft which was immoderate even in this country, where the 
legal intereft, in forae inftances, amounts to twenty per cent. The 
borrower kept this money in ufe during ten years, when he refunded 
it to the lender, but refufed to pay the intereft, on the ground of its 
illegality. The Grand Vizier acknowledged thejuftice of his plea; 
but with great ready wit, and a nice difcernment of the cafe, ordered 
him to lend to the Turk, whole debtor he had been, without intereft^ 
an equal fum for the lame Ipace of time. 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


109 


CHAPTER Vll. 

THE MISSION SET SAIL FROM CONSTANTINOPLE ANCHOR AT PRINCES 
ISLANDS— VISIT TO ADAM OGLOU— GREEK ISLANDS— DESCRIPTION OP 
PATMOS STANCHO IMMENSE ORIENTAL PLANE CYPRUS: DESCRIP- 

TION OP THAT ISLAND— PLAGUE OP LOCUSTS— ARRIVAL AT JAFFA— DE- 
SCRIPTION OP THAT PLACE AND ITS VICINITY. 

N otwithstanding the wind which had fpmng up was 

unfavourable, fuch was the anxiety expreffed by the Porte lor 
the departure of the mlffion, that we were in a manner obliged to 
get under way on the 15 th. We were provided with firmans to the 
different Pachas and Agas of the iflands at which we might have oc- 
cafion to touch, with inftrudions to afford us every poffible affiftance, 
and to furnifh fuch fupplies as might tend to facilitate the objed of 

our voyage. 

At half pafi: ten in the morning we weighed anchor, and failed 
from the harbour of Conflantinople ; but, the wind falling off, could 
not proceed further than Princes’ Iflands. At three in the afternoon 
we anchored between Antigone and Kirka, which form a part of the 
group, and are fituated at a fmall diftance (eight or ten miles) from the 
Seven Towers. In the vicinity of the fafe and commodious harbour 
in which we lay, at the back part of the ifland of Antigone, we per- 
ceived a fmall Tillage, inhabked entirely by Greeks, This was an m- 
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ducement to us to go on (hore in the evening, when we found the 
heat extremely oppreffive. 

On the , ath, the wind having ftifted to the northward, we weighed 

Te S T “• 

eleven Ml ’’ ““ “ ‘'>= If*, and bjr 

even o clock were paft that town. We faw the wreck of a Turkilh 

»an of war, which had been caft awa, fo„e tinre before, ,,i„g ^ 

■ ' ^ anchored oppofite to Mito, and clofe 

m w,th Atydos, in the Dardanelles We were to renrain there two 

aT e ™ on board our flock, and other neceffaries for tke voyage 
An Enghfl merchantman, the Souflwold, on her way to Eniani 

rv r . '-"ennecaily. The captain and feveral of 

crew having already fallen viaims to th.f Af r 
i-ion K »• T dileale, every communica- 

tmn between the veffel and the flore had been cut off. 

CheMe^b 'T *on at 

In th ^ following day 

a Tartar arrived with difpatches tiom Eord eJ nl' 

Adam Oglo!, th/g^^!'ZTp^JTfIc’o7 “ ”” 

hLi:rr' “h® “ey 

fiad lent for our accommodation. We met v^^th . r ^ 

ton; and Ihortly after our arrival pipes and ^ 

r«vai, pipes and coffee were, as ufual, 
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prefcnted to us. The dinner, which was fimilar to thofe I have al- 
ready defcribed, and in the courfe of which wine was handed to us, 
was ferved about noon. It conlifted of fifteen dilhes, which prefented 
a great variety of Turkifli cookery, and the lafi; of which was, ac- 
cording to cuftom, a mefs of pilavs'. Before we fat down to dinner, 
and after the repafi: was concluded, Ibap and water were brought to 
us, to wafh our hands ; this is a point of cleanlinefs which the Turks 
never neglecSl. 

Pipes and coffee having been again brought in, a party of Turkifli 
wreftlers, about fourteen or fixtecn in number, naked, and bcfmeared 
with oil, according to the ufage of the country, exhibited in front of 
the Bey’s houle. Before they commenced, a herald proclaimed the 
combat, defcribing the opponents, and expatiating on their Ikill in 
wreftling. This amufement, to which the Turks are very much at- 
tached, requires in the performance a great fhare of ftrength and ad- 
drels. As loon as one of the combatants had thrown his adverfary 
on his back, he received from Adam Oglou a prefent of ten piaftres. 
We ftaid with the Bey till near four o’clock, when we took our leai i, 
and proceeded to the beach near Abydos, whence we went on board 
the tranfport. 

During our ftay, Mrs. Koehler was in the Harem. We learned 
from her that Adam Oglou’s wife was very richly dreffed, and carried 
about her a profufion of diamonds. Mrs. Koehler was attended by 
the wives and female relatives of the.conful. 

Duririg the night it blew n ftrong gale from the Iputhward, with 
thunder, lightning, jand heavy jfljpwers of rain. At eight oMock in 
the morning of the 20th, we got under w#y, and Med J&pm the 
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Dardanelles, fainting the forts as we pafTed, and receiving from them 
in return a like number of guns. A freJli breeze fpringing up from 
the north-weft, we pafled the loweft fort, Koum Kali, between nine 
and ten o clock ; and by half paft eleven were oppofite the caftlc 
fituated in the illand of Tenedos. At half paft fix in the evening we 
pafted the ifland of Mitylene, amidft a fmart fquall of wind and rain : 
at that time the iflands of Scio and Nicaria were in light. The effedt 
of the fetting fun was extremely fine, the rays, which were of a beau- 
tiful role colour, refembling thole we had on a former occafion no- 
ticed off Sicily. 

During the night we paffed the ifland of Ipfera; and by feven in 
the morning of the 2lft were off the iflands of Scio and Nicaria, hav- 
ing Samos m our view. By noon we had paffed Nicaria, a wretched 
ifland, which affords nothing but wood for charcoal, to its half civi- 
lized inhabitants, who refide in caves. At two in the afternoon 
wc paffed Samos and the Fournis Iflands : the former is in one part 
extremely lofty, infomuch that it is confidered by fame to have an 
elevation almoft equal to that of Gibraltar. At the above hour the 
ifland of Patmos was in fight, diftant from ten to twelve leagues. 
Being ftill favoured by a ftrong breeze from the north-eaft, we were 
oft the harbour of that ifland between five and fix o’clock in the 
evening ; but, being obliged to make feveral tacks in going in, did not 
come to an anchor till an hour after. 

Patmos has an excellent harbour; and the town being fituated on 
the loftieft part of the ifland, makes a pretty appearance in entering. 
The houfes being conftnifted of a white free-ftone, have a peculiarly 
neat afpedt, vei^ different from what we had hitherto feen in this 
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quarter of the globe. It has been calculated that the town has an 
elevation of nearly five hundred feet above the level of the fea. In 
its centre is a large convent dedicated to St. John the evangelift, 
who w'as banifhed to this ifland. It was here that he wrote the 
Revelations ; and after we had landed, we faw, in walking to the 
fummit of the hill, the grotto in which he is faid to have compofed 
them. We next vifited the convent, which has a refident bifliop*, 
with a confiderable number of monks, and in which is a college for 
the education of the young men of the Greek perfuafion. Over the 
gateway of the entrance are three large bells ; and the chapel within 
has a neat mofaic pavement. In afcending the ifland the road winds 
confiderably, and prefents otherwife great difficulties, infomuch that 
it coft us no little labour to reach the fummit. In thofe parts of 
the ifland w’hich the inhabitants were able to cultivate, we faw fe- 
veral fmall fields, or patches of corn, banked up with fiones to pre- 
vent the foil from being wafhed away by the rains : it appeared, 
however, that it was capable of producing but an inconfiderablc 
quantity of grain. 

The town, which contains about two hundred houfes, all of them 
provided with balconies, is, as well as the reft of the ifland, inha- 
bited exclufively by Greeks. The women arc to the men in the . 
proportion of five to one. They are pretty ; and wear on their 
heads a high tarban of a peculiar form^ made of white crape, a nar- 
row flip of which falls down behind, and nearly reaches the ground. 
The inhabitknts procure fheep and cattle from the neighbouring 
ifiands, their own being fo barren as to make but a fcafi^y rwurn- 
to the labour' 'atii.''iiidii&ry they beftoW'Upoft iti;;;it,,wa^' very late 

Q 
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before we returned to the tranfport, extremely wearied with our 
evening’s excurfion, and highly pleafed, at the fame time, at the op- 
portunity which had been afforded us to land on fo celebrated a fpot. 

Early in the morning of the 22d we weighed anchor, and failed 
with a Ready and favourable wind at north- weft, which, at a quarter 
before three in the afternoon, conveyed us to our anchorage off 
Stancho, a very beautiful and fertile ifland, abounding in corn, fruits, 
and vegetables. Among the fruits which were in feafon, we faw, 
on our landing, grapes, figs, lemons and oranges in abundance. We 
alfo met with capers, which grew wild, and required no culture. 
Over the plains numerous flocks and herds were difperfed. 

After the ufual ceremony of fainting the fort, we waited on the 
governor, who with great civility fent a perfon to accompany us to 
the gardens, in which we had a very agreeable walk, and were 
conduced thence to the houfe of the late Capitan Pacha, the great 
Haflan Pacha. In pafling through the town, we faw feveral frag- 
ments of antique ftatues and columns. The inhabitants confift 
partly of Turks, and partly of Greeks. 

We were highly gratified by the view of a beautiful oriental plane 
tree of furpfifing dimenfions, fituated near the entrance of the fort, 
and overfhadowing a large traft of ground. From, the outfide of its 
branches to the oppofite fide, it meafured an hundred and twenty- 
nine feet; and its trunk was thirty-four feet in circumference. Its 
enormous branches were fupported by large and beautiful columns 
of marble and granite, about twenty in number, which had been 
brought purpofely thither; and beneath its fhade was the tomb of 
a Turkiflx faint, together with a fountain, and Turkilh coffee-houfes. 
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On the 23 d, at four in the morning, we failed from Stancho, with 
a frefh breeze from the north-weft, for Rhodes, which we defcried 
at half paft fix. At nine we were becalmed ; but the wind again 
fpringing up at noon, we came to an anchor off that ifland at fix in 
the evening. Its appearance from the water was very pleafmg ; but 
we did not land. 

We failed on the following morning at feven o’clock, with the 
wind at weft ; and at two in the afternoon faw feveral brigs ahead 
of us, fteering in the diredion of Rhodes. On one of them ap- 
proaching us, we hoifted our colours, and were anfwered by the im- 
perial flag. 

On the 25 th we had light winds from the fouth-eaft, the weather 
being at the fame time extremely warm. We expeded to make 
Cyprus in the courfe of the day, but were difappointed. When the 
evening came on, we had nearly loft light of the land, which we 
afterwards contrived to approach, and paffed Caffel de Rofo during 
the night. 

On the morning of the 20th the land was out of fight, and we 
were nearly becalmed ; but a gentle north-weft breeze fpringing up 
at noon, we were fhortly after enabled to defcry the land, which 
was, however,' at a great diftance from us. In the courfe of the 
afternoon we faw feveral ftrange fail, one of which, an Englifli 
fnow, bound to Rhodes, hoifted her colours. At five o’clock we 
perceived the low land of Cyprus. ' 

At eight in the morning of the 27th, we were clofe in with CJapc 
Biancho, fteering with a light breeze for Limefol, in' Cyprus ; at 
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noon we came to anchor in feven fathom water off that place, which 
had a pleafing appearance from the Ihip, We were informed that 
the inhabitants of Lyimefbl w'ere free trom the plague ; but that at 
Nicofia, fituated in another part of the ifland, it was then making 
great ravages, info much that fifty individuals periflied daily. It was 
agreed that we Ihould make a fliort Ray here, to take in ballaft, and 
recruit our Rock of provifions. 

On the 28th we went on Riore early, and paid a morning’s vifit 
to the conful of Limefol, Signor Demetrio Nicolo Frankuli, with 
whom we dined, and afterw’ards walked in the town. The houfes 
are white, and flat-roofed, being built of clay and ftraw, intermixed 
with Rones. Withinfide, the ceilings of the apartments are arched 
and lofty, to render them as cool as poffible. The inhabitants con- 
fiR chiefly of Turks and Greeks. The appearance of the part -of 
the ifland in which Limefol is fituated, was, at .the time we were 
there, fbmewhat dreary : this, we were told, had been occafioned by 
the dreadful havoc made by the locuRs fome vveeks before, at whiphi 
time, we were allured by the confiil, thefe devouring inftdliS were 
Rrewed on the ground, in fome places, nearly a foot thick. They 
had eaten the foliage of the orange and lemon trees, and had de- 
Rroyed all the herbage in, the viciruty of Limefol. In certain years 
they vifit the’ ifland at a Rated period, to renew their deRrudlive 
ravages. 

The fhrub which bears the caper grows wild at Cjprus> and has- 
a very pretty bloflbm. Among other vegetable produdlions, we faw 
medzanes, okers, cucumbers, gourds, and melons, the three lattpi- 
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extremely large. Provillons, vegetables, fruits, and wine, which are 
in general fold at a very moderate price in this ifland, were become 
dear on account of the havock which the locufts had made. Cyprus 
wine of a good quality cofl; us from four to five piafires the meafurc, 
which contains eight okes, or nearly eleven Englifh quarts. 

After having paid a vifit to the Aga, who made us a prefent of 
feveral fiieep, we purchafed the different articles of which we had 
need, and among others a good {lore of green almonds and apricots, 
the former of which, as well as mulberries, grow wild in abundance. 
During our ftay at Limefol, we were incommoded by the exceffive 
heat, w'hich was augmented by the refledlion of the fan from the 
white btiildings. In returning to the tranfport in the evening, we 
met with the captain of a veffel who had left Jaffa, the place of our 
deftination, three days before, and who had feen there, at the time 
of his, departure. Sir Sydney Smith, and the Capitan Pacha. We 
alfo fell in with a confiderable number of Turks, who had deferted 
from the army of the Grand Vizier at Jaffa, and were on their way 
to Conftantinople. 

We weighed anchor, and bore away on the following morning 
^t half paft eleven, with a fouth-wefl: wind; and on the 30th, at 
noon, found, by our dead reckoning, that we had run a hundred and 
three miles fince our departure from Limefol, in the fpace of fbme- 
what mpm than twenty-four hours. We were then in the latitude 
of 32 degrees^ 56 minutes, and yritbout fight of land. During the 
night tho wip4 was fbanty ; and this occafioned us to experience a 
very ungjpffaiid; Jiiotipn from fh^ tojUing of the tranfport. 
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On the 3ft of July an obfervation was taken at noon, and we 
found ourfelves in the latitude of 31 degrees, 28 minutes. The fea- 
men at the maft-head fancied they could perceive the land on our 
ftarboard bow, in confequence of which we ftiaped our courfe to 
the fouth-eaft. In a little time the land was feen diftinftly ; but 
our pilot was utterly at a lofs to conjedure where we were. It was 
fufpeded, however, that we were below Gaza ; and that the land 

defcried was Afcalon. We in confequence hauled up to the north- 

ca,ft at fix in the e\reuing* 

On the morning of the 2d, our pilot was ftill in the fame ftate of 
mcertttnde as to our abfolute fituatioa ; but on a fuppofition that we 
were too fer to the fouthward, out courfe was fomewhat altered. 

t feven o’clock we faw a ftrange fail ; and at ten defcried feveral 
others at anchor off Jaffa, which was now diffindtl, in our view, 
t a quarter paft one, we anchored off that place, in fifteen fathom 

chil8TR"'ff there twenty veffels of different burdens, 

chtefiy Ruffian, but none of them Engliffi. We faw the Grand 

Vrarer s encampment diftributed in the outikirts of the town, which 
ands on a crrcular eminence c!ofe,to the fea ffiore. The houfe, 

towels Tr' 7 “'J ^-5-= 

ho r f 7 ™ °“tions were flying over the 

n ett the confuls. The foil in the vicinity of Jaffa is Ldy, and 
preients a drea^ and forlorn afpefl. I ffiall have occafion very 

both to the7“ telative 

both Ac to™ and to the furrounding country. We landed in 

evemng, and proceeded to the houfe of the Britilh Conful, where 
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we found Mr. Morler, fecretary to Lord Elgin, with whom we 
took up our immediate abode. We were now debarked on the 
Syrian coaft, to be the fpeaators of great military events, in 
which we were ourfelves to be engaged; and that m a country on 
which hiftory, both facred and profane, has conferred the highell ce- 
lebrity. 
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CHAPTER vnr. 

JUKCTION WITH THE GJ5AND VIZIER— ALAKMING INPORMATIOH COH- 
CERKIHG THE BEEARING OUT OP THE RLAGUE-ENCAMPMENT HEAR 
JAPPA— HANGERS AND INCONVENIENCIES OP THIS SITUATION— INTEL- 
LIGENCE RECEIVED OP THE ASSASSINATION OP GENERAL KLEBER— 
TURKISH artillery- AMUSEMENT OP DJERID— ENCAMPMENT OF THE 
MISSION-TURRISH OFFICERS OF STATE-CHARACTER OF THE GRAND 
vizier; OF the REIS EFFENDI-DESCRIPTION OF JAFFA-STORMING 
OF THAT PLACE BY THE FRENCH-^INHUMAN CONDUCT ASCRIBED BY 
the TURKS . TO BONAPARTE-WARM BATH IN THE CAMP-ERUPTIVP 
. COMPLAINT-ANECDOTE EVINCING THE EXTREME IGNORANCE OF THE 
TURKS IN MATTERS OF SCIENCE-INSURRECTION AT NABLOUS-UN- 
OISCIPLINED AND DISORDERLY STATE OF THE TURKISH SOLDIERY- 
. .CENE OF THE MASSACRE COMMITTED ON THEIR CAPTIVES BY THE 

french-military exercise OP THE turks-plague breaks out 
^ONG the MAMELUKES-RUSSIAN agent at IAPPA dies OP THE 
plague-review OP THE TURKISH ARMY-PLAGUE CONTINUES TO 
age AMONG THE MAMELUKES— DESCRIPTION OP AN ARAB VILLAGE 
and ITS INHABITANTS-PIBST STONE LAID OP THE NEW PORTIPICa' 
TION at JAPPA— DISSECTION OP A CAMELION— MAilELUKE CHIEPS DIE 

and weakness OP 

ITZrT .ugglers-camp INPESTED 

ege packs op jackals— desertion op arnauts— acco'unt 

OF THE DEHLI8, ' ^ -^OCOUNT 

J’AELTon the following morning, July 3d, the Grand Vizier 
having fent horfa from hia camp for our accommodation, we 
paid a Tifit to his Highnefs, and another to the Eeis Effendi From 
each of them we met with a very polite and friendly reception ; and, 
the general having been inveiled with a pelice, orders were imme- 
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diatdy given to pitch tents for our officers and men. A Turkifli 
mikmendar, or, provider, appointed by his Highnefs the Grand 
Vizier, waited on General Koehler to receive his orders and inftruc- 
tions relative to the encampment of the miffion, and the provifions 
which would be requifite for them. A choarbagis, or colonel of 
Janiffaries, and fome of his people, were alfo attached to the miffion. 

We found the Turkifli troops encamped in the moft cohfufed and 
irregular manner, without any order in the pofitions they occupied, 
each individual having pitched his tent on the fpot which was moft 
agreeable to his inclination. The only regulation that feemed to 
border fome what on Ijffiem was, that each Pacha, or military go- 
vernor, was furrounded by his owm men. The encampment was on 
a white iandy foil ; and I obferved a confiderable number of tents 
converted into cook’s Ihops, while others w'ere fet afide for the fale 
ot various commodities, particularly coffee and tobacco, of which, 
among the Turks, there is a great and conftant confumption. This 
traffic in the camps is for the greater part carried on by Janiffaries. 
The troops were ipread over a very confiderable extent of ground. 

On a foil fimilar to that which I have delcribed, the heat, in the 
month of July, could not be otherwife than very oppreffive in fuch 
a climate as that of Syria : we accordingly found, on our landing 
from the tranfport, a very fenfible alteration ip that -refpedt. From 
the fame .caufe ■we felt alfo a painfiil fenfatlon in the eyes, which 
will not be deemed extraordinary, when it is confidered that, during 
the fuffimer folRice, the natives themfelves are in general fiibjcdPto 
violent ophtfialmfes. ' ' , 

On the morning 'which fallowed our debarkation, our feelings 

% 
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were ftrongly excited by the information we received that an indi- 
vidual, dw'clling under the fame roof with ourfelvcs, laboured under 
the plague, by which he had been attacked about ten days. At fo 
remote a diftance from our relatives, from every obje<fl of our ten- 
dered: folicitude, our fenfations, when this intelligence was imparted 
to us, can be better felt than deferibed. No Iboner were we em- 
barked in a lervice which obliged us to maintain a ftrid and con- 
ftant intercourfe with the Turks, who, from a variety of concomi- 
tant caufes, which I lhall hereafter have occafion to explain, are 
inceflantly expofed to the ravages of this devaftating fcourge ; — no 
fooner were we landed in the midft of the Turkilli encampment, 
than we began to breathe the peftilential miafmata which hovered 
in the atmolphere of our abode. Thofe only whom their duty has 
fevered from their dearefl connedions, and who, in diffcant regions, 
have had to encounter perils more imminent than thofe which refult 
from the murderous weapon of the adverfary, can duly eftimate the 
fad reckoning of our feelings and fenfations. 

Signor Boferi, phyficiaii to the Grand Vizier, afforded me fome 
confolation at our meeting, by the affurance he gave me that the 
camp was at that time in a tolerably healthy date, the prevailing 
difeafes being bilious fevers, which did not terminate fatally. He 
obferved, that the plague had recently manifefted itfelf in a few in- 
dances only, and thofe of the milded nature, which had yielded to 
the remedies adminidered. 

The fituation which had been chofen for the camp manifeded an 
incredible degree of ignorance and imprudence on the part of thofe 
who had been^entruded with the marking out of the ground : being 
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placed to leeward of the town, the fea breeze, which conftantly pre- 
vailed during the day time, diftributed to every part of it the putrid 
noxious effluvia which the ftreets of Jaffa produced. The tents 
were ablblutely pitched among the abodes of the dead ; and the 
bodies of thofe who had been interred were in general fo fuperficially 
covered over by the earth, that the putrid exhalations which were 
thus generated were intolerable to the paffenger, and muff have 
been as baneful as difgufting to thofe who were conffantly expolcd 
to them. To complete the horrors of this fcene of filth and depra- 
vity, the carcaffes of dead animals, fuch as camels, horfes, and affes, 
were fcattered in great abundance among the tents, to corrupt and 
moulder away, without giving the fmalleft concern, or apparently 
offering any kind of moleftation to the Turkifh Ibldiery. It will 
not be fiirprifing, in the fequel, to find them very fickly, unlefs we 
could fuppofe that their mode of living, and the air which they have 
been accuftomed to infpire, fhould have rendered their temperament 
unfufceptible to the operation of fuch baneful caufes. 

On the fubjedt of the plague, SoninI is of opinion that it is not 
endemic in Egypt and Syria ; but that, whenever it has raged in 
the capital of Turkey, it has been brought thither from other parts 
of the Turkifh empire, properly fo called, that is, from the neigh- 
bouring provinces. Without entering, on this occafion, into a dif- 
pute which would require a long feries of obfervations to decide, I 
fliall confine myfelf to the mention of a fadl which ftrongly militates 
againft this opinion, namely, that fince the commiiinication with 
Egypt has been intercepted, Conftantinople has been almoff entirely 
free from the plague. ■ 

a 2 
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^ Mr. Wright, of his Majeft/s ihip Le Tigrc, arris cd at Jaffa lato 
m the evening from Cairo, to which place he had gone with dif- 
patches, and had paffed twelve days on his route. He brought in- 
telligence of the affaffination of General ICleber; of Menou, who 
had turned Mahommedan, and taken the name of Abdallah, havino- 
fucceeded to the cbmmand of the French forces; and of the fitua! 
tion of Mourad Bey, who had rejoined his camp. He reprefented 
the new French commander in chief, Menou, as making every pre- 
paration to oppofe a vigorous refiftance; and defcribed the French 
troops, who were extremely exafperated at the death of General 
Kleber as being in excellent health and fpirits. They were clothed 
m re , t ey did not lie in tents; and were become veiy hardy, and 
well inured to the climate. The French had eftablifhed a coups of 
roops, mounted on dromedaries, of which they formed a breaft- 

work, when expofed to the enemy’s hre Tti + 1 • r i. -n 
.... r-y- ® cafe the French 

oldiers difmounted from them, fed one of the fore legs, and placed 
themfelves under fhelter, in the rear of the .animals. From eight 

ardtd ^ 

■great execution when:&ppofedite,;idic:'JI^j^,g,;-, :'.i .e..' . ' 

Mr. Metier failed on the evening of the Wh, in the New Adven- 

tum of irt*’ 7 ™ The re- 

of the ttanfpcrt, which was to take in wood and water at Lar- 
ne^ w^ to be expeiSed in the cour* -of eight or ta days. 

n the.moming of the-Sth, an Englilh gun-boat, commanded by 
leu enant, arrived from Rhodes, and anchored off Jaffa. We 

rf the' NUeT'^h^l ""r ‘’>= of tho current 

into the' * month) 

ocean, was at leaft equal to four miles aii hour. 
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On tlie gth, at five in the morning, we accompanied the general 
to the ground occupied by the Turkifli artillery : we found the 
V^izier there, attended by his principal o^Bcers, and a band of mufi“ 
cians. A good pradlice was made with the field-pieces and howit- 
zers ; and the target was beaten down by a topgis, or Turkifli gun- 
ner, who received from the Grand Vizier a prefent ot fcveral fc(^uins. 
On the return of his Highnefs to his tent, he partook of the amufe- 
ment of a djerid party, which I have already explained to confifl: of 
feveral combatants, mounted, and armed with long flicks, or wands. 
Thefe they dart at each other with great dexterity, checking their 
horfes while on full fpced, each fkilfully avoiding the flrokc his ad- 
verfary aims at him. In this military fport, or exercife, the Grand 
Vizier difplayed great addrefs and good horfemanfliip ; while feveral 
Mamelukes and Turks were galloping round the field, and amufing 
themfelves in the fame manner. 

On this day we were encamped with the Turkifli army, all the 
neceffary preparations having been made to that effedl. Our tents 
were very agreeably pitched in the midft of gardens filled w ith orange, 
lemon, pomegranate, fig, and 'mulberry trees i on the whole, indeed, 
our fituation was very eligible, and contiguous to a well of excellent 
water. We were, however, but indifferently fupplied. with vege- 
tables, which confifled merely of a few gourds, ockres, and cucum- 
,bers ; but we had plenty of excellent mutton and poultry. Our pro.- 
•vifions were furniflied by the Grand Vizier; and, in addition to the 
mikmendar, or provider, I have already -noticed, a bayrk^ar, or 
ftandard^beMer; together with a party of Janifiaries, corhmshded by 
a colonel, were a±tached4o the mififion, apd encamfedwith it. 
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After havmg amufed himfelf, as I have defcribed, the Grand Vizier 
mfpeaed our men, who were drawn up in readinefs to receive him, 
and who went through the manual exercife to his entire fatisfadion! 
From the information I could colka, it appeared, that the Turkifli 
forces in the encampment confifted of about fifteen thoufand fight- 
ing men. It was expe^ed that the Mamelukes, leveral hundreds 
of whom were already attached to the Turkilh army, would furnifli 
a very confiderable augmentation. 

The principal officers of the Porte at the encampment were the 
ran izier, the Kiabey, or Vizier’s lieutenant, who tranfads the 
affans ofthehome department,' the Tefterdar, or treafnrer, and the 
Keis Effendi, or fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs. A concife ac- 
connt of the Vizier, and of the Reis Effendi, the moll diffingniffied 
o e e per onages, will probably not be nnacceptable to the reader. 

Touzouf Zia Pacha was, at the time of our arrival in Syria, about 
X y yearn of age. He was originally a Georgian Have, and became 
e Toutonn Bach., or mailer of the pipes, of the Pacha of Erzoum 

Pleme’nts of LsTffiT" 

On the death of his mailer, Vouzouf Zia Pacha fncceeded to his 
government, and condnded himfelf with fo m h 
moderation, as to gain the enri J 

ieSs H, • • ® V ^ confidence and affedion of his fob- 

jeets. Having m this ftation acquired great rirh^. h r. 

obtained the rank of pacha of two tails, and at th ‘ ' 

of the war between Turkey and France wal I t 

^ j *«ia trance, was elevated to the dignity 
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of Grand Vizier. In the month of April, 1 7Qg, he was ordered by 
the Grand Seignor to take on him the command of the army, which 
was about to ad againft the French in Egypt ; and was at that time 
r^ifed to the rank of a pacha of three tails. 

In confequence of an accident at a djerld party, Yousouf Zia 
Pacha has loft an eye. He is affable and courteous ; and has, on a 
variety of occafions, evinced his humanity, never infliding a punifli- 
ment unlefs on the moft urgent occafions. 

Mahmoud Reif Effendi, the Reis Effendl, was, at the time above 
mentioned, between forty and fifty years of age. During a refidcnce 
of four years in England, as fecretary to the Xurkifli ambaffador, 
he acquired a great fund of general information : he fpeaks the 
French language very fluently, and is juftly confidered as a man 
poffefling much ability and information. 

An opportunity will occur, more confiftently with the order of my 
narrative, of prefenting the reader with a particular account of the 
Turkifh army in camp ; I fhall, therefore, proceed to a concife de- 
fcriptlon of Jaffa, in the vicinity of which it was Rationed. Jaffa 
is fituated on an eminence : nearly in the centre of the town is an 
old ruinous building, called the citadel, on the top of which is a 
round cafemated tower, provided with one or two wretched pieces 
of ordnance. This work, which by no means appears calculated to 
repel the attack of an enemy from without, feems rather intended to 
overawe the place itfelf, in the event of inteftine commotion. 

The city is furrounded by a Rone wall, provided, at certain diR 
tances, with towers alternately fquare and round. NotwithRanding 
this wall cannot boaR of any great Rrength, it fufficed to force 
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Bonaparte’s army to break ground, and to ercd batteries againft: it 
to the fouthward. After a breach had been efFedled, the French 
troops Rormed, and carried the place. It was probably owing to the 
obftinate defence made by the Turks, that the French commander 
in chief was induced to give orders for the horrid maflacre which 
fucceeded. Four thoufand of the wretched inhabitants, who had 
iurrendered, and who had, in vain, implored the mercy of their 
conquerors, were, together with a part of the late Turkifh garrifon 
of El-Arifli (amounting, it has .been faid, to five or fix hundred) 
dragged out in cold blood, four days after the French had obtained 
poffcffion of Jaffa, to the fand hills, about a league diftant, in the' Way 
to Gaza, and there raofl: inhumanly put to death. I have feen the 
fkeletons of thefe unfortunate vidlims, which lie fcattered over the 
hills, a modern Golgotha, which remains a lafting difgrace to a na- 
tion calling itlelf civilized. It would give pleafure to the author of 
this w’ork, as well as to every liberal mind, to hear thefe fadls cqntra- 
didled on fubftantial evidence. Indeed, I am forry to add, that the 
charge of cruelty againft the French general does not reft here. It 
having been reported that, prevloufly to the retreat of the French 
army from Syria, their commander in chief had ordered all the 
French fick at Jaffa to be poilbned, I was led to make the enquiry 
to which every one who fliquld have vifited the fpot would naturally 
have been direcled, refpeding an aft of fuch fmgular, and, it fhould 
feem, wanton inhumanity. It concerns me to have to ftate, not 
only that fuch a circumftance was pofitively aflerted to have hap- 
peried ; but that, while in Egypt, an individual was pointed out to 
us, as having been the executioner of theft diabolical commands. 
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After the French had retreated from Syria, the Turks filled up the 
breach which had been made, and repaired the wall and other damages. 

Owing to its rocky and fhelving coaft, Jaffa is pretty fecure from 
an attack by fea, which would be rendered extremely hazardous by 
the violence of the furf, and the heavy fwell from the weftward. The 
anchorage off the port is very bad, owing to the extreme unevcnnefs 
of the ground, which abounds in rocks and flioals for a confiderablc 
extent of coaft. 

There are at Jaffa two convents, or monafteries, one belonging to 
the Greek, the other to the Latin church. In thefe religious eftab- 
lifhraents the pilgrims refide, on their way to Jerufalem, which is 
diftant about twelve leagues, or hours, journey ; but are obliged to 
pay for the hofpitality with which they are welcomed. As well as 
Jerufalem, Jaffa makes a part of Paleftine, or the Holy Land, and is 
the Joppa of the facred writings. The inhabitants, before the place 
fell into the bands of the French, confifted almoft exclufively of Arabs: 
they are now a mixture of Arabs and Turks ; but the former are ftill 
the moft numerous. On the fuccefsful progrefs of the French in 
Syria, the principal and more wealthy of the inhabitants fled to Jeru- 
falem, with their effeds and merchandize, in confequence of which 
trade was altogether at a ftand during our ftay there. In times, 
however, of greater tranquillity, its commerce cannot be otherwife 
than flouriftiing, fince, independently of the advantages of a fea-port, 
it maintains an intercourfe by land with Damafcus, Jerufalem, and 
feveral other places of no little importance in its vicinity. Its |)refent 
population may be eftimated at from one thoul^pd tp fifteen hundred 
Ibuls. The ftreets are very narrow, uneveny ahjd dirty,* and are rather 
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entitled to the appellation of alleys, than of ffcreets. The houfes are 
conftrudlcd of a white, friable, calcareous ffcone, and terraced ; but, 
on the fcore of filth, as well as of want of fpace, many of them are 
little better than pig- Hies. It is not unufual, indeed, to fee the in- 
mates and the cattle herd together in thefe dwellings. 

On the French entering Jaffa, in the pofiefiGon of which they re- 
mained during forty days, it underwent a complete pillage, in^much 
that the women and female children lofl: the few ornaments they 
carried about them, and with which they decorated the head, neck, 
and ears. Thefe ornaments were of various df?!^ptions of coins, fuch 
as paras, fequins, piaffcres, &c. The gardens "of Jaffa have been long 
celebrated ; but fince the vifit the French paid to that place, and the 
fiibfequent cantonment of the Turhilh army in its vicinity, t|!ii^ have 
ceafed, in a great meafure, to poffefs the beauties which rend&ed them 
thus worthy of notice. 

While I am engaged in this defeription of the place, I am induced 
to anticipate the order of the narrative by an obf^rvation, that Jaffa, 
being the principal de0 for the Ghund VkjeFs arrpj, and the only 
port on the coaft of Syria adapted to the important military 
which he was engaged, his Highnefs was, from thefe confiderations, 
anxious to give it every poffible fecurity. For this purpofe plans 
were delivered to him by General Koehler, and direffions given to 
Lieutenant- colonel Holloway, to carry them into execution. They 
were accordingly in a great meafure completed, when General Moore 
came to our encampment from the Britifh army,’under the command 
of Sir Ralph Aberqr^ombie, with the glad tidings of its arrital at 
^rmaricei .Bavi, ^ ' ' 
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A faithful view of the town of Jaffa will be found in Plate VIL 

On the nth, in the morning, I fet out at fun-rife, in company 
with Signor Bofari, phyfician to the Grand Vizier, to ride through 
the Turkifli encampment: after vifiting every part of which, we 
alighted at the tent of Mohammed Caflief, a Mameluke chief. We 
were there entertained with fruits, cheefe, pipes, coffee, and other 
refrefhments. In the evening we went to a bath within the camp, 
being the one which was frequented by the Grand Vizier. On our 
entering, the thermometer was at 86 in the fhadc. We remained in 
the apartment of the warm bath half an hour, and went through the 

i 

ufual difcipline of fcrubblng and wafliing. The heat w’-as very agree- 
able, the thermometer not rifmg higher than 104 : my pulfc beat 80 
ftrok^;.i;|i a minute, and the perfpiration was by no means fo profufe 
as on tire former occafion, in the baths of Conftantinople. On our 
return to the outer apartment, which confifted of a tent fitted up 
with bedding and other conveniencies, we repofed ourfelves for half 
an hour, during which time we W'ere furnifhed with pipes and coffee. 
We departed, highly refreflied by our bath, for which wc paid each 
two piaftres and a half It would appear by this reeital, that the 
Turks, even when in camp, do not negled to provide themfelves with 
the luxuries which their domeftic habits have in a manner rendered 
indifpenfable. In a fituation like, the above, the fitting up of a warm 
bath, with all the requifites and conveniencies which the Turks require, 
muft have been an undertaking of no eafy accoraplifhment. 

About this time feveral of our people were affected with an inflam- 
matory cutaneous eruption, which fpread itihlf over the furface of the 
body and limbs, and produced fmfathfti of fmarting 

' Yh ,2’"" 
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and itching. It proved to be the prickly heat, by which Grangers 
are ufually attacked on their coming into a warm climate ; and may, 
perhaps, be afcribed to the check given to the perfpiration, which is 
very profufe during the intenfe heat of the day, by the cool air of the 
mornings and evenings. Volney makes mention of an eruption pecu- 
liar to Egypt, in the months of June and July, which feems to cor- 
refpond with the above-mentioned complaint, and which he afcribes 
to a feparation of vicious humours. 

On the 13th I paid a vifit to Ofman Bey, one of the Mameluke 
chiefs, w'ho was mdifpofed ; and alfo, at his requeft, to one of the 
cachefs. I took the precaution to be accompanied by an interpreter. 
OUnan Bey, who was advanced in years, his age bordering on fixty- 
five, appeared not to be ill informed, and was very inquifitive relative 
to the manufadures and commerce of Great Britain. We had much 
conTCrfation together on a variety of topics. 

During the day time the wind blew from the fouth-weft, from fun- 
rife to fun-fet, when the land breeze came on, and prevailed during 
the night, throughout the whole extent of coaft. -This local wind 
extends two or three leagues only at fea, on this account, that the 
air, rarefied by the heat of the day, and afterwards condenfed by the 

cold of the night, ruflies alternately from the land to the fea, and from 
the fea to the land. 

This evening Captain Lacy arrived at the encampment from Con- 
ftantinople, having executed the orders entrufted to him by Lord 
Elgin, in carrying difpatches to the Vizier, &c. 

For a confiderable time there was an utter flagnation of events 
m the Turkifh^amp; but on the 26th it was very currently reported 
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that the Frencli had reached Catich in great force. In confequence 
of thefe rumours, the eredtion of feveral new works having been fug- 
gefted to the Grand Vizier, they were immediately commenced, under 
the diredlion of Lieutenant- colonel Holloway. In the concife defcrip- 
tion I have given of Jaffa, I have already obferved that, as it was 
deemed the moft convenient fea-port on the coaft of Sjria for the 
operations of the Ottoman forces, the intention was to convert it into 
a general depdt. 

I introduce the .following anecdote to evince, among other fads, 
the very unenlightened condition of the Turks, without excepting even 
their principal men, in whatever regards the fciences. General Koehler 
was requefted by the Grand Vizier to have a map of the world fketched 
out for him. This requefl having been complied with, a converfation 
enfued, in which the general, having the plan before him, told his 
Highnefs, among other particulars, that the earth was round. This 
information caufed no fmall degree of furprife to the Turkifli minifter; 
and it appeared, by his reply, that he was difpofed to doubt the truth 
of the affertion. “ If,” he obferved, “ the earth is round, how can 
“ the people, and othe'r detached objeds on the half beneath, be pre- 
“ vented from falling off?” — ^When he was told that the earth revolved 
round the fun, he difplayed an equal degree of fcepticifm, obferving, 
that if that was the cafe, the fliips bound from Jaffa to Conflantinople, 
inflead of proceeding to that capital, would be carried to London, or 
elfewhere. So much for the aftronomical and geographical knowledge 
of a Turkifh jftatefman ! . ^ 

On the evening df the 27th, as Mr. Bead, the draughtfman, and 
myfelf were returning from a fhort pedeBrian ejeemiSoh, we were 
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accofted by two Turkifh foldiers ; one of whom, a black, behaved in 
a moffc difrefpeftful manner, and even threatened our lives. He w'ent 
To far, indeed, as to put his hand to his fword ; but, on our affuming 
a bold and fpirited air, he feemed furprifed at our confidence, muttered 
fomething, and allowed us to pafs. 

■ On the following morning the troops commanded by Mahomed 
Pacha returned to the encampment. They had been Lent to Nablous 
to fupprels an infiirredfion, faid to be excited by the Pacha of that 
place, who was fufpedled of meditating a plan to join the army of 
Dgezar Pacha. This was one of the accounts : but it was faid, on 
the other hand, that the movement of Mahomed Pacha had for its 
objedf the laying of the Pacha of Nablous under contribution, and ex- 
torting from him a film of money. Be this as it may, the affair was 
amicably fettled. 

The Janiffary Aga had this day a converfation with General Koehler, 
in which he warned the Britifli officers not to walk fmgly in the camp, 
as in fuch a cafe he could not be anfwerable for (he condud of his 
people. He therefore recommended to us to be conftantly aedbmpa- 
nied by a Janiflary, as a guard. This circumfiance is mentioned to 
evince the peculiar and very delicate fituation in which we were 
placed among the Turkifh troops. 

On the Sift the Kallern Bafhi, the officer who has the charge of 
the Vizier’s writing implements, &c. was found murdered in the 
camp. 

On the 2d of Augufi; the New Adventure tranfport arrived from 
Cyprus, which place fhe had left fourteen days before, having been 
fwept by the currents towards Alexandretta. 



*35 


SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 

In the evening I rode through the gardens of Jaffa, where I faw a 
great abundance of prickly pear-trees, which are employed as fences, 
and are admirably well adapted to that purpofe. The natives are very 
fond of the fruit. The grapes were ripened, and were, as well as the 
figs, of an excellent quality. With refpedt to the water-melons, they 
were fb large, that at dinner, fome days before, one was brought to us 
which weighed twenty-five pounds. 

A party of Turkifh foldiers, confifling of about three hundred, left 
the camp on the morning of the 3d, for El-Arifh ; and, in the even- 
ing, Mahomed Pacha, with two thoufand men, fet off for the fame 
deftination. 

A confiderable reinforcement of troops from the eaftward reached 
the camp on the 5th ; and in the evening we were informed, that 
feveral laden camels, with their attendants, had come in from Grand 
Cairo. 

On the morning of the 6th, Captain Lacy, of the royal engineers, 
fet off for El-Arifh, mounted on a hedjin, or dromedary, as were alfo 
the perfons who accompanied him. On the following day, Mr. 
Whiteman embarked on board the New Adventure tranfport, bound 
to Cyprus. He was the bearer of difpatches for Lords Elgin and 
Grenville, which were to be forwarded to their refpedlive deftinations 
by the Britifli conful at Larnica. The tranfport did not, however, 
fail until the gth, at two in the morning, when flie took the advan- 
tage of the land breeze, which generally prevails at that early part of 
the day. > . 

' At the fianie'tiiae hundred Albanians left the camp, for El- Arifii. 
I made an excurfion, in! the evening, to tdjP f^nd hdfe*(fiteated near 
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the fea-fide, and about three miles diftant from the encampment), the 
feene of the horrid maffacre of the captured Turks and Chriftians, by 
the order of the French commander in chief, Bonaparte, fome day« 
after he had taken poffeffion of Jaffa. I have already touched on this 
adt, fo inglorious to its perpetrator, in the account 1 have given of that 
place; and I fliall add here, that the diftance of time which elapfed 
after theff poor wretches had furrendered, and which furniflied a fit 
opportunity for cool refledion, and the diftance of the fpot to which 
they were led, at leaft a league from the place of their captivity, ma- 
nifeft a fpirit of diabolical revenge, of atrocious tyranny, which, for 
the honour of human nature, it is to be trufted will never recur on any 
foture occafion, among civilized and enlightened nations, to blacken 
the page of hiftory, and to fully the military charader. The furface 
of the ground had been fome time before thickly covered with the 
ikeletons of the vidims ; but at the time of my vifit they were much 
reduced in number, the Grand Vizier having ordered a large hole to 
be dug, into which as many as could be well colleded were thrown. 
Skulls, bones, remnants of clothing,, &c. &c. were ftill, notwithftand- 
ing, fcattered over every part of the hillocks. 

In confequence of an invitation from the Grand Vizier to General 
Koehler and officers, to be fpedators of the ffiill and dexterity of the 

Turkiffi foldiers in the ufe of their fabres, we affembled, on the 1 ith 
in front of his Highnefs’s tent. 


A caou\, or turban, being placed 
with their fabres. Thofe who made 
ately rewarded with feveral fequins, 
hands of the Vizier. 


on a ffool, the Turks cut at it 
the deepeft cuts were imraedi- 
which they received from the 
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As the turban was compofed of a mixture of wool and cotton, 
covered over with thick cloth, it required no little adroitnefs and dex- 
terity to penetrate into its fubftance by a blow^ of the fabre. Such, 
however, was the effed of pradice, that the impreffions made by the 
Turkifh foldiers were very deep. 

Letters w'ere received on the 1 3th from Captain Lacy, who was 
arrived at El-Arifti, and had experienced a flattering reception. In 
the evening I took a ride along the fea-fide, and law feveral jackals, 
which abound in this part of the w’orld. 

On the 14th the Turks began to dig in the environs of Jaffa, to 
prepare the ground for the eredion of feveral works for the better de- 
fence of the place, under the diredion of Colonel Holloway. It was 
at this time reported, that the plague raged with great violence 
among the Mamelukes, in confequence of which flrid orders were 
given by the general to avoid all communication with them. Mon- 
fieur Franchini, a Ruffian agent, lay dangeroufly ill of the plague at 
Jaffa. 

In the courfe of the night we w^ere much alarmed by the ciicum- 
ftance of a ftranger having found his way into our tent. On calling 
to the centinel, we found, after a little fearch, that our unfeafbnable 
vifitor was a pcfor infane Turk, w'ho had been purfued by one of his 
countrymen from the camp, and had fought refuge in the tent. 

Monfieur Franchini died on the 15th at night. He had been fent 
by the Ruffian minifler at Conftantinople as an agent to keep up a 
communicatioh with the Turkifh minifters in camp, and to give an 
account of the milifery operations. He had caught the peftilential 
infedion from two domeftics belonging to the Vizier s new dragoman, 

T 
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who were recently arrived from Conftantinople, and both of whom 
had fallen vidlims to the difeafe. Monfleur Franchini languiflied fij; 
days after the attack. 

On the morning of the 17th two hundred Januaries arrived in the 
camp from Conftantmople. In making an excurflon towards Gaza in 
the afternoon, I met with the body of an unfortunate man, who had 
juft been aftaffinated. Fie had received two ftrokes of a fabre, one 
of which had nearly fevered the head from the body. His turban had 
been carried off; but the ftick which lay behind, and the ftyle of his 
drefs, pointed him out as a wandering Arab. 

On the 18 th in the morning. General Koehler and the officers w^ent 
to a plain in the vicinity of the encampment, to be prefent at a re- 
view of the Turkifli troops by his Highnefs the Grand Vizier. Ad- 
joining to his own tent, which, being fitted up in the oriental, or 
Perfian ftyle, far exceeded, in riebnefs and magnificence, any thing 
we had feen before, a tent w^as prepared for our reception. The in- 
fantry and artillery were drawn up in three bodies, that is, a main 
body and two wings, nearly in a line, with the guns in front. While 
the whole advanced flowly, a firing was kept up exclufively by the 
artillery ; and the movement having been continued for the fpace of fix 
or feven hundred yards, the troops faced to the right about, when, the 
guns being again brought to their front, they returned to their former 
ground, firing in the fame manner as when they advanced. This 
abfurd manoeuvre was the only one they difplayed. During the whole 
of the time the infantry remained with their arms ffiouldered, the 
Arnauts or Albanians fiiouting. In returning, the Grand Vizier was 
mounted on a fine Arabian horfe, richly caparifoned. His Highnefs 
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was elegantly dreffed, as were alfo his principal officers and attendants. 
We were invited to join in the cavalcade, on its way back to the 
encampment. 

About this time, in a converfation with our officers, the Grand 
Vizier, in fpeaking of the convention of El-Arifh,. compared what 
had been done on that occalion to a phyfician, who, having given to 
his patient a dofe of medicine by which he was relieved, adminiftered 
to him an after dofe, which rendered him worfe than he was at firft. 

We were informed that the plague continued to rage with great 
violence among the Mamelukes, infomuch that on the preceding 
day, the 1 7 th, one of their cachefs, or chiefs, had loft eighteen of his 
men. There were at that time about fixteen hundred Mameluke 
troops in the camp. 

A gun-boat belonging to Sir Sydney Smith’s fquadron arrived on 
the afternoon of the 20th from Alexandria, with difpatches from Sir 
Sydney and the Capitan Pacha to the Vizier and General. Through 
this channel we were informed, that the Mercury, an Englilh frigate of 
twenty-eight guns, commanded by Captain Rogers, was to be dally 
expedlcd at Jaffa. 

Mr. Reynolds, commanding the gun-boat, and Mr. Spilfbury, the 
jfurgeon, dined with us at the camp on the 22d. The latter defcribed 
the twelve cafes of plague which he had leen on board Le Tigre, in 
the coiirfe of the laft year, while that fhip was off Acre. M^or Eead, 
he told me, had, before his death, all the fymptoms of yellow fever. 
In general, the fubje<9ts who were attacked were of a robuft tempera- 
ment ; and, among the predifpofing caufes, were to be reckoned the 
abufe of Tpirituous liqwors, and ffiore efpecially, mid apprehen- 
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Jion of the plague. Mr. Spilfbury laid much ftrefs on the latter of 
thefe caufes, giving it as his decided opinion, that the death of Colonel 
Philipoe, who conftantly laboured under the moft alarming apprehen- 
fions of an attack of that difeafe, was entirely owing to the anxiety 
with which his mind was tortured by thefe diftreffing fears. 

Two men were beheaded at Jaffa on the 23d, for felling fpirits and 
wine to the troops. 

Within the lafi: two days feveral of our men, who had imprudently 
left off their flannel dreffes, were attacked by fymptoms of fever arifing 
from obftrudled perfpiration. The evenings had latterly been cool 
and damp, with conflderable falls of dc'vy. The plague continued to 
make great ravages among the Mamelukes, who had, according to 
report, loft four hundred men, nearly the fourth of their w^hole 
number. 

The gun-boat, commanded by Mr. Reynolds, left Jaffa on the 24th. 
She was to proceed to Acre, and thence to Cyprus, and, laftly, was 
to join le Tigre, at that time cruifing off Cape Baffa. Another of 
our gun-boats, the Mary Ann, had, we were informed, been left on 
the rocks near Larnica. - 

On the 25th, Mahmoud Raif, the newly appointed Reis Effendi, 
arrived at the camp from Conftantinople, which place he had left 
eighteen days before. 

I made one of a party in an afternoon’s ride to two Arab villages, 
the houfes of which were built with mud, ftones, and chopped ftraw. 
The women were covered by a thin loofe drefs of blue cotton, and 
wore over the face a black veil, which, on the whole, rendered their 
appearance, tft us at leaft, very dif^ifting. They are employed in 
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the moft common drudgeries ; and carry on their heads, in white 
earthen veffels, honey, milk, and frelh water. They are the only 
women who are allowed to come into the Turkifh camp. 

On our return towards the camp wc faw feveral gazelles, or ante- 
lopes, which we purfued, without being, ,however, able to overtake 
them. To efFed this would have required the aid of dogs. We were, 
notwithftanding, told, that inftances had occurred, in which the Arabs, 
mounted on their fleet horfes, had kept pace with thefe animals, and 
had fucceeded in catching them, by darting a flick between then legs, 
and thus Impeding their flight. 

About fifteen hundred cavalry arrived on the 26th from Konieh. 
Their complexion was very dark, and their drefs fingular. They 
were well mounted ; and in general tall and perfonable men. 

On the 27th, Mr. Vinchenzo, our dragoman, or interpreter, was 
taken fuddenly ill with fymptoms of fever. As he had had occafional 
intercourfe with the Mamelukes, among whom a great mortality flill 
prevailed ; and as his complaint bore a very unfavourable afpea;, the 
general, with great prudence, ordered him to be fent to the tow’n on 

the following day. 

On the morning of the 28 th, the officers of the miffion accompa- 
nied' the general on a vifit to the new Eeis EfFendi. I have already • 
given a fketch of his charader, in fpeaking of the principal officers in 
the Turkifh camp. He is certainly far fuperior to the Turks in ge- 
neral, both in manners and intelligence ; and this may be aferibed to 
his having feem and mixed with fociety in various parts of Europe. 
His appearance indieated a lively and cheerful difpoFition, In fpeaking 
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of the plague, which was entirely confined to the Mamelukes, he oh- 
ferved, that the feafon for it was juft pafled, ftnee on the l6th of Au- 
guft, old ftjle (the preceding day), it was generally confidered that, 
in the diftridts where it had made its appearance, its ravages would 
ceafe. — He feemed to entertain a great partiality for the Englilli na- 
tion ; and fhewed us an Englilh fabre and a pair of piftols which he 
had purchafed in London. The latter were made by Bennett near 
the Royal Exchange. 

On the 30tb, his Highnefs the Grand Vizier went in ftate to lay 
the firft ftone of the intended new baftion. He was met on the 
ground by the miffion ; and in the vicinity of the work, tents were 
pitched for the reception of his Highnefs and the officers. After 
having taken coffee and other refrefliments, he proceeded with great 
pomp to the foundations, which had been dug out. A prayer having 
been repeated with much folemnlty by one of the Turkiffi priefts, 
accompanied by the Vizier himfelf, as well as by all the officers of 
ftate and other Muffulmen prefent, the ftone was laid, and a fmall 
mallet, covered with velvet; handed to his Highnefs. With this, 
mallet he ftruck the ftone three times, repeating folemnly a ffiort 
prayer. In this ceremony he was followed by each of the officers of 
ftate and attendants, at the fame time that feveral fheep were facri- 
ficed. The ftone having been fprinkled with the blood of thefe ani- 
mals, was covered over with a plate of copper on which an infeription 
had been engraven. This ceremony being concluded, the whole of 
the company returned to the tents, where the general, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Holloway, commanding the royal engineers, were invefted 
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by the Grand Vizier with pelices ; and Major Fletcher with a be- 
niche, or robe of honour. On this occafion a concourfe of people 
were affemblcd. 

On the morning of this day the tranfport arrived from Larnica, 
whither Ihe had been difpatched on fervice. Several of the women 
on board laboured under an eryfipelatous Inflammation of the eyes, 
which had attacked them fuddenly, while at Larnica, without any 
previous indifpofition. The children, alfb had a fimilar afFedlion of 
the eyes; but it had not manlfefted itfelf on any of the feamen. 

A corps of Albanians, confiftlng of about one thoufand, left the 
camp on the evening of the Sift for El-Arifli. The departure of 
troops from the Turkifh encampment was, as well as their arrival, 
cuftomarily announced by the difeharge of mulkets loaded with balls, 
which, flying at random in every direction, endangered the lives of all 
thofe who were within their reach. This pradlice of firing with bul- 
lets, which is followed in every Turkifh. camp, was indeed become fo 
frequent, that we were under conftant apprehenfions of being Ihot. 
Our tents were repeatedly pierced by the balls ; and one of our men, 
an armourer, was, while at work in our camp, wounded in the flioul- 
der by a mullet ball. The Turkifh foldiers, who furnifh their own 
ammunition at all times, except on the day of battle, when it is pro- 
vided for them, conceive they have a right to amufe themfelves in 

this manner, at their private expenfe. 

On the ift of September I received a letter from Captain Lacy, of 
the royal engineers, dated at the camp of El-Arifh, the 29th of 
Auguft, in which he informed me, that during the preceding ten days 
he had, as well as his fervant, fuffered feverely from a dyfenteric com- 
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plaint. I Rated to the general, by letter, my opinion of the ncccfiity 
of having him removed to Jafia ; and in confequence of this repi'el'cn- 
tation. Major Fletcher embarked on board the tranfport on the 3d, to 
proceed to El- AriJh, and relieve the above officer in his duty. 

I had caught feveral camelions, one of which was found dead in its 
cage. Being defirous to know the caufe of its death, I diffiacd it, 
and, on opening the inteftine, found withinfide a portion of a fmall 
twig, about an inch in length ; and, a little farther downwards, a de- 
licate white round worm, nearly four inches in length,, which was 
alive. I was much pleafed with the fingular conformation of this 
little animal, from the mouth of which I drew a white tender fub- 
ftance, between five and fix inches in length, and of the thicknefs of 
a goofe quill. Having an increafed width at its extremity, it had 
fomewhat the appearance of an inverted cone, and was filled with an 
extremely vifeid and tenacious whitilh fluid. Xhis delcription of 
tongue, or weapon, as it may be more properly termed, nature has 
Supplied to the animal to enable it to feize on its prey. I had repeat* 
ediy obferved my camelions dart it forth filddenly, to the diRance of 
five , or fix inches, and in this manner catch flies with an equal promp- 
titude and certainty. The vilcid and tenacious quality of the fluid 
fufficiently explains its ufe. By applying the point of a probe dipped 
in it to the bodies of flies, I detained them for fome time. The pulpy 
fiibftance of which the dart, or tongue, is compoled, is prqjedled for- 
wards by a triangular cartilaginous ring, to which it is attached, and 
which is feated at the poRerior part of the mouth. This cartilage is 
corapofed of rings, like the trachea in animals. 

The capacious lungs are compofed of a number of fmall and delicate 
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•cells, tinged of a fine crimfon colour. On cutting into the heart, 
the blood ifiued, but of a darker colour than that contained in the. 
delicate pulmonary cells. The liver, which was of a darkifli hue, 
was fomewhat large in proportion to the fize of the animal ; and 
the gall bladder was filled with bile of a dark green colour. Only 
one common ftraight gut was perceptible. Several fmall round liib- 
fiances, nearly of the fize of a vetch, and of a deep yellow colour, 
lay conneded together in the lower part of the abdomen; as did 
alfo two lobes, fimilar to the lungs of an animal. Thefe were likewife 
of a deep yellow, or orange-colour, and were nearly of the fize of a 
fmall Windfor bean. It is evident, from this account of the con- 
formation of the animal, that thofe who cheriflred the old error of 
its exifiing upon air, mufi have been very inaccurate obfervers. 

The camelions were very numerous in the camp, and frequently 

entered the tents in fearch of their prey. 

We were informed on the 5th, by our dragoman, that the Mame- 
lukes encamped at Jaffa had lott about eight hundred men, either 
by the plague or by defertion ; and that the greater part of thofe 
commanded by Ibrahim Bey had fallen vidims to difcafe. On 
the following day we were thrown into a confiderable degree of 
alajm by a report made by another of the dragomen, or interpreters, 
who told, us, that he had difeovered the/m (groom) leading a peftl- 
ferousfubjea into our camp. This inforirfation proved to be well 
founded; and the fubjedl in quefiion was inftantly removed. 

A detachment of Arnauts, about a thoufand in number, joined 
campon Ae 7th, having been conveyed to Jaffa by fea. Reports 
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were in circulation that the French had landed new reinforcements- 
,of troops in Egypt. 

The tranfport, having on board Captain Lacy, who was fomewhat 
recovered from his indifpofition, returned to Jatfa on the 8th. She 
brought intelligence that it was the determination of the Capitan 
Pacha, and of Sir Sydney Smith, to renew the blockade of Alex- 
andria. 

On the ] 0th, a letter, dated at El- Arifh, was received from Major 
Fletcher, who had had an attack of fever, and was dangeroufly ill. 
The tranfport was in confequence ordered to proceed to El- Arifh, 
to bring him back. About this time Ofman Bey, a Mameluke 
chief, died of the plague at Jaffa ; as did alfo Yuzef Pacha, one of 
the cachefs. 

Difpatches from Lord Elgin were received by the general on the 
13th ; and on the following morning the Englifh frigate the Mer- 
cury anchored off Jaffa. She had left England about four months, 
had touched at Tripoli, and feveral other ports of the Miediterranean, 
and was lafl: from Acre, which place fhe had quitted the evening 
before. Advices were brought to camp that Djezar Pacha was em- 
ployed in fortifying the works of Acre. 

On the evening of the 18 th the Mercury frigate failed from Jaffa, 
having on board difpatches of great importance. The news of the 
furrender of the illand of Malta to the Britilh troops, tranfmitted by 
the Capitan Pacha, were communicated to the general by the Grand 
Vizier and Beis Effendi. 

On the 20th in the morning, a detachment of troops, confining 
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of about a thoufand horfemen, arrived in the camp from Aleppo, 
chaunting hymns on their route. They were better mounted and 
equipped than any of thofe who had recently joined the Vizier’s 

army. 

A heavy firing was heard in the camp on the morning of the 25th. 
We found, on enquiry, that it was occafioned by the difpleafure of 
the Arnauts, who had become greatly exafperated at an attempt 
which was made to mufter them. The Grand Vizier entertained 
a fufpicion that their chiefs drew a greater number of rations for 
their troops than thofe to which they were entitled. It indeed ap- 
peared that this pradice was become fo frequent among them as to 
require an abfolute check ; but fuch was the menacing afped which 
the Arnauts had afiumed, that his Hlghnefs deemed it prudent to 
relinquifli this meafure on the prefent occafion. I lhall take an op- 
portunity hereafter to give a particular account of thefe people, who 
were able to render themfelves thus formidable, notwithfianding 
they conftituted but an inconfiderabic part of the Turkifli army. 

About this time we were highly amufed by feveral Egyptian jug- 
glers, who came into camp, and who, to our no fmall furprife, per- 
formed a variety of tricks with great neatnefs and dexterity. Thefe 
people travel through every part of the country, and contribute cf- 
lentially to the entertainment of the inhabitants. ; 

. A great number of jackals came almofi: every evening into the 
camp, in fearch of their prey, and kept up a continued yell, equal to 
that of a large pack of hounds in full cry, though much lels rnufical. 
W^hat with the yelping of thefe animals, the howling ot the dogs, 
and the braying of the afifes and mules, a hideous noife was produced, 
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which vfc fhould have deemed incredible, if it had not conftantly 
affailed our aftonifhed ears. 

A Turkifh camp, in which the carcaffes of horfes, camels, affes, 
and mules, lay fcattered in great abundance, muft have furniflied a 
high treat to the voracious jackals, who could not fail to find there 
whatever was requifite to appeafe their hunger. They infeft every 
part of Syria, where they are very numerous. During the day they 
confine themfelves to their holes and lurking places ; but fally out at 
night, in large bodies, in fearch of their food. They then rendez- 
vous in the neighbourhood of the towns and villages, molefling the 
inhabitants by the moil difagreeable of all bowlings. They feed 
with complacency on the mofl filthy and odious fubflances ; and 
their cruelty, in the warfare they carry on againfl other animals, is 
equal to their rapacity. 

On the 1 fl of October feveral difeharges of mufketry were heard 
clofe to our camp, and furnifhed a new evidence of the undifeiplined 
flate of the Turkifh troops, who had been difputing among them- 
felves, and had proceeded to extremities. This event, which hap- 
pened fb near to us, excited in us a confiderable degree of apprehen- 
fion, as well as of furprife. 

Nearly five hundred Arnauts having deferted from the camp on 
the 4th, the Vizier difpatched in their purfuit two thoufand Dehlis, 
who returned, however, without having accompliflied their objed. 

In a Turkifh army, the Dehlis, whofe name implies defperadoes, 
or madmen, form a part of the light cavalry. They boafl, not with- 
out reafbn, of their courage and temerity ; and are faid to feel no 
hefitation in undertaking the mofl daring enterprifes. They are 
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armed and equipped nearly in the fame manner as the other Turhifh 
military, with the exception, that they wear a very high cap of a 
cylindrical form, made of paftcboard, and covered either with fheep- 
Ikin died of a black colour, or with black cloth. This cap is fecured 
to the head by a coloured muflin or cottop handkerchief. One of 
thefe horfemen, accoutered and equipped for fervice, is reprefented 
iff'Plate VIII. 

About this time Lieutenant- colonel Holloway and M^‘or Hope 
were refpeilively requefhed by the mikmendar attached to the mif- 
fion, to give orders to their men not to fmoke in paffing the tent of 
the Grand Vizier, left they Ihould be infulted by the Turkifti mili- 
tary, contrary to whofe cuftom this practice was, A caution, founded 
on fo prudential a motive, was, it may naturally be fuppofed, not 
neglected. 

On the 7th Mahomed Pacha reached the camp from Ramla, 
with troops, by whom the ufiial difcharges of mufketry were made 
on entering the ground ; and on the I4th Haflan Bey Djadavi quit- 
ted the camp for El-Anlh^ with a corps of five hundred Mamelukes. 

Here my narrative is about to take a new turn. A vifit to Jeru- 
falem, and other parts of the Holy Land, had been for fome time 
projected ; and the ftate of inadlion in which we found ourfelves at 
this jundnre prompted us to gratify our ardent Curiofity, by the ac- 
complifhment of fiich a journey, the particulars of which I fliall 
now proceed to detail. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

?R0GEESS THROUGH THE HOLY LAND — EUINS OP A TOWER ERECTED IN 

HONOUR OP FORTY MARTYRS ARABIAN DWELLINGS — EAMLA — DATE- 

TREES — OPHTHALMIA RESIDENCE OP THE JEWISH MONARCHS — ST. JE- 

ROM — ARRIVAL AT JERUSALEM — SITUATION OP THAT CITY — SOLOMOn’s 

TEMPLE — RESIDENCE OP PONTIUS PILATE EXTRAORDINARY THREAT 

OP BONAPARTE — MOUNT OP OLIVES — DAVID’s TOWER HOLY SEP^L- 

CHRE^ — SCENE OF OUR SAVIOUR’s SUFFERINGS — TOMB OF BALDWIN — 

HDJLANITY and GOOD SENSE OP A TURKISH SANTON VISIT FROM THE 

MUPTI ARMENIAN CONVENT — HEAD OP ST. JAMES — MOUNT SION 

BETHLEM — TEMPLE OP ST. CATHARINE — POOLS OP SOLOMON — GAR- 
DENS OP SOLOMON — BIRTH-PLACE OP OUR SAVIOUR — RECEPTACLE OP 
THE MURDERED INNOCENTS — TOME OP ST. JEROM — CONVENT OF ST. 

CATHARINE — INHABITANTS OP BETHLEM SEPULCHRES OP THE KINGS 

SEPULCHRE OF THE VIRGIN MARY — VALLEY OP JEHOSAPHAT IM- 
PRESSION OP OUR saviour’s FOOT ON THE MOUNT OP OLIVES — TOMBS 

OP ABSALOM AND ZECHAKIAH WELLS OP NEHEMIAH BURIAL-PLACE 

OP KING DAVID — 'CONVENT 0|' ST. HELENA — BIRTH-PLACE OP JOHN 
THE BAPTIST — JOSEPH OP ARIMATHEA — TOPOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT OP 
THE MOST INTERESTING OBJECTS IN THE HOLY LAND. 

O" the morning of the 15 th of October, before break of day, we 
left the camp on our way to Jerufalem. Our party confifted 
of the general and Mrs. Koehler, Major Hope, Captain Leake, 
Meir. Chandler, Whiteman, Pink, and myfelf. We were accompa- 
nied by the choarbagi, a party of Janiflaries, a fmall detachment of 
Turkifli horfemen, and other guards and attendants. After a verv 
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ride o£ tliree liours, we arrived Rsmls., witliin 3 (^'usrter 
of a mile of which we met with a large ruin, having a fquare fteeple, 
and a gallery above, in afeending to which we counted an hundred 
and twelve fteps. It is faid that it was formerly much loftier than it 
is at prefent, and was ercdled in honour of the forty martyrs who 
fuffered death in Armenia. In our route from this place, we paffed 
through feveral Arab villages, while others were fcattered to the 
right and left. In thefe villages the caves or dwellings were con- 
ftrudled of Hones and mud, ill compared together, and of a round 
form, refembling that of a bee-hive, with a fmall hole for the en- 
trance, which ferved at the fame time to admit the air, and to 
afford a pallage to the fmoke. The roofs of thele dwellings, in 
which, wretched as they were, the Arab cultivators were condemned 
to pals their lives, were formed of bullies, ftraw, and other fimilar 
materials, covered with mud. 

We took up our abode for the remainder of the day, and for the 
night, in theXatin convent at Ramla. The country in the vicinity 
of this convent, a plain of feveral miles in extent, is extremely fertile, 
and, if it was well cultivated, would afford, independently of a rich 
pafturage for cattle, an abundance of grain I might indeed fay of 
all that is neceffary for the fupport of man. Withip. the town, the 
houfes are built of ftone, and are provided with domes and terraces. 
Notwithftanding, at the time of our vifit, many of them were, from 
the ftate of the country, unoccupied, they exhibited in general a 
much more refpedlable appearance than thofe of Jaffa. Prior to the 
war, there was in this place an extenfive foap manufadlory ; but the 
building in which it had been carried on, having been fince de- 
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ferted, had fallen in ruins. We were informed on our arrival that 
Mahomed Pacha had reached Ramla the preceding evening. 

The choice of the Arabs, in eredling their buildings, and in form- 
ing themfelves into a congregated fociety, appears to have been con- 
flantly directed to an elevated lituation, in contradillindlion to the 
ancient pradlice in Europe, where it has been remarked, that the 
vallies and low grounds have been generally feleded for the fite of 
the towns and villages. This remark particularly applies to the more 
northern parts of Europe, where, in addition to the convenience of 
procuring a better lupply of water, a Ihelter from the inclement 
winds was to be defired. In the burning clime of Alia, on the other 
hand, every breeze was to be courted ; and this may perhaps explain 
the motive by which the Arabs were originally influenced in the 
pofition of their towns. That of Ramla is fituated on a riling ground, 
commanding a very extenfive view of the level, open country, by 
which it is furrounded on all fides. 

As we had brought with us our own bedding, and other conve- 
niencies, we were foon fettled an the convent, which affiirdcd us 
nothing but the bare walls; and having procured provifions, the 
cook whom we had taken the precaution to bring with us, began 
his operations, ihd foon fupplied us with a good dinner. After hav- 
ing taken this refrefliment, w^e went into the town, and faw the 
female inhabitants bufied in making a kind of cotton cloth for their 
garments. We next proceeded to the bazar, or market, which was 
but indifferently fupplied with a few fruits and vegetables, fuch as 
dates, figs, lemons, cucumbers, &c. We obferved feveral date-trees, 
with fruit on them, diflributed among the buildings; and their 
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appearance, thus blended as they were with the houfes, was extremely 
pidlurefquc. Without the town we noticed a fmali pottery for the 
fabrication of vafes to hold water. Ilamla was anciently a city, but 
is now an open town only, under the government of the Pacha of 
Jerufalem and Gaza, Mahomed Pacha. 

In this place the minarets of the mofques differ very effentially 
from all thole w’e had before noticed. It contains three convents 
for the reception of the pilgrims on their w^ay to the holy city. 

It was painful to me to obferve that the difeale of the eyes, fo 
common in thefe countries, prevailed very generally, and that with 
great violence, among the poorer claffes at Ilamla. Both young and 
old w’ere alike afflidled by blindnels. This w'as not furprifing, fince 
it was eaty to trace in their fqualid and meagre countenances the 
manifeft caufes of difeafe, namely, the w^ant of a good, nourifliing diet, 
and the neceffary clothing to encourage and keep up the excretions of 
the Ikin. The drefs of the females confifted of a blue cotton chemife 
only, refcmbling the frock of an Englilh peafant, and reaching nearly 
to the ankles, with a broad belt, or girdle, faffened about the waift. 
The men were dreffed in a limilar manner, but with a white inftead 
of a blue chemife, and were for the greater part without 

In the evening we paid a vifit to Mahomed Pacha, a great fa- 
vourite of the Vizier, and very ufeful to him in the country, as a 
colledlor of the tributes. His reception was of the moff friendly 
kind; and he offered us every affiftance on our route, promifing to 
fend forward a meffenger, to give notice, at the places through which 
we were to pafs, of our approach, together with fuch orders as might 
facilitate our view's. * Aftej: having taken the refreflrtnents which 
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were prefented to us, we returned to the convent, where the genera! 
gave us notice to be in readinefs to fet forward on the following 
morning at day-break. 

We accordingly left Ramla at five in the morning of the l6th, 
and, after a ride of three hours over the plain, came to an Arab vil- 
lage, named Caifla, where St. James was decapitated. In this village 
we law the method employed by the Arabs to preferve their corn 
from pillage and fire. It confilbs in digging deep pits, fimilar to 
wells, in which the corn is ftored up, as in a granary. Having 
breakfafted, we again fet forward on our journey about nine o’clock, 
paffxng through a plain, near to which was a village, called Latrun, 
faid to have been once the refidence of the kings of the Jews. To 
the left of the village the ruins of a building were pointed out to us, 
which we were told was anciently a palace. We Ihortly after 
entered on a rocky and almoft impenetrable road, over a moun- 
tainous territory, which continued, with little variation, until our 
arrival at Jerufalem, a diftance of twenty-five miles. The fafety 
and comparative facility with which the horfes made good their 
way through this difficult road, filled with rocks and precipices, were 
trulyTurprifing : not the fmalleft accident occurred. At one o’clock 
we came to an Arab village, named St. Jerom, diftant from Jeru- 
falem three hours journey. We there made a halt of an hour and 
a half, and law a lofty building, fupported by beautiful pillars, for- 
merly a Chriffian church, faid to have been built by the Emprefs 
Helena, but now converted into a receptacle for cattle. We traced 
on the walls the vcftiges. of feveral fine paintings of fcriptural fub- 
je<Ss; and afterwards entered an arched cavity underneath,, in which. 
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according to every probability, the dead had been depofited. We 
left the village at half paft two, and were met foon after by a party 
of priefts belonging to the Greek convent at Jerufalem, who were on 
their way to Ramla, in obedience to a mandate of ^dahomed Pacha, 
but on what occaiion we were not informed. 

On our approaching Jerufalem, we were met by the Mufelem, or 
Turkifh governor, and by the fuperior of the Latin convent, in 
which we were to take up our abode. They had come out with 
their attendants, to compliment us on our arrival, and condudl us to 
the city, which we reached at about half paft five o clock. For a 
confiderable diftance the road was occupied by great numbers of the 
inhabitants, who had come out to meet us ; and the ftreets were 
thronged in our pafiage through. So great was the curiofity which 
the arrival of Chriftian vifitors had excited ! 

To the very gates of Jerufalem the land exhibited the fame rocky 
and barren appearance it had afTumed on our entering the moun- 
tainous territory. The city itfelf ftands on an elevated rocky ground 
capable of yielding but little produce : in the vicinity, however, w^e 
faw feveral fpots, which the inhabitants had with great induftry fer- 
tilized, by clearing away the ftones, with which they had ban^d up 
the foil to prevent it from being w'afhed away, and by reforting to 
every other expedient which could fiiggeft itfelf. 

This foil, which is a reddifh clay, wherever it is of any depth, is 
eflentially of a good quality ; confequently their laborious efforts had 
been rewarded, in thefe partial and chofen fpots, by an abundant 
produce of fruits, porn, and vegetables. The grapes which w'ere 
prefented to us at our repafts, were uncommonly fine and large : at 
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the feafon of the vintage the vineyards muft: have had a pleafing 
aipcdl in this land of rocks and mountains. 

Shortly after our arrival, the governor paid a formal vifit to the 

(T 

general and officers, in the courfe of which he tendered to us every 
poffible affiftance during our ftay at Jerufalem. In company with 
three of my fellow travellers, I took up my abode in the Latin con- 
vent ; while the general, Mrs. Koehler, and the two other gentle- 
men, eftabliffied their refidence at a houfc in the vicinity. 

On the following morning, after breakfaft, we returned the gover- 
nor’s vifit, and were entertained with coffee, fweetmeats, and other 
refrelhments. From one of the windows of his houfe we had a very 
pleafing view of a Turkilh mofque, built on the foundations of 
Solomon’s temple. Chriffians are prohibited from entering this 
mofque, in confequence of a fuperffitlous opinion entertained by the 
Turks, that if any one of them ffiould fet his foot on the confecrated 
ground on which it Hands, the Turkifli empire would inftantly be 
at an end. 

On the fpot where the governor relided, it is reported that Pontius 
Pilate dwelt ; and it was there, according to traditional accounts, 
that Peter denied Chrift.* 

Soon after our return to the general’s apartment, the patriarch of 
the Greek church, and two Armenian blfhops, attended by feveral 


* To prevent a repetition of the words, «itisfaid;” “according to traditional 
accounts,” &c. I fliall in future give the reports relative to the palTages of feripture 
to which fuch and fuch Ipots in the Holy Land refer, as they were made to us, leaving 
to my readers the conclulions as to the greater or lefs probability of the accordance of 
the traditions faid to have been handed down, with the events they are intended to 
iHuftrate, 
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prlefls, paid us a vifit, and promifed us every attention and kindnefs 
during our Ray in Jerufalem, The patriarch informed us, that the 
fix priefts had met on our route, and who were on their way to 
Ramla, had been conftrained to undertake that journey by Mahomed 
Pacha. As he could not explain to himfclf why they had been thus 
forced away, he appeared extremely anxious about them, and begged 
the general to intereft himfelf in their behalf. In the inquiries he 
addrefled to us, he was defirous to know which of the three cities, 
Jerufalem, Babylon, or Rome, was the moft ancient. 

We were told by the priefts of an extraordinary threat made by 
Bonaparte, namely, that fliould he ever obtain poffeffion of Jerufalem, 
he would plant the tree of liberty on the fpot on which the crofs of 
Jefus Rood ; and would bury the firft French grenadier who fliould 
fall in the attack, in the tomb of our Saviour. 

From the terrace of the convent in which we were lodged w^e had 
a fine view of the Mount of Olives, of Mount Sion, and indeed of 
every part of the city, the extent of w'hicli has been fo much dimi- 
nlflicd in modern times, that the circumference is reckoned not to 
exceed four Englifli miles. The walls and habitations are in excel- 
lent repair ; and the former are provided with fcveral fmall fquarc 
towers. Near the entrance gate is a caflle denominated David’s 
tower, the Rones in the inferior part of which are very maffive, and 
apparently of great antiquity. 

About two o’clock we went to the church called the church of the 
fepulchre, as being built over the holy fepulchre, in company with the 
fuperior of our convent, with whom, I fliould obferve, we' had made 
an arrangement to vifit Bethlem on the following morning. Efcorted 
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bj feveral of the reverend fathers, we palTed through a folemn and 
grand entrance, into a lofty and capacious building (fomewhat lefs 
than an hundred paces long, and not more than fixty wide), fupported 
by feveral very large marble pillars of the Corinthian order, and the 
dome of which was built of the cedar of Lebanon. Preparations hav- 
ing been made for our vlfit to this fanduary, it was lighted up with 
more than ufual Iplendour, and had a very ffcriking and awful efFed. 
In the centre of the building is the holy fepulchre, which is now 
cafed over with marble for its better prefervation. But for this pre- 
caution, indeed, it would ere this have been broken into fragments, 
which the pilgrims would have carried off as fo many precious relics. 
The fepulchre, we are told, was at firft a cave hewn in the rock under 
ground ; but the rock having been fince cut away in every diredion, it 
appears now in the form of a grotto above ground. In bellowing on it 
a clofe infpedion, we met with the ftone on which they told us the 
angel was feated when Mary fought the body of Jefus. This ftone 
had been removed from the entrance. The fmall building, or chapel, 
in which the fepulchre is enclofed, was lighted by feveral large and 
handfome lamps, a certain number of which are always kept burning. 
We were next conduded to all the interefting places which refpeded 
our Saviour previoufly to his death : fuch as the fpot where he was 
confined before his trial and condemnation; that where he was 
fcourged, and the crown of thorns placed on his head ; that where 
he was nailed to th? crofs, &c. We faw the fiffure in the. rock 
which was rent by the earthquake at the time he gave up the ghoft, 
together with the place where the foldiers caft lots for his garments, 
and thij Ipot where his body was embalmed. 
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The whole of this very extenfive building, in which the Greeks, 
Latins, Armenians, and Copts, have each refpedlively a chapel, ftands 
on Mount Calvary. We vifited each of thefe chapels. Near to that 
which was built by St. Helena, the mother of Conftantlne the Great, 
in commemoration of the finding of the crofs on which our Saviour 
was crucified, we faw the cavern which w'as formerly the grand refer- 
voir of water that contained the crofs. In the middle of the Greek 
chapel Rands a marble bafin fixed on the ground, which the Greek 
priefts told us was not only placed in the centre of the pile of build- 
ings, but in the centre of the univerfe. This beautiful chapel is built 
of yellow and white m3.rble ; and feveral of the columns are of verd 
antique. We next proceeded to the chapel where Mary vifited Jefus, 
the pavement of which is of beautiful marble, inlaid and ornamented 
with much tafte. In the courfe of our enquiries, we faw the tomb 
of Baldwin, governor of Jerufalem, who was killed during the crufades. 

The beauty and grandeur of thefe buildings do great credit to the 
age in which they were executed. Over the gate which led us to the 
elegant ftruaure, ereded by the order of St. Helena, in which the 
holy fepulchre, and the memorable fpots I have noticed above, are 
enclofed, we faw the veftiges of feveral pieces of fine fculpture, toge- 
ther with a confiderable number of marble and granite columns, of 
the Corinthian order, and other archite dural decorations. 

The Greek and Armenian priefts entertained us with coffee and 
fherbet in their refpedlive chapels. They told us that after the French 
had landed in Egypt, the Turks had, on a plea of fufpicion that the 
monks in general were not entire ftrangers to the plans and intentions 
of the enemy, fearched their raonafleries for* arms,' papers, and other 
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concealed cfFcfts, and had obliged them to fcek refuge in tlic building 
over the holy fcpulchre. They had there threatened to bring cannon 
againft them, and put them to death, in cafe they fliould refufe to 
open the door of the building, and furrendcr themlelvcs. ■ In this 
alarming cribs they were providentially faved by a Turkifii fanton, or 
fanatic, who took his Ration on an elevated part of the city, and there 
harangued the MufTulmen in behalf of the minifters of the Chriftiaa 
gofpel, reminding them that, having fearched their monaflcries, they 
had neither found arms nor any other objedl which could lead to fuf- 
picion, and recommending to them to defift, and permit the unfortu- 
nate priefts to return to their convents. The effecfl of this e'^horta- 
tion was, that the multitude laid afide their fanguinary pun it, and 
the monks were permitted to return quietly to their homes. They 
were not ungrateful for their deliverance, but colledled a confiderable 
fuin of money for the fanton, which he with great delicacy refufed. 

On our return we dined at the convent with the holy fathers, and 
proceeded afterwards to the general’s lodging, where the vifit of the 
Mufti, wdro came thither to pay his refpedls, was fhortly after an- 
nounced. This perfonage, who feemed to carry terror and difmay in 

« ^ 

his countenance, told us, that it was impoffible Jerufalem fhould ever 
%e taken, as there were feventy thoufand prophets, on the other fide 
of the Dead Sea, ready to come forw’ard for its protection and defence. 
He alfo declared to us, that it was recorded in the facred writini’-s, 
that the Englifli and Turks had been friends for more than a thoufand 
years. He was not only fupreme of the church, but held the office 
of cadi, or judge. . ^ 

Gn his departure we returned the vifits of the Greek and Armenian 
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clergy. The Armenian church, a fine and elegant ftrudture, was or- 
namented by feveral good fcriptural paintings. The fathers pointed 
out to US the fpot where the head of St. James was depofited, after he 
had been decapitated at Caifla. 

We rofe at five in the morning of the 18 th, and went to the chapel, 
where mafs was performing. We breakfafted ftiortly after, and at 
feven o’clock left Jerufalem on our way to Bethlem, accompanied by 
the fuperior and feveral of the monks belonging to the Latin convent, 
in which we had taken up our refidence. On our quitting the city, 
we paffed Mount Sion, on which the walls of the city are partly 
built, and w’hich is feparated by a valley from the hill where Judas 
Ifcariot fold Jefiis for thirty pieces of money. The road winds over 
a part of this hill. After an hour’s journey, we reached a convent 
built by St. Helena, from whence we had a view of Bethlem, the 
road leading to which is extremely rocky, and of a very dreary ap- 
pearance. On approaching, the Dead Sea was in cur view. Beth- 
lem ftands on a lofty mountain, the foil of which abounds in chalk 
and marl. The Inhabitants came out to welcome us on the road ; 
and this w'as done by the women, by a moft hideous flirieking noife, 
accompanied by geftures and diftortions, which it would be difficult 
to delcribe. On our paffiage through the ftreets, the houfes were 
thronged with people. 

As we approached the convent, in which we were received with 
great hofpitality, we pafied beneath the ruins of an ancient gate-way, 
and afterwards entered a lofty building, eredted by St. Helena, an- 
ciently ftyled the temple, but now the convent, of St. Catharine. It 
is ennamented with .at leafl: fifty lofty and beautiful cohu^ns of marble, 
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oi tne Corinthian order ; and has on its walls the remains of fevcral 
fine paintings in frefco of fcriptural fubjeds, reprefcntlng the apoftles, 
patria^hs, See. The beauty and fymraetry of the temple have been 
in fome raeafure deftroyed by a portion of it, which they have con- 
verted into a chapel, having been divided oiF by the Greeks, who re- 
ceived permiffion from the Turks to do fo, on their confenting to pay 
an annual contribution. 

After having partaken of an excellent breakfafi:, provided by the 
fupenor of the convent, we went to fee the three furprifing bafins 
built by Solomon, near to which he is faid to have fpent much of his 
time. 

The pools, or bafins of Solomon, are three in number, and fituated 
in a Hoping hollow of the “mountain, one above another; fo that the 
waters of the uppermoft defeend into the fecond, and thofe of the 
fecond to the third. Their figure is quadrangular. The breadth 
IS nearly the fame in all, amounting to between eighty and ninety 
paces. In their length they differ ; the firft being about one hundred 
and fixty paces long, the fecond two hundred, and the third two hun- 
dred and twenty. The depth of each is confiderable. They are lined 
with ftone, plaiftered, and in a tolerable Hate of repair. They con- 
tained, however, but little water when I vifited them. 

The monks, by whom we were accompanied, confidered thefe 
pools, or bafins, as one of the greateff antiquities in the country. 

They are diftant two hours journey from Bethlem; and the road 
which leads to them, confifting entirely of rocks, is almoft impradi- 
cable. Thefe bafins fupplied the inhabitants of Bethlem and Jeru- 
falem with w^ter, by means of aqueduds, which appeared,, however. 
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at the time of our vifit, to be fomewhat out of repair. In the vicinity 
of the pools we noticed a Turkifh fort ; and, not far from it, the 
fource or fpring, by which the bafins are fupplied with water, as well 
as by the rains which occafionally fall upon the neighbouring moun- 
tains, during the winter feafon. 

In returning, we paffed through a valley, in which was a garden, 
entitled the garden of Solomon. Its irrigation having been favoured 
by the water which at times ilTues from the rocks above into the val- 
ley, the vegetables it contained had a very promifmg appearance. We 
fdw in the valley the ruin alfo of a building, which, we were told, 
had been inhabited by Solomon’s concubines. 

On approaching Bethlera, the general made a Iketch of the towm ; 
and we found, on our arrival, a fumptuous dinner prepared for us at 
the convent. After this repaft, w'e vifited the birth-place of our Sa- 
viour, a deep cavern hewn out of the folid rock, and lighted up by a 
confiderable number of lamps, in which the manger was, as well as 
every other intcrcftlng particular, pointed out to us. The manger 
w'as, for the fame reafon as the fepulchre, cafed over with marble, to 
prevent the pilgrims from mutilating it, and carrying olF with them 
fragments of fuch precious relics. We were afterwards conduded to a 
variety of memorable fpots, and, among them, to the deep and im- 
mcnfely large ciftern into which the bodies of the Infants, murdered 
by the command of Herod, were thrown. Near to this ciftern the 
tomb of St. Jerome was fituated. 

The convent of St. Catharine, in which at one time twenty monks 
refided, but the number of whom was now reduced to eight, and the 
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Greek and Armenian convents, being all of them within the fame 
walls and enclofure, fo as to conRitute one large and entire building 
only, al,l the ever memorable places within Bcthlem which the facred 
writings have recorded, arc in this way built over and preferred. 

The inhabitants of Bethlem confift, for the greater part, of Greeks, 
Armenians, and Arabs converted to chriftianity. Among its popula- 
tion but few Turks are to be found. The drels of the men, like that 
of the neighbouring peafants, is extremely fimple, and confiftsofa 
long white chemife, or frock, with a girdle faftened round the waift. 
Very few of the poorer fort, whether males or females, wear Ihoes. 
The women are drefled in a blue chemife, with a cotton belt, or 
girdle, and cover the head with a long white veil, which flows loofely 
down the back. Their complexion is very dark, approaching almofl: 
to black. They are very laborious, and fubmit to every defeription 
of drudgery. They are betrothed as feon as they come into the world ; 
and marry at the early age of twelve years. 

Bethlem flanding on an eminence, and on a chalky foil, is juftly 
confidered by the inhabitants as pofleffing a very falubrious air ; in 
proof of which I obferved but few among them who had a fickly ap- 
pearance. There were indeed feme cafes of ophthalmia, but very rare. 
The fides of the mountain on which this town is fltuated were, as well 
as the fummit, interfperfed with fine vineyards, banked in with ftones, 
which mufl: have cofi: a prodigious labour to the cultivators. The 
grapes they yielded were remarkably large, and finely flavoured. In 
addition to thefe we faw figs, pomegranates, and an abundance of 
Olives, on which fruits the inhabitants, in a great meafure, fubfife. In 
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the vallies fome corn is produced ; and the bread made from it is of 
an excellent quality. The dews, which fall in great abundance, are 
highly favourable to the vegetation in general. 

As we had to return, in the afternoon, the vifits of the Greek and 
Armenian patriarchs, it was fomewhat late before we quitted Beth- 
lem, infomuch that we did not reach our convent at Jerufalem until 
feven in the evening. I brought away with me from the former of 
thefe places, feveral chaplets, or firings of beads, made from a fruit 
brought from Mecca, dyed of a red colour, and crofTes, and other 
trinkets made from a pearl oyfter, which the inhabitants procure from 
the Red Sea, and which they manufadlure into thefe curious articles 
with great addrefs. 

On the 19th, at eleven in the morning, we left the convent at 
Jerufalem, on our way to the Mount of Olives, fituated at about a 
mile’s diftance from the walls of the city. Our attention was then 
diredled to the fepulchres of the kings, which the monks confider as 
the third wonder in that part of the world. To InfpecR them, we 
entered at the eaft fide, through an opening cut out of the folid rock, 
which brought us into a fpacious court of about forty paces fquare, 
cut down into the rock, with which it is encompaffed inftead of walls. 
On the fouth fide of this court there is a portico, nine paces long, and 
about four broad, in like manner hewn out of the natural rock. It 
has a kind of architrave running along its front, and although time 
has certainly deprived it of fome of its beauties, yet it ftill exhi- 
bits the remains- of excellent fculpture of flowers, fruits, &c. On the 
left hand, within this- portico, we entered a fmall aperture upon our 
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knees and hands ; the palTage was become difficult on account of 
the accumulation of rubbiffi colledled at its mouth. 

We reached at the commencement a large fquare chamber, cut 
with great neatnefs and exadlnefs out of the folid rock. From this 
chamber we entered a fecond, which led to feveral more, five or fix 
in all, one within the other, nearly of the fame defcription as the firft, 
except that in the interior chambers there wrere niches, or fepulchres, 
for the reception of the dead. Each of thefe caverns, or chambers, 
had niches for four, fix, or eight bodies. The mutilated portions of 
the farcophagi, ornamented with fine fculpture, lay fcattered upon the 
ground, as well as the fragments of the ftone doors by which thefe 
chambers had been anciently clofed. 

The lid of one of the farcophagi, feven feet in length, having on it 
grapes, leaves, acorns, and various other devices, very beautifully 
fculptured, was in an entire Rate. 

A door of one of the chambers was Rill hanging. It confiRed of a 
mafs of folid Rone, refembling the rock itfelf, of about fix inches in 
thicknefsl but in fize lefs than an ordinary door. It turned upon two 
hinges, contrived in the manner of axles. Thefe hinges were of the 
fame entire piece of Rone with the door, and were received into two 
holes of the immoveable rock, one at the top, the other at the bottom. 

In fome of thefe chambers the dead bodies were laid upon benches 
of Rone ; others had fepulchres cut in the form of ovens. In the dif- 
ferent chambers which I entered, I imagine from forty to fifty bodies 
might have been depofited. Whether the kings of Ifrael or of Judah, 
or. any other kings were the conRruaors of them, they have certainly 
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been contrived with infinite ingenuity, and completed with immenfe 
labour. 

Having withdrawn from thefe interefting maufolei, or caverns, 
we proceeded to the fepulchres of the Virgin Mary, of her mother, 
and of Jofeph, all of them fituated in the valley of Jeholhaphat, and • 
over which was ereaed a large ftone building, re-confiruaed by the 
Armenians, about forty years before. It was in the vicinity of this 
fpot that St. Stephen was ftoned. To reach the fepulchres, which 
were in the inferior part of a cavern, dug from the folid rock, we had 
to defeend a flight of forty-eight fteps. The Virgin’s fepulchre was 
lighted by lamps, which were conflantly kept burning at the joint 
expence of the Greeks, Armenians, and Copts. I brought away with 
me feveral fmall pieces of the rock, cut in fquares, which the inhabi- 
tants take care to provide for the gratification of the curious traveller. 
Contiguous to the building ereded over the fepulchres, we entered a 
cave, in which our Saviour is laid to have fweated blood. The monks 
by whom we were accompanied, pointed out to us feveral large, and 
apparently ancient olive-trees, which, they alTured us, were in exif- 
tence in the time of our Saviour, and which flood in the front of the 
building. We did not prefumc to queftion their erudition on this 
point of natural hiftory ; but could not help admiring the attention 
they bellowed on them, in encompaffing their roots by floncs, and 
filling up the cavities of their decayed trunks with the fame mate- 
rials, for their better prefervation. 

Oil our quitting this fpot, we went to the Mount of Olives, a very 
fteep hill, on the eaft fide of Jerufalem, the valley qf Jeholhaphat lying 
between the mount and city. On our reaching its fucqmit, we were 



1 68 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 

conducted to a fmail circular building, in which the reverend fathers 
pointed out to us the impreffion of our Saviour’s foot in a ftone, when 
he afeended into heaven. The Chriftian inhabitants, when they vifit 
the Mount of Olives, do not content themfelves with fainting this cavity 
in the Rone, but alfo rub on it the fragments of marble taken from the 
rock beneath, at the fepulchre of the bleffed Virgin. The fmail building 
eredled over the place of afcenfion is contiguous to a Turkiili mofque, 
and is in the pofleffion of the Turks, who derive a profit from fhowing 
its contents ; and who alfo fubjedt the Chriftians to an annual con- 
tribution for a permiffion to officiate within it, according to their 
ritual, on Afcenfion- day. At the diftance of about an hundred yards 
from the mofque is the Ipot where the angel appeared to Jefus, warn- 
ing him to afeend, as his place was not on earth, but above ; and 
where the apoftles were affembled at the moment of his afcenfion. 
From the mofque itfelf wc had a fine and commanding view of Jeru- 
falem. Mount Sion, and the Dead Sea. 

In defeending the mountain, and in paffing afterwards through the 
valley of Jehofiiaphat, we were gratified by the view of feveral memo- 
rable fpots. We faw, among others, the tombs of Abfalom and Ze- 
chariah ; and vifited the place where the apoftles concealed themfelv'es 
when Jefus was led by. W^e were next condudled to the well of St, 
JBarb, at the foot of Mount Sion, where the veftments of Jefus were 
waflacd ; and, at an inconfidcrable diftance from it, infpeded the wells 
of Nehcmiah. 

On leaving the valley of Jehofiiaphat, we paffed to the right of the 
place where the body of the prophet Ifaiah was fevered into two parts. 
In afeending |vIount Sion, we faw, on the acclivity of an oppofite 
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mountain, a building eroded on the fpot where Judas Ifcariot betrayed 
Jefus for thirty pieces of filver. On reaching the fummit of the 
mount, a church and convent, belonging to the Armenians, were 
pointed out to us, fituated at a fmall diftance from the entrance gate 
leading to the back part of the city. It was there, the monks in- 
formed us, that the cock crew when Peter denied Chrift. Without 
the city walls, and on Mount Sion, there is a Turkifli mofque Hand- 
ing on the ground where King David was buried, and where our 
Saviour inftituted the Lord’s fupper. 

We returned to Jerufalem, and having partaken of a good dinner 
at the convent, paid. an evening’s vifit to the Mufti, who received us 
with much hofpitality and politenefs, and who expreffed his wifli that 
we would Ipend another day in the holy city, in order that he might 
entertain us- in a fuitable manner. We had, however, made our 
arrangements to let out on the following morning, on our return to 
Jaffa. 

Having accordingly made an early breakfaft at the convent, we left 
Jerufalem at eight in the morning of the 20th. Our plan was, to halt 
at St. Jerome in the evening ; to proceed to Ramla on the following 
day ; and to reach J affa on the third. On our way to the village of 
St. John, diftant three hours journey from Jerufalem, a fine building, 
ftyled the convent of St. Helena, was pointed out to us, as having 
been built by that emprefs on the fpot whence the timber was taken 
for our Saviour’s crofs. In the village itfelf, the birth-place of St. 
John the Baptift, there is alfo a convent. We arrived there at eleven 
o’clock, and having entered the church, were diredled to the fpot 
where- St. John was born, and; which is conftantlylightqj up by lamps. 
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The church is very neatly decorated, and is ornamented by feveral 
good pictures. 

The inhabitants of St. John are a mixture of Turks and Arabs, 
the former of whom are by far the moft numerous. They were, at 
the time of our vifit, as well as two other neighbouring villages, in a 
hoftile ftate to Mahomed Pacha, who, not content with having levied 
the cuftomary annual avanias, or tributes, had endeavoured to exadi; 
heavy contributions, w hich they had neither the will nor the capacity 
to pay. They had accordingly affembled, and had fworn, laying their 
fwords acrofs, which with them adds great folemnity to the protefta- 
tion, that they would prefer death to a fubmiffion to any demand 
which Ihould exceed the cuflomary amount of their contributions. 
In the vicinity of this village there are feveral fine vineyards, and other 
Ipots in excellent cultivation. 

After having taken the neceflary refrefhments, we quitted St. John 
at tw'o in the afternoon, on our way to St. Jerome ; on our approaching 
which place we were met by the Arab flieick, and a confiderable 
number of his people, who had come out to welcome -us, and pay 
their refpeds. On our arrival, at half paft four o’clock, we were con- 
duced to a houfe which had been prepared for our reception ; and, 
having brought with us cold provifions, we foon found ourfelves at 
our eafe. 

Shortly after we had reached the village, the inhabitants, who Were 
equally refraCory with thofe of St. John, were thrown into great 
confufion and alarm by the rumour that the troops of Mahomed 
Pacha were approaching. Inftantly both men and women fled to an 
adjoining pofh, fituated on a lofty mountain, very diflicult of accefs. 
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end equally hazardous to an enemy who fliould meditate an attack. 
They there waited further intelligence refpeding the advances of the 
redoubted Pacha. 

On our rifing at four in the morning of the 2lfl:, there was a very 
confiderable fall of dew, which, in this country, where the rains occur 
fo feldora, is in a manner indifpenfable to the vegetation. We were 
told at Jerufalem that rain had not fallen there during nine months. 

The vineyards about St. J erome, cultivated in terraces, or, in other 
words, banked in with ftones to prevent the efcape of the foil and 
moifture, had a very promifing appearance. We left that place about 
feven o’clock, to proceed to Ramla, and took a route over the moun- 
tains, infinitely more agreeable and commodious to the traveller than 
that by which we had palTed on our way to Jerufalem. We arrived 
about eleven o’clock at the village of Caiffa, where we had breakfafted 
when we firfi: proceeded on our journey, the day after our departure 
from Jaffa; and, having halted to take refrefhments, purfued our 
way to Ramla, which we reached at two in the afternoon, fixing our 
refidence, as before, at the Latin convent. 

Ramla, the ancient Arimathea of the facred writings, is well known 
as the refidence of Jofeph, the rich man and difciple, who went to 
Pontius Pilate to beg the body of Jefus, which having obtained, 
he, in concert with Nicodemus, took it down, and wrapped it in 
linen clothes, with fpices, after the manner of the Jews, depofit- 
ing it in a fepulchre, hewn out of the rock, which had been prepared 
for himfelf. The view of the town, from the fide at which 
we entered on this latter occafion, was extremely pi6tur«fque and 
beautiful. It is fituated on the corffine of a rich and .petenfive plain, 
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the luxuriant foil of which is capable of producing whatever is elTen- 
tial to the fubfiftence of man. We law feveral plantations of the 
dourra, or Indian corn, together with vineyards, gardens containing 
fruits and vegetables, and fields of cotton. The numerous olive-trees 
without the towm, and the date-trees interfperfed between the build- 
ings, furnilhed a moll agreeable pidlure. 

The pavement of the llreets of Ramla is intermixed with portions 
of marble ; and the houfes being partly built of that material, which 
is here of a yellowilla call, and partly of Hone, with the addition of 
domes and terraces, have a very neat and agreeable appearance when, 
viewed from air elevated lituation. 

We were told by the reverend fathers belonging to our convent, 
that the mountain which is contiguous to the Dead Sea, exudes a bi- 
tuminous matter, with which the fea itfelf is occalionally overlpread. 
They produced a Ipecimen of this liibllance, which had the appear- 
ance of common pitch. I do not wilh to accufe them of dealing in 
the marvellous, but they furprifed us not a little when, in fpeaking ot 
the noxious quality of the air in the vicinity of the Dead Sea, they 
alTerted, that notwithllanding the fiuits and vegetables which grew 
there were very fine in appearance, they were dellitute of all flavour ; 
and that the oranges in particular, inllead of containing a pleafant and 
refrelhing juice, were filled with a cineritious matter. The fuperior 
alTured us, that he had fent feveral of thefe oranges to Europe as a 
curioCty. 

Several fine refrelhing Ihowers having fallen during the night, 
had a very cool and agreeable ride from Eamla, which we left at eight 
in the morning of the 22d, and reached the camp at Jaffa about 
eleven o’clock. 
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On our return from Jerufalem, we fell in with the Greek prlefts, 
whom I have already mentioned as having been on their way to 
Ramla, to obey a requifition of Mahomet Pacha, with whom, we 
were now told, they had purchafed their peace, by confenting to pay- 
a fine of five hundred purfes, each containing the fame number of 
piaftres. This reconciliation having been effedled, they were joy- 
fully returning to the holy city. 

Our excurfion thither was attended by a fingular circumftance, 
namely, that our party, comprehending the efcort and attendants, 
was made up of eight different nations, Englifli, Spaniards, Italians, 
Greeks, Armenians, Turks, Copts, and Arabs. 

I cannot conclude this chapter better than by giving the following 
tranflation of a written account of Jerufalem, Bethlehem, and the 
other interefling places in the Holy Land, prefented to us by the 
reverend fathers of the Latin convent at Jerufalem. It may be 
confidered, not merely as a guide to the devout pilgrim, for whole 
information, and for that of the curious traveller, it appears to have 
been drawn up ; but as an interefling topographical fketch of the 
countries which embrace the mofl remarkable objedls recorded in 
the facred writings. 
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A TRUE DESCRIPTION OF 

THE HOLY PLACES IN JERUSALEM, 

AND OF THOSE WHICH ARE LIKEWISE USUALLY VISITED BY 
THE DEVOUT PILGRIMS IN JUDEA, GALILEE, &C. 


IN JERUSALEM. 

entering the church of the holy fepulchre, likewife called St. 

Helen’s church, from having been built by the Emprefs Helen, 
the ftone of undlion prefents itfelf, where our Saviour was embalmed 
and anointed by Jofeph and Nicodemus ; to the right of which is 
the alcent to Mount Calvary, by twelve Reps, where is feen the 
hole in which the crofs was placed, and near it a cleft in the moun- 
tain, occafioned by the earthquake after our Saviour’s death ; like- 
wife the place of crucifixion. This laR belongs to the Catholics. 
The fchifmatic Greeh robbed us of the hole of the crofs by means of 
money. 

From Mount Calvary you defcend to the holy fepulchre of our 
Lord, where forty-four lamps are burning, fourteen of which are 
ours, the reft belong to the Greeks, Armenians, and Copts, but theft 
have no dominion whatever over the fepulchre itfelf. Its length is 
nine fpans, its breadth four, and its height about three and a half. 
Before the entrance to it is the Angefs Chapel, a little larger than the 
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fepulchre. In the middle of it is a ftone, little more than a fpan 
high, and about nine fpans in circumference. On this ftone fat the 
angel who, after the refurredlion of our Lord, appeared to the holy 
women, faying to them— “ Do you feek Jefus who has been cruci- 
“ fied ? He is not here, but is rifen.” On leaving this chapel, at 
the diftance of a few paces, is feen the place where the Lord, after 
being rifen, was feen by Mary Magdalen, in the drefs of a gardener ; 
and, a few paces further, the fpot where that penitent flood. You 
then enter our church, where our Saviour made his firft appearance 
to his holy mother, after the refurredion. On the right of the great 
altar which our Lord is pre/erved under the facr ament al form) is a 
hollow place, faftened up with an iron grating, within which is part 
of the column to which he was bound and fcourged. On the left 
is part of the holy crofs, fliut up in the fame manner. At the foot 
of the altar is feen the place where one of the three crofles was mi- 
raculoufly difcovered by St. Helen, perhaps the crofs of the Saviour. 
Leaving our church, you vifit the prifon where our Saviour was 
bound before he fuffered the death of the crofs : this place belongs 
to the Greets. A few fteps from it is the chapel of St. Longinus, 
the foldier who, after having pierced the facred fide of our Saviour, 
wept on account of his fins in this place, which likewife belongs -to 
the Greeks. A few fleps further is the place where the foldiers went 
to divide the garments of the Redeemer, and which belongs to the 
Armenians. A few fleps from this is the pillar of reproaches, be- 
longing to the Greeks, From thence you defcend twenty-nine 
fleps, and you fle the chapel of St. Helen, and the place where Ihe 
flood when they dug for the holy crofs. Then defccnding thirteen 
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other fteps, you fee the place where the crols Was found. This 
place belongs to us, but the chapel of St. Helen was, as well as the 
other places, ftolen from us by the Armenians. St. Helen lived 
eighty years : flie was buried in one of the churches of Rome. 

Under the holy Mount Calvary is the Chapel of Adam, where, as 
authors fay, the head of Adam was buried by Shem, the fon of Noah, 
after the deluge. This belongs to the Greeks. At a little diftance 
from it, is the place where the holy women Rood whilft our Sa- 
viour was crucified, and likewife the place where they fat down. 
Behind the holy fepulchre is the monument of Jofeph of Arimathea, 
who earneftly requefted of Pilate the holy body of Jefus : this be- 
longs to the Armenians. 

Near the door of the church you afeend eleven Reps, and come 
to the chapel of St. Mary of Calvary, where the blelTed Virgin Rood 
with St. John the EvangeliR, when the Jews crucified our Saviour, 
and where we perform mafs every day. In the road leading to the 
garden of Gethfemane, called the Mmrnful TTay, are feen the place 
where the Lord fell under the weight of the crofs, which he carried 
on his flioulders ; the palace of Pilate, within which is the tribunal, 
where the Saviour was fcourged, and given into the hands of the 
Jews to be crucified ; and alfo the place where they bound him to 
the column, and crowned him with a crown of tho'rns, faying to 
him, “ Hail! King of the Jews.” Without is likewife the place where 
he was fcourged; together with the arch where Pilate Riewed him 
to the people, laying, Behold the man.” In the court-yard of the 
palace is the place where the foldiersTpbiled him of the purple, and 
drefled him again in his own garments, giving him the crofs to carry; 
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At a flioit diHance from the arch before-mentioned, is the place 
where the Virgin Mary met her fon. Purfuing the road to Gethfe- 
mane, you meet with amofque near the gate of St. Stephen, where 
the Virgin Mary was born. Without the gate is the place where 
St. Stephen was ftoned by the Jew’s, and, near to it, the ciilern, into 
which, they fay his body was thrown. The church of the Virgin 
Mary is next feen. Having defeended forty-eight fteps, you view 
the altar, or fepulchre, whence Ihe was taken up into heaven by the 
angels. About ninety years ago this was taken away from us by 
the Greeks. Within the church are the tombs of St. Ann, St. 
Jofeph, and St. James. At a fhort diftance from the church is the 
grotto, in which our Saviour fw’eated blood. Near the grotto is 
the garden in which he was taken. In this garden are eight olive- 
trees, which, according to tradition, were there in the time of our 
Saviour : they bear fruit, and are wonderfully preferved. At the 
bottom of a fmall mount is the place where our Saviour parted from 
the eight apoftles to pray, and near it the place 'where he left the 
other three, viz. Peter, James, and John his brother. A few fteps 
farther is the place where the Virgin Mary prayed for St. Stephen, 
whilft the Jews ftoned him. 

Leaving the garden, you go to the torrent of Cedron, near which 
pur Saviour fell when he was bound by the Jews. Moving onward, 
you fee the tomb of Jehofaphat, king of Judah,' curioufly excavated 
in a rock, and alfo the tomb of Abfalora, fon of David, which he 
himfelf caufed to be excavated, in order that he might be buried 
there, and which is made in the form of a tower. Afcending a 
little, you . {ce the jplkcd where St. James the Lefs hi<l himfelf after 
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our Saviour was : taken llkewife the tomb of Zachariah the prophet 
and martyr, llain by the Jews. All thefe places are on the left of 
the torrent of Cedron. Not far off is the town, or village, com- 
monly called Siloe ; and, about a mile from it, a fountain, called 
Mary’s fountain, becaufe it is known from tradition, that the holy 
Virgin wafhcd in it the clothes of her child. Near this is a wall of 
the ancient church of the pool of Siloe, in w’hich our Saviour put 
the blind man, in order that he might wafli himfelf, and recover his 
fight. Not far from this is a tree where the prophet Ifaiah was 
fevered in two parts : likewife the well of Nehemiah, in which, by 
God’s permiffion, the holy fire remained hidden for feventy years, 
that is, during the time when the Ifraelites were carried into Perfia, 
in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar king of the Perfians. At the expi- 
ration of the feventy years, the prieffc Nehemiah caufcd a fcarch to 
be made for the holy fire, and found in place of it water, which, 
however, by divine power, was reconverted into fire. 

On the holy Mount of Olives, where our Saviour afeended into 
heaven, are feen the impreffions of his feet. The church built there 
by St. Helen is now a mofque, A mile from .this is the place called 
Men of Galilee, bccaule, after the afeenfion, the angels appeared here 
to the difciples, oppreffed with grief,' faying unto them, " Men of 
“ Gallilee, why ftand ye looking up to heaven ?” The following 
places are likewife feen on the Mount of Olives, viz. the place where 
the Saviour, calling his eyes towards Jerufalem, wept for it ; where 
the apoftles compoled the creed ; where the Saviour prayed, and 
taught the dilciples pater nfler.i the tombs of the prophets; the 
place where Chrift foretold the delitruftion of Jerufalem, whjefe is 
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marked by a broken column, and an olive-tree ; the cottage of St. 
Pelafgia, the penitent, who came to Antioch in the drefs of a man, 
and, taking the name of Pelafgius, led there a monaftic life. 

About half a mile from Jerufalem, near the tombs of the kings 
of the Jews, towards Siloe, is feen the execrable place where the 
facrilegious Judas, after having fold Jefus, hanged himfelf. Two 
miles from the Mount of Olives, ftands Bethana, where are the vef- 
tiges of the houfe of Mary Magdalene and Martha, and the tomb 
where Lazarus their brother was buried and raifed to life again. Not 
far from this place is Bethfage, upon a hill, where, by the defire of 
our Saviour, the apoftles brought him an afs, upon w'hich he glo- 
rioufly entered Jerufalem on palm day, by the golden gate, where 
there is now a wall. 

On Mount Sion is feen the cenaculum, or flipper- room, where the 
Holy Ghoft defcended upon the apoftles ; where the Saviour ap- 
peared to them after the refurredlion, and wafhed their feet ; and 
where he allb appeared to St; Thomas. The place where St. Matthias 
was elcded an apoftle, in the room of Judas, and the tomb of 
David, who lived feventy years and fix months, are alfo to be feen 
there. At a lliort diftance from Mount Sion is the houfe where the 
Virgin Mary lived nearly twenty-four years after her fon’s afcenfton, 
^nd where, according to tradition, fhe’ died. Near this is the chapel 
of St. John the'Evangelift. Entering the gate called StergmWma, 
you come to a little grotto, where Peter wept, after having denied 
^ Chrift. Farther on is, the houfe of Anna, the bigh-prieft, where 
Jeftjs was led, bound, and where the ungratehil Malco,, fervant of 
the high-prieft, whof had been healed bnt.,a little, befoth/ gave the 
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Saviour a blow : this place belongs to the Armenians. Near it is 
feen an olive-tree, to which Chrift was bound, and the palace of 
Caiphas, the high-prieft. There St. Helen built a church, and the 
Armenians the convent, which they now occupy. In a corner of 
the church, on the right of the great altar, is the prifon where Chrlft 
remained a whole night. Near the door of the church, on the right, 
under a portico, is the place where the maid faid to Peter, and 
“ this man was likewife with him,” and the place where Peter thrice 
denied Chrlft, on which there is. a tree,, as a mark of it. There is 
likewife a place called the coch croxv, becaufc the cock crowed on 
that fpot, and reminded Peter of the deniah 

Not far from Jerufalem is a place called the grotto of Jeremiah, 
where that prophet wrote the lamentations of the holy week ; and*, 
a little farther, the tombs of the kings, twenty-two in number. 


BETHLEHEM. 

Here are feen the following places, viz. where Chrift was born, 
the manger in which he was laid, and the place where he was adored 
by the magi. The grotto of St, Jofeph, where he remained when 
the Virgin was delivered ; the place where the Innocents were flain 
by order of Herod ,' the fepulchre of St. Gerolqmo, St. Paula, and 
St. Euftochia her daughter ; the birth-place of our Saviour, which 
has been forty or fifty years in the power of the Greeks, who took it 
away from us by means of a firman of the Grand Seignor, procured 
by money ; and the church of St. Catharine, built by St. Helen. 
Without Bethlehem, at a little diftance, is the grotto of the milk bf 
the Firgin Marj, and a few fteps farther, the houfe of St. ^lofephl 
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About two miles farther is the church of the angels ; in which 
place the birth of our Saviour was announced to the fliepherds by 
the angels, linging “ Glory to God in the higheft. About lix 
miles from Bethlehem, is the place where was -fituated the city of 
Tecua, built by Rehoboam, fon of Solomon ; in this city lived the 
holy prophet Amos. Towards the Dead Sea, fix miles from Beth- 
lehem, is the place where were the vines of Engaddi, Ib much 
praifed in the pfalms ; and a few fteps from thence, is the place 
where David hid himfelf from the perfecution of Saul. Four miles 
diftant is the monaflery of St. Sabba, in poffeffion of the Greeks. 
This w'as built by the Emperor Juftinian, and in it died St. Sabba, 
whofe body was conveyed to Venice. In this convent are the 
feveral rooms of St. John of Damafcus, of St. Eutimius, and St. 
Civillus. Returning from the convent of St. Sabba, you go to the 
hortus conclufus, to. the three pools of Solomon, &c. 

ST. JOHN IN THE MOUNTAIN. 

The place where John the Baptifi: was born, and the houfe of 
St. Elizabeth, where the Virgin Mary went to vifit her, and com- 
pofed the pfclm “ magnificat ^ (nay foul doth magnify the Lord, 
&c.) are here to be feen. In the way you meet with a convent be- 
longing to the Greeks, called the Holy Croft, built by St. Helen, 
in the place where the wood was cut to make the croft of our 
Saviour. 

About four miles from St. John, is the defert of John the Bap- 
tlfi;...^hers is a cave where he and his mother, St. Eliz.abeth, hid 
therpftlves by order of God, to avoid the cjru^lty of Iferod, who- 
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fought to hill him, eight months after his birth. In the fame place 
is feen the ftone upon which St. John flept a little at night ; and 
at a little diftance is the fepulchre of St. Elizabeth, his mother, who 
died ther^four years after his birth, and was buried by the hands of 
angels. 

NAZARETH. 

Here is to be feen the place where St. Gabriel appeared to the 
holy Virgin, faluting her, faying udve Maria, and announcing the 
Incarnation. 

To go into the holy grotto fifteen fieps are to be defoended. In 
this grotto are foen two pillars, foarcely two ffeps from each other, 
one called Mary’s pillar, the other the Angel’s, made by St. Helen, 
according to tradition. That which is called the pillar of the Virgin 
Mary, Hands without fupport, being raifed from the ground about 
five fpans. It is pioully believed that there the Virgin Mary Hood 
when file was faluted by the angel Gabriel. The other, which 
Hands firmly fupported, is in the place where the angel Hood when 
he faid to the Virgin, Ave Maria^ In this grotto there are two 
altars, one called the altar of the incarnation : the other, which is 
contiguous to it, and the five altars in the great church, were built 
by St. Helen. In the town, at a little diHance from the convent, 
is. feen the houfe of St. Jofeph, almoH deHroyed, in which he, with 
his' reputed fon, carried on the trade of carpenter. This houfe is 
now occupied- by, the Turks. A. few Heps farther is feen the Jew’s 
fynagogue, itt which the Saviour preached to the Pharifees, faying, 
Verily I fay unto yon, no, prophet us received in his, own country,” 
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&c. At a fliort di^atice is the fountain of the Virgin Mary 
and her fon, fo called, ijecaufe tfeey both went to that fountain tb 
get water. In its vicmity is a -church -of the Greeks i and about a 
mile farther is feen, on an eminence, the table of Chrift, that is, a 
ftone, upon which he and his difciples ate. Towards the fouth is a 
mount, called the Mount of the Virgin s Fear, becaufe the Virgin 
Mary here underftood, that the men of Nazareth having driven her 
fon from the lynagogue in which he had preached, intended to con- 
dudl; him to another mountain, to precipitate him from it : here 
was formerly a monaflery of monks. About an hours diftancc 
from Nazareth is the mountain alluded to, from which they in- 
tended to throw Chrift, and which is on that account called the 
precipice of Chrift. From thence, by a very bad road, over hills, as 
you go to Jaffa, lies the country of Zebedee, and his fbns, James the 
Great, and John the Evangelift. The church is deftroyed ; it is 
about three miles from Nazareth. Nazareth is about ninety miles 
from Jerufalem by land, and about twenty-four from Acre. 

From Nazareth you go to the fea of Tiberias ; and firft prefents 
itftlf the city of Cana in Galilee, about four miles from Nazareth. 
In this place it was that Jefus converted the water into wine j and 
it is fald to have been the country of the apoftles Bartholomew, Si- 
mon the’Canaanite, and St. Matthew. From this place you go to 
the fepulchre of the prophet Jonas, on a mountain two or three 
miles from the road, and about fix miles from Nazareth. About 
twelve miles further, paffmg through a large plain, you go to the 
place called the Table of Chrift, where, with feven loaves .and two 
' fiflies, he fatisfied 4000 perfons. At a little diftance is .the Mount 



i 84 travels in ASIATIC TURKEY, 

of Bleffings, where the Saviour declared the eight bleffmgs — 
“ BleJJed are the poor in fpirit,” &c. On the top of the mount ruins 
are yet to be leen. About fix miles farther is another mount, from 
•which is feen the city of Tiberias, furrounded by a wall. In this 
place, Jefus Chrifl, after being rifen from the dead, conftituted Peter 
chief of the apoflles, head and mafter of the world. The Turks 
have deftroyed this place. Tiberias is diftant from Nazareth about 
twenty-four miles. A little way farther, near the Sea of Galilee, 
is the famous city of Capernaum, where our Saviour preached for 
the fir.ft time the doArine of the moft auguft eucharift ; where he 
cured the paralytic ; where St. Matthew, ftanding at the “ receipt 
“ of cullom,” was called by him, and followed him ; and where he 
cured the Centurion. 

All the places here defcribed are true and genuine, and the devout 
pilgrim will be able by this defcription to form an idea of them fb 
as not to forget them — Praife to God. 


Jewisalem, 

32d Oftober, 1800. 
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CHAPTER X. 

IRREGULARITIES IN THU TURKISH CAMP — GOVERNOR OP DAMASCUS BE- 
HEADED MEMORIAL DELIVERED TO THE GRAND VIZIER ON THE 

STATE OP THE CAMP DESERTION OP TURKISH CHIEFS AND SOLDIERS 

TENTS PLUNDERED BY ARABS — PLAGUE AMONG THE MAMELUKES 

AND ALBANIANS — MUTINY OF THE JANISSARIES — CEREMONIES ON PAY- 
ING THEM THEIR ARREARS ALARMS EXCITED BY REPORTS FROM EL- 

ARISH DECAPITATION OP TURKISH SOLDIERS FOR GAMING RAVAGES 

BY THE PLAGUE INSURRECTION IN PALESTINE ON ACCOUNT OF THE 

HEAVY IMPOSITIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT DISASTROUS STATE OF 

THE BRITISH MISSION DEATH OP A MILITARY ARTIFICER — A BRITISH 

GUNNER DIES OP THE PLAGUE DEATH OP MRS. KOEHLER, AND OP THE 

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS EMPLOYED TO STOP THE PROGRESS OP THE 

PLAGUE TURKISH ENTERTAINMENTS IN CAMP REMOVAL OF THE 

CAMP — INSTANCES OP INSUBORDINATION IN THE CAMP — EFFECTIVE 

FORCE OF THE TURKISH ARMY OBSERVATIONS ON THE PLAGUE— VI- 

ZIER’s PHYSICIAN DIES OF THE PLAGUE RAMAZAN LYDDA THE 

GRAND VIZIER INDISPOSED, AND ATTENDED BY THE AUTHOR — CELE- 
BRATION OF THE BIRAM IN CAMP REMARKS ON THE COUNTRY ABOUT 

JAFFA CLIMATE OP SYRIA FACE OP THE COUNTRY, AND SOIL 

PRODUCTIONS OF SYRIA SHEEP AND GOATS OTHER CATTLE HABI- 

- TAT IONS OP THE SYRIANS CAMELS, AND OTHER BEASTS OP BURTHEN 

CHARACTER AND MANNERS OP THE SYRIANS — 'ABJECT STATE OP THE 

FARMERS, OR HUSBANDMEN — BEDOUINS, OR WANDERING ARABS — AGRI- 
CULTUKE OF SYRIA — DISEASES OF SYRIA. ’ ' 

our return to camp we found that the tranfporl; had arrived 
on the morning of the preceding day, the 2 ) ft, from EI-Arifti. 
The tranfport failed on the 26th to Caiffa, the port of Acre> to 
fcek fhelter from the inclement weather and high wirids^ which ren- 



m TRAVFXS ® ASIATIC TURKEY, 

dered the road of Jaffa a place of little fecurity for anchorage. The 
women belonging to the miffion had been previoufly debarked from 
her, and were fent to inhabit a houfe in the town. 

On the morning of the 27 th, a fmart and brifk fire of mufketry, 
with ball cartridges, was kept up for a confiderable time by the 
Turkifh foldiery. Who, as We afterwards found, had been amufing 
thetnfclve's in this way oh their return from a field-day. 

We learned on the 28th, that the Waiwode, or Governor of Da- 
mafcusj had been beheaded, and a Turk of diftindlion fent to colledl 
his fldhes. The decedfed hhd becri Kia td Mahotried Pacha, by 
whom iie had been appointed to the above fituation. 

During the night an affray happened among the Arnauts, who 
proceeded to fuch extremities, that five of them were killed, and 
three Wounded. 

I delivered in, on the 30th, a written reprefentation to the Vizier 
and Reis Effendi, on the fubjedl of the filthy and noxious Rate of 
the camp, arifing from the abundance 6f the putrid carcafes of horfes, 
mules, &c. which were every where difperfed. In my letter, I reca- 
pitulated, in the mofi: forcible and energetic terms I was capable of 
ufing, all the dangers which might refult from thefe nuifances, un- 
iefs the rtieans which I pointed out fhould be adopted without delay, 
of, provided they could not be readily effedled, the ground of the 
encampment fhifted previoufly to the expeded falls of rain. The 
Vizier, in exprefiSng his thanks for this communication, promifcd 
that an immediate and proper attention fhould be paid to the reme- 
dying of the evil of which 1 complained. , . ' 

Towards tjie clofe of the month two of the Tfirkifh. cpiefs, toge- 
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ther with feveral hundreds of the privates, furreptitioufly left the 
camp, to proceed to Acre, and join, the forces of DJezzar Pacha, who, 
according to reports which were abroad, gave better pay to his troops 
than the Vizier. 

About this time feveral of our tents were plundered by the Arabs, 
whofe adivity and addrefs eluded all our purfuits. Thefe depreda- 
tions having been committed for feveral nights fucceffively, our fuf^ 
picions at length fell on an Arab coolc, whom we had taken into 
our lervice, and who proved to be one of the parties concerned. 

On the 3d of November, at fix in the morning, the detachments 
which compofed the Britifli military miffion, were marched out to 
be reviewed by his Highnefs the Vizier, for whom a fuperb tent had 
been pitched, together with feveral others for the company and atr 
tendants. Our detachments having gone through a variety of evo- 
lutions, and fired feveral difcharges, the Vizier was pleafed to com- 
pliment them, and to exprefs his fulleft approbation of their excel- 
lent order and difcipllne. Previoufly to their being marched to 
camp, a prefent was made by his Highnefs to the non-commiffioned 
officers and privates. He had been careful to draw up on this occa- 
fion a large proportion of .his troops to witnefs the review ; and 
made it a particular requefi: that onr officers ffiouJd join the Tuffiiffi 
cavalcade in prooeffion, on the, return to the camp, in the courfe of 
which his attendants amufed. us by forming feveral djerid parties, the 
mufic playing, and the Mamelnhe cavalry going through ,a charge. 

At this . time ffie plague again made its appearance .am^ng .the 
Mamelukes Albanians, feverai.of whom* we, ,wer? Ih^rmed, 
daily fe%vidhns, to, tins.. 

~B h 2 ' 
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Ilaffan Djadarvi, one of the Mameluke Beys, left El- Arifh on the 
0th, with a confiderable body of troops, for the purpofe of recon- 
noitring the detached parties of the enemy, and. endeavouring to cut 
off them or their convoys. He returned a few days after, without 
. having accompbfhed the otyedf on which he had been lent. 

On the loth I received from the reverend fathers belonging to the 
Latin convent at Jerufalem, a prefent of fruits and of curious plants 
eolledled near the Dead Sea, accompanied by two bottles of the 
water taken from that fea, the tafte of which was peculiarly faline 
and pungent. Upon their arrival in England, I Ihall endeavour to 
give an analyfis of the water. 

The Janiffaries affembled on the 13th, in a tumultuous manner, 
and proceeded to their Aga, or commander, who, on being apprized 
of their intentions and menaces, had fecreted himfelf. Being thus 
difappointed in meeting with the objedl of their refentment, they 
repaired to the Vizier, to Rate their grievance, which confifted in a 
confiderable arrear of their pay remaining unpaid. A Tartar having 
arrived, however, the preceding day in , a veffelfrom Conftantinoplet 
with a fupply of treafure for the Vizier, he was enabled to make 
them a promife of payment, with which they were fo well fatis- 
fied, that they returned quietly to their tents. 

In confequence of an invitation from the Grand Vizier, the miffion 
proceeded on the morning of the I8th, at nine o’clock, to witnefs 
the ceremony of the payment which was to be made to the Janifla- 
ries. To the right of»the tent of the Grand Vizier a tent was pitched 
for our officers ; and to the left a new and fuperb tent, provided 
jnth a handfonie fopha for his Highnefs,^and a ftool for the Tefterdar. 
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or high treafurer, was pitched for the ceremony. The money, which 
lay in bags in the front of the tent, was divided into nine lots. The 
guards and attendants, together with the Tartars and Janiffaries, 
formed three fides of a fquare, the fourth fide of which was formed 
by the tents. The Janiffaries who were to be paid were without 
arms; and the Tefterdar read aloud the order of payment. 

Of the nine lots, eight were for as many companies of Janiffaries, 
and the ninth for the Choarbagis, or commanders. The bags con- 
tained in one of thefe lots having been laid promifcuoully within 
the fquare, a fignal was made for the company which was to be 
paid. This was no fooner done, than all the individuals belonging 
to it rufticd forward, and fcrambled for the bags, contending with 
each other who fltould carry them off, to which circumffance they 
attach no fmall lhare of honour, at the fame time that it is not 
accompanied by any pecuniary advantage, the bags being inftantly 
taken to the tent of the Choarbagis commanding the company, and 
a proper diffribution of the money there made. Each of the com- 
panies having received its lot or portion of the bags, the Choarbagis, 
who were permitted to wear their arms, had theirs delivered to 
them. The number diftributed was an hundred and eightyjfix, 
each of the purfes or bags containing five hundred piaffres. 

. The ftate officers who attended on this occafion were dreffed in 
fcarlet benice's, or robes of honour ; and the_ Tefterdar was, on the 
conclufion of the ceremony, invefted with a caftan, as were likewife 
all thofe who were imrnediately concerned under him in making 
the payments. .Except the contefts which enfiied, m this very ex- 
traordinary mode of paying Ah® troops,- to obtain, the* pbffeffion o^ 
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the bags, not a tumultuous voice was heard ; but the whole was 
condudled with great gravity and tranquillity. 

In confequence of advices received from El-Arifli on the 17 th, 
purporting that the French had, on hearing of the movement made 
by the Bey, Haffan Djadarvi, lent a body of fifteen hundred men 
to oppofe him, and had alfo thrown a frefli body of troops into 
Salahieh, there was a confiderable degree of agitation in the Turkifh 
camp. It was reported alfo that a brig, fuppofed to be French, had 
been hovering for feme days oiF El-Arifli. It was obvious that, the 
Turks having received no dired intelligence of thefe events from 
thofe who were in their confidence, an entire belief ought not to 
have been attached to the rumours thus circulated, yet the alarm 
they excited had the good effed of keeping our allies more on the 
alert than ufual, and of inducing them to fend out advanced parties. 
Accordingly, on the 20th, new reports having reached the Vizier 
from El-Arifh, that the enemy’s forces were in motion, and that a 
part of them had already reached Catieh, Captain Leake of the royal 
artillery was detached, with a party mounted on hedging, or drome- 
daries, to reconnoitre the enemy. 

.We learned at this time that Mahomed Pacha was bufrly engaged 
in levying heavy contributions on the villages, and in the vicinity 
of Jerufalem. From the ftate of feveral of thefe villages, however, 
w'hen we paffed through them on our late excurfion to Jerufalem, 
this appeared to be-a tafic not very cafy in its accomplifliment. 

The doubts which had been exprelTed by the Pacha fome days, 
before, refpedling the advance of the enemy, in great force, on FJ- 
Arifli, were'confirmed on the 24th, when it was afcerfaiiied, that 
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■the fmall body of French which had advanced to Catieh, confifted 
merely of a reconnoitring party, which had retired, after having 
plundered the Arab inhabitants of that place of a few of their 
camels. 

The difficulty of obtaining a preclfe knowledge of fads and oc- 
currences at the flation we occupied, arofe from the interpolitio’n of 
a defert between the enemy and the Ottoman army, which obliged 
the Turklffi commanders to liften to the reports made by the Arabs, 
until they could obtain intelligence on which a more full reliance 
could be placed. 

There had been latterly frequent defertlons, both from the great 
encampment at Jaffa, and from that of El- Arifla. It ought, not- 
withftanding, to be obferved, that thefe defertlons were not to the 
common enemy, but into the interior of the country. It frequently 
happened that the troops went off in large bodies. 

Among other caufes of infubordlnation, gaming had found its 
w'ay into the Turkiffi camp, and was more particularly prevalent 
among the Arnauts, who would not defift from this vicious pradice, 
notwithftanding it was in dired violation of public orders. YV^e faw 
the bodies of feveral of thefe people, who had, as we underftood, 
been decapitated for the above offence, lying in the ffreets of the 
encampment, with the head placed under the arm, the mode cuf- 
tomarily pradifed after the decapitation of Muffulraen. When a 
Frank is beheaded, he is denied the privilege of having the head 
placed under the arm ; inffead of which it is placed betwcM the 
legs, with the facx towards the body. . : ' 

; On the 3Sth, in taking a Mi^ry rhic, at a little ^dffiance from 
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the camp two fhots were fired, which came in my diredlion, but 
which fortunately milTed me. The general and myfclf rode out in 
the evening to the fpot whence they were diredled, and made the 
neceflary enquiries, which, however, proved inefFedual. 

The Pacha of Aleppo, whofe dignity was announced by his being 
decorated with three tails, arrived at the encampment on the 26th, 
with a body of cavalry and infantry, amounting, it was fuppofed, to 
about a thouiand men. 

The advices which had been received from El-Ari£h, refpeding 
the formidable movements of the French forces, were conjectured 
to have been merely a firatagem of the troops encamped at that 
place, to obtain from the Vizier the liquidation of the arrears of 
their pay, which had long been due. Suppofing this conjedure to 
■have been well founded, the ftratagem had its full efied, as the 
Vizid fhortly after forwarded thither two- hundred purfes. 

Several vefiels, which, in confequence of the late violent gales, 
had been obliged to flip their cables in the road-ftead of Jaffa, and 
had fought refuge at, Caiffa, the port next to Acre, returned on the 
27th, laden w'ith barley, the daily confumption of which, at the 
Turkifli camp, was faid to amount to fix hundred hiloes, each con- 
taining twenty -two okes ; or, to fpeak with more precifion to the 
Englifh reader, fifteen tons of that objed of prime neceffity were, 
according to this computation, confumed daily by the cattle. 

The gales ftill continued with unabated feverity, and on the 28 th 
the wind blew with unufi^al violence from the north and north-eaft. 
It might have been expeded that the Turkilh camp, however replete 
with the germes of pefHlence, would have been in fome degree 
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ventilated by thefc fearching winds ; it is, however, but too true, 
that the mortality occafioned by the plague, was at this time in an 
incrcafmg ratio, and that many of the troops daily fell vidtims to its 
attacks. 

The officers belonging to the miffion, dined by invitation, in the 
Turkiffi ftylc, on the 30th, with his Excellency the Reis Effendi. In 
the rear of the ground on which the miffion was encamped, an affray 
took place in the evening among the Turkiffi foldiers, in which feveral 
of the combatants were wounded. 

Advices were at this time brought to camp that Mahomed Pacha, 
who, as has been before noticed, had been employed in the interior 
in exading heavy and arbitrary contributions, had met with a formi- 
dable refinance from the inhabitants of Nablous, and of the adjacent 
villages, by whom he had been defeated with confiderable lots, after 
various ffiirraiffies, which had continued for four days fucceffively. 
Having alfo received a check from the inhabitants of the villages bor- 
dering on Jerufalem, he had at length been obliged to retreat towards 
Hebron. 

The Engliffi floop of war the Camelion, Captain Maitland, arrived 
at Jaffa in the night of the 2d of December ; and, on the following 
morning, Colonel Murray, deputy quarter- mafter-general to the forces 
under the command of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, came to the camp, 
with the very fatisfadory intelligence of the approach of a confiderable 
Britiffi force. From this information we were encouraged to hope 
that the painful fituation of the miffion would be ipeedily alleviated 
by the adoption of more adive meafures, which . would bring the 
affairs in this part of the world to a Ipeedy cbnclufiop. • 

C' c ' 
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Captain Maitland, of the Camelion, having been advifed that a fuf- 
picious brig had been obferved for feveral days paft hovering off EI- 
Arifh, failed on the evening of the 3d, in hopes of falling in with her. 

The plague continued to make great ravages in the Turkifli camp, 
and was not, as before, confined to the Mamelukes and Albanians, but 
had become general among every defeription of the troops. It was 
impoffible to form a precife idea of the mortality it occafioned ; but 
from what we witneiTed, we had reafon to conjecture that an hun- 
dred individuals perifhed daily from this complaint. The Turkilh 
ranks were alfo greatly thinned by the defertions, which were effeCted 
in large bodies, to prevent the pafifage from being difputed by a fmall 
guard purpofely ftationed about three miles from the camp, on the 
road leading to Acre and Damafeus. 

General Koehler, Colonel Murray, and all the officers of the million, 
were invited to be prefent at a Turkifh field-day, on the 4th. The 
troops, conCfling of about fix thoufand, went through nearly the fame 
manoeuvres with thofe which have been already deferibed. 

The Camelion, having on board Major Fletcher and Captain Leake, 
arrived on the afternoon of the 7th, from El-Ariflx, without having 
fallen in with the fufpicious brig, in quefl of which fhe had fiiiled 
from JafFa. 

I am compelled here to interrupt the order of my narrative of 
general occurrences, to fpeak particularly of the fituation of the miffion 
at the period ou j^which I am entering. On the 5th of the prefent 
month, December, Geary, a military airtificer, was attacked by fymp- 
toms of malignant fever, to which he fell a viCtIm on the loth in the 
^...^ernoon. His death was foon followed by other, fimilar difafters ; 
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for, on the night following the day of his dcceafe, Mage, a civil arti- 
ficer, was fcized with fynaptoms which very fpeedily announced the 
difcafc to be a true cafe of the plague. Under this attacK he funk at 
nine in the morning of the 12th, after an illnefs of little more than 
twenty- four hours. This fatal cafe was fucceeded by that ot gunner 
Cowden, one of the artillery- men, who was attacked on the evening 
of the 13th, with fymptoms fimilar to the above, and languilhcd until 
the afternoon of the 1 8th, the fixth day of the attack, when he expired. 

In both of thefe cafes feveral peftilential tumours were manifeft. It 
will be feen, in the Medical Appendix annexed to this work, that, 
under thefe alarming and calamitous circumftances, none of the pre- 
cautions which prudence could fuggeft were neglefted, to prevent the 

further fpreading of the contagion. 

The fatal illnefs of Mrs. Koehler, wife of the general, was of a more 
lingering kind than thofe related above. On the feventh day of the 
month fhe was attacked by fymptoms of malignant fever, which did 
not yield to any of the curative means employed, but raanifefted in 
their progrefs an increafed virulence. On the 1 3 th ftie was conveyed 
from the encampment to the town of Jaffa, where a lodging had been 
provided for her ; and died there on the 14th, in the afternoon. Her 
affedionate and inconfolable hufband, the general, did not long fur- 
vive her lofs. He was feized nearly in the fame manner on the morn- 
ing of the 26 th ; and, having quitted the encampment, fent his fecre- 
tary immediately after to Colonel Holloway, the next in command, 

■ to fay that he was gone to Jaffa indifpofed. The malignance of the 
fever by which he had been attacked, added to the melancholy into 
which he had been plunged by his recent lofs, very fpeedily terminate^ 

C C 2 
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his earthly career. He died on the evening of the 29th, the fourth 
day of the attack ; and was buried on the following afternoon with 
military honours. 

Here let me paufe for a moment, to refleil on the fad pofition of 
thofe who were left to lament his lols, and to deplore the calamitous 
events of a fimilar kind which had followed each other in fo quick a 
fucceffion. The plague at this junfture raged w^ith the utmoft vio- 
lence in the Turkilh camp, and had, as has already been feen (as well 
as a fever which appeared fcarcely lefs malignant) commenced its ra- 
vages in our fmall party, in which a general indifpofition prevailed. 
We had loft our chief, who had fallen a viftim to difeafe; and each 
of us trembled for himfelf, and for the friends and affociates by whom 
he was environed. It would be difficult to conceive a lituation of 
. more imminent peril* than that in which we were placed, and it is 
impoffible to deferibe the painful fenfations by which each individual 
was agitated. It was fufficient that a new cafe of illneft, from what- 
ever caufe it might have arifen, was announced, to fill us with the 
moft agonizing pangs, the moft heart-rending apprehenfions ! — In the 
mean time, a vigilant and unremitted attention was paid to whatever 
could ftay the progrefs of infe<ftion ; fumigations were, among a va- 
riety of means, employed in each of the tents, and the fick, as well 
as the attendants, feparated from the reft of the people. In each of 
the cafes which had terminated fatally, the clothes, bedding, and, in 
general, whatever had been employed for the fervice of the deceafed, 
were immediately burned. 

* This peril was augmented by the neceffity of attending, at fo awful a crifis, on the 
Thirty-fiS of his hrniily and retinue had already fallen vi^ms to tins fatal 
difeafe, which was fall gaining ground in his Highnefs’s quarters. 
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My narrative recommences on the 8th of December, when the 
officers belonging to the miffion, with Colonel Murray, the deputy 
quarter-mafter-general, w^hofe arrival in the camp I have already an- 
nounced, had the fingular honour of dining wdtb the Grand Vizier. 
His Highnefs was in uncommonly good fpirits, in confequence- of his 
having that morning received a firman from the Sultan, accompanied, 
among other prefents, by that of a beautiful handjar, or dagger, the 
hilt of which was fet with diamonds of great brilliancy. On this par- 
ticular occafion a royal falute was fired ; and his Highnefs’s magni- 
ficent tent fpread, to receive the firman, or letter, and to difplay the 
prefents. 

Our dinner was entirely in the Turkifh fiyle, and of courfe confified 
of the befi: diflies the country could fupply, prepared with the mod: 
confummate addrefs. The polite and friendly attentions of the Vizier, 
who paid many compliments to his Englifli guefts, gave them a flill 
higher relifli ; and we departed with the moft fatisfadloiy impreffions 
of his kind and undifguifed hofpitality. On our return home, his 
Highnefs fent each of us a prefent of a fliawl and a piece of filk. The 
general received alfo a gift of a fnufF-box, ornamented with diamonds. 

The fame party, with the exception of the general, who abfented 
himfelf on account of Mrs. Koehler’s indifpofition, dined on the 11th 
with the Kia Bey. On proceeding up the camp, to repair to his tent, 
we were invited by the Vizier to fee the Turkifh practice of cutting 
a large roll of felt, nearly ten inches in diameter, raoiftened, and fuf- 
pended bV a cord. On this roll of felt feveral good cuts were made, 
but one only by which it was completely fevered into two parts. This 
extraordinary atchieveraent, to effbd which muft have ’required grcllt 
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addrefs combined with a long practice, was rewarded by a fuitable 
prefent. 

We found the Kia Bey to be a very agreeable and pleafant man, of 
about forty-five years of age. Before and after our dinner, which was 
ferved up with much tafte and neatnefs, pipes, coffee, and other re- 
frefhments, were handed to us ; and no attention fpared to demon- 
flrate the kind and friendly difpofition of our hoft. 

Colonel Murray embarEed on the 1 3 th on board the Camelion floop 
of war for Macri. He was accompanied by Major Fletcher, of the 
royal engineers, charged with difpatches to Sir Ralph Abercrombie. 

On the 15 th the Vizier Ihifted the fite of his encampment to a 
fpot Dn the other fide of Jaffa, diliant about an hour’s journey, or 
three miles, from the ancient ground. His Highnefs, and principal 
officers, accompanied by the different corps of troops under their re- 
fpedive commanders, moved with great ceremony to occupy the new 
ground of encampment. We followed his example on the l 6 th, and 
pitched our tents on an eminence, covered with a w^hite and clear 
fand, and commanding a fine view of the fea. 

The Turkifh fick, who were very numerous, and among whom fb 
great a mortality prevailed, that, on the morning of the I 5 th, no Icfs 
than fifty dead bodies palled in front of our encampment, were left 
behind. Many thoufands of men, alas ! had already perifhcd, and 
many others were Rill doomed to dcftrudlion, through the fuperfti- 
tious prejudices and culpable negledl of their rulers, who had Ipurncd 
at every admonition to take the neceffary precautions for their lafety. 
The ground which the Turkifh foldiery had quitted, exhibited a me- 
lancholy feene, the horrors of which were heightened by the great 
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numbers ol carcalcs of camels, horles, ailes, and dogs (among whom 
alfo an epidemical difeafe had recently broken out), with which the 
earth was abundantly lire wed. It was now left to vomit forth the 
abundance of putrid animal matter with which it had been fo long 
furcharged. 

On our fixing ourfelves on the new ground of encampment, fo 
much firing was kept up by the Turkifli military, the balls from 
whofe pieces frequently fell within the camp of the mifiSon, that 
General Koehler found it neceffary to make an official reprefentation 
of this abufe to the Vizier and Reis Effendi. The refult of this raea- 
fiire was, that a guard of JanifTaries was placed on the left of the 
camp ; but no fooner was the miffion relieved from one inconveni- 
ence, than it was followed by another of a more alarming nature, 
the commander of the guard falling a vidlim to the plague a few 

days after. ^ 

On the 1 7th, three bodies were feen lying in the ftreets of the 
new camp, with the head placed under one of the arms. This 
Turkifli cuftom, in the punilhment of criminals, has 'been already 
explained. 

The Englifli hofpital tent, which had been left on the old ground 
of encampment, with the plague patient, Cowden, on whole cafe 
I touched in a late digreffion, was attempted to be robbed by a party 
of Arabs. The guard in attendance fired on thefe mifereants, who. 
could not be deterred from their predatory purfuits by the rilk even 
of encountering fo dreadful a difeafe. 

At this time an incident occurred which dilplays the extreme heed- 
leffnefs of the Turks. Major Hope, commanding the artillery, went 
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to the Topgis Baflii, or chief of artillery, to give him fome inftruAions 
relative to the Turkifli ordnance. One of the topgis, or artillery- 
men, brought a live fhell into the tent in which this bufinefs was 
tranfading, to fliow the priming and quick match, which he placed 
clofe to the pipes of thofe who were fmoking, and, with a thorough 
infenfibility of his own danger, and of the rilk to which he expofed 
all the ammunition in the park of artillery, drew out his knife to open 
the match. So little attentioa do thefe people pay to confequences, 
that he would, in the fame way, have brought in a cartridge of 
powder, if the major had not prevented him. Plate IX. contains an 
exad reprefentation of the coftume of a Topgis Bafhi, or commandant 
of Turkifh artillery. 

On the evening of the ] Qth the fick were removed to the new en- 
campment, where they were placed under the fame ftridl and fevere 
quarantine as before. 

An Englifh gun-boat arrived at Jaffa' on the 27th from Gibraltar. 
She brought advices, that the fleet ftationed off Malta had captured 
three veflels -richly laden out of Alexandria, at which place nearly 
fixty fail, having on board property deftined for France, were making 
preparations for their departure. The gun-boat failed in the evening 
for the coaft of Egypt’ 

The death of General Koehler, our highly lamented and equally ■ 
refpedted chief, occurred, as I have already flated, on the 29th of the 
prefent month. On the 30 th, after all the honours due to the rank 
and importance of the deceafed had been paid to his revered obfequies. 
Lieutenant Colonel Holloway, on whom the command of the miflion 
tj^volved, fent .meflages to the Grand Vizier, the Eia Bey, the Eeis 
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EfFendi,. and the Tefterdar EfFendi, to announce to them, refpedively 
and individually, the melancholy event. He at the fame time re* 
quelled an audience of the Grand Vizier, which took place on the fol- 
lowing day, the 3 ill, when he announced his fituation ofEcially. 
He was accompanied, on this occafion, by Major Hope, who was 
acknowledged by the Vizier as fecond in command ; and, after many 
compliments had been paid to each of thefe officers, the former was 
invelled with a lable pelice, and the latter with a pelice of ermine. 

■ On the ill of January, 1801, I paid a vifit to the Reis Effiendi, 
with whom I had a long conyerfation relative to the precautions to 
be taken to prevent the further progrefs of infedlion. He imparted 
to me the pleafing intelligence, that the camp was more healthy than 
it had been, the plague having in a great meafure cealed. 

Colonel Hollow'ay urged the Vizier, on the 2d, to make fuch pre- 
parations as the expediency of the circumflances feemed to require, 
and, among others, to eftabliffi magazines of provilions and ammu- 
nition at El-Arllh. 

In the afternoon, while the fervants of Colonel Holloway and 
Major Hope were exercifing the horfes of their mafters, they were 
attacked by a party of plundering Arabs, by w'hole fire the 'Colonel’s 
horfe was killed, and his fervant wounded with balls and Hugs in 
nine' different places. By the exertions of his companion the wounded 
man was brought off ; and the balls and flugs afterwards extraded by 
me. On this outrage being communicated to the Vizier, he gave 
orders that the moff ftrid inquiry ffiould be made after the culprits. 

On the 3d a difpute took place at Jaffa, between a Janiffary and a 
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Dehli, in which one of the parties was killed. On this event being 
made known, the two corps reforted to arms, and drew up in oppo- 
fition to each other with fo menacing an afpedl, that it required the 
utmoft exertion on the part of the Vizier to prevent the moft fcrious 
confdquences from enfuing. 

The efFedlive force of the Turkilh army confifled at this time of 
about f xteen thoufand men, who were diftributed as follows : ten 
thoufand in the Vizier’s encampment ; two thoufand at Gaza ; and 
four thoufand at El-Arifti.' 

In a converfation with the Reis EfFendi on the 6th, he informed 
me that, notwithftandlng cafes of plague ftill occurred in the Ottoman 
camp, the difeafe was become much milder, and confequently lefs 
fatal in its efFedls, infomuch that feveral of thole who had been re- 
cently attacked, had recovered. The fame circumflance has been 
known to occur at Conftantinople when the difeafe was upon the 
decline. 

The Camelion Hoop of war arrived at Jaffa on the morning cf the 
0th, with General Moore, Captain Anderfon, his aid-du-camp, and 
Mr. Morier, fecretary to Lord Elgin, all of them from the Britifh. 
army. They had an immediate audience with the Grand Vizier and 
Reis EfFendi, to whom they w'ere the bearers of important difpatches. 
We learned from them, with much fatisfaftion, that the whole of the 
Britifh forces had reached Marmarice Bay in good health and fpirits. 

The bodies of feveral perfons who had died of the plague, eight of 
them from- the Vizier’s own particular camp, were on the loth car- 
ried for Interment in our view. To deraonftrate, however, that the 
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difcafe was mitigated in its efFcds, the Reis ElFcndi Hated, that of five 
of the flaves of the Grand Vizier who had been latterly attacked by 
this difeafe, three had recovered. 

On the 1 2 th I rode acrofs the plains of Jaffa and Lydda, in company 
with Captain Maitland, of the Camelion, and feveral of his officers. 
We approached the town of Lydda, or Loudda, and faw the Arab 
inhabitants bufily employed in lowing their barley. The foil of thefe 
fine and extenfive plains is a rich black mould, which, with proper 
care and induftry, might be rendered extremely fertile. 

Dr. Bofari, phyfician to the Grand Vizier, died of the plague on 
the morning of the 13th, being the third day of the attack. 

General Moore, his aid-du-camp, and Mr. Morier, left Jaffa on the 
14th, to rejoin the Britifh army. During his flay at the encamp- 
ment, the General had, as well as Colonel Holloway, dally conferences 
with the Vizier and Ottoman minlflers. Our expedlations were, that 
we were to remain with the Turkifh army, which it was thought 
would very foon break ground, either to co-operate with the Britifh 
forces, or to attack the common enemy at fuch points as fhould be 
found advifable in the fequel. 

The Cynthia floop of war. Captain Dick, arrived at Jaffa on the 
morning of the 15tb, with difpatches from Alexandria, which were 
immediately fent on fhore.. She failed in the evening with difpatches, 
to join the fleet commanded by Admiral Lord Keith, lying in the bay 
of Marmarice, and was to touch at Cyprus on her way. 

The Turkifli Ramazan> a folemn fafl already defcribed, comtnenoed 
on the evening of the l6th. No fooner was the nevy rnopPi, !by which 
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it was introduced, defcried, than a general difcharge of cannon, muf- 
kctry, and piftols, was heard in every part of the camp, to announce 
the event. 

L’Entreprenant, an Engllih cutter, arrived at Jaffa on the 2lft, 
■with difpatches from Admiral Lord Keith. Among the papers con- 
taining intelligence which were received by this channel from Cairo, 
was a printed proclamation of General Menou. 

Further intelligence from Cairo was received on the 23d,- by a 
Greek merchant, who had left that place eighteen days before ; and 
alfo by a confidential Arab, fent by Mahomed Elphi Bey. The latter 
had pafied through Cairo' and Salahieh, both of which places the 
enemy were employed in fortifying, more efpecially the latter, for the 
defence of which they had recently fent feveral pieces of hea\ 7 ^ ord- 
nance. He eftimated their force at about twelve thoufand French, 
and from two to three thoufand native troops, diftrlbuted in thefe 
places and their vicinity. This Arab was the bearer of a note from 
Mahomed Elphi Bey to the officer commanding the Britiffi miffion. 

I rode out, in the morning of the fame day, towards Lydda, the 
ancient city of Loudda, where Peter, the drfciple of dur Lord, healed 
the aged .^neas, who laboured under a paralytic complaint ; and 
whence he proceeded to Joppa, the Jaffa of modern times, to effedi 
a miraculous cure by refforing to life Tabitha, or, as fhe was other- 
wile called, Dorcas, a pious and good woman. Lydda is denominated 
by the Greeks Diofpolis, or the city of Jupiter, probably becaufe a, . 
temple had been dedicated in its vicinity to that deity. Since the 
erufades it has received from the Chriftians the name of St. George^ 
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on account of its having been the fcene of the martyrdom and 
of that faint. In this city tradition reports that the Emperor Jufti- 
nian eredted a church. 

On the 25 th the confidential Arab, to whom I referred above, left 
the camp with the reply of Colonel Holloway to the note of Mahomed 
Elphi Bey. Frefh difturbances broke out among the Janififaries on 
the following day. 

The Vizier proceeded with great ceremony on the 27th, to vifit the 
new baftion, which was now completed. To give a greater eclat to 
this event, he, with his own hands, laid hold of the ropes to get in 
the guns, and then feated himfelf on the rampart, to fee them placed 
in the embrazures. As foon as the firft gun had been laid on its plat- 
form, a folemn prayer was repeated by the Turkifh priefts. Felices 
were afterwards prefented to Colonel Holloway arxd Major Hope, 
together with feveral caftans to the Tmrkilli officers w^ho were in 
attendance. 

There was fo violent a ftorm on the 29th, that feveral of our tents 
were blown down. It blew moft tremendoufiy during the night, and 
was accompanied by thunder, lightning, and hail. 

The three fick who were lodged in the lazaietto-tent being per- 
fedlly recovered, were releafed from their confinement on the 3 lft. 
Previoufly to their joining the camp, their clothes, and bedding were, 
together with the tent, committed to the flames ; in addition to which 
precaution, they were made to walh themfel'ves. in the fea. 

On the I'ft of February there was a. riot among the Jamllaries, fo® 
which feveral eaufes were affigned^ and, among bther^ the want of 
forage for their horfcs. In, th^ roxdft, of difconteflt, they were, 
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they faid, willing to agree to two things, namely, that the Englidi 
Ihould have barley for their horfes, becaufe they were good friends ; 
and that the horfes which drew the guns fliould alfo be furniflred with 
provender, as fuch a fupply was neceffary to the public fervice : but 
they could not confent that any part of what was in ftore fliould be 
iflued for the ufe of the great officers of flate, as they could afford to 
make the requlfite purchafes. 

The Vizier being indifpofed, I was defired to vifit him, and found 
him laid up with fymptoms of a fevere cold. He requefted of me to 
fee him from time to, time ; and, on ray repeating my vifit on the fol- 
lowing day, I obferved that he laboured under a great depreflion of 
fpirits, which he acknowledged to have arifen from the operation on 
his mind of the frequent difficulties he had had to encounter. Amonp- 

O 

thefe, the gales of wind which had recently prevailed had forced the 
veffels laden with barley, and other fupplies of ftores and provifions 
for the Turkiflh array, to quit their anchorage ; and had alfo prevented 
the arrival of other veffels, as had been expeded. In this way a fcar- 
city had been occafioned, by which the, Vizier had been fruftrated in 
his intention of making a movement, however ftrongly he was urged 
to do fo by the exifting circumffances. 

Captain Lacy w'as dilpatched to El-Arifli on the 2d, to colled 
military information. 

The weather was at this time become fettled and pleafant, attended 
by the land breeze, which, letting in towards evening, furniflied an 
indubitable token of its continuance. The country in the vicinity of 
the encampment began to wear a fmiling appearance, and, in con- 
fequence of the late heavy rains, was covered with a firie verdure,' 
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which overfpread even what had been hitherto merely arid and fandy 
hills. 

Intelligence was received from Cairo, on the 5 th, which ftated, 
among other particulars, that the plague had broken out among the 
French troops, fixty of whom periflied daily from its attacks. It 
gave me great fatisfadion, at the fame time, to learn from the Reis 
EfFendi, that this formidable adverfary had nearly difappeared among 
the Turkifli foldiery. 

The New Adventure tranfport had arrived from Caiffa, and, toge- 
ther with a confiderable number of veffels laden with barley, and 
other {lores for the army, lay at anchor off Jaffa. A reinforcement 
of troops had alfo' reached that place by fea ^ and a corps of about a 
hundred and fifty Arnauts arrived in the camp, after an overland 
march, on the 6th. Thefe arrivals induced the Vizier to make 
fome preparations for marching. The Kai Bey having been ordered 
to Conflantinople, the Tefterdar was, on the fame day, appointed 
Kai Bey in his flead. 

The Vizier tranfmitted information to Colonel Holloway on the 
7 th, that in the fpace often days he flrould march forward with his- 


army. 

On the 8th a body of Arnauts, in marching into the camp, made 
the ufual difcharges of mufketry, the confequcnce of which was, 
that, to our great annoyance and manifefl peril, feveral of their fhots 
paffed clofe over the encampment of the miffion. This irregularity, 
accompanied by much fhouting and tumult, was continued through- 
out the whole, of the evening. 

Letters were received oh the llth apd l- 3 th from. Captain Lacy, 
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at El-Arlfh. They Rated, that the enemy were bulled at Cairo in 
con{lru(fi;ing towers, or detached redoubts, provided with heavy artil- 
ler)^ ; and were alfo ereding other works, on which a great number 
of perfons were employed. At the date of his letters the plague Rill 
prevailed with great violence in the camp at El-Arifli. 

The feftival of the Biram, which commenced on the 13 th, on the 
completion of the Turkifli Ramazan, or lent, and the celebration ot 
which w'as to lafl: during three days, was announced by the Vizier 
by the difeharge of feveral rounds of artillery, accompanied by ire- 
quent difeharges of mulketry throughout the whole extent of the 
camp. In the evening brilliant illuminations were difplayed. 

On the above feftive occalion, the whole of the following day, the 
14 th, was {pent by the great officers of Rate, and other Turks, in. 
making vilits of ceremony, and in demonRrating, in every poffible 
W'ay, the joy they felt at being no longer Ribjedled to the penalties 
of the Ramazan, or faR. 

In a henice, or entertainment, which the Vizier commanded for 
the 15 th, he was accompanied by all his principal officers of Rate, 
and by at leaR one thoufand perfons, who joined in the cavalcade. 
The troops, whofe numbers appeared to have been latterly much 
augmented, were drawn up in a line ; and a tent pitched, in which 
the Vizier, the principal Turkifli officers. Colonel Holloway, and 
Major Hope, were feated. A djerid party having been aflembled, 
upwards of fifty combatants on each fide fupported the different 
attacks with great fpirit, agility, and addrels. Unfortunately, one of 
them received fo ferious a hurt, that he was obliged to be carried, off 
the field. In this military exercifo, into a concife explanation of 
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which 1 have already entered, it fometimes happens that one of thp 
opponents, in riding full Ipeed after the other, lances his fticlc, or 
wand, with fuch force and adroitnefs, that the latter, however dex- 
terous he may be, is unable either to lay hold of it, or to parry off 
the blow. In fuch a cafe he is inevitably ftruck with fo much vio- 
lence, as to' be obliged to have recourfe to cupping, to relieve hira- 
felf from the effects of the fevere bruifes he has received. In this 
way it was that the Vizier fome years before unfortunately loft an 
eye, which was beaten out by one of his own attendants. To this 
unlucky circumftance I adverted, when I gave, in the preceding 
pages, a defcription of this diftinguiftied perfonage ; but I did not 
relate an anecdote which refulted from the accident, and which, 
as it clearly indicates a humane and feeling difpofition, fuch as, it is 
to be regretted, few Turks polTefs, is a trait in the Vizier’s charadler 
which ought to be recorded. He lent, on the following day, for the 
individual by whom he had been wounded, and, on bis being brought 
before him, made him a valuable prefent, requefting, at the fame 
time, that he would never again appear in his prefence, left it fhould 
remind him of his misfortune. 

In returning to the ground of the encampment, the proceffion 
moving in the f^me order as in fetting oi^t, a corp? of Turkifli 
cavalry, Dehlis, galloped forward, and took pofleffinn of a height. 

fhapi attack beirig made on them, a heavy firing of mufketry and 
piiftols, difchargsd in the ait, was kept up, the balls with which they 
were charged flying, as ufual, in every dire^ion. 

jAmongrthe new feyie^ which were daily pqpripg i?i 
camp, 
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the nofe. This being the punifliment inflided by Djezzar Pacha at 
Acre, plainly indicated whence they came. 

A Pacha, with a corps of about four hundred men, arrived in the 
camp on the lOth. The miffion about this time fuffered great 
inconvenience from the difficulty of procuring a neceflary fupply of 
provifions. 

On the 20th, Captain Leake was ordered to hold himfelf in readi- 
nefs to proceed with difpatches to the commander in chief; and on 
the following day the JanifTaries, with another party of troops, 
marched from the camp, on their way to Yebna a fufficient indi- 
cation that the adive military operations were on the eve of com- 
mencing. 

Several ojher detachments quitted the encampment on the 23d ; 
and we were ordered to hold ourfelves in readinefs for the 25th in 
the morning, beyond which time the march of the Vizier, with the 
remainder of his army, was not to be delayed. 

' In quitting Jaffa, fome defcriptlon of the country in which we 
had refided for fuch a length of time may reafonably be expeded 
from me, in addition to the information I have already been enabled 
to give, in detailing the particulars of my occafional excurfions from 
the camp. I lhall therefore clofe the prefent chapter with a brief 
fketch of the moff interefting particulars I was able to colled, dur- 
ing my ftay in this part of Syria ; and fhall afterwards refume my 
narrative of general occurrences, which will thus have fuffered only, 
a monientary interruption. 

A general idea of the climate of Syria may be formed from the 
^following particulars : — ^During our ftay there, the thermometer, in 
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the months of July, Augufl:, and September, marked the higheft, in 
the afternoons, from ninety-three to ninety-five degrees of Fahrenheit. 
It is unnecelTary to remark, that during this interval the heat was 
extremely oppreffive to fuch of our party as had not been inured to 
the more fultry climes. The fky was, at the above feafon, beauti- 
fully clear, without a cloud to obfeure the wide expanfe ; and the 
atmofphere pure and benign. The greatefl; variation of temperature 
occurred in the months of 0<flober and November, when the rains 
came on fuddenly with fome degree of violence. This may properly 
be confidered as the rainy feafon, fince, generally fpeaking, during 
the other parts of the year a drought prevails. The very copious 
dews which fall in the dry months, when there is a total abfence of 
rain, promote and forward the vegetation. 

During the fiimmer months the prevailing winds are from the 
north and north-weft. In entering on Odlobcr, they are more vari- 
able, blowing ftrongly from the Ibuth, fbuth-eaft, and eaft. It is at 
this time that the fudden and heavy fliowers commence, and that 
the Iky, which was before fo uniformly clear, is overfpread with dark 
and heavy clouds. At length, the month of November drawing 
towards its clofe, the rains ceafe to fall, and the weather becomes 
pleafant and falubrious. The refult of my obfervations at this feafon 
was, that before fun- rife the thermometer ranged from 42 to 52 and 
53, and that, confequently, the mornings were refrelhing and cool. 
At noon the variations of the thermometer were from 66 to 76 , with 
a degree of heat which was by no means oppreffive. 

, On. the epaft of Syria the fea breeze prevails during the day-time, 
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and, falling in the evening, gives place to the gentle land breeze, 
which continues to blow until about nine the next morning. 

In the month of December, 1 800, the January following, and 
a part of February, the weather was very tempeftuous, with heavy 
rains, vivid lightnings, and thunders, the explofion of which was 
awful and tremendous. Daring this period the thermometer was 
low ; and, on one occafion, the ftorm was accompanied by hail. 
The winds were ufually from the fouth or fouth-w'eft. A hazinefs 
from the fouthward was the fure precurfor of each of the gales ; and 
to this indication of foul weather Was luperadded a remarkably large 
circle, or difk, round the moon. This boifterous and comparatively 
cold weather was highly favourable to the health of the individuals 
belonging to the miffion. It yielded, about the 1 0th of February, 

a more warm and fettled temperature of the air, which, beftowing 
on the arid hills fome flight degree of verdure, rendered the afpeft 
of the country more cheerful. 

Syria may in general be cOnfidered as a mountainous country ; but 
the part bordering on Jaffa has fevefal very extenfive plains, which 
are ihterledfed, kt certain diftances, with moderate heights. In ap- 
proaching Jerufalem, after having proceeded to the other fide of 
Ramla, the mountains are very lofty, and, having but a flendet 
fopeificies of earth to cover theiir rocky prominences, are exclufively 
adapted to the cultivation of olive-trees. Which. take root in their very 
clefts, ahd hide the naked appearance they would otherwife exhibit. 

In general the coutitry is but thinly covered with trees, and has 
few woods, or thickets. In the parts where there is no texttire of 
foil, but merely a white loofe fafid, hot a tree nor flbrub is to be feen. 
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To the north fide of Jaffa, a fmall river, which empties itfelf into 
the fea, prefents itfelf at the diftance of two or three miles. It is 
the only one which I met with in Syria : it is probable, however, 
that others may have been formed, fubfequentlj to the excurfions I 
made into the interior, by the abundant falls of rain I have had occa- 

fion to notice. 

From the information I was able to colka, as well as from my 
own pcrfonal obfervation, I could not learn that either mines or 
eruptions of volcanic matter are to be met with in Syria. 

The foil in many parts, in tbofe more efpeclally bordering on Ac 
deferts, confifts almoft exclufively of a fine white fand, the refledion 
from which is extremely painful to the fight. This barren territory ' 
extends, to the northward, beyond Jaffa. It contains, however, m 
common with the other parte of Syria, feveral fertile fpots, covered 
w-.tb a rich black mould, which v^y copioufly repay the labour 
beftowed on them. 'On the rocky grounds an inconfiderable portion 

of calcareous earth is found blended with marl. 

Wherever the land is rnfceptible of cultivation, and has not been 
nevleaed, it affords abundaiit crops of wheat, barley, Indian com 
(dourra), tobacco, cotton, and other produaions. Fruits and vege- 
tables are in equal abundance. Among the former ate pomegranates, 
figs, oranges, lemons, citrons of an uncommonly large fine, mdons, 
grapes, and elite. ' The melons are larp. and have a delicmm 
flavour ; as have alfo the grapes, of which «= partook fo late as Ae 
mouth of Oecember, when we found they ftiU retained flieir eXqm- 
fite flavour. I toe alrtady adverted to the uncommon to of Ae 
^ercmelotts, wei^ ftoiA twenty t© 1iiirty:poun % 
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They are a great and valuable refource to the inhabitants, who arc 
fo paffionately fond of them, that, during the fummer months, they 
form a great part of their fubfiftence. Notwithftanding they are as 
cooling and refreflaing, as grateful to the tafte, I was furprifcd to 
fee the natives eat them in fuch immoderate quantities, without 
experiencing any unpleafant confequenccs. 

Among the vegetable productions for the table may be ranged the 
coulcas, the okre, or bannier, the couITa, a fpecies of gourd, the to- 
mata, and a kind of bean which has fome refcrablance to our Fiench 
bean. The coulcas is a root brought from Bairout, Acre, Sidon, and 
Damietta, which, when cooked, is in tafte not unlike the potatoe, 
frotn which it differs in appearance by its darker hue and lefs regular 
fhape. In its raw ftate it is extremely acrid, and produces on the 
mouth and fauces, when tafted, a fenfation of pricking and fmarting, 
ftich as is caufed, under the fame circumftances, by the Arum root. 
It is confidered by the inhabitants as a wholefome and agreeable 
vegetable, and, being Icraped and boiled, enters into the compofition 
of many of their difties. The okre is a.fine mucilaginous vegetable, 

' which gives an excellent flavour to the fbups. 

To the above lift may be added other vegetables, the quality of 
which is excellent, fuch as cabbages, cauliflowers, fpinage, lettuce, 
endive, turnips, cucumbers, radifhes, and onions ; the latter ex- 
tremely mUd. Both fruits and vegetables, as well as all other 
marketable copamodities, are fold by weight. 

The grounds in Syria are in general open. Where enclofures have 
been attempted, they are fenced in with the prickly pear tree. . 

- Numerous flocks of goats and fheep are diftributed over the plains. 
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as well as in the mountainous territory. The tails of the latter are 
uncommonly large, refembling thole of the flreep of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Many of them have an extraordinary length of ear ; but this 
obfervation applies ftill more particularly to the goats, an ear of one 
of which I had the curiofity to meafure, and found it to be nine inches 
in length. The cows and oxen are Email, and of a reddilh hue : 
large herds of them are driven out in the mornings, to browze in 
the plains, and in thofe parts of the mountainous territory, where a 
fcanty fuperficics of foil, fpread over the rocks, affords a feeble hope 
of pafturage. 

The animal food of the Syrians confifts principally of mutton and 
goat’s flefh, and they confume but a very fmall proportion of beef, 
and no veal. They are, indeed, very fparing in their ufe of flefh, 
chiefly confining themfelvss in their diet to the vegetable produc- 
tions they have in fuch great abundance, and of fuch excellent 
qualities. , 

The horfes are fmall, but fleet, and very fure footed. In their 
choice of them, the Turklfli inhabitants attach themfelves rather to 
the figure and fhowy appearance of the beaft, than to his fleetnefs 
and other ufeful qualities. During our ftay in the country, a good 
horfe brought from four to five hundred piaftres, that is, from thirty 
to nearly forty Englifti pounds. 

The mules are very numerous, and of a large breed. This remark 
■alfo applies to the affes ; and the latter are much more fwift of pace 
than thofe of England. 

As a beaft of burden, the camel has a remarkable pre-eminence m 
point of utility. The inhabitants being deftitute of carriages for 
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the conveyance of their merchandife from place to place, fuch 
vehicles being incompatible with the ftate of the roads and country, 
have neceffarily recourfe to this animal, to perform the labours to 
which the mule, from his comparatively diminutive ftature, cannot 
be fxibjeacd. This is not the only advantage which has refultcd to 
the Syrians, from the pains they have bellowed in the propagation 
of their race of camels, whofe patient endurance of fatigues is only 
to be equalled by the parfimonious fupport which their nature re- 
quires; In croffing the deferts, or in performing other tedious and 
laborious journies where water cannot be procured, they pals feveral 
days in fucceUion without allaying their thirll ; and make a hard 
and fcanty meal on the Ihrubs and bulhes they may chance to en- 
counter on their way, without ful^edling their mailers to the necellity 
of loading them, in addition to their other burdens, with provender 
for their lupport. A fmaller and more llender fpecies of the camel, 
called hedgiu, is mounted by the natives and others, and is capable 
of making a greater progrefs, on a long journey, than a horfe. It 
requires fome habit to be reconciled to its motion, which is, how- 
ever, not fo fatiguing as rnight be fuppofed from the appearance ol 
the animal, for its pace being by long and regular Heps, the rider 
feels a fenlation fimilar to that of being rocked in a cradleA 

The Syrians are in general of an ordinary llature, and of a Ipare 
tdibi. make, but very a^live and alert. Their Ipeed, both in running 
and walking, is very great ; and being inured as well to privations 

^ I do ixot recolleft to. li^ve feen? eithet; ip Syria or in Egypt, more tjian one protu- 
berance on the back of the camels, whether hedgtns Or dromedaries, which appear to 
be only a more ilender and .toafler ^^ecies of the camel* 
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as to fatigues, they are capable of enduring an extreme toll, with a very 
fcanty fupport, for a confiderable length of time. In this particular 
they have a great relemblance to the Indians of America. Their 
countenances arc meagre and wan ; and their complexion fo dark 
as, in a variety of inftances, to approach nearly to black. Their 
hair is of a fliining black, and it is worn by the women very long, 
extending even to the waift. They drefs and decorate it in a very 
fanciful manner, fulpending from it, and round the head, different 
coins, fuch as paras, fequins, and piaftres, large bunches of which 
are alfo fufpended from the ears. On the wrifts they wear bracelets 
of coloured glafs. They ffain their nails of an orange colour with 
the henna, and blacken their eyelids with a powder, of which I have 
already fpoken in the details I have given relative to Turkey. 

The inhabitants of Syria are very abfteraious in their diet, which 
is fimple in the extreme. It confiffs chiefly of falted olives, cheele 
of a poor aod indigeftible quality, a coarfe bread badly baked, and 
formed into flat cakes, arid rancid butter, or perhaps oil. They 
rarely indulge themfelves iii the ufe of animal food ; but on thefc' 
occaflons prepare a wholefome, and to many a palatable difii called 
pilaw, by ftewing the flefti with rice. Notwithftanding their 
common beverage is water, a Ipirituous compound, called rachey, 
made from the fermented hulks and ftalks of grapes, diffilled with 
anifeeds, is imported into Syria from Turkey and Afia. 

During our ftay at Jaffa we were well fupplLed with fifti, fuch as 
mullets, breams> &e. Our butter we were obliged to procure frona 
Jerufalem : it tyas made withoiit fait, and coffc nearly eighteen pence 
Dngliflb. per pound. Ip- eyery part of the ecmntiy therq aa 
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dance of fowls ; but we did not meet with either tame ducks, geefe, 
or turkies, with the exception of thofe brought from Cyprus, W'here 
they are bred in great numbers. 

There are tw’o clafles of Arabs very different from each other in 
their habits, morals, and ftyle of living. The Fellah, that is the 
farmer, or hufbandman, inhabits the villages, or the detached and 
ifolated dwellings in the plains, under the fubjedlion of a Bey, or, 
perhaps, of a Mameluke, or cachef, who, having been originally a 
flave to one of the Beys, has gained the confidence of his mafter, 
and received not only his freedom, but the government of a certain 
number of villages, on the revenues of which he preys without con- 
trouL In the exerclfe of his oppreflfive a(Ss he is aided by a fubor- 
dinate officer, denominated a gindee. 

Each of the newly appointed cachefs has no fooner enriched hlm- 
felf by the contributions levied on the produce of the wretched Fel- 
lahs fubjeciled to his domination, than he purchajfes fuch of the eftates 
as devolve to the Bey from the original proprietors, either by death 
or forfeiture. Cafes -of the latter defeription frequently occur from 
the cupidity of the Bey, who, being aware of the very precarious 
tenure by which he holds his government, feizes, on the flighteft 
pretext, upon all the property within his reach, and has been fre- 
quently known, in the courfe of a fhort and delpotic adminiflrationj. 
to bring the fame eftate repeatedly to fkic. Thus are the Fellahs, 
while they plant and fow, in an uncertain ftate whether the whole- 
of the expeded produce of their induftry is to be fhatched from 
them by their oppreffor, on the ground of confifeation, or whether 
they are Ifill to be allowed the fmall portion of it whibh the Ava*- 
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alas fpare, and to be maintained in the quiet poffeifion of the terri- 
torial property traiifmitted to them by their anceftors. 

To this clafs of Arabs the artizans, domeflics, and in general all 
thofe who conftitute the lower ranks of fociety, in the towns and 
villages, belong. 

With relation both to morals and induftry, the Fellahs have un- 
queftionably an advantage over the Bedouins, or wandering tribes of 
Arabs. Being ftationary, and acquiring by their labour and induftry 
the little which is requifite to fatisfy their wants, they have not been 
ftimulated to the predatory purfuits by which the latter have 
rendered themfelves formidable and obnoxious to fociety. In the 
midfl: of the abjed ftate in which they live, they have on fome occa- 
fions evinced that they are not deftitute of courage and energy. In 
feveral of the diftrids, more elpecially in thofe of Foua and Demen- 
hour, when the French troops, commanded by Generals Defaix and 
Beliard, penetrated into Upper Egypt and fome parts of Syria, the 
Fellahs manifefted a fpirit of refinance which the invaders had little 
reafon to exped. In the relation which the French artlft, Denon, 
who accompanied the above detachments, has publiflied, the vigo- 
rous refiftance made by thefe people is recorded, but not with all 
the circumftances by w'hich the tranladions were accompanied. It 
b certain, that a detachment of eighty French was put to death in. 
the nightrtime by the Inhabitants of Foua, led by a fanatic flieick ; 
and that, on feveral other occafions, they haraffed and annoyed the 
republican troops, by whom, they were at length, with great diffi-** 
culty, brought under fubjedion. . ' 

The wandering! Ar4bsf or Bedouins, iwho fotm the other arc 

: F F 2 ' ' 
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divided into tribes, more or lefs numerous, to each of w'hich diftinct 
limits are affigned. Thefe tribes do not always live in amity toge- 
ther ; and whenever, in conlecjuence of an invafion of limits, or 
fome other caufe of difputc among themfelves, war is declared, 
alliances are formed, in which the policy of the numbers to be- 
ranged on each fide is confulted. The weaker tribes, in thefe cafes, 
do not of courfe negled to affociate themfelves with the more 
powerful. The woril part of their warfare confifts, however, in the 
attacks they make on travellers, whether in final! and ifolatcd parties,- 
or in the large bodies formed for protedion and defence into cara- 
vans. The Bedouins then betray all the ferocious cruelty of their 
charadler, which they alfo manifeft when they make ineurfions into 
the villages of the Arab cultivators. In executing their predatory 
projedts, they have even dared to penetrate to the walls of Cairo.. 
The property with which they travel confifts of horfes, camels, and 
ftieep ; and to feek pafturage for thefe animals, they are conftantly 
fhifting their ground, in the deferts where they have taken up their 
refidence. A daft of them, however,, more fettled than the others,, 
but ftill Bedouins, * inhabit tents on the borders of the deferts, and 
there cultivate fuch ^ots as are favourable to vegetatioUi. 

The fwiftnefs of the mares on which they are mounted was a- great' 
©bftacle to the progrefi of the French,, on their penetrating intO' 
Upper Egypt. Whenever they felt themielves in fufficient force bo* 
encounter their enemy, the Bedouins attacked with an entire confif 
deuce that, in cafo of a defeat, they fhould be able to effe<ft their 
efcape. It was on this hceount that the French, had: recourfo to the 
formation of a corps mounted on dromedaries, which I have already 
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liad occafion to notice. By the aid of thefe animals, they furprifed 
feveral of the Bedouin tribes in their retreat ; but not without incur- 
ring great riiks in penetrating into the deferts, where they were 
repeatedly expofed to perifh from thirft, the fugitive Arabs leading 
them in a diredtion contrary to that of the watering places, with the 
pofition of which they alone were acquaintcd.- 

The arms of the Bedouins confifk of a mufket, provided with 
match-lock, flung round the arm, a fabre,- and a long iQaear, which 
they carry in the hand. The latter of thefe weapons they employ 
with, great effe<9:, when in purfuit of an enemy. ISlotwithftanding. 
they are themfelves armed with mufkets, they have a great dread 
©f fire-arms, and abandon the field to their adverfary, as foon as a few 
©f their party are brought down by the balls. They cannot,, there- 
fore, be deemed formidable, when- oppofedto troops fufejedted to any 
degree of diicipHne;. and'aiie only fo when they enconatei; an unpre- 
pared enemy, or one greatly inferior m force; 

The Arabs in. general, whether Bedouins or Eufbandmen, are 
expert thieves-, and are diftinguifhcd alfo by their confummate hypo— 
erify and treachery. Many of the Fellahs have been- converted to- 
-Chriftianity, and have engaged themfelves as domeftics, in which' 
capacity they require a very ftridl government to enfure any thing; 
like obedience. They are^ however, excellent grooms, beftowihg ax 
particular attention on the horles committed to their charge;. They 
allow them, in the cowfo of the day,, two- feeds only of barley and. 
chopped fibraw ;,and mfupplyingthera with thefe meals in the mom;*- 
ing and, evening, five them, a very fcmty allowance o£ watier.. They 
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have certainly good reafons in favour of this {paring regimen, as is 
attefted by the healthinefs and good condition of the Arab horfes. 

The villages in Syria appear to be well peopled ; but it is impof- 
fible to form any corre<fl; idea of the general population of the coun- 
try, in confequence of the migrations of its inhabitants from place 
to place, and of the great proportion of them who refide in tents. 

Such of the Fellahs as have cultivated their lands with any fuc- 
cefs, are as careful to conceal their little ftore of riches, as they were 
induftrious in its acquifition. The plea of poverty to which they 
refort, is not, however, in every cafe, equally fuccefsful. The avari- 
cious Pacha, either perfonally, or by the means of his inftruments, 
keeps a watchful eye on each of the cultivators, and endeavours to 
effiraate his means. If there is no plaufible colour or pretext for 
the entire confifcation of the property of an individual on whom the 
fulpicion of riches has fallen, he is called on to contribute a fum 
perhaps very difproportionate to his means, on the default of produc- 
ing which not only his property, but his owm life, and thofe of his 
relatives, are brought into danger. Induftry is thus difcouraged; 
and to the tyranny exercifed over the wretched cultivators may bd 
attributed the negledled {late - of many large tradls of land, which, 
under a better form of government, would be abundantly produdive. 

The wooden plough employed here for agricultural purpofes, is 
drawn by a pair of fmall oxen. The barley and wheat are fown in 
January, and reaped in May. In different parts of Syria the inha- 
bitants purfue different modes in the treatment of their vines, which’ 
in fome places they prune nearly to the furface of the earth, depend- 
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ing on the fpring ihoots for the autumnal produce ; while in others 
they allow them to attain their full growth, fupporting their branches 
with props. The grapes, when ripe, are in general held in too great 
an efteem, as a part of the nourifliment of the inhabitants, to be 
converted into wine ; but this is not invariably the cafe. At Jeru- 
falem and Bethlehem we drank fome excellent wine, the produce of 
the neighbouring vineyards, which were cultivated with much labour 
and induftry. 

I fliall add a few words of general obfervation on the difeafes of 
Syria, with which I flrall clofe the prefent digreffion, and then pro- 
ceed to the more immediate objedls of this narrative. 

The Syrians are fubjedl to few endemic difeafes, of which the 
pforophthalmy, an inveterate complaint of the eyes, is the principal 
and moft common. It prevails fo generally, that in the town of 
Jaffa nearly two thirds of the inhabitants had, from its- effedls, lofl 
the fight either of one, or of both the eyes ; infomuch that the num- 
bers of blind people led about were truly aftonifhing. If appears to- 
me that the remote caufes of this obftinate difeafe, the e&:<fts of 
which are fo calamitous, may be traced to a bad diet ; an expofure 
to a hot air from the white and burning fands, the fine particles of 
which float almoft perpetually in the atmofphere ; and, laflly,. the 
confined huts or dwellings in which the inhabitants refide.* Infup- 
port of the probability of the fecond of thefi: caufes, it has been re- 
marked, that during the feafbn when the figs and grapes ripen, that 
is, in the months of May, June, and July, when the mofi; intenfe 
heat prevail?,, this- difeafe is moft, common, and is- accompanied by 

an unufual malignance. : With refpea to the latter caufe which has 
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been alTumed, it fhould be remarked, that the habitations of the 
poorer claffes of Syrians, to whom the pforophthalmy more particularly 
attaches itfelf, are forrped of a few ftones badly cemented together 
by the means of mud or dung, and which, having but a fmall eleva- 
tion from the foil, rather refemble cells, or caverns, for the abode of 
anchorites, than dwellings in which the conveniences of locial life 
are confulted. Being utterly deftitute of chimnies, or other openings 
to carry off the fmoke, the vapours of the -dried camel’s dung, which 
is burned for fuel, difperfc themfelves in the foul atmofphere by 
which the wretched inmates are enveloped, and, among other bane- 
ful effedls, cannot fail to irritate the organ of vifion. It is moft pro- 
bably owing to the fame caufe of the impure air which they infpire 
in thefe miferable hovels, that the countenances of the Syrian pea- 
fants are haggard, fqualid, and without that animated glow which 
denotes an equable circulation of the blood,' and a free paffage through 
the excretory channels oi the Ikin. 

The other difeafes moft prevalent in Syria are dyfentery, cuta- 
neous eruptions, fmall-pox, putrid, intermittent, and remittent fevers, 
and, laftly, the plague, which it would appear, however, is generally 
brought from other countries. The fmall-pox is frequently very- 
fatal among the inhabitants, who, to guard againft its ravages, have 
fometimes recourfe to inoculation. In theft cafts it is their praiftice 
to punifture the arm with a lharp inftrument, fimilar to a needle, 
and to mb on the pundlured part the variolous matter taken from a 
choftn puftuk. This mode of Inoculatiop is confined to the Chrif- 
tian Arabs, who are pretty fheceftful in the refult, although they 
have no recourft to intern^ remedies. The malignant fevers genfc- 
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rally prevail in. the winter fealbn, and during the months of Noyem- 
ber and December 1800 , fwept ofF a great part of the population of 

Acre. 

The treatment of difeafes employed by the Syrians is as cap/icious 
and immethodical as confined within narrow limits. They place a 
great confidence in the ufe of the lancet ; but to this they have re- 
courfe in the fpring feafon only of the year. 

As an, argument of the falutary temperature of the air of Syria, 
the very rare occurrence of pulmonary difeales Ihould be adduced, as 
well as the numerous inflances of longevity among the inhabitants, 
who frequently attain the age of an hundred, and, in fome inRances, 
of an hundred and ten years, and upwards. Were they in a more 
civilized Rate, and united in a focial com pad under a good govern- 
ment, they would become very numerous and powerful, the Syrian 
women, who marry very young, being remarkably prolific. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE ARMY OF THE GRAND VIZIER— PRIN CIPAL OFFICERS— DIFFERENT 

CASTS OF PEOPLE— ARTIFICERS AND ATTENDANTS PRECARIOUS STATE 

OF GREATNESS IN THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT STANDARDS DERVISES 

gross superstition OF THE TURKS TRADITION RELATIVE TO THE 

downfall of THE TURKISH EMPIRE ORIGIN AND PRESENT STARE OP 

THE JANISSARIES— THE ARNAUTS— LIGHT CAVALRY— VOLUNTEERS— 
RELIGIOUS SECTARIES WHO FOLLOW THE ARMY PLUNDERERS MAME- 
LUKES ARABIAN CAMEL-DRIVERS THIEVISH DISPOSITION OP THE 

ARABS TARTARS GUARDS OF HONOUR GENERAL CHARACTER OP 

THE TURKS — PERSONAL COURAGE — SUPERSTITION— TEMPERAN CE— 

ADDICTION TO COFFEE AND TOBACCO — GAMES PAY AND ALLOWANCE 
OP THE SOLDIERY MISERABLE STATE OP THE MEDICAL ART AMONG 

THE TUKKS HOBSEMANSHIP. 

P REFIXED to the prefent chapter is a plan or Purvey of the 
Turkilh encampment, as well as of the town and works of 
Jaffa, made by Mr. George Pink, one of the draughtfmen attached 
to the Britifh miffion. It is accompanied by a fcale, and by the 
neceflary explanations, among which, will be found the diflributlon 
of the different clalTes of military, a heterogeneous and diforganized 
mafs formed from a variety of nations, of which the ■ army of the 
Grand Vizier was compofed. Having been taken towards the clofe 
of July 1 800 , a few weeks after our arrival at Jaffa, the numbers of 
effedfive troops enumerated in the above plan are on a very low efti- 
mate, when compared witti the fubfequent Rate of the Turkifh 
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forces, augmented by the new levies which were conftantly pouring 
in. In giving a fummary Iketch of whatever has fallen under my 
obfcrvation, relative to the army of the Vizier, and to the Turkilh 
troops in general, I beg leave to dired the attention of my reader to 
the plan, which will enable him to follow my ftatements with 
greater preciiion. 

The principal Turkifh officers who lerved in the Ottoman camp, 
under the command of his Highnefs the Grand Vizier, were as 
follows : 

The Seralkier, Mahomed Pacha, a Pacha of three tails. 

The Charcagis, Taher Pacha, a Pacha of two tails. 

The Yenecheri Agaffi, or Janiffary Aga, having thei<*rank of a 
Pacha of two tails, and the chief command of the JanilTanes. 

The Jebigis Baffii, or commiffary of {lores, a Pacha of one tail. 

The Topgis Balhi, or commandant of artillery. 

The Arabahgis Baffii, or fuperintendant of gun-carriages. 

The Coombarahgis Baffii, or commandant of bombardiers. 

The Lakemgis Baffii, or commandant of miners. 

The Seymen Baffii, or fecond in command of Januaries. 

The Cul Caiyahfi, whofe appointment is fimilar to that of our 
officers fuperintendlng prefs gangs. 

The Cadi Alker, or military judge (occafionally attached to the 

Ottoman army). 

The Etchi Baffii, or Cook Baffii. 

The Samfoongis Baffii, or principal dog-keeper. 

The Zahergis Baffii, or fecondary dog-keeper. 

G G 2 
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Befides thefe there* were many others whom it would be fuper- 
fluous to mention, and among them feveral whofe prefence in the 
camp wa^ not of the leaft utility. Of this defeription are the two 
perfonages who ftand the laft on the lift, and whofe titles would not 
have been enumerated, had it not been for the fmgulanty of their 
appoiniments. Originally, a certain number of dogs were, in a 
Turkifti, army, attached to the troops ; but this pradice having been 
long difeontinued, nothing now remains except the rank and emo- 
luments of the offtce. That of the Tournahgis Ballfi, or bird- 
keeper, who had the charge of the birds tormerly carried with the 
artny^ is now bccoixic obfolctc- 

The appointments held by the generality of thefe officers fulfi- 
ciently explain the relative importance of their ftations. There 
are, however, one or two of them who are entitled to a particular 

notice. 

The Cadi Afker is, in his judicial capacity, invefted with an office 
of great dignity and refponfibility in the Turkifh army. He is the 
fupreme judge and arbitrator in all difputes and legal queftions which 
mayarift, whether of a civil or military natiire. It 15, notwith- 
ftanding, to be prefumed, that under fo defpotic an adminiftration 
as that of the Turks, more efpecially wher^the military is concerned, 
his awards muft be fubjed to a great degree of controul. A deli- 
neation of the cofturae of a Cadi Afker, or mifitary judge, will be 
found in Plate X. 

The Etchi Baflii, or cook of the corps of Jamflaries, whatever his 
title may appear to import, has a dlftinguiflied confideration m the 
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Turkifh army ; and, to heighten his importance, carries about him 
certain marks and chara£leriftic diftindlions, which render his ap- 
pearance highly ludicrous. He is clothed in a large habit of dark 
coloured leather, covered over w’ith devices of plated metal, which 
render it extremely weighty, inibmuch that on days of ceremony, 
when he is decorated with all the inlignia of his office, what with 
the preffiire of this habit, or tunic, and that of the other parts of his 
drefs, which, being alfo covered with plates of metal, are equally 
cumbrous and oppreffive, he requires the aid of two perfons to affift 
him in walking. It is from this officer, who is both feared and 
relpedled by his corps, that the Janiffaries receive the puniflrment 
of the coup de baton. Plate XI. will convey a better idea of the 
drels of this grotefque perfbnage than can be communicated by any 
written defeription. 

In a Turkifh army, complexions of every hue, black, copper- 
colour, olive, tawny, yellow, and white, are to be found, as well as 
the different calls of features, and -varieties of ffiape and proportion, 
which refult fiom fo motley a compound of fo many different na- 
tions indiferi minutely brought together. The complexions depend 
of courfe on the varieties of the climates whence the different corps 
have been recruited. The Africans are black, with the exception 
of thofe who come from the more northern parts of A&ica, and who, 
notwdthftanding they have on the head the curled woolly hair of 
negroes, are of a tawny complexion. It has by fome been afferted, 
that tbey are fpruog from colonies imported into the countries they 
inhabit, from different parts of Europe and Afia. The Egyptians, 
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as well as tlie inliaLitaivts of Alia, Syria, Diarbeker, &c. are alio dariC 
or tawny. Among the whites may be comprehended, not only the 
Europeans, but the inhabitants of Natolia, Armenia, Georgia, and 
Tartary. The Georgians are juftly celebrated for the fineft com- 
plexion and moft regular features any where to be found. Many of 
the Bedouin Arabs differ Ib much from their countrymen in their 

complexion, as to be nearly black. 

So considerable, in a Turkiili army, are the numbers of trades- 
people, attendants, domeftics, and followers of every denomination, 
that when it is computed to arnount to twenty thouSand men, nearly 
the half of that number muff be fubftraded, to form an eftimate of 
its real and efficient force, when brought into the field. Each of tSie 
chiefs and pachas is conffantly furrounded by a very numerous fiiite 
of attendants, who keep their eyes ffeadily fixed on him to catch his 
nod, and haffen to the execution of his imperious mandates. ^ By 
the numbers of his followers, who thus fwarm about him, his- dig- 
nity and refpedtability are eftimated. Amidft all this grandeur, his 
fituation, than which nothing can be more precarious, ought hot to 
excite the envy or jealoufy of thofe who a£t in the luborflinate ranks. 
Should he have fignalized himfelf on a great and trying occafion, it 
too frequently happens that his diffinguiffied merit points him out 
to his fuperiors as the objedl of an odious perfecution. His views 
and expeftations are thus baffled, and the earlieft occafion fought to 
accomplilh his ruin, and to gratify a hateful fpirit of revenge. To 
effedl this, he is perhaps ordered to execute an infirrmountable diffi- 
culty, in the accompliffiment of which* having neceffarily failed, he 
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is deprived of his employment, degraded from his ranh mbbed of his 
«alth, and in the midftof his fufFerings may c&em h.mfclf happy 
rhat his life has been fpared by hiSfavage perfecutors. The ma^mr 

which the Turks have embraced, that fuccefs gives a d.vme toa.on 

.. , -fV, on pycufe for the commilTion of 

to all adions, fupphes them with an excuie tor 

the blackeft crimes. t, i 

In an Ottoman army, the multitude of ufelefs people to whom 

have juft alluded, cannot fail to be attended by great incoOTcmenc , 

as weU as by the oceaflonal diftrefs refulting from an mfuffic.eney of 

„eans. While fo marked an attention is beftowed on an often - , 

tious parade, which might be permitted elfewhere m the — 

inhab-ftant of the call, every cffentlal arrangement m the e& - 

Rrn ?<? nes:le6ledj infoitiiiclij that the 

r •' I.."'-.-* «■»»“ *■"- 

'"iw ... P..S. -r"" 

-r-*"™ ts:*" A” *. 

Turkiflr army is accompanied, have alto t 

colour of which is ufually green. In addition to this each of he 

rfi* frAm twcD.ty-fiv'e to thirty privateS| 

fmall companies, confifting of ^ banderole, 

beloneins: to the corps of infantry, carries a fmall Hag 

belonging .hefe little flap ate ftill more numerous. The 

Among the Ainauts thefe little Hag of fuch a 

tr.™ inference to be drawn from the employmeni 
neceilary i a i<5 that thofe who have 

u'TvViritv of ftandards, banners, and flags, is, 
multiplicity ot itanudi , , „ confiderable degree, 

the charge of them muft not only dimmdh m a conlider 
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ill the field of battle, the elFedlive force Vvhich would otherwlfe have 
been brought into adion, but mufi: even fliackle and impede the 
military operations. How miftaken therefore is the calculation that, 
independently of the ideas of grandeur and magnificence which the 
Turks attach to thefe trivial objedls, they have the efFedl of infpiring 
the enemy with terror and difmay ? 

A Turkilli camp is lighted up at night by a kind of large lan- 
terns, formed of iron hoops, and fafiiened upon long poles. Several 
of thefe lights, in -vYhich rags impregnated with greafe, oil, or a 
. refinous fubftance, are burned, are placed in the front of the tent of 
each of the Pachas. In the difpofition of the centinels, as well as 
in the diftribution of the tents, and, in general, in every elfential 
arrangement in which fecurity ought to be ftudied. the Turks are fo 
extremely negligent and inattentive, as to be conftantly expofed to 
a furprife, more particularly in the night-time. In fuch a cafe the 
panic and alarm produced cannot fail to throw every part of the 
camp into the utmofl; confufion, fince it is impoffible to rally, unite, 
and form a whole, where neither order nor method has been ftudied 
in the diftribution of the parts. There is nothing, indeed, to ob- 
ftru(ft the progrefs of an enemy who fhould attempt to penetrate by 
night, with cautious and wary fteps, into the camp, and who, by 
cutting the cords of the tents, would be certain to produce a fatal 
cmbarrafiTment among the troops within. Whether the flaughter 
which would enfue Ihould be more or lefs terrible, the ultimate 
eiFe<ft of the abandonment of the camp would be the fame ; and the 
equipage and artillery would become a ftire prey to the aflailants. 
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The dreadful maflacre which occurred on the 17 th of September, 

1 76Q, arofe from the unprepared Rate of fourteen thoufand Turks 
encamped, and the very feeble refiftance they were dn confequence 
enabled to make. Inftead of defending themfelves, the greater part 
of them crept under the tents, where they were put to death by the 
bayonet, without imploring the mercy of their vanquilhers. During 
the late conteft in Egypt an equally calamitous fcene was witnefled 
at Aboukir, where many thoufands of the Turks who had been 
routed in their encampment, in attempting a precipitate efcape, 
drowned themfelves in the fea. 

The Turks, who are involved in fuperftition, carry about them, 
in the camp and in the field, as well as in every other fituation, cer- 
tain talifmans, eonfifting chiefly of verfes of the Koran, to which 
they attach very extraordinary virtues, regarding them as -a fafe- 
gnard and a protedlion agaiirft every danger by which they ihay be 
aflailed. 

They bellow an implicit faith on an ancient prophecy, a part ot 
which, according to their traditions, was found engraven on the 
tomb of one of their fantons, and which is pretty nearly to this effect; 
“ That the Turkilh empire will be annihilated by the RufiSans ; that 
“ the firfl battle which wdl be fought between the two contending 

powjers will be lofl by the Ottomans, on the banks of the Nieller j 
“ that another battle will afterwards be decided againfl them in the 
“ neighbourhood of Conftantinople ; and that their emperors will be 
“ compelled to refide at Damafcus.” Should they therefore be over- 
come, in a future conteft with this power, it will not perhaps be 
owing fo much to the imperfedl Rate of their ta( 5 lic%' to -their bad 
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conduct in. the field, or to the valour of their enemy, as to the chi- 
merical and-fuperftitious ideas they are weak enough to entertain. 

The origin of fuch an extraordinary military body as that of the 
Janifiaries has jufily excited curiofity, yet it will be found nearly 
fimilar to that of other efiablilliments. Amurat 1. for the better 
prefervation of his empire, found it necefiary to eftablifli a formi- 
dable and well difciplined militia, a part of which was deftined for 
the defence of his own perfon. He accordingly colleded every fifth 
youth who had attained the age of fifteen years, belonging to the 
Chrifiian inhabitants of Bulgaria, Macedonia, and the Greek pro- 
vinces, which were thus rendered tributary in a confiderable portion 
of their rifing population. Thefe children were carefully infirudted 
iti the Mahomedan religion, and inured for a certain number of years 
to laborious exercifes, by the hufbandmen to whole care they were 
entrufted. They were afterwards trained to the ufe of arms ; and^ 
to the end that they might be accuftomed to the fpilling of bloody 
and thejr character ftamped with a lavage ferocity, they were made 
to exercife their weapons on the bodies of prifbners taken in battle,, 
or on thofe of. condemned criminals. They were ftyled haijem- 
ogjar, or the children of Grangers, This perlbnal tribute to which 
the Chnftians were fubje<aed having been at length commuted into 
a fine, the Janifiaries were recruited by volunteers, the greater part 
of whom have been latterly taken from the lowefi: clafies of the 
people, inibmuch that they are no-w in a very degraded ftate, when 
compared with What they were at their original eftablilhment. From 
the words yeni-ajker, which, in the Turkifii language, imply new 
Jf yies, the word Janifiary is derived. 
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tiowcvcr the JanilTarles, in confequence of deviations from their 
original inftitution, may have relaxed from the difcipline which m 
ancient times rendered them fo formidable, they may ftill be con-' 
fidercd as the moR felea and regular of the Turkifli troops. They 
are at the fame time better and more uniformly dreffed and equipped. 
They carry a fliort rifle-barrel mufket, flung acrofs the llioulder, 
without a bayonet. The fire of thefe mulkets, the greatdr part of 
which are manufadlured at Damafeus, cannot be very brilk, as they 
require a confiderable time to load. The-other arms of the Janiffaries 
confift of a large knife, or dagger, and a pair of piRols faftened 
within the fafti which furrounds the waift. In fome inRances they 
carry fabres. On particular occafions they wear a large and Angular 
cap of white felt, with a long flap behind, hanging carelefsly down 
the backs and in the front a brafs tube, in which the fpoon is in- 
tended, to' bd carried for the pilaw, fuch as is worn by the Etchi 
’ fiaflai, Plate XL Their trowfers being much narrower than thofc 
worn by the Turks in general, are lefs embarrafling m walking. 
During the furnmer their legs are naked, as are alfo their arms as 
high as the-flioulders. On the feet they wear red flippers, and are 
occafionally enveloped by a loofe cloak. When in their tents they 
fit and lie on a fmali Turkey carpet, or,, when this cannot be pro- 
cured, on a Iheep-lkin. On a march they carry their water either 

in a tin canteen, or in a leathern bottle. 

The total amount of thefe corps has been varioufly eftimated. By 
fome it has been carried to more than an hundred thouiand effedfeive 
men;' while others have fuppofed it not to exceed for^ thoufand. 
Each od-dah, or regiment, has ,a flag or fymbol by which it is'diftia- 

H 11 2 



TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 


236 

guilhed from the others. Thefe lymbols are in Ibme inllances cha- 
raifteriftic, as in the cafe of the thirty-firft oddah, or regiment, where 
the anchor on the flag denotes that this regiment is devoted to the 
fervice of the marine. In other cafes the lymbols are fanciful, re- 
prefenting birds, fifties, animals, fabres, &c. The arms allb of the 
provinces from whence the regiments were originally recruited, and 
the names of which they bear, are reprefented occafionally on thefe 
colours. The ftrength of each oddah depends in a great meafure on 
its celebrity. 

The prefervation of their colours in battle is not with the Janif- 
faries fo much an affair of momentary concern, as that of the large 
copper kettles, two in number, which are conftantly placed in the 
front of the tents of each regiment, and which are accompanied by 
a fkimmer, a ladle, and a kind of halbert. They have two fets of 
thefe cooking utenfils, to guard againfl: any accident which may 
occur ; and they are held fb facred as to be a certain protedlion to 
thofe who feek refuge beneath them. When both fets are loft, the 
regimenf ;is difbanded. On a march thefe kettles are carried in front 
of each fefpeftive regiment. i , ' : 

In Conflantinople the Janiflaries form the night guards, and in 
parading the ftreets are equipped with heavy fticks, or bludgeons. 
^hen,'in tjme of war, they are ftationed either in towns or in camps, 
maniy;of them alTociate themfelves with the tradefpeople and futtlers, 
to more efpecially,; they .are a proteftion, and 

whofe cuftbm they Are certjMn to augment’ by their influence, while 
they fhare their profits, / ‘t 

^ ^ ;]^n ^ditioii to the ration which is regularly allowed ti|ii^,,,j^ey 
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yeceivc a moderate pay, which does not exceed a crown per month. ^ 
The mode of the monthly diftribution I have already defcribcd. 

The Yenicherl-Agaffi, or generaliffimo of thefe troops, is a perfon 
of high rank and confideration, invefted with all the dignities of a 
Pacha of two or three tails, and having an occafional feat in the 
diVan. Among the other officers are the Choarbagis, or colonel, 
and the Bayraiftar, or ftandard-bearer. The title of Serafkier cor- 
refponds with that of our commander in chief of the army, and is 
beftowed on a Pacha commanding an army, with other Pachas who 
adl under him. With the exception of the Aga and Colonel, the 
Turkiffi military officers in general are deftitute of the refpaftability 
which is attached to European officers enjoying the fame rank. 
Their promotion being obtained by purchafe and favour, rather than 
by merit, the influence of an individual high in power is alone 
neceflary to raife the moH obfcure individual jn the fervice to the 
highefl: command. 

I fliall add a few obfervations on fuch of the Turkilh military 
corps as deferve a particular notice, and then proceed to the narra- 
tive of the operations of the Vizier’s army. 

The troops which are railed in the Morea, in Macedonia, Boflii^ 
kc are ftyled Arnauts, and have already been very frequently cited 
by me on account of their very thrbulent and indpcile qualities. The 
corps; of; infantry into which they are formed are commanded by 
officers 'ffom their refpeaive provinces, which, whenever 'the T;ts# 
■ are are drained of a great proportion of'tI^|<:^, 

^ , popu^iq^ ^ 
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as mercenaries wherever their ferviccs may be demanded. Being 
inured from their infancy to laborious excrcifes, they are hardy and 
vigorous; and the purfuits in which they are engaged give them an air 
of favage fiercenefs well fuited to their character. Among their other 
immoral qualities, they are expert thieves. When they are engaged, 
a film of money is given to a Pacha, or fome other, chief, to enter- 
tain a certain number of them for a given time. He beftows on 
each of them a fmall monthly pay, in addition to which they are 
fupplied, when in the field, by the Turkifli government, with bif- 
cuit and ricA A Bin-bafhi, having under him feveral officers of 
inferior ranks, commands a corps of thefe troops, a thoufand ftrong. 
Notwithflanding they are in general formed into corps of infantry, 
feveral thoufands of them were mounted during the lafi: campaign 
in Egypt. Their drefs has fbme refemblance to the tunic. That 
of the fuperior officers is of rich velvet, nicely embroidered with 
gold. They wear a breaft-plate of filver, or white metal ; and in 
fome cafes cover the legs with a kind of armour, putting on fandals, 
to imitate in their drefs, as nearly as thty can, the Spartans, from 
whom they fuppofe themfelves delcended, and whole fierce and 
martial air they appear to have retained. The head is ffiaved|^ ex-, 
cept on the middle, or crown, whence a tuft of hair defcends, and 
flotvs loolely down the back. Over the head is a red Ikull-cap, 
which defcends low down on the forehead. In general their appear- 
ance ind^^e^ that they are very negligent and llovenly In their per- 
fbns. On a long rharch, and after A confiderable ablbnce-froin their 
homes, they are often expofed to the greatefi mlfety and of 
ivhidi'-' indeed we /.were nurfdvcsy onTeVerd' ciecadotei;;-^iffidfibs, 






SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 

Amidft the vices m which they indulge, that of gambling is carried 
to fo great an excefs, that when they have loft at cards the little 
money they have in their poffeffion, they frequently ftake their fire- 
arms, and every other defcription of property. They are great ma- 
rauders, plundering whatever they can lay their hands on ; and fo 
unruly and intemperate in their paffions, which they cannot govern, 
that they frequently commit aflaffinations among one another. They 
fpealc a language peculiar to themfelves, faid to have been handed 
down to them by the ancient Illyrians. 

Their arms confift of a pair, of piftols worn in a fafh, with a long 
handjar knife, or dagger, and a mulket with a long barrel. Their 
piftols and mulkets are ufually mounted in filver, and much orna- 
mented. They are without knapfacks, for which, in truth, they 
have not the fmalleft occafion. The mode in which they are trained 
from their youth renders them excellent markfmen. Plates XII. 
and XIIL contain different views of the coftume and military accou- 
trements of an Arnaut foldier. 

In the Turkifh cavalry, as w'cll as in the ftrvice of the infantry, 
the foldier provides himfelf with the arms the moft agreeable to his 
fancy. Frequently, however, the horftmen carry pikes and javelins^ 
of different lengths, of which the fliorter ones are girted on and 
ftcured to the laddie. Some of theft weapons are fix feet or more 
in length, with an iron point, or ferrule, nearly a foot long, to the 
bottom of which is attached a’ tafffel made of feathers, or bak 
Having, in training np to* diftipline, made the djerid exercift a pi^- 
eipal purfiiit ^ chief amnfement, th^ lance the javehnyvlh^great 
Jbree and ffexterity;'i''''^?They^likew^^ carry, or 
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clubs, with fabrcs, and, in fome cafes, carabines, or rifle-barrel muf- 
kets. It leldoih happens that bayonets are employed by the Turkifli 
Ibldiery ; but among the cavalry, two, or even a greater number of 
piftols, ornamented with a filver mounting, are placed within the 
fafli, or girdle. 

There are two indilpenfable articles with which a Turkifli horfe- 
man never fails to provide himielfj namely, a leathern bottle, or 
■•perhaps ieveral, filled with water, and reaching from the faddle to 
beneath the belly of the horfe ; and his pipe, which is fattened in 
front to the pommel of the faddle. 

The .number of the cavalry is much greater than that of the in- 
fantry. The horfes on which they are mounted are of a greater or 
lels value and ettimation, according to the countries from whence 
they have been procured. In the managemerft of them their riders 
are very adroit; and mount with much grace and agility. As is 

the cafe with all the Turkifh and Arab horfemen, their ttirrups arc 
very ihort. 

When on a march, the cavalry are not more regular and orderly 
than the other Turkifli troops. It is faid that in battle they do not 
engage en majfe fb much as the Janiflaries, but are more difperfed. 

, It is hov^ever certain, that on thefe occafions each troop or fquadron, 
whatever may. be its ftrength, keeps’ together .without mixifig with 
the other troops. In rufliing forward, at a given fignal, to encounter 
the enemy, each of the horfemen exclaims with vehemence, alhhl 
aJhh ! invoking the aid of the deity to the enterprize. 

Among the troops of light cavaliy the natives of Georgia and 
Circafiia, known under the common appellation of Leghis, are the 
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moft confpicuous. They are well proportioned, of a robufl: make, and 
have the fine features and completions for which the above pro. 
vmces are diftinguiflred. The ilate of warfare which is conllanth 
ept up between them and the Euffian troops ftationed on theii 
frontiers, together with the hoffilities they carry on among them- 
felves in a predatory way, and which are favoured by the mountain, 
ous territory they inhabit, have rendered them well calculated for a 
military life. Except that the head is not (haved, and that they 

wear a fteep-lkin cap inftead of a turban, their appearance is not 

imlike that of the Xartars. 


Under the defcription of volunteers may be comprehended the 
religious fedaries whofe excels of enthufiafm urges them to difpofe 
of the little profieity they poffefs, and to repair, from every part of 
the Turkifli empire, to the ftandard of their prophet Mahomed. 

at of all the feds the moft numerous is the fed of plunderers, who 
alfo refort to his ftandard, in the hope of acquiring a greater booty 
than they could reafonaBly expe^ elfewhere. 

By the word Mameluke is implied a native of a diftant region 
Accordingly the Mamelukes, who made fo ccnfpicnous afigurein hif- 
tory fome centuries ago, who recently diftinguilhed thcmfelvcs in the 
French mvafton of Egypt, and whom I ha..e liad mpeated oecafions 
to notice infpeaiing oftlKarmy of the Grand Vixier, are either Geor- 
gwit or Ciicafiian ftaves. brought into Egypt; with the exception, 
he went, ofaifcw among them, whofe dark and fwarthy countenance 
annoMmes,. as weU as tl»e caft of their fcatnaes, that they are of Nia- 
biaa origin. Jt is pax^^tbat every individual Ma«neli*e ftduld 
W been a fl»ve, to arrive at the higheft ^nitiesi &c. 
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The climate of Egypt, or fome other caufe, hbwever, is extremely 
■unfavourable to the defeendants of the Mamelukes. They are gene- 
rally fhort lived. It is faid that thefe can never be permitted to 
enjoy the elevated fituations among the Mamelukes. The children 
of Europeans, alfo, ■^vho are fettled in the country, are unhealthy, 
and are reared with the greateft difficulty. 

There was a time when the more fuccefeful and more enterprifing 
of the Mamelukes rofe to the highell dignities in Egypt, from the 
office of Bey to that of Sheick-el-belled, or fupreme governor ; but 
the afeendency they had acquired in that country has been latterly 
much diminifhed. The numbers of thofe by whom the army of 
the Grand Vizier was augmented were comparatively few, but they 
w'ere entitled to more confidence than the generality of the troops. 
A very accurate idea of their coflume is conveyed by Plate XIV. 

The Arabian camel- drivers, who are not furnilhed, like the Turkifh. 
foldiers, with tents^ for their lodging and accommodation, while on 
the march, are reduced to the neceffity of forming, at the expiration 
of each day’s march, a ring or circle, by the means of the faddles 
and other furniture of their camels, near to whom they are conftantly 
flationed for their fefety and protection. Within this circle they 
make a fire with the dung of the animals, dried roots, withered 
fhrubs, &c. and with all poffible hilarity hover over this fire in the 
evenings, to partake of fuch amufements as their leifure may fijggeft. 
On thefe occafions they fing, dance, and relate flories, fome of 
which are of an hour’s duration. While a part of them are engaged 
in dancing, the others beat time to them by clapping their hands. 
When, on the marches we had occafion to make in Syria and 

» , ® I " 
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Egypt, their camels were laden with our baggage, we never enter- 
tained the fmallefi: apprehenfion refpeAing the probity of thefc 
Arabs. No fboner, however, were the animals eafed of their bur- 
thens, than their drivers confidered that they had executed their 
truft, and that whatever they could lay their hands on was fair 
game. This propenfity to theft, which is common to the Arabs ot 
every defcription, demanded on our fide the utmoft vigilance, as 
well during our marches as in the encampment, where the nodlur- 
nal robberies w'hich fo frequently occurred, were traced to the fame 
fource of Arabian rapacity. 

In the coiirfe of my narrative repeated mention has been made of 
the Tartars, who are entruffced with public difpatches. A certain 
number of thefe Tartars, under a Khan, or chief of their own nation, 
were conftantly Rationed with the army of the Grand Vizier, to 
receive his Highnefs’s commands, and to proceed on the different 
miffions which the public bufinefs might require. They are dif- 
patched in this way, not only from the armies, but from the capital, 
to every part of the Ottoman dominions, and arc as quiet and well 
behaved, as they are remarkable for their fidelity. Inftead of a tur- 
ban, they wear a yellow calpack, round the inferior part of which 
is a broad band of black cloth. They are a Rrong and hardy race, 
capable of enduring the greatefl fatigues, and perform their journies 
with remarkable celerity, feldom or never fleeping on the route. 
They are provided with a firman, or order, which enables them, in 
the towns through which they pafs, to make requifitions for horfes, 
and whatever befides may be neceffary for their further progrefs j 

■ ' , . 11 a . 
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and with thefe de-mands the governors, rnaglftrates,' and others, are 
bound ftridtly to comply. 

The Vizier was, as well as feveral of bis principal officers, attended 
by a defcription of guards of honour, ftyled boftangis, a word which 
in its literal fenfe, implies gardeners. At ConRantinople they are 
very numerous, and form the body guard of the Sultan, whofe barge 
is entrufted to their management whenever there is a public procef- 
fion by water. Their chief, the Boftangi Baflri, holds an appoint- 
ment o;f great truft, being in veiled not only with the civil jurifdic- 
tion of the Seraglio, but alfo with that of the villages on each fide 

the Bofphorus. 

I &all dole thefe details by a few general remarks on the Turks, 
more particularly as far as regards their military charader. 

That the Turks poffefs a confiderable lhare of perfonal courage is 
beyond a doubt : it is therefore to he lamented, that this quality 
•jfliould he rendered ufelels, or even pernicious, by the fuperftition 
into which they are plunged, as well as by all the radical vices of 
their government. They are hardy, temperate, patient under, afflic- 
tions, and upright in their dealings. jEfaving been accuRomed from 
an .early age to an abRcniious mode of living and inured to hard- 
fhips, thofe of the inferior clafies are well calculated for a military 
life. Their cuftomary diet confijfts of a fmall portion of bread or 
bifbnit, with a fbanty allowance of cjheeie, onions, olives, and oil, 
whenever eijdaer or aiiy, thefe articles can he procured. It occurs 
but leldom that they can gratify tbemlelves by an indulgence in 
anifijal fflbd ; ?nd jp fu§h caf?^ they 4re very fond of a pilaw, cw- 
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filling of a ftrong gravy made from mutton, fowls, &c. in which a 
proportion of boiled rice is Hewed. This luxury, however, but fel- 
dom falls to the lot of the military by whom the Turlcifla ranks are 
filled, and w’ho have recourfe to other and lets coffcly gratifications, 
the principal of which are coffee and tobacco. The former they 
drink in as ff rong an inlufion as poffible ; and to the ufe of the latter 
they are fo much addided, that the pipe is the infeparable companion 
of many of the women even among the lower ranks of the Turks.' 
Wine being prohibited by the Koran, the ufual beverage of every 
dais of Muffulmen is w’ater ; but whenever they can prevail on 
themlelves to overcome their religious fcruples fo far as to indulge 
in the ufe of wine or fpirits, they fwallow them fo copioufly, and 
with fuch eagemefs, that, in the intoxication which follow's, they 
become noily and rbtous in the extreme. 

The game of chefs, which is not prohibited like gambling with 
cards or dice, is one of their amufements in the camp, as well as in 
the towns. They are like wile very fond of finging, which is gene- 
rally performed in a harfli and difeordant tone, without any modu- 
lation of the voice. - 

In addition to his Icanty allowance of bread, or bilcuit and rice 
(and of barley for his hbrfc, if belonging to the cavalry), the Turkifh 
foldier is allowed from five to ten afper«, that is, from a penny to 
, two-pence hinglifli, per day. With this wretched ftipend he is 
obliged to fiipply himfelf with tobacco, coffee, onions, olives, 

, When fick, he has little to exped from medical Ikill or attendance, 
and can place as fmall ,a dependence on the admipiffratic^ of the 
neceffaiy remedies, which are ?eiy rarely fnpplied combat hk 
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difeafe. I was acquainted with four furgeons belonging to the army 
of the Grand Vizier, three of whom were Italians, whofe practice 
was chiefly confined to the pachas and commanders of the different 
corps. They fell vidims to their profeffional duties. The fourth 
was a Turk, whofe fhill in medical fcience correfponded with that 
of the greater part of his countrymen who had embraced the fame 
purfuit. 

As well in camp as in every other fituation, the Turks attend 
regularly to their prayers five times in the courfe of the day, at fun- 
nfe, at nine in the morning, at noon, at four in the afternoon, or 
two hours before fun-fet, and at the fetting of the fun. Before each 
prayer they invariably wafh their feet, hands, and face, and having 
Ipread their little carpet in the tent, make their proftrations, and go 
through their devout exercifes. After their fecond prayer, at nine 
in the morning, they breakfaft ; and delay their dinner until the 
laft,'or fun-fet prayer has been repeated. Thefe are the only meals 
of the lower claffes of the Turks. 

The Seis, or Arab groom, is generally preferred by the Turks, on 
account of his fkill and addrefs in the management of horles. A 
portrait of one of thefe grooms will be found in Plate XV. The 
Turks themfelves are, however, little inferior to the Arabs in this 
qu^cation, and pay a particular attention to the animals entrufted 
to TOeir care, the bodies of which are conftantly covered either with 
a thick cloth to defend them from the weather and from the bites 
ofinfedrs, or with the faddle. Whether in the liable, or without 
door at picket, the horfes of the Turkifh cavalry are kept clofely 
girthed, and fettered or tethered, and equipped at all points for fervice. 
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It is by no means uncuftomary to fee a Turk on horfcback ride 
full fpeed up to another who is alfo mounted, and having difcharged 
his piftol in the air, fuddenly ftop his horfe. He does this as a very 
high compliment, and to evince not only his own Ikill in horfeman- 
Ihip, but the confidence he repofes in his horfe, over whom he has a 
perfed command. This mode of paying a compliment is certainly 
calculated to excite a confiderable degree of alarm and apprehenfion 
in a ftranger who witnefifes it for the firll time, and it may be at- 
tended with fome danger to one who is not very perfed in horfe- 
manfhip. 

Notwithdanding the precepts of their exclufive religion have ren- 
dered this nation haughty and imperious, many of the Turks of a 
diftinguifhed rank difplay, in their focial intercourfe, great urbanity 
and courtefy of manners^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 


KAiSRATira RESUMED BREAKING UP OE THE CAMP AT JAFFA MARCH 

ep THE ARMY NEW ENCAMPMENT— ACCOUNT OF GENERAL MUSTA- 

PHA, ALIAS CAMPBELL— SINGULAR FACT RELATIVE TO THE PLAGUE 

COMMUNICATED BY GENERAL MUSTAPHA SEVERAL DEATHS BY THE 

PLAGUE ROCK WHERE SAMSON WAS SURPRISED BY THE PHILISTINES 

EKRON A.SHDOD— ASKALON— RAMAH OP GILEAD PREPARATIONS 

FOR MARCri— ORDER OF THE MARCH— NEW ENCAMPMENT NEAR ESDAL, 
OR ESHTAOL— ARAB VILLAGES— ASHDOD, OR AZOTUS— PROGRESS OP 
THE ARI.JY— COUNTRY ROUND ASCALON DESCRIBED— DEARTH OP CORN 

IN THE CAMP ^MARCH TOWARDS GAZA ^ENCAMPMENT NEAR GAZA 

VISIT TO THAT PLACE PORCH OP WHICH SAMSON CARRIED AWAY THE 

GATES PLACE OF HIS DEATH DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY AND SUB- 

URBS OF GAZA— PORT OP GAZA— DELIGHTFUL GARDENS- ANTELOPES 

aUAILS JACKALLS STRONG DETACHMENTS SENT PROM THE VI- 

ZIEk’s army FOR THE PURPOSE OP ACTIVE OPERATIONS— SUCCESSFUL 
PROGRESS OF THE BRITISH ARMY IN EGYPT— SCAB CITY OP SPECIE IN 

THE OTTOMAN ARMY— MARCH OP THE ARMY DIFFICULTIES OP THE 

MARCH ENCAMPMENT AT KAHNYOUNES — FURTHER MARCH OP THE 
OTTOMAN ARMY ENTRANCE INTO AFRICA ENCAMPMENT IN THE DE- 

SERT-MARCH OVER THE DESERT-ARRIVAL AT EL-ARISH— REGULA- 
TIONS OF THE GRAND VIZIER ARRIVAL OP FRESH TROOPS— DETACH- 

MENT SENT OFF TOWARDS SALAHIEH— SERIOUS DISAGREEMENT IN THE 

TURKISH CAMP STOES4 IN THE DESERT DEFICIENCY OP PROVENDER 

KAMPSIN WIND CASUAL SUPPLY INTERCEPTED BY BEDOUIN ARABS - 

arrival in camp OP A FRENCH DESERTER— LOSS OP CAMELS— EMBAR- 
KATION OF CIVIL ARTIFICERS FOR TINEH MARCH. PROM EL-ARISH 

CROSSING the desert— encampment AT BARRAHCAT— MARCH ACROSS 
THE DESERT TO THE AH— ENCAMPMENT THERE— MARCH TO BIR-DENE- 
DAE OVERFLOWINGS OF THE NILE — ENCAMPMENT AT KANTARA 
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MARCH INTO SALAHIEH CURIOUS HUTS INHABITED BY ARABS PLIGHT 

OP THE FRENCH PROM SALAHIEH PORTRESS OP SALAHIEH DEBILITY 

OCCASIONED BY THE KAMPSIN WIND INHABITANTS OP EGYPT 

MARCH TO KORIN VILLAGE OP KORIN— PRECIOUS STONES— EGYPTIAN 

PARTRIDGES— FLOCKS OP DOVES — BELBEIS— MODE OF GETTING IN 

COEN IN EGYPT— OPPRESSIVE HEAT APPEARANCE OP THE ENEMY— 

TAKER PACHA DETACHED IN PURSUIT ACTION BETWEEN THE FRENCH 

AND TAKER PACHA, IN WHICH THE FORMER WERE DEFEATED ILL 

STATE OP DISCIPLINE IN THE TURKISH ARMY SACKARS MARCH 

PROM BELBEIS TO MESHTOULE ENCAMPMENT ON THE NILE WATER 

OP THE NILE THE DELTA ARRIVAL OP GENERAL HUTCHINSON IN 

THE vizier’s CAMP DISEASES IN THE TURKISH CAMP MARCH TO 

DAGONA GREAT PYRAMIDS OP GIZA DISEASES IN THE BRITISH ARMY 

MARCH TO SHELLACAN NEW ENCAMPMENT ON THE BANKS OF THE 

NILE ARMISTICE AGREED ON WITH THE FRENCH FORT SHOULKOUSKl 

AND THE PYRAMIDS OP GIZA SURRENDERED CONVENTION AGREED 

UPON HELIOPOLIS CLOUDS OP DUST — BRITISH TROOPS TAKE POS- 
SESSION OP CAIRO DESCRIPTION OF CAIRO CITADEL — GRAND AOUE- 

DUCT — BATHS — THE MEKIAS, OR NILOMETER. 

I interrupted my narrative to enter on the preceding 
digreffions, I ftated, that the fteps preparatory to the march 
of the Turkifh army had been taken on the 24th of February. At 
eight in the morning of the 25th this event was announced by the 
found of the trumpet, the fignal to ftrike tents; and at half paft 
eleven three guns having been fired in the front of the Vizier’s tent 
as a fignal of departure, the whole of the Ottoman troops who com- 
pofed his Highnefs’s army, with the exception of thofe who had 
been fent off on the preceding days, were put in motion. Their 
effedlive force might, on a near calculation, amount to about twelve 
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fhoufand men, confifting of Topgis, or cannonlers, Janiffaries, Ar- 
nauts, Mamelukes, Dehlis, Afiatlcs, Tartars, Mograbians, Avarees, 
and Bedouin Arabs. His Britannic Majeffcj’s military miffion 
marched with the Grand Vizier, Reis Effendi, and other Rate 
olScers. This movement, which was to be confidered as the com- 
mencement of the adive operations of our Ottoman friends and 
allies, prefented a feene truly novel and intereffing. Previoufly to 
the departure of the troops, the Grand Vizier fent forward a pacha 
with one of his tails, which was planted on the fpot deftined for his 
Highnefs’s own particular encampment, and that of the Rate ofEcers. 
Within the compals of this Ipot the ground of encampment for the 
Britifh military miffion was invariably to be included. 

We reached the new ground of encampment at a little before 
three in the afternoon. It was fituated near the village of Yebna, 
and about twelve miles dffiant from Jaffa, in a fine open plain fur- 
rounded by hills, and covered with herbage which was highly ac- 
ceptable to the half famiffied cattle. A rivulet formed by the late 
rains fupplied us with excellent water. 

The Vizier s tent was known exteriorly by two gilt balls placed 
on the extremities of the tent poles ; and near to it was difplayed a 
large white flag, having on it an ihfeription in Arabic charaders. 
The troops pitched their tents promifeuoufly, round thofe of their 
reIpeS:ive pachas or chiefs, whofe pofts in the encampment had been 
marked out by the pacha fent forward with the Vizier’s tail. The 
duties of this officer are very fimilar to thofe of our quarter- mafter- 
general. On the march, the bands belonging to the Vizier, Kia Bey, 
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and feveral of the principal pachas, occafionally ftruck up a martial 
air of mufic. The Topgis, with their artillery, were diftributed, 
and attached to the moft diftinguilhed of the pachas ; and no cir- 
cumftance was omitted which could give an air of grandeur to this 
military Ipedracle. 

In the evening Captain Skipfey, of his Majefty’s floop .of war the 
Termagant, which we had deferied in the morning off Jaffa, prior 
to our leaving the old ground of encampment, reached our new ffa- 
tion, with difpatches from Admiral Lord Keith, and Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie, to the Grand Vizier and Reis Effcndi. He quitted us on 
the following day with a part of the .difpatches with which he was 
charged in reply, to repair to Jaffa, and wait there till the enfuing 
morning for thofe which were not yet in readinefs to be forwarded. 
Previoufly to his departure from the encampment, Captain Skipfey 
was, by order of his Highnels the Vizier, invefted with a pelice. 

A detachment of Albanians, about fix hundred firrong, arrived In 
the camp on the 20th ; and on the enfuing day General Muftapha, 
alias Campbell, reached us with dilpatches from Sir S}fdney Smith. 
The general, who is by birth a Scotchman, had refided upwards of 
fifty years in Turkey, where he had embraced the Mahomedan reli- 
gion, and had, by gradual promotions, attained the rank of Cumba- 
ragi Bafhi, or general of bombardiers, in the Turkifh army. An 
implicit confidence having been repofed in bis talents and fidelity, 
he was, in his early career, entmfted, with the fuperintendance and 
conftrudlion of the military works in the Turkifh empire, feveral of 
which, executed under his diredlion, are ftill in exiftence. At the 
time of this vifit to the Turkifli camp he was betweerl fewenty and 
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eighty years of age, and appeared to be well informed, and to have 
received a poliflred education. He had been repeatedly attacked by 
the plague, relative to which difeafe he communicated to me a fm- 
gular faft that had come within his knowledge. A female Circaffian 
Have of great beauty w^as attacked by the plague, and funk under the 
complaint ; while her mafter, who had ftill continued an intercourfe 
with her during her illnefs, efcaped the infedion. From this and 
other fimilar cafes which have been recited to me, it w^ould appear, 
that a certain fufeeptibility is neceflary to the reception of the dif- 
eafe, or, in other words, that its contagious adion is relifted by a 
certain date and condition of the body. Could this particular date 
of the temperament be fo well afeertained as to be produced by the 
means of art, the contagion might be effedually refided, and its 
deleterious effeds completely prevented. I may perhaps be thought 
too fanguine when I indulge in a hope, that this difeovery, fo effen- 
tial to the happinefs of mankind, or fome other of paramount effi- 
cacy, will one day be brought to light. 

A letter, dated at El-Ariffi, was received on the 28th from Captain 
Lacey, by which it appeared that the plague dill continued to rage 
in the encampment at that place. We dill continued healthy in 
our camp. Captain Lacey’s fervant differed under an attack of 
malignant fever. 

On the fame day the fix hundred Albanians, who had joined the 
Vizier s camp on the 26th, quitted it abruptly, and direded their 
route towards Acre. This defedion was fuppofed to have been 
occafioned by the want of money and provifions at our encampment 
On the id of March an Arab was fent off to the Red Sea with 
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(lifpatches from Colonel Holloway. Intelligence was received of 
the death ot HaiTan Be}? Djadavi, a Mameluke from whofe zeal and 
enterprifing fpirit the Grand Vizier and Ottoman minifters had 
formed the highefl expedlations. He was deftined to command the 
adyanced body of the Turkifli army, and was fucceeded in this ap- 
pointment by Taher Pacha, an Albanian. Haffan Bey funk under 
an attack of plague. 

During the night there was a violent gale, accompanied by thun- 
der, lightning, and heavy fliowers, which obliged the New Adven- 
ture tranfport once more to quit the road of Jaffa, and feek refuge 
at Caiffa. This tempeftuous weather continued for feverai fucceed- 
ing days without interruption. 

On the 3d one of the Vizier’s favourite attendants was attacked 
by plague, and died before midnight. The caufe of contagion was 
traced to a pelice which had belonged to an individual recently cut 
off by this difeafe, having been given him to wear. 

On the morning of the 4th an account w'as brought to us of the 
death of artificer Conway, Captain Lacey’s fervant, at El-Arifli. A. 
letter was like wife received from Jaffa, with the particulars of the 
death of Mrs. Comfort, one of the womeir who accompanied the 
million, and who expired on the preceding evening, after a llaort ill- 
nefs of thirty-fix hours. As feverai of the lymptoms of her attack 
gave rife to fiilpicions of plague, I inftantly tranfinitted to Jaffa the- 
neceifary diredlions for the fecurity of the party of women and chil- 
dren at that place, recommending the ufe of the oily fridlions, and. 
the other means I have already deferibed. 
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Intelligence was brought to us on the 5th, that the plague had 
made fuch ravages at Cairo as to have obliged the enemy to abandon 
the town, and pitch their tents withoutfide the walls. We learned 
alfo that this terrible fcourge continued to rage with great violence 
at El-Arifh, where a Pacha, together with feveral of the Mamelukes, 
and Ragio, dragoman to Captain Lacey, had been recently attacked. 
In confequence of the fuppuration of the peftilential tumors, fome 
hope of the latter was entertained. 

I made a little excurfion on the morning of the 7th to Yebna, 
fituated on a hill, about two or three miles to the fouth-eaft of the 
encampment. It is conjedured that the rock Etam, where Samfon 
was furprifed by the Philiftines, was at no remote diftance from this 
town. 

On the 8th I rode to the fummit of a lofty hill, fituated to the 
north-eaft of the camp, whence there was a very extenfive and pleaf- 
ing view of Ramla, diftant in that diredion about five miles ; and 
to the foUth-eaft a fine view of the plains covered with rich paf- 
turage. On doping hills of an ealy aiccnt, by which the plains were 
bordered, Yebna, Ekron, Alhdod, and Afcalon, all of them places of 
celebrity in the records of the facred writings, were in fight. Having 
now reached the land of the Philiftines, every furroundihg fpot was 
the feene of interefting recolledions. Eamla, the ancient Ramah, 
was the abode of Samuel ; and the giant Goliath, flain by David, was 
of Gath, fituated to the eaft of Afhdod. In the valley of Ekron the 
children of Ifrael and the men of Judah took up arms, and purfiued 
the Philiftines to the gates of the city. When David was perfeented 
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by Saul, he fled to Gath, where, as well as with Samuel at Ramah, 
he found flielter and hofpitality. 

Intelligence was received at this time from Ei-Arifli, that Ifmael 
Pacha, the commander in chief of the encampment there, having 
been attacked by a fudden fit of vomiting, had been carried off either 
by plague or poifon. He was at an advanced period of life, having- 
attained his fixtieth year, was brave, and not defiitute of information. 
He laboured under a fufpicion of being difafleffcd to the Turkifli 
government, on which account he had fpent a confiderable time 
under the moR alarming terrors and apprehcnfions ; infomuch that 
he had been known to fhift his pofition in his tent feveral times in 
the courfe of a finglc night, from a dread of aflaffination. In general 
the plague had confiderably abated of its violence at El-Arifh. 

Colonel Holloway had recently had feveral conferences with the 
Grand Vizier, with a view to recommend to his Highnefs, and in- 
deed to urge him with all due earneftnefs, to advance with his army 
towards Grand Cairo. The effedl of thefe felicitations was, that on 
the 9th in the morning the Janiflaries, together with feveral fmall 
detachments, marched forward. On the fame -day feveral Tartars 
arrived with treafure and other fupplies from Conftantinople, haying 
palled through Acre on their route. From this circumftance it ap- 
peared that our further progrefs would not be long delayed. 

A corps of Dehlis, amounting to about four hundred and fifty, 
arrived at the encampment on the 10th from Acre. They formed 
Q part of the five thoiifand troops promifed by Djezzar Pacha, who 
now manifefied his intention to co-operate ftrenuoufly with the 
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•combined Britifli and Turkifli forces againffc the common enemy. 
There being a fcarclty of barley in the camp, the rations for our 
horfes were dimlnilhed. The artillery was this day fent forw^ard, 
and three days provifions iffued to th^ army, with a notice to be in 
readinefs to march on the following morning. To announce the 
inarch of the Vizier’s army, feveral Chaoufes rode through every 
part of the encampment, proclaiming at intervals that at fuch an 
■hour the Sadre Azhim, or Grand Vizier, would move his camp to 
fuch a fpot. 

Owing to the unfettled Rate of the weather, and the bad roads, 
which prevented the guns from being carried forward, the artillery 
■were, on the 1 1 th, ordered to halt, and the march of the army poft- 
poned until the enfuing day. In the mean time the Vizier fent 
advanced detachments to repair the roads. 

On the 12th, at fun-rife, the trumpet was founded as a notice to 
march, and the camels, with the tents, baggage, and camp equipage, 
fent forward. The order of the march, on our quitting the ground 
of encampment at eleven o’clock, was as follows : The troops being 
ftationed in front, "were followed by his Highnefs’s tartavan, or 
Turkifh palankin, with nine led horfes, the Vizier, being furrounded 
by his guards, mufic, and attendants. Next came the tartavan of 
the Kai Bey, and feven led horfes, with his Excellency, guards, mufic, 
and attendants. The tartavan of the Reis Effendi followed, together 
with five led horfes, his Excellency, guards, and attendants. The 
Britifh military miffion fucceeded; and the rear was brought up- by 
the tartavan of the Tefterdar, and, five, led horfes, with his Excel- 
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lency, guards, and attendants. The military treafures are invariably 
carried v^ith the Tefterdar. 

The heavy rains which fell on our marching off the ground in- 
commoded us not a little, and occafioned many difaftefs to the bag- 
gage and tents. After having proceeded about twelve miles, in the 
performance of which the rains continued with little interruption, 
we reached, at five in the afternoon, a fine level country, which had 
been rendered fwampy by the long continuance of wet weather ; 
and encamped near a river, having over it a remarkably wide bridge. 
To the fouth of us, on a hill diftant about three miles, was fituated 
a village which the Arabs call Efdad, probably what was called 
Eflitaol in the fcriptural writings. During the whole of this day’s 
march we fkirted the fandy hillocks near the fea Ihore. 

We were informed that the Vizier would halt at our new ground 
of encampment until the 14 th, to give time to the camels and other 
animals, worn out with fatigue, to recover themfelves. In the event 
this proved to be abfolutely neceffary,' as a part of the tents and bag- 
gage had been either dropped or left on the road, and did not reach 
the ground until that day. In the mean time both officers and men 
fuffered confiderably from the want of their tents. The difficulties 
by which the march was attended will be conceived when I Rate 
that in the performance of it no left tharj two hundred and ten 
camels perifhed. 

On the 1 3th we had fufficient leifure to look about us, and per- 
ceived that Icveral fmall Arab villages were fituated on the neigh- 
bouring eminences. They' were inhabited by the cl^ of Fellahs, 
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<ot Arab hulbandmen, whom I have already defcribed, and who 
were for the greater part Mahomedans. They brought to the camp 
frefli butter of an excellent quality, and a kind of cheefe which rc- 
lembled our cream cheefe in England, together with eggs, milk, 
vegetables, and yourt, which they call Labban. The Bedouin Arabs 
tendered us alfo for fale kymaok of a good quality. 

An Ar-ab fheick arrived the above day from Salahieh, with a 
quantity of fine dates, and other prefents for the Vizier. 

The camels having been laden on the 14th at day-break, and 
every other preparation made for our (fcpaiture, we quitted the 
ground at eight o’clock. The morning. was uncommonly pleafant; 
and after an hour fpent very agreeably on the march, we paffcd 
t%ough Efdad, a wretched village, compofed of a few mud huts. In 
purfuing our route through a delightful country, we carhe to Afhdod, 
called by the Greeks Azotus, and under that name mentioned in the 
Afts of the Apoftles, a town of great antiquity, provided with two 
fmall entrance gates. In paffing through this place we faw fcverai 
fragments of columns, capitals, cornices, &c. of marble. Towards 
the centre is a handfome mofque, with, a beautiful minaret. By 
the Arab inhabitants Afhdod is entitled Mczdel; ‘Two miles to the 
foutb, on a hill, is a ruin, having in its centre a lofty column ftill 
ftanding entire. The delightful verdure of the furrounding plains, 
together with a great abundance of fine old olive-trees, rendered. the 
icene charmingly pidturefiiue. In the villages, tobacco, fruits, and ve- 
getables, are cnTciVamd stbuttdantlf^by fhe inhabitants ; and the fertile 
and extenfive plains yield an ample pmdnce of corn. At this time 
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tlie wheat was juft coming into ear, the harveft taking place fo early 
as towards the latter end of April, or beginning of May. 

In profecuting our .march, it was the cuftom to halt twice in the 
courfe of each day, when a fmall but convenient tent was pitched 
for his Highnefs the Vizier. On the firft of thefe halts he took his 
dinner, coffee, and other refrefliments. I neglefted to oblerve, that 
on the firft day’s march we partook of fruits and coffee with his 
Highnefs. He occafionally rode on horfeback, and at other times 
in his tartavan ; as was alfo the cafe with the principal officers of 
ftate, who, as well as their chief, avoided fulyefting themfelves to 
any confiderable degree of toil. The cuftomary rate of the march 
was about three miles an hour ; and agreeably to this progrefs the 
diftance of any place which lay before us was calculated by the 
Turks, who reckon not by leagues, but by hours. After a pleafant 
march of fixteen miles, we reached, at five o’clock, the ground deft 
tined for our evening’s halt, and encamped near a river which fup-f 
plied us with excellent water, and which was provided with a bridge 
of ftone. In this river tradition reports that Dirce, the divinity 
worlhipped at Afcalon, was, in bathing herfelf, metamorphofed into 
afifti. Afcalon was diftant from us about three miles, in the direc- 
tion of the fea-lhore. The Britifh military miffion oetupied an 
eminence ; and in the valley beneath the Turks fixed theit encamp- 
ment. The river, after taking leveral windings, appeared to empty 
itfelf into a valley to the weft ward, towards Aftalon. From the 
pofition V® had taken up we fclfe a commanding view of the 
rounding countjyy yvrhiGh was decorated with thefin^fti^eai^i ' As 
well as that through Tyhich we had recently psdled* it fj^feared to us 
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like an earthly paradife, when contrafted with the barren and Tandy 
hills in the vicinity of Jaffa, to the cheerlels aipedl of which we had 
been accuftomed for nearly nine months. The camp furrounded 
the ruins of an old village, called Mouta-moud, near to which were 
ieveral groups of fig-trees, whofe appearance announced them to be 
nearly as old as the ruinous buildings with which they were con- 
neded. The fertile plains which extended themfelves around us in 
every diredlion, afforded excellent pafture for cattle, and had received 
a new verdure from the late falls of rain, by w'hich the growth o£ 
the corn had been alfo much forwarded. There was To great a 
fcarcity of this effential objed of confumption in the camp, that the 
Vizier was under the neceffity of altering his plan, and of marching 
forward to Gaza the next morning. The unfortunate horfes, who 
had fuffered To much from the fatigues of the preceding marches, 
were left without barley, and were almoft in as deplorable a condi- 
tion as the camels, to whom the wet weather had been extremely 
unfavourable. The latter being accuffomed to the parching heats 
of the deferts, in which there is an almoft perpetual drought, fubfift 
there under circumftances which would fubjc^l other animals to 
perifh through hunger and thirft. .The climate of the deferts, for 
which they appear to have been formed, may therefore be ponfidered 
as natural to them; but they cannot endure raoifture, however 
hardy in other refpeifts, and powerful in fupporting the burdens with 
which they are charged. That their free and docile nature is much 
abufcd, was manifeftedon the routed Efiiad, the fecond day’s march* 

■when the roads were rendered almoft impraaicable by the- tpr^ents 

of ram whic|) poured down, and when, as I have already ftated. 
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a very confiderable number of thefe laborious and ufeful animals 
periflied. 

During the greater part of the night the Turks were occupied in 
preparing for their departure; and on the 15 th at day-break the 
camels were laden. Before we quitted the ground, I availed mylelf 
of the little leifure which was afforded me to make a fliort excurfion 
into the adjacent country. I rode to the fummit of a lofty hill, 
whence I faw to the north-eaft, at the diftance of a mile and a half 
from the camp, a populous village, the mofque of which was pro- 
vided with a minaret of confiderable elevation. The buildings of 
Afcalon were not perceptible ; but the olive-trees by which it was 
furrounded clearly announced its pofition near to the fea-fide. We 
were told by feveral of the inhabitants who came to the camp, that 
this place contained a great variety of fragments of columns, cor- 
nices, and other architedural ornaments of beautiful marble, which 
DJezzar Pacha had attempted to remove fome years before, but had 
been prevented by the inhabitants, who are exclufively of the race- 
of Arabs, and who manifefted, by their obftinacy on this occafion, 
the ftubbornnefs of their nation, rather than the value they attached 
to thefe fine veftiges of antiquity. 

The troops quitted the ground at half paft eight o’clock, and after 
a ftiort but agreeable march, halted within three miles of Gaza, the 
place where we were next to encamp, and which was nine miles 
diftant from the ground we had abandoned. The Turks took their 
cuftomary refrelhment ; and wd'^ere glad to follow their example 
during the fliOrt interval which the halt afforded. Our po^tufi^ was 

; 's''' " - 

on the edge of a very fine and «xtenfive pi aiu, adj^ehf ;ta which. 
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were feveral groves of olive-trees. We were there met by Captaia 
Lacey, who had quitted El-Arifli on the preceding day, and was 
accompanied by his interpreter Ragio, now in a Rate of recovery 
from his attack of the plague at Gaxa. 

In purluing our route towards Gaza, the view became Hill more 
interefting and agreeable, the groves of olive-trees extending from 
the place where we had halted to the town, in the front of which 
a fine avenue of thefe trees was planted, Gaza is fituated on an 

4 

eminence, and is rendered pidurefque by the number of fine mina- 
rets which rife majeftically above the buildings, and by the beautiful 
date-trees which are interlperfed. At half pafi: twelve o’clock we 
reached the ground deRined for our encampment, the Turks pitch- 
ing their tents in a plain to the eaftward of the town, at the diftance 
of about a mile from which we took our Ration on a commanding 
height. In approaching Gaza the road was crouded by male and 
female Arabs, the latter of whom welcomed his Higbnels the Vizier 
and the other Turkifh chiefs, by a moR unharmonious and fcreech- 
ing nolle. The troops which, had been fent forward fome time be- 
fore, were drawn up, and lined the road from the town to his 
.^Ilighnefs’s tent. 

It appeared to be the intention of the Vizier to make Ibme Ray 
on the prefent ground of encampment ; and as there was no barley 
in Rore td iffue to the camels, horfes, mules, and afles, thefe animals, 
the numb^of whom was now eRimated at no lefs than fifty thou- 
fand, were turned but ‘ to graze. ■ 

The hill on vtKlek the miflion encaniped interfered federal 
eiRtenfive plairrs, the foil of whichi being of a fuperi<n: vtbuld 
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have richly repaid the inhabitants for the labour of cultivation, had 
they bellowed on it an appropriate attention. They appeared, how- 
ever, to have been deterred from doing this by the recent vifit paid 
them by the French troops, as well as by the expedled arrival of the 
Turlcifh army, whofe prefence they had almoft equal reafon to dread. 
There was accordingly in thele plains but little appearance of culti- 
vation, at the fame time that every advantage was taken of the paf^ 
turage they afforded. Over their furface numerous flocks of fheep 
and herds of oxen were fcattered. The latter, like thofe we met 
with in every part of Syria, were fmall, their fize not exceeding that 
of an Alderney cow. 

So great was the fcarcity of barley in the camp, that, being under 
the neceffity of purchafing a fupply for ray horfe, I paid, in the cur- 
rency of the country, a fum nearly equal to feven Ihillings Englifh 
for a meafure containing about a gallon. 

On the 1 6 th I went to Gaza to fee Ragio, Captain Lacey’s inter- 
preter, and vifited the quarter inhabited by the Chriffians, who have, 
as well as every other religious feff, a particular diftridl affigned to 
them in each of the places where they refide. On entering the town 
to the eaftward, I. paffed through a fmall gateway, near to which it 
is recorded that Samfon acquired fb much celebrity by carrying off 
th? gates of the city, and where, having afterwards fallen into the 
hands of his enemies the Philiflines, he threw down a building, and 
buried beneath its ruins himfelf and three thoufand of his adverfaries. 

The fuburbs of Gaza are compofed of wretched mud ’huts; but 
withinfde tke town the buildings make a much better app^alibe 
than thofc we had naet with in Syria,; The Jfeeets am of 
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a moderate breadth. I went to the bazar to purchafe a few nccci” 
iary articles, but found it very indifferently fupplied. Many frag- 
ments of ftatues, columns, &c. of marble were feen in the walls and 
buildings in different parts of the town. 

In a valley lying to the eaft of the hill on which Gaza is lituated 
I afterwards vifited the ruins of a large molque, the walls of which 
were of a remarkable thicknefs. Over the entrance I obfervcd leve- 
ral pieces of Turkifh fculpture on free-ffone, in a good ffate of pre- 
fervation. Within the building feveral plain marble columns lay 
dilperled on the ground. According to a tradition maintained by 
the inhabitants of Gaza, they had been conveyed thither by a San- 
giac in the courfe of the laft century. To the eaftward of the town 
I perceived alfo the ruins of feveral works which had been blown up 
by the French at the time they took poffeffion of Gaza. During 
their flay there I was informed that the plague fwept off five hun- 
dred of their men. Their inroad into Syria was indeed marked by 
difafters of almoff every defcription, not lefs than twelve thoufand 
of their beft troops having, according to authentic accounts, perifhed 
either by the fiword,' by dileafc, by hunger, or by fatigue. ' 

When at Gaza I paid a vifit to the governor, hf whom I was very 
politely entertained. He was indifpoJfed, as was likhwile his Ion, 
who laboured under ophthalmia, a difeafe which I obferved to be 
very prevalent among the inhabitants, many of whom were led 

through the ffreets totally blind. ; , 

The fuburbs and environs of Gaza are rendered infinitely agree- 
able by a number, of large gardens, cultivated with the ni^ icare, 
which lie in a diredlion north and fputh of the town ; while>bthte 
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of the fame defcription run to a confiderable diftance weftward. The 
numerous plantations of olive and date-trees which are interfperled, 
contribute greatly to the pidurefque effed of the fcene exhibited by 
the furrounding plains. Thefe, on our arrival, were overfpread with 
flowers, the variegated colours of which difplayed every tint and 
every hue. Among thefe were the chryfanthemum, fcarlet ranun- 
culus, lupin, pheafant eye, tulip, china afler, dwarf iris, lentil, daify, 
&CC. all of them growing wild and abundantly, with the exception 
of the lupin, which was cultivated in patches regularly ploughed and 
flowed, with a view to colled the feeds, which the inhabitants em- 
ploy at their meals, more efpecially to thicken their ragouts. The 
flew corn fields which lay at a diftance difplayed the promife ofl a rich 
golden harvefl ; and the view of the fea, diflant about a league, tended 
to diverfify flill more the animated features of this luxuriant fcene. 

If a deficiency could be urged, not of the bounties which nature 
had bellowed, but arifing from the improvidence of the cultivators, 
it was that of the grafTes, which ought to have been fbwn from time 
to time to render the paflurage good and nourifhing for the cattle. 
In the flate, however, in which we found the plots flurrounding the 
encampment, our half famifbed beafls found fbme fblace and re- 
frefhment. 

From the eminence on which we had taken up our military fla- 
tion, we deferied in the evening a feil Handing off and on the coafl. 
^he being contrary, £he was Hill in fight, in nearly the fame 
fiti^lion,. m fhe nw^ng of flie 1 7th. We entertained a hope that 

fhe was twth want of which was much firft in l3te 

camp. 


M M 
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On the 1 8 th fcveral veffcls hove in fight, fleering from the north- 
ward ; and a meffenger, mounted on a hedgin, arrived in the camp, 
with the pleafing intelligence that the French had retired from Bcl- 
beis, after having blown up and deflroyed the works. 

In conlequence of a report circulated in the evening that an Eng- 
lilh frigate had been feen off El-Arifh, it was refolved to difpatch an 
. Englifh officer to that place, to receive any information with which 
Ihe might be charged for the Grand Vizier. There was now fbmc 
prolpedl of a fupply of corn, the veffels mentioned above having 
reached the port of Gaza from Jaffa, from which place an ample pro- 
vifion pf bread had alfo reached the camp by land. It was expedled 
that thefe fupplies would enable -the army to move forward without 
lofs of time. 

In making a morning s excurfion to the fea-ffiore, being attraded 
thither by the number of veflels which had hoven in fight, and for 
the arrival of which we fo anxioufly panted, I vifited the port or 
landing-place of Gaza, an open beach highly dangerous to boats 
attempting to land, more efpecially with cargoes, the great furf 
which conllantly beats on the fliore expofing them at every ittflant 
to the rifk of fwamping. Several fmall veffels, lad^^p with corn and 
provifions for the Turkiffi army, were lying off at anchor, apd fend- 
ing on fhore thefe fupplies in their boats. 

. My excurfion led me through the . delightful gardens of Gaza, 
wHch are very extenfive. They are filled, with a great variety of 
choice fruit-trees, fuch as the, fig, the mulberry, the pomegranate, 
the apricot, the peach, and the almond, together with a few Ipmon 
and orange-trees. There are alfo large fpots fet afide for the culti- 
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vation of tobacco ; and it being the feafon for the removal of the 
plants, the inhabitants were bufied in placing them in regular rows. 
The enclofures for the cultivation of this plant were fenced in with 
the prickly pear-tree. The Pharaoh fig-tree, a fpecies of lycamore, 
the fruit of which the inhabitants eat when ripe, was alfo cultivated. 

Within two miles of Gaza I paffed through a village, in which 
the cottages were a fuperior kind of mud huts, conftruded -of mud 
bricks baked in the fun, with a roof compofed of the trunks of large 
trees, covered with a thick layer of mud, which ferves for a garden. 
The common mallow, a vegetable which the inhabitants eat when 
boiled, and of which they are very fond, grew abundantly on thefe 
earth-clad roofs, the verdant furface of which would have prevented 
me from recognizing the village until I came clofe to it, had it not 
been for the minaret of the mofque, a certain indication of the exift- 
ence of buildings on the fpot. On my return in the afternoon I was 
told that a herd of antelopes were grazing on a hill adjacent to the 
encampment. Having engaged a party, we rode out witii our guns ; 
but the extraordinary fleetnefs of thefe animals foon eluded our pur- 
fiiit. We law large flocks of quails, which arc very abundant in 
this part of Syria, as are allb the jackals, by whofe lamentable bowl- 
ings we were nightly infefted in the camp. Probably thefe were the 
animals which Samfbn made tile of to deftroy the harvefls of the 
Philiftines. . , , 

Tho^neceflary arrangements were made on the 19th for the fu- 
ture progrefe and adlive operations of the Ottoman army, with a 
view to whieh'Mahpmed Pacha was appointed Serafkier, or com- 
mander of the troops under the Vizier ; and Taher Paqha nominated 

MM2 
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to the command of an advanced body of mounted Arnauts. Captain 
Lacey, with afmall detachment of the royal artillery and royal mili- 
tary artificers, was ordered to accompany Mahomed Pacha; and 
Captain Leake, of the royal artillery, allb at the head of a fmall de- 
tachment, was to accompany Taher Pacha. Thefe olficers, both 
Britilh and Turkifli, were furnifhed with inftrudlions, copies of 
which were relpedlively exchanged between the Grand Vizier and 
Colonel Holloway. Previoufly to his departure with Taher Pacha, 
Captain Leake was invefted with a pelice by order of the Vizier. 

A corps of about four hundred and fifty cavalry, lent' by Djezzar 
Pacha, arrived in the encampment at this time. The Grand Vizier 
detached two thoufand of his troops towards El-Arifh, for which 
deftination ^aher Pacha was to let out in the courle of a day or two. 

A dilcharge of cannon was made on the morning of the 20th, on 
the occafion of the appointment of Mahomed Pacha to the poll: and 
dignity of Seralkier. This event was allb proclaimed to every part 
of the Turkilh army. The Vizier Ihifted his tent to the centre of 
the eiicampments. 

• Further accounts were on the 2l{k brought to the camp, to cor- 
roborate the reports refpeding the landing and fuccefsful progrefs of 
the Bntilh troops in Egypt. On the following day Taher Pacha, 
accompanied by Captain Leake, of the royal artillery, and his de- 
tachment, let off lor El-Anlh with the advanced cavalry. 

In atifit vvhich I paid on the 23d to the Beis l^endi, who 
laboured under an ophthalmic comjdaint, his Excellency imparted 
to me the pleafing intelligence that the Turkilh troops were ia 

general very healthy, and that the plague had entirely cealfd its 
ravages. 
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On the 24th the weather was uncommonly ftormy and tempcf- 
tyous, inforauch that the torrents of rain which fell walked away 
the foil from around the tent-pegs, leaving many of the tents them- 
felves to fall to the ground. 

An Arab, who had left Salahieh three days before, brought advice 
on the 25 th, that -there were four hundred French only at that place. 
When the account of the landing of the Britilh was brought to 
General Regnier, he was at Belbeis, and inlfantly colIeAed his troops, 
amounting to about four thouland, and proceeded to Cairo. From 
the ftatement of this individual it appeared that the General was 
attacked on his route by the Arabs. 

' Such were at this time the embarralTments of the Turkilh army, 
^rom a fcarcity of fpecie for the payment of the troops, that the 
principal Ottoman officers were driven to the neceffity of fubfcrib- 
ing from three to five thoufand pialires each, to fumilh a momentary 
relief. 

A corps of cavalry, confifting of from five to fix hundred, arrived 
in the camp on the above day. The New Adventure tranlport was 
ordered to Alexandria with difpatches. In the evening a heavy firing 
was heard from the wellward. 

Orders were ifiued on the 2Cth for the army to advance ; but on 
the return of the perfons who had been lent forward to i!nlpe<9: the 
Rate of the roads, it appeared, that the waters from the late falls 
of rain -were lb much out as to oblige the Vizier to counterajd the 
orders he hid given. The Janiffaries, however, with the Top^, 
faftd their triiiffi of attiSery, were lent forward, to proceed to Kahny*- 
oanes, diRanfftom l|ie'’ep<^mptReHtabdM4-vV’el?e ; We had. 
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on the preceding evening, been fupplied with frefh camels, as a ftep 
preparatory to our march. They were of the Arabian breed, fmaller, 
and more Render than thofe commonly employed in Syria, but har- 
dier, and capable of enduring great fatigues. Sixty of thefe animals 
were attached to the Britifii miflSon, and, in confequence of a dif- 
pute which had arifen between one of our people and an Albanian, 
it was fettled that the Arab drivers fhould take charge of the bag- 
gage. 

In the evening difpatches from Sir Ralph Abercrombie and Ad- 
miral Lord Keith were brought to the Vizier. 

On the 28 th, at ten in the morning, the army began its march, 
the baggage having been fent off at a very early hour. Previoufly to 
our quitting the ground, further difpatches were received from Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie and Admiral Lord Keith, the contents of which 
the Vizier read and communicated at our firft halt. We were then 
fix miles diftant from Gaza, and had been obliged to crofs a river, 
formed by the late very abundant falls of rain, the waters of which 
were ib high, and the current fo flrong and impetuous, that the paf- 
fage was effeded by the army with great' difficulty, feveral of the 
camels, with the baggage, tents, &c. having had a very narrow 
efcape from dellrudion. The difpatches contained the glorious 
news of the fuccefs of the Britifh troops in Egypt fince their land- 
ing, detailing the capture of Aboukir, as well as pf the three adlions 
which had -terminated fo favourably to the Britifh arms, and in 
which the French had loft four thoufand men, comprehending that 
-of three of their igenerals. On. our reaching, at five in the afternepq, 
our new ground of encampment at Kahnyoanes,. the Verier fired a 
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royal falute of twenty-one guns, to celebrate the above events ; and 
in the evening, at fun-fet, we heard diftindly a difcharge of eleven 
guns, which appeared alfo to have been fired as a falute by the 
advanced troops. 

Our day’s march had been extremely pleafant ; and we now oc- 
cupied a dry and elevated ground, fiipplying us with excellent water.' 
Kahnyounes is a fmall village, fituated in a plain on the border of 
the defert. From the rifing ground on which the miffion was en- 
camped to the eaftward, it exhibited a very pleafing appearance, con- 
taining not only a handfbme mofque, but a ruinous caftle, which 
added greatly to the pidlurefque efFeil. The Turks had taken up 
their pofition dole to the village, the inhabitants of which are exclu- 
fively Arabs. The fine plains through which we had pafled this day, 
on our route thither, afforded excellent paflurage for cattle,' and 
contained a greater proportion of grafles and clover than I had feen 
in any other part of the country. 

At day-break of the 2Qth the fignal was made to march ; and by 
eight o’clock the whole of the army was in motion, with the mofi: 
favourable weather for its progrefs, and a fine refrefhing breeze from 
the- weftward, to add to the gaiety which the glad tidings we had 
received had dilFuIed over every countenance. Immediately on our 
quitting the village we entered on the defert, in ;^hich I obferved a 
fiirub, refembling our furze bufli, fhooting up at intervals from be- 
neatii the iknd. After a march of about two hours, ,we reached the 
boundary Separates Afia from Afrka. 

At thi§ pldq?, ft^d in the vicinity of a well, which pronM^d^ a 

mtd^ a halt, and.afteryyrards. |t>d© l^twecn 
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two columns of Egyptian granite, ere<5led there, we were told, to 
mark dlllindly the limits which define each of thefe quarters of the 
globe. Several portions of the fame material lay fcattered on the 
ground, apparently connedied in pafl: ages with buildings eredted on 
the fpot. 

Our late march was not fij dreary and unplealant as we had reafon 
to apprehend ; but we were told that the defert, in proportion as 
we ftiould penetrate Hill further, would affume a more difmal and 
folitary alpedt. At one o’clock we arrived at a place called by the 
Arabs Zaca, or Sheick Sahwych, diftant about fixteen miles from 
Kahnyouries, where, for the firfl: time, we pitdied our tents in a 
defert. We could not complain of the quality of the water we met 
with, notwithftanding it was blended with a confiderabie portion of 
fand. We faw the holes, which were ftili open, faid to be dug by 
the French for' their corn magazines. The defert exhibited an ap- 
pearance fuificiently barren ; but we contrived to pick up a few 
Ihrubs for the purpofe of cooking. Barley was IHH fo fcarce in the 
capip, that It fold at two, piaftres and a half, nearly four fliillings 
Englifli the feed , - ' . . 

We left Zaca at feven in the morning of the 30th, in the midft 
of a thick fog, which was. extremely dilagreeable, and the more fo 
*.as our tents and baggage had been fent forward very early, infomuch 
.that we could neither foift ourfolves, nor procure any Ihelter on our 
halts., ’ Onr fniall party, hitherto unprovided with horfes, fuSered 
greatly from the intenfe beat, as well as &om the fatigue* nece&% 
attendant cm a’lPW^h'.moer^ the heavy, fatids* .'The ,vt'«'iiot 
^.,iW0ncer^e4 #e<aal»r of.theTufieriiigt t&: wltidh-the 
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thus expofed, and promifed to furniih them, on the fubfequeut 
marches, either with horfes or camels. After a march of nearly fix- 
teen miles, we arrived at El-Arifh at one o’clock. In approaching 
the encampment before that place, the Grand Vizier was met by 
Taher Pacha, at the head of a large party of the troops, who had 
been marched out for that purpofe. We pitched our tents oa 
a barren fand, at the diftance of about half a mile from the fea-fliore, 
to the north of the fortreli. Several veiTels were lying at anchor, 
and their crews employed in landing the cargoes of provihons, bar- 
ley,.&c. At El-Arifh the barley was fold at forty paras the meafurc. 
The Turhilh Ihips of w^ar, lately arrived from Aboukir, were alfo 
lying off the port. 


The troops encamped at El-Arifti were healthy, having had no 
appearance of plague among them for the laft fortnight. Shortly 
after our arrival, I vifited Taher Pacha, with whom I took coffee, 
and who fent to our camp ready dreded provifions, which were 
highly acceptable. We were fupplied with excellent water, fur- 
nilhed by the late beav}^ rains which had fallen on the mountains. 
The profpcdl of the country around us, the furface of which was 
almoft entirely fand, with here and there a few fmali fhrubs growing 
in tufts, Was wretched and dreary. The village of El- Arifh, near 


4;o; thp ruins. of which a fort vyas d;ill ffandipg, had bpen <;Ieffroyed by 
th^ French, wh-p had, whop they Raptured the place, cut down nearly 
the wljole of the date- trees by which it. ornamented. .It was 
fipaated ’at diftance, of tyvo miles and a half from the fe,a.,^;!ptur 


camp w^s fopp|ipd with oranges, lemons, raifins> dripdjg^^® 
, fruits, ..brougjht , t^tdhaptr.vf^els^.frppi 
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of which was extravagantly high. With the exception of onions, 
no vegetables were to be obtained. 

• The Vizier took meafures, on the Sift, for the fpeedy departure 
of the army from the ground it then occupied. According to the 
arrangements which had been made at Gaza the troops were in 
future to march in three divifions. 

In confequence of demands recently made by the Arnauts, who 
had had a meeting to debate on their grievances, refpeding the 
future fupply to be made to them of water, bifeuit, and barley, the 
Grand Vizier adopted the following regulations for the troops : In 
the firft place, that no other tents or baggage, except fuch as Ihould 
be found indilpenfably necelTary, Ihould be carried on the march. 
Secondly, that all fuch tents and baggage as Ihould be ufelefs at the 
moment, Ihould follow the army. And, laftly, that the camels 
Ihould be employed for the exprefs purpofe of carrying the water, 
barley, and bifeuit, together with fuch tents, and fuch a proportion 
of baggage as might be allowed to accompany the army. — I dreaded, 

I muft confefs, the confequences of thefe regulations to our people, 
who would thus be left without tents ^to Ihelter them from the elTedls 
of a hot and parching lun, and who were not, like the Turkiflh 
troops, inured to the climate, and accxiftomed to the privations to 
which the latter had been habituated from an early age. Under 
thefe circ'uraftances, which gave rife to bitter and diftrelEng reflec- 
tions, I lamented the nature of the lervice in which they were en- 
gaged, and the melancholy fituation in which I faw them plunged. 

Two thoufand five hundred troops arrived in camp on the even- 
mg of the above day. They confifted principally of . t|e ^ Arabs, 
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Avarees, wlio inhabit the eaftern defert, the weftern parts of which 
are occupied by the Mograbians. 

It was finally fettled on the ift of April, that a certain portion of 
the baggage and tents fliould be carried with the army ; and that 
the remainder fliould be left in the charge of a trufty and refponfiblc 
perfon, to follow its movements with all convenient difpatch. 

Taher Pacha, accompanied by Captain Leake, marched on the 
2d towards Salahieh, with three thoufand men, and three pieces of 
artillery. Summons to the garrifbns of Tineh and Salahieh wxrc 
delivered to Captain Leake by Colonel Holloway, under the autho- 
rity of the Grand Vizier. Mahomed Pacha arrived in the encamp- 
ment from Gaza, with three thoufand men, and four pieces of 
artillery. 

Much firing among the Turkilh troops was heard in the camp 
on the 3 d. If was occafioned by a violent dilputc between two 
companies of JanifTaries, the 37th and 65th, who, in the divifion of 
a quantity of barley which they had found and appropriated to them- 
felves, had come to hoftilitles. In this conflidl feveral of them were 
killed, and many others w'ounded. It happened that an Arnaut, who 
Was palling by during the affray, received a flight wound. This 
man made an immediate reprefen tation to his corps, that it was the 
intention of the Janiffaries to fall on and butcher the Arnaqts with- 
out diflindlion. The effedl of this mifrflatemfnt was, that the latter 
had recourfo to their arms, and were proceeding to the mofl: alarm- 
ing meafures, wliich were, however, fortunately prevented by tfie 
flrenuous interference of the principal Turkifli officers in camp. 

During the whoile of the morning it blew a yi.picn,|i,gdle^ , which 

‘ ,3Sr,IiE'2^ 
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railed in tlie air tremendous clouds of land, extremely Laraffing to- 
the eyes. At one o’clock there was a hail ftorm, accompanied by 
thunder and lightning. In the afternoon the violence of the wind 
vas not abated; but it was attended by heavy diowers, which im- 
peded the elevation of the lands : the impulhon they received was, 
however, fo great, that large hillocks were fuddenly formed in diffe- 
rent parts. The veflels were driven by the gak from El-Arifli, fo. 
as to fubjea: us to much eventual diftrefs. 

In the evening I rode to the fort, a fquare building provided with 
four tpwers, one at each of the angles. The Trench had begun two 
baftions, which they had not tirhe to f nifh ; and to thefe Major 
Bletchcr, of the royal engineers, made fome additions.' Originally, 

the fort flood in the centre of the village, which was now a heap 6f 
itiins. 

The high winds, and the drifting of the fands, co'ntinued to annoy 
us greatly on the 4th. On the following day there was not merely 
a fcarcity, but an abfolute want, of barky in the camp, infomuch 
that the horfes and other animals, deprived of pafturage fince our 
arrival at El-Arifh, were left without food. As the blowing weather 
rendered the return of the veffefs driven out to fea impraakabre, the 
Grand Vizier fent to Gaza, about fifty miles diftant, for a final! 
fupply of barley. 

Mahomed Pacha, with eight thoufand men, and five pieces of 
artilleiy, marched on the fame day. He was accompanied by Cap- 
tamHaccy, of tie royal engineers, who was inrefted, previonfly to 

his departure, with -a' pelke. • : > 

It was officially announced by the Reis Eftendi, iri the; 
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that the Vizier would march forward on the gth. His Excellency 
fent twelve horfes for the difmounted men belonging to the miffion. 

I was forry to learn from him that four cafes of plague had occurred 
on the preceding day in the camp. 

An Individual died of plague on the 6th, within fifty yards of our 
tents. The indiiferencc of the Turks to this diieafe was truly fiir- 
prifing. Ibrahim Bey was pofitively encamped on the burial ground 
of Ei-Arilh, where the bodies of teveral thoufands of perfons, w’ho 
had fallen vidlims to that difeafe during the courfe of the lafi: fix 
weeks, were interred, tiis own tent covered a part of the graves ! 

This being the fourth day our unfortunate horfes had pafled 
without food, we made a ftrong reprefentation in their behalf, in 
conlequence of which a finall proportion of damaged bifeuit-dufi: 
and decayed rice was Iffued to them. To fuch an extremity had 
thele animals been reduced by hunger, that they had eaten their 
halters, together wdth the dung, and whatever lay within their reach. 
Several of them, as well as many of the camels, had perilhed. Our 
own fituation, reduced as we were to bad bifeuit and water, was 
almoR as deplorable. 

Riley, the perfon who had been fent with difpatches, returned on 
the morning of the 7th. He had exchanged his dilpatches with 
an Englifli officer commanding a fchooner; but the veffel on board 
which he had embarked on his return, haVing been fiiipwrecked, 
thole he was entruRed to bring back were unfortunately loft. He 
reported, that the Capitan Pacha had reached Aboukir with ten ' 
thoufand nien ; but that Damietta was ffill in the pofTcffion 
French. 
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We were expofed on the Qth to a true kampfin. The heat and 
clofenefs of the air were fo extremely oppreffive, as to induce an 
extraordinary languor and faintnefs. The atmofpherc was hazy 
throughout ; and the wind blew on the body as if it had paffcd 
through the medium of a heated oven. During the continuance of 
this morbid Rate of the weather, it was from the fouth-eaft, fouth, 
and ibuth-weft. 

In the evening feveral velTels appeared off the coaft, but they could 
not come to anchor, on account of a fmart and unfavourable breeze 
frorn the fbuth-weft. In the mean time the Vizier received a fmall 
fupply of barley from Gaza. The party by which it was efcorted, 
had, on its return, been attacked by a band of Bedouin Arabs, who 
had taken feveral of the mules, and killed one of the people. 

Five of the above velTels anchored on the 1 oth, and landed eight 
hundred Arnauts from Conftantinople, together with a fupply of 
corn, which was highly acceptable. 

Intelligence reached us on the 12th, that Salahieh had been taken 
pol^eflion of by Taber Pacha, and by the troops who had quitted the 
encampment a few days before. It appeared that on the approach 
of the Turkilh forces, the French, about five hundred Rrong, had 
made a precipitate retreat towards Cairo. Previoufly to their depar- 
ture, they had deRroyed the works in the interior of the place, and 
fet fire to the buildings. 

A French deferter, who came into camp, and furrendered himfelf 
to the Vizier, reported, that be had left Damietta four days before, 
having travelled alone,: and on foot, from Tineb, and remained dml 
mg three days without water. He reprefented the French at-Dami-’ 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


m 

etta as being in fucb critical circumftances, that they would rejoice 
at the approach of the Turkifh army, to furnifh them with a pretext 
for relinquifhing the place. 

A falute was fired in the camp on the occafion of the capture of 
Salahieh, an account of which was tranfmitted over land to the 
commander in chief of the Britifh forces. 

During the night we loft the greater part of the camels, together 
with their drivers, who had fled to the mountains. This unfortu- 
nate event was likely to fubjed the army to great riiks, and very 
ferious difficulties, fmce our fpeedy departure from El-Arifh was 
thus rendered impradicable. Detachments of cavalry were on the 
1 3th, fent off in their purfuit. Thus, with the above lofs, the occa- 
fional deprivation of provifions, the plague, and the frequent inteftine 
quarrels among the Turkifh foldiery, we were furrounded, in our 
forlorn fituation in the defert, by a train of threatening evils, among 
which may be enumerated, peftilence, and famine, and battle, and 
murder, and fudden death. 

Several veffels anchored in the road. It was reported that a part 
of thpfe which had been driven off by the late gales, had been 
wrecked on the adjacent coaft. 

A confiderable number of veffels laden with corn came to anchor 
en the 14th. To enable us to pafs the defert with greater eafe, it 
was determined to ftnd the fpare tents and heav|’ baggage by water 
to Tinehi For this purpofe eleven tents, and fuch of the baggage 
as was not ihdifpenfably neceffary to the miffion, were emb^ked oh 
board a Turkifh v^ffel bound to that place, together with gutter 
Fofter, and the i^hdle the civil artificets, whofe fb?vic€S';#Ottid 
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not be neceffary in the interim. Five tents only were retained for 
the party. The Vizier and principal Turkifli officers attended on 
the beach, to fuperintend the embarkation of the artillery and ftores 
deftined for Tineh, as well as to prevent any confufion which might 
refult from the landing of the barley. After fuch an interval of 
diftrels as had been experienced in the camp, it was natural to pre- 
fume that the troops would manifcft great impatience on the land- 
ing of the fupplies. 

The camels wfiich had been carried off by their drivers were ftili 
miffing. Two hundred, however, of thefc animals were brought iir 
on the , 15 th by a ffieick, who, after having received a handlbme 
prefent, fet off with his camels and people in the night; at which 
tirhe a hedgin, the'property of one of the dragomen belonging to the 
miffion, was ffolen. 

An Engllffi fehooner, commanded by Lieutenant Milne, arrived 
on the 17th, having on board Major Miffett, with difpatches. Wc 
learned through this channel that Major M'^Kerras, of the engineers, 
had been killed, and Major Fletcher made prilbncr, in a reconnoitring 
party on the Water, previoufly to the landing of the Britiffi |rmy. 
A French fleet with feven thoufand troops was ctpedled, at Alexan- 
dria from Toulon. L Africaine, one of the frigates belonging to 
this fleet, had been captured by the Englifb frigate the Phoebe, 
Captain Barlow. The Englifii, under the command of Colonel 
Spendef, and the Turks, with the Capitan Pacha, were before 
Bofetta, which was expected to fall very fpccdily. 

An overland dif|^t<ii to the two Britiffi commanders in ehjef was 
fent off by an Arabj and an brdet tranfmitted by the Vizier -.ffi 
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Mahomed Pacha, to fend a body of Turkifh cavalry to ad with 
the Britifh army. 

At fix in the morning of the 19th the trumpet was founded to 
prepare for the march. In confequence of the fcarcity of camels, 
the Vizier was to move forward with a part only of the Turkifh 
army. For the fame reafbn the party belonging to the miffion to 
march with the Vizier s detachment, was confined to Colonel Hoi* 
loway, Major Hope, Mr. Whiteman, fecretary, Mr. Pink, draughtf- 
man, myfelf, a ferjeant, and five men. The others were to follow 
with the remainder of the Turkifh army, as foon as beafts of burden 
could be procured. Strid orders were given to keep a watchful 
eye over the camel- drivers, in crpffing the defert, as there was apof- 
fibility of their deferting with their camels — a difafter which would 
expofe the whole of the army to the rifk of perifhing on its paffage. 

A view of El-Arifh, the flation we were about to quit, will be 
found in Plate XVI. 

The Vizier quitted the ground of encampment at noon ; and at 
three in the afternoon we followed. Prior to our departure. Major 
Mifiett embarked for Aboukir, with anfwers from the Vizier and 
Colonel Holloway to the difpatches with which he was charged. , 

After a very agreeable march of two hours along the fea-ihorc, we 
arrived at the wells of Meflbudieh,. .the place where the traveller 
takes his fupply of water, before he proceeds to crofs the remaining 
part of the, defert- Neither habitation nor inhabitant was to.be feep j 
nor was therd fo much as the appearance of brafb- wood, to divcrifj 
the furface of th^.arid^ fandg, , ^It<-.was writh'difficulty tha.'t:;;a!^'|e''’^^,|^j!ed'’' 
vegetables coul^ ''^ed'; together ito',hhat’ a, 

^ O' ,0 
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ging wells in the lands to the depth of two or three feet, water was, 
however, readily procured : and notwithftanding we were fb near 
to the fea-fhore, it was good and fweet. As the route from this 
Ration to Catieh occupies three days, in the courfe'of which no 
drinkable water can be procured, it was neceflary to make an appro- 
priate proviflon of this neceflary article ; and for this purpofe we 
were furnifhed with the fkins of goats properly prepared. The 
Camels and other animals were laden with biicuit, barley, and water, 
the three elTentials for the croffing of the defert. 

The Reis Effendi, who came up after us with the remainder of 
the Turkifh.army, informed us that when the troops commanded by 
Taher Pacha arrived at Salahieh, they purfued the enemy, feveral of 
whom they killed in their flight. Among the purfuers, there were 
fereral Moors, who were well mounted, and very expert in the ule 
of their fire-arms, which they difeharge with great efied when on 
full fpeed. Their chief was unfortunately killed in the attack. 

. 4't midnight oUr baggage was tent plF under an efcort ; and at fix 

in the morning of the 20th,; we proceeded on our route. At the 
expiration of two hours and a h^f we halted for three quarters of an 
hour ; and at half pafi: one reached ‘oVr new ground of cn^mpment, 
Barrahcat, where we immediately pitched our tents. This jfpot had 
been evidently the bed of a fait lake in pafl: ages, large quantities 
of niarine Ihelb lying fcattered on its flirface, together with much 
falinc mattef. ;We took the precatitiori to digivells ; but the water 
was fo fait and brackilh W to he, unfit for the cattle. On fubjeding 
it to an analyfis, I found It 'td Contain a large proportion pf eom^ 

&lt. 'The progrefs we' '-had made on this day’s marp&,'^ihhhtt^-hf^ 
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teen miles ; and in purfuing our route we were gratified by the view 
of the furprifing vifual deception, which the French term mirage, 
and which has been defcribed with great ingenuity by Monge, of 
the French National Inftitute. It is peculiar to the defert, and pre- 
fcnts the diftant appearance of water with fuch an air of truth and 
reality, that the lhadows of the camels who were in advance, feemed 
to be reflcdled on the apparent watery furface. To give a more 
extraordinary effedl'to the illufion, the bodies of thefe animals ap- 
peared to be narrowed and elongated upwards, fo as to give them 
the appearance of trunks of trees, the branches of which had been 
lopped off. The moffc elevated of the diftant fand hills reprefented 
light clouds ; while the fmaller ones appeared like fhips under a prefs 

beautiful lakes. This phenomenon -was more 
particularly apparent on the levels, which were in feme parts covered 
with a faline fubflance, finely cryflallized, and very fhining and bril- 
liant. 'A portion of this faline matter I colledted for future experi- 
ments. 

We left our ground on the 21 ft, at between three and four in the 
morning ; and, as it was not yet day-light, were preceded by guides 
carrying torches. We loft our way, notwithftandihg, and were de- 
tained for nearly two hours. During this day’s march we made two 
halts ; and at length, at half pali: fOiur in the afternbpri, reached our 
ground of encampment at JBiyj-ei-habt, after a very laborious and 
fatigping jm^tch, lOf .thhty mijes. ^ Great numbers of fkeletons of 
camels, hpn^s, ^nd other animals were fcattered 011 the route. , „The 
earlier part of our m.amh was tolerably agreeable, 
of ou| haying .'lofi:',,pn|.w|ay; had 

/,■ V' 
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to pafs over very heavy fands, and an uneven ground. The heat of 
the weather was at the fame time very oppreffive. We were, how- 
ever, enabled to procure a fupply of brackifli water for the cattle. 

In the evening the Topgis and Dehlis moved from the ground with 
their guns. 

I could diftinguilh the notes of the nightingale on our march : 
they were very Ihort, and much inferior to thofe oftL fame bird 

in England. Several plants and a few flowers were fcattered at 
intervals. 

At this time intelligence reached the encampment, that the ad- 
vanced Ottoman army was at Korin and Belbeis. 

We marched at fix in the morning of the 22d, and at noon reached 
Theah, diflant from Catieh about a mile an? a half. The route 
thither was veiy heavy and irregular, infomuch that to perform a 
diflance of fifteen miles we were under the neceflity of making two 
halts, In the vicinity of our encampment there were feverai fine 
date-trees. The wells in general contained good water ; but in one 
of'thein it was black and oftcnfive, like that whicl^ is procured at 
Harrowgate. The Turks airer^d that the French had throwi^ into 
it a quantity of gunpowder. ’ . ; 

On our route great numbers of carcafes were fcattered. We Were 
met by a meffengcr from Mahomed Pacha, who tranfmitted the in- 
formation that Tineh had been taken poffeffion of by a detachment 
of Tnrkifli caralry. In abandoning the above place, the French 
had left behind two gnns, and a quantity of barky', and other ftores. ' 
The two Pachas were ftiH at Belbdis and Korin, at the lattevof' 
which places, Recording to the contints of a letter fronjiefptain , : 
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Lacey, a great mortality, fuppofed to be occalioned by the plague, 
prevailed among the Turks. It was more probably, however, owing 
to conftant fatigues, and the want of a good nourilhing diet. 

The early part of the morning had been clouded over, which ren- 
dered the heat leis oppreffive ; but at ten o’clock, when we were 
within two hours march of our deftination, the heat fuddenly be- 
came fo extremely intenfe, that, to ufe a vulgar, but expreffive 
phrafe, we were literally broiled by the fun as we trod the fcorch- 
ing fands. The appearance of the defcrt was here, however, much 
improved : we met with feveral plants and flowers on our way, 
together with a few date-trees ; and in approaching Theah, found a 
greater proportion of green fhrubs than we had encountered in any 
other part of the defert. In feveral of the hollows there was a fuf- 
ficient degree of moifture to promote vegetation ; and in thefe fpots 
there is no doubt but that good water might be procured with little 
trouble. The numbers and varieties of the birds which were flying 
about them, were a firong evidence of the. truth of this obferva- 
tion. 

It appeared that a village had once flood on the fite of our encamp- 
ment, fragments of red bricks, &c. being flattered over the furface 
of the fands. In the Arabic language alfo, Theah implies' a village; 
but we could not diflover the vefliges of any . buildings. TJfe Wells 
wejre fltua.ted beneath agpupe of .fine date- trees. It was the inten- 
tion of thC’trizier to halt at this place for two days, to give time for 
the aftiileiT hnd flragglers to come up, as well as to allow ibme 
to 'his army,'>yS^feiibh('’had’l3,a4 harafling 
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be confidered as, the worft part of the defert, in confequence of the 
difficulty of procuring water after quitting the wells of Meffoudieh. 

A party of camels proceeded to Tineh in the evening, to bring 
back a further fupply of barley an^ bifcuit. They returned in the 
afternoon of the following day ; and in the evening Colonel Hollo- 
way font, with the authority of the Grand Vizier, a fummons to the 
fort of Lefbie at Damietta. It was conveyed by Mr. Pink, accom- 
panied by a Turkilh fecretary, provided by the Keis Effendi. The 
purport of the anfwer brought back was, that the French command- 
ant would not accept the terms held out to, him. 

I employed myfelf on the 24th in examining the waters I had 
colleded at the different places at which we had ftopped in our paf- 
fage through.the defert, and colleded therefiduous matter for future 
experiments. That which I had obtained from Tineh was of an 
excellent quality, and having been found in the bahn of the caftle 
evacuated by the French, I conjeaured it to have been brou^^ht froth 
the Nile. , , 

In the evening two hundred and fifty camels laden with barley 
arrived ftorp Mahomed Pacha. , By, ffiis opportunity letters were 
received from Captains Eacey and Leake., Taher Paefia had, ad Weft 
tw^o miles beyond Belbeis, : 

On the 25th we rofe at half paft two in the morning, and at 
three o’eldck the baggage moved off the, ground- .We. were, how- 
ever, detained mntil war-eight o’clock by forric, arrangemc.nts it was 
neceffary to mhke;^, fending Tirich; and. 

the interval which, ,el^ed ^^.heayi|y qn.om.hanfe,.; :tcn,'^ 

oelock we _ halted, for *^ewhed,,q,qr',,,g 3 ^^,n^^^^^ 
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encampment at Bir-denedar at two o’clock, after having performed 
a march of eighteen miles. There were feveral .date-trees on the 
ipot; and the red bricks which lay fcattered on the grounds indi- 
cated that it had been formerly covered by dwellings. The water 
which we found at this place was lalt, bitter, and of the worft qua- 
lity. The weather was extremely hot during our march, which, 
being over a rough and uneven ground, covered with deep and 
heavy fands, was performed with infinite fatigue. There was, how- 
ever, a greater abundance of ftirubs than we had met with on our 
preceding marches. Half an hour after we had quitted our late 
encampment, we pafled over a very rough piece of ground, which, 
being covered with large quantities of faline matter, appeared to 
have been a fiilt work. Several pits ■ in which the Illlt water had 
been left to evaporate, had been apparently dug out for that pur- 
pofe, and ftill contained a quantity of pure and white fak. Many of 
the date-trees in the vicinity of Catieh lay on the grouhd, having 
been cut down by the French for various purpofes on their retreat 
from Syria. 

Jn the courfe of the day’s march the, Vizier fent forward a party 
of Dchlis to prepare a caufeway over a river, which had formerly 
been provided with a capacious ftone bridge. To iirtpcd^ the pro- 
gress of the Ottoman army, the eneeny had down this bridge ; 

bntThe impediment w^g fwniembyed by Dehfis, who efiedied 
their phrptejfe itt.^t^ of a few' hbuts. The river had apparently 

been fotmed hy th? I^ile iii' its' periodical inundation. , ‘ ; ^ 

, ^ ^ fevin^he^ 
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the arrangements for the artillery, for which purpofe Major Hope 
gave feveral necelTary diredions. 

Sheick Haffan arrived in the afternoon with difpatches from 
Admiral Blanket, who had obtained pofleffion of Suez. Thcfc dif- 
patches were inftantly forwarded to the Britifh commanders in chief. 
About the fame time we received the intelligence of the death of 
Mourad Bey, to whofe command Elphi Bey had fucceeded. 

We rofe at two in the morning of the 26th, and fct out at five. 
After a march of two hours and a half, we met with large pieces of 
water, which had been in feveral places formed into lakes and rivu- 
lets by the overflowing of the Nile. It was brackifli, and far from 
being of a good quality. In this part of the defert there was a great 
quantity of gteen brufli-wood. The ground was more level, with 
a lefs proportion offand, and the travelling by no means difagree- 
aWe. At eight o’clock we halted for half an hour; and at ten 
o’clock pafled the, river over which the caufeway had been thrown. 
At eleven o’clock wc reached the ground deflined for our encamp- 
ment at Kantara, and found there plenty^bf good water, together 
with Ihrubs and grafles for the cattle, ; As an abundance of pigeons 
and ducks were flying, I took my gun and fliot feveral of the former 
which were highly acceptable to our mefs, we being reduced , to the 
ipare diet of bread, coflee, and a little rice. . 

In confequence of the advices which were reqeivred of the capture" 

of Rrfette , by, the combined Britift, and Twllfl, forces, the Viaet 

Sred ^.feu dej&ye apd royal ialute^ ; ' 

We rofe at half paii, at. five.o’cl.ock; wer^ 

iq foot. _ We^'haked, t^ice, ^ about an i' hour 
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march, and arrived at Salahieh at noon. The latter part of the 
route was very Tandy and laborious. On our approaching Salahieh 
the quantity of Ihrubs gradually diminilhed, and at length totally 
difappeared, infomuch that we could not procure fticks for fuel to 
boil our coffee. The afpedl of the country which immediately fur- 
rounded us was dreary, confiffcing entirely of an extenfive defert plain, 
or level ; but to the weftward and northward of Salahieh lay im- 
menfe woods of date-trees, which extended for feveral miles. We 
were encamped to the fouth of the fort, at the diftance of nearly a 
mile. 

. On the approach of the Grand Vizier to Salahieh, his Highnefs 
halted under a grove of date-trees, to arrange the manner in which 
he fhould make his public entry, as well .as the form of his encamp- 
ment. The Turkifh .army afterwards marched in the following 
order . Firfl, a line of cavalry , fmall parties of horfemen riding up 
and down in front of the line, and firing while on full fpeed; Next 
another line of Arnauts, with the led horfes of his Highnefs, and the 
priefts, or imaums, finging hymns. Next followed Colonel Hol- 
loway, Major Hope, &c. the Turhifh ofEcers of Rate in fucceflion, 
and -his .Highnefs the Vizier, with his bands ofmufic, and attendants, 
Aaid laftly, a body of cavalry, Dchlis, doled fhe fear* , , , 

, ijlihus had we furmounte<|,a tSEoublelbme, fati^lng, and hazardous 
march'aerols fhe defert ::(a .diftaAcb pf about one hundred and fifty 
miles froihi I^ahnyounes to Sal^Hieh), but not without the lofs of 
many animals, and federal men. The lamentable fcenes 
cafronally pfeferit#ylh€»felves',wefe. ft,uly diftrelEng 
mind.": ’ ? " 
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been fubjeded, it was found that in particular places which prefented 
the greatefl; difficulties, the horfes were not capable to drag the ar- 
tillery. In thefe cafes the camels were reforted to with great effed 
and advantage, in confequenee of their very docile nature and Ready 
draught. 

The plate which forms the frontlfpiece of this work, reprefenta 
the m.arch of the Turkifo army through a part of the defert. The 
Grand Vizier is foated on horfebach, among a groups of Turks, at- 
tendants) &c. His likenefs is delineated with great fidelity ; and 
in addition to this trait of refemblance, a veiy precife idea will be 
formed by the reader, on his confiilting the plate* of the Turkilh. 
carriages, called tartavans, employed by the Vizier and principal 
officers of Rate on the march. The vehicles employed by the Turks 
in tranlporting their fick, and the fackars ufod for carrying water, 
are alfo reprefented in the engraving, with a variety, of other fubjeds, 
which their nature foffieiently explains, . 

As foon as wfi had reached Salahieh,. the Ataba brought into the 
encampment for- fale a .vaariety of artieks , of food, which were pur- 
chafod with great eagemels by. the half fami&edi military; 'Kiey 
alfo brought in ftraw and unthreffied barley for, the cattfe. The 
harvefi: had been very abundant ; but fuch had been the lofiTes which 
Ac population had fuftained by war apd difeafes, that the com, 
althot^h rfoe, had , not yet been: got in. The inundation of the pre- 
ceding year had been remarkably high, and had produced very abun- 
dant cropi ' ' 

, The Vizier &ed a royal/aliutc on.'h,is arrival; At four in the afterr 
noon there yvSs a jSnart breeze from the fouth, acc?^iijf®3flfc^ .by a 
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The horizon W3s st ths Isinc time ohlcureci j 
and the air fo clofe and fultrj as to be produaive of much oppreffion 
and languor. 

I walked in tlie evening to a fmall village inhabited by Arabs, 
who refide in huts conftruded of mud and canes, and the tops of 
which are covered with reeds, branches of date- trees, and other fimi- 
lar materials. Nothing could be more wretched than the pidure 
which thefe huts, and thofe who dwelt in them, afforded. Their 
proprietors were not, however, without their refources. They raifed 
poultry; and having herds of cows, goats, and iheep, were thus 
enabled to fupply the troops with milk, yourt, eggs, cheefe, and 
butter. They wAre confequently very ferviceable neighbours. The 
above articles were, cheap on our arrival; but, as is always cuftomaiy 
in camps, there was little doubt but their price would toon 'he 
advanced. 

The ground being in part covered by graffes produced fey the late 
inundation, prefented a verdant furface, which had an agreeable 
effed on the fight, accuffomed as It had been to the vivid refledion 
from the burning fands in croffing the defert. 

The civil artificers who had been feat round by water, arnved oh 
the 58th from Tineh, having left behind the prihci|jal paft'-nf the 
baggage, in conftquenee oftheist pihdipifete' departiire ftom the vef* 
fel oh board cf which they b^ bebh eftaliafked. We were under 
fome atpptehehfion for the fefety of our baggage. 

We pairtcok this day of the ffelh of a young buffalo, 

<lbuhd good and p^latk^ble^^ , , The 'inundation bf the * 

•ftirrounding.S^^hle6^.:^^i^a^:ift^^^^^^ ^ 
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Turks. Os^tKe o-v'erflowing, thej fay, of the Nile, the earth becomes 
fully impregnated, with water, which, being forced up to the furface, 
exudes from beneath, and overflows the grounds. In paffing through 
the ftrata of earth, ii meets with portions of faline matter, which it 
dilTolves, and thus acquires its briny tafte. Being afterwards evapo- 
rated by the heat of the fun, it depoflts, on the furface of the earth, 
its fait, and forms the fait lakes which are met with at different 
intervals.. 

It grieved me to notice that the difeafe of the eyes, fo common 
in Syria, prevailed alfo in this part of Egypt. Perfons of every age 
were alike ful^edl to its attacks; and, independently of the nume- 
rous cafes of blindnefs- I obferved, the inhabitants in general dif- 
played, in their meagre and wan countenances, a predifpofition to 
this and other difeaies. 

On the appearance of the Turkifh army, the five hundred French 
who were’ in the fortrefs of Salahieh, fled: not with fo much 
precipitation, however, but that they found time to deftroy a con- 
fiderable part of the interior of the work and detached buildings. 
It pofTefTes confiderabl^- ftrength, arid is provided wifh a wet ditch, 
well pahfadoed. Sixteen guns appeared to .have beeif ihountfed ; 
and a part of thefe were found fpiked among the ruins, together 
.With ftveral fhells, &c. which had been thrown into the well. 
Within: the fort is a mofque, the lofty minaret of which had ferved 
for a lookwoiit. There had ^fo' been excellent barracks, now in 
ruins, within the ' fortrefs.: it appeared to nac that they were 'ca- 
pable of receiving^a thpufand men. : Confidering tha| itvW bi^ilt 
iU a plaiii, thia fortrefs is of a very extrabtdinary cehRrtf^ic^^^ ; : ^ 
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Further arrangements and new dilpofitions n^ade for the 

Turkifh artillery, and fuch other precautioirs taken as oixr approach 
towards the enemy rendered neceflary. 

Major Hope quitted the encampment on the 30th, on his way to 
Cairo, with propolitions from his Highnefe- the Vizier and Colonel 
Holloway to the French commandant of that place. The Major 
was accompanied by the Secretary to the Sublime Porte. 

Lieutenant Milne, of the Goza Ichooner, arrived at noon, with 
overland difpatches from Tineh. He fet out on his return on the 
following day, at which time a difpatch from Admiral Blanket was 
received and forwarded to the Britifh commander in chief. Other 
dilpatches were alfo forwarded to the admiral by Sheick Gredded, 
who was diredled to tranlad the bufmefi in. that quarter for the 
Britifh forces.. 

On the 2d of May I found in my tent the dried fkeleton of a large 
reptile, apparently a fpecies of the lizard, which, notwdthftanding it 
had loft its tail, meafured eighteen inches from the head to the 
ftump of that part. It had four legs, with five toes on the fore feet, 
and four on the hind feet, fharply pointed. The furface.of the.body 
was ftaly., , 

The period was now arrived' for the fall of the rains in Ethiopia.; 
^d .it was' certain that theii: effed:5 vyould be foon manifefted in 
■F^pit,, by the rifihg of the J^ile,. and the general inundation of the 
country. A locrfe, dry, aftd fandy. foil is in this Way rendered ft. fer- 
tile and produ<9;ive, that it is faid the inhabitants are occnfion^lly 
-obliged tq,ipX{'fend Wth the new 'foil,, produced,, by .^the ^yi^bj^ing 
©f the watetsj^^'tpi !;e)Enpe^-;4|s;:,feq9r,4ch . 
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The heat was very oppreffive on the 3d, when the kampfin pre- 
vailed, and induced great debility and faintnefs. I took a morning’s 
ride into the country, and palled through feveral extenfive w’oods 
of date-trees, among which I faw a variety of villages compofed of 
the fame wretched mud huts with thofe I have already defcribed. 
Beneath the fhade of the date-trees the inhabitants raife barley on 
extenfive levels, on which they alfo grow .tobacco. The corn was 
ripe, but not yet cut down. Several of the levels were ftill marfliy, 
owing to the late inundation, which had deflroyed fbme of the plan- 
tatioiB of barley and tobacco. The cows and bullocks were fine, 
and of a large breed, with fhort horns* I noticed feveral buffaloes, 
which were of a grey colour, and very unfightly in their appearance. 
The inhabitants were in tattered garments, %hich fcarcely covered 
their nakednefs, miferably pale and wan, and as wretched as the 
dwellings which ferved them for a Ihelter. The women had the 
face covered with a piece of dirty linen. They arc inured to the la- 
borious employments of the field, and carry on the head heavy bur- 
dens, fuch as loads of .provender for thB*-catt!e, &c. The melons are 
faxd to grow here to a very large fizei and to be finely flavoured. In 
one of the villages I faw this fruit in blolTom, Inflead of being 
threfhed, the corn is* trodden, as in Turkey* 

Our party which had accompanied the Tefterdar, arrived on the 
El.Arifh; and at the fame time Major Hope,, and the 
fecretaiy, . the , Sublime Porte,, arrived. #om ‘Cairo, .with the reply 

of the ' , 

In the.afternomy^fitheu0th.wc^bjid guil of wkd from 
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the weftward, the horizon being in every part obfcured, with a wild 
and tremendous afped, as if the atmofphere had been filled with 
combuftion. 

Ibrahim Pacha quitted the encampment with three thoufand 
men, to proceed againft Damietta, in confequence of the terms 
offered by the Vizier not having been accepted. 

We marched at ten in the morning of the 7th, and about two in 
the afternoon arrived at Eiorin, a diftance of fixteen miles. During 
the greater part of our route, we marched over fands. As we ap- 
proached the place of our deftination, the appearance of the country 
improved, the foil being more firm and gravelly. The fine planta- 
tions of date- trees continued to enliven our march until we reached 
our defiEination. We met with feveral hollows filled with the water 
which the inundation had left ; and in the parts where the ground 
was rooifitened we obferved that the inhabitants cultivated the lupine 
with great attention. The plants were extremely luxuriant, and 
grew to the height of more than fix feet : on one of the ftalks I 
counted upwards of an hundred and fifty pods. The barley culti- 
vated in patches was alfo very promifing. We faw an abundance 
of wild fowl on our route, in the profecution of which we made but 
one halt. 

Koiin i^^a long village, in pafiSng through which nothing is- to be 
feen e^cept the walls of the tmad huts. There Is only one* building 
in brick, ^ decayed mofque. The comjdexion of the wretched, hdlf 
naked inhabjttats, many of whom are afflicted with 
nearly^ black', hfor^ht us water' :in wbite^ eartl^^'||^^^^s. 
Within littlC' enciofure;^-, walled: with, 'imid' th^ 
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fruit-trees, fuch as the date, the Pharaoh fig, the lemon, lime and 
orange, the lotus or lote,^ and the pomegranate. In pafiSng through 
the village, we were nearly blinded by the immenfe clouds of fandy 
particles which enveloped us on all fides. 

The, troops encamped at a little diftance from the village, to the 
eaftward. On one fide of us lay extenfive fields, of wheat, barley, 
and lupine, while on the other fide a barren defert was in our view. 
The foil of the cultivated Ipots was .gravelly, but was covered in 
fome parts by the rich black mud v^diich the inurrdation of the Nile 
had left. I colleded .parcels, of the lupine feeds. and wheat, to try 
the elFedt of their cultivation in England. 

dn our route we met^with a confiderable number of mud built vil- 
lages, furrounded by high walls made of earth or mud, fo as to form 
a fquare, at each of the angles of which there is either a round or a 
fquare tower. Either there is a fmall hole for the entrance into each 
of 'the villages, or a ladder is employed to gain accefi to it. Such 
is the 'Uniform conferuflioli of the buildings, and it is mofft probable 
for. the following reafons:^ It was necelTary, in the firft place, that 
tlie inhabitants fliou-ia fecure themfelves, their fipefes and, cattle, from 
the general inundation of the Nile j and, fecondly, they had tP dread 
the attacks of the Bedouin Arabs, who are conftantly hoiftile to thp 
Fellahs, or tribes of cultivators. ’ ' • 

. ! '■ 'i ‘ ' 

The ^Tiabitants of Korin had recently YufFered from, the plague, 
which was &li making .great^ravages in feveral adjacent villages. 

On the niorhing of the Sth thp.!, Grand Vizier and Reis ElFendi, 

* This tree bears a bpaii|v'tlie fruit, 'when 

t%OT,.aiKi is, very^gratefiil toyhe cattle. ■ ' , 
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accompanied by Colonel Holloway and Major Hope, marched lo 
Beibcis, with a Tmall part only of their retinue. This fudden mea- 
fure was occafioned by difeontents which had broken out at the 
above place among the troops of Mahomed Pacha, but which were 
foon quieted by the prefence of the Vizier. The army was ftill to 
remain encamped for a few days at Korin. 

From the time of our arrival in Egypt, the % had been generally 

obfeure during the day, with great hazinefs of the atmofphere, which 

conftantly difappeared in the evening. It is faid that this hazy ftate 

of atmofphere above the level of the horizon, is peculiar to the 
country. 

In the foil in the vicinity of Korin I foimd fcveral beautiful Hones, 
carnclions, agates, &c. a fmall colleflion of which I made. In the 
afternoon, out of a covey of partridges, I fliot a female, the plumage 
of which was very delicate. The head and neck, w-hich were of a 
dark fawn colour, were fmall, like thofe of a dove. The wings w-ere 
long, with alternate white and black feathers; and the body of a 
fawn colour, with white and black rings on the breaft. The bird 
was frnallcr than, an EnglijQi partridge, 

-I vifited, on the Qth, feveral of the neighbouring villages, which, 
both with refpedi; to the inhabitants and the dwellings, might vie 
in wretchednefs with thofe I have lately defcribed. Notwithfland- 
ing there were abundant crops of wheat and barley, and fine herds 
of goats, flieep, and other animals grazing in the plains, ftill nothing 
could be more deplorable than the appearance of the miferable cul- 
tivators. In the gardens I faw melons, pomegranates, and tobacco 
plants. They are irrigated by the m'eans of a well, to which earthen 
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veffels are ittaclied ; and the water is conveyed to every part of the 
ground by furrows cut out in raifed caufeways. 

Elocks of doves, which, as they are not molefted by the inhabi- 
tants, are very tame, frequent the cultivated grounds. 

Oa the 1 Oth difpatches from the Britifh commander in chief were 
received, and others fent off in return. A Turk, who had remained 
prifoner wdth the French fince the retreat of the Vizier the preced- 
ing yeat, and who had at length effedled his efcape from Rahma- 
nieh, Came into camp, and brought fome account of the luccelTes of 
the Britkh troops in the vicinity of that poll. He Hated that ftrong 
patrols had been detached towards Cairo. 

About this time a prefent was forwarded by the Vizier to the 
Britilh fleet and troops at Suez. It confifted of a hundred bullocks, 
and a thoufand fowds. 

On the 1 1 th, at half paH five in the morning, we marched from 
Korin, and reached Belbels about ten o’clock, having performed a 
diflance of fixteen or feventeen miles, over a pleafant gravelly road. 
The inhabitants Were bufily employed in getting in their corn, which 
lay in great abundance on the ground. Inftead of Cutting it, they 
pluck it up by the roots, and colledl it in heaps, each within his own 
particular enclofure, where the grain is trodden out. We mW with 
feveral plantations of the henna. The dried leaves of this ferub 
form the celebrated yellow, or orange- colour dye, fo much in ufe in 
Turkey, &c. The branches of it are cut low down to render it 
Hubby. The inhabitants alfo cultivate clover, lentils, and the muf- 
tard plant. The country is open, being a complete flat, or level ; 
and the road one continued caufcway, on which the natives and 
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their cattle rendezvous at the time of the inundation, to fhelter 
themfelves from the floodings of the plains. 

We paffed through feveral villages, the inhabitants of which were 
the lame objeds in point of wretchednefs with thofe we had ob- 
ferved on other parts nf our route. They were nearly naked, and 
the vidlims of difeafe at, blindnefs. The children beneath the age 
of fix years were compk naked. It was diftreffing to fee fo 
much mifery in fo fine and zAe a country. 

The troops we found at Belbeis Were in an intrenched encamp- 
ment. A redoubt had been conftmded by Captain Lacey. 

The weather was oppreffively hot on the ] 2 th. In a marabout 
adjoining to our camp, the walls of which w^ere very thick, fo as 
perfedly to prevent the rays of the fun from penetrating within,' the 
thermorneter at noon flood at q 7 ; and on the pole of my tent, 
at 104. 

In the evening a diipatch was received by the Vizier from the 
Capitan Pacha, with the information that Rahmanieh had been 
taken pofTeffion of by the combined Britifli and Turkifh forces. On 
this occafion a royal falute w'as fired in the camp. 

A flrong patrol, or reconnoitring party, of twelve hundred men, 
quitted the encampment on the 13 th, to fdour the coUn|fy in' the 
diredlidn of Cairo, and colledt intelligence!.'* 

An Englifh naval officer arrived at the farhe time with difpatches 
from Lord Keith. 

-y— : r— T — . 

* In fending forward this party, the Grand Viziey promifed hradfotne, rewards to 
thofe who aa^l4 briiig ip their prifoners unhurt. If, on the btkef hand/, they IhduH 
have been put to d(?athi dp even ip ,any degree mateeafced^\oi're«b^peiifbWtdd^'^^ 
pllowed. ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ‘’ii ; > 
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We ■were expofed, on the 14th, to the very painful and diftreffing 
cfFeAs of the kampfin. To iuch a degree was the atmolphere heated, 
that the air which blew on us feemed to have ifl'ued from an oven 
or a furnace. We were nearly fufFocated during this interval by the 
clouds of duft. In the morning the wind was wefterly, but drifted 
during the gale, which was extremely violent, to the north. I had 
never before experienced fuch an oppreffion in breathing, nor did I 
ever know the thermometer to rife fo high. At ten in the morning, 
■within a box perforated to give a free admiffion to the air, and placed 
within my tent, it rofe to 108; -and within the above-mentioned 
marabout, inacOeffible to the fun’s rays, to 103. At one o’clock it 
was {o high as 1 12 within the tent. 

Colonel Montrefbr arrived in the evening with dilpatchcs from 
General Hutchinfbn. The Britifh army was in polTeffion of Rah- 
manieh, in abandoning which place the enemy had left a part of 
their fick behind, and had fled precipitately towards Cairo. Their 
gun-boats and fmall veflels had fallen into the hands of the Britifli 
and Turhifli forces. Our lofs was Hated to have been very trifling ; 
but that of the Turks was more conflderable. Colonel Thompfon, 
of the royal artillery, loft a leg in the adion ; and this brave and very 
meritorious officer died a few weeks afterwards at Rofetta. 

In the evening I walked into Belbeis, which is fituated on an 
eminence : the greater part of the buildings, formed of a reddifli 
brick, were in ruins. To the fouth-wefl: of the town Hands a fortress 
built by the French, but which they in a great meaHire deHroyed 
previoufly to their abandoning the place. It was not extraordinary 
that they fhould ipike the guns, and lea've the fortrefs in a very 
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ruinous Rate ; but they very mitchievoufly deftroyed alfo the prin- 
cipal of the mofques, of which there were formerly three at Belbeis. 
On the weft and north-weft fides of the town the fine fields of corn 
were highly gratifying to the view ; but to the fouth and fouth-eaft 
the land was a barren defert. Among the fruits the inhabitants 
cultivate the lime, the juice of which was highly refrelhing to us 
during the intenfe heats which prevailed at this time. 

Early on the morning of the 15th intelligence was received In 
camp that the enemy’s forces were approaching to attack the army 
of his Highnefs the Vizier. This intelligence being afterwards con- 
firmed, his Highnefs, who in the courfe of the early part of the day 
had frequent confultations with Colonel Holloway and Major Hope, 
ordered Taher Pacha to fet out at the clofe of the evening with three 
thoufand cavalry, and three pieces of artillery, to proceed in queft of the 
enemy, and to attack them during the obfeurity of the night, fhould 
a favourable opportunity prefent itfelf. At every event he was to 
employ all poffible means to impede them on their march. About 
three leagues from Belbeis, Taher Pacha fell in with the enemy, 
who, on perceiving him, halted, as did alfo the Pacha on his part. 
In this pofition the adverfe armies continued during the whole of 
the night ; when at length, at eight in the morning of the 1 0th, 
Paher Pacha, having been reinforced by about fifteen hundred addi- 
tional cavadry, attacked the enemy. He was ftiortly after fupported 
by Mahomed Pacha, with about five thoufand men, and five pieces 
of artillery, and during the adlion large bodies of armed Arabs joined 
the Ottoman forces ; the Vizier in perfon following, and animating 
by his exertions the Turkifh tfoops, on whorn his 'prefence had a 
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very fenfible efFcdl. The adion was continued for fcvcn hours with 
but little intermiffion; at the expiration of which time the enemy, 
after having been driven from the different pofitions they had taken 
up, retreated, but not without being follow'cd up and haraffed by 
the Turks, by whom they w^ere purfued to El-Hanka, a diftance of 
feven miles from the fpot where the adlion commenced. The lofs 
on either fide was not deemed confiderable ; but that of the French 
could not be exadly afeertained, as they carried their wounded off 
the field. It was probably greater than that of the Turks, who had 
thirty men killed, and eighty wounded. On this occafion Colonel 
Holloway and Major Hope aded with the Vizier, Captain Lacey 
"WAh IVIahomed Facha, and Captain X./eake with T'aher Facha. 

While in the field, his Highnefs the Vizier received, in the after- 
noon of the 1 0th, from Damietta, Official information of the capture 
of Fort Lefbie, and its dependencies, by Ibrahim Facha, to whom 
the above fort had been furrendered on the Mth. 

The Vizier had upwards of forty heads brought to him on the 
field of battle. He ordered the troops to halt towards the evening, 
leaving a fmall corps of obfervatlon to follow the enemy during the 
night. It was by no means his wiffi that his troops fhould advance 
too near to Cairo, after the fatigues of the adllon, left the enemy ■ 
ffiould be reinforced by frefh troops from that city. They returned, 
therefore, to camp quietly and in good order, without betraying the 
tumultuous fpirit they had manifefted on other occafions. 

The number of the enemy, according to the ftatements made by 
the French themfelves, amounted' to four thoufand fix hundred in- 
fantry, and nine hundred cavalry, with tw^enty-four pieeb of ord- 
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nance. The greater part of thefe troops had retreated from Rahma- 
nieh, and had been reinforced by detachments from the garrifon of 
Cairo. 

NotwithRanding this great and recent fuccefs, which occurred at 
a time when the event of a defeat might have been attended by the 
moft diftreffing and calamitous cojrlequences, the Turks ftiil continued 
to difpiay that total difregard to difcipline and good order, without 
which a happy and fuccefsful ilTue cannot be expedled from any mi- 
litary operations. This negledl had been frequently urged to them, 
and pointed out in the ftrongcft terms of reprobation. It cannot, 
indeed, be expelled, while they continue to entertain the pr<yudice 3 
by which they are now governed, and while they pay lb little atten- 
tion to difcipline in the field and in the camp, but that they will be 
conftantly inferior to their enemies, although there are very many 
among them who are by no means deficient in perfbnal bravery. 

In the field, however, the Ottoman army has, among other bene- 
ficial regulations, that of the eftablifliment of fackars, a corps felebled 
from the JanifTaries, to attend and fupply the troops with water. On 
this fervice they were alfb conftantly employed on a march. They 
are mounted on horfes provided with bells, to the end that their ap- 
proach may be known to the troops ] and each horfe carries two 
leathern lacks containing about forty gallons of water. In a bot 
climate like that of Rgypt, the utility of Rich an eftablifhment is ob- 
vious ; and it was owing to the want of a firailar regulation, that the 
French troops, according to the report of General Rcgnier, fufifeted 
fo feverely from thirfl on the i6th of May. 
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Major Wilfon, of Hompefch’s regiment, arrived in the camp 
on the 15 th with difpatchcs from the Britifli army. He fet off in 

the evening, mounted on a hedgin, with difpatches from the Grand 
Vizier. 

On the l6th Colonel Holloway received information fi'om Captain 
Chollet, purporting that he was arrived at El-Catania, in the Delta, 

with a fill all body ot Britilli cavalry. 

Several of our people w'ere at this time attacked with violent in-, 
flammations of the eyes, occafioned by the effedls of the kampfm, 
together with the dull, and the intenfe heat of the atmofphere. 

On the 1 7th violent gulls of wind, which prevailed throughout the 
whole of the day, raifed the dull to a prodigious height in the air. 
In the evening we had a violent llorm of wind from the eallward, 
accompanied by rain. A French deferter, by birth a German, was 
on this day brought into the camp, fo exceffively debilitated from 
difeafe and fatigue, that he died in the courle of a few hours. 

We quitted our ground of encampment at Belbeis at feven in the 
morning of the I8th, and after an agreeable march of twelve miles 
arrived at Melhtoule, a village dillant from El-Hanka dbout three or 
four miles. W^e there pitched our tents. The country through 
which we had paired was a fine level, with a black foil on which 
abundant crops were produced. The wheat, which in Egypt is of 
the bearded kind, was pcrfcaiy ripe, and, as well as the barley, lay in 

great profulion on the ground. Flax, lucerne, and the muftard plant, 
were alfo cultivated. 

The villages, which were thickly fcattered to the right and left. 
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were very populous ; and the inhabitants appeared to be 

robuft and healthy than thofe we had hitherto met, and were at the 

fame time much better clothed. 

There was only one inconvenience in our route, arifing from the 
broad and very deep fiflures in the earth, which in many places im- 
peded our progrefs, and were even dangerous to the horles and cattle. 
We paired clofe to the fite of the adion of the 16th ; and encamped 
within about twenty or twenty-five miles of Cairo. 

Colonel Montrefor left the camp on the morning of the 19th at 
break of day, with difpatches for the Britilh commander in chief. We 
marched at feven o’clock, and arrived at the village of Ben-el-Hazer, 
fituated on the eaftern bank of the Damietta branch of the Nile, 
our encampment extending to the river fide. Tke water of the 
river, to which I walked after dinner, I found of an excxllent quality. 
In the village, as well as in all thofe through Which we had pafied 
during our late marches, the inhabitants breed vail flocks of fine 
pigeons. For this purpofe their boufes are built of mud bricks in a 
conical Ihape, the lower part being occupied by the inmates, and the 
upper by the pigeons. 

The country about Ben-el-Hazer is open, without forubs or bmih- 
wood. The only trees we met with were the date, the Pharaoh fig, 
a fmall cedar, and the kreh-tree. The breed of buffaloes was very 
fine, as was alfo that of the cowsi the latter were delicately proper- 

tioned, and of a pale red colour. , 

The Vizier’s movement to the above place from Meffitople 
was with a View to meet General Hutebinfon, the Briti&xom- 
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mander in chief, as well as the Capitan Pacha, to the end that the 
ulterior arrangements might be made. 

Intelligence was received on the 20th that a body of fix hundred 
of the enemy, with five hundred and fifty camels, had been captured 
by the Britifli army on the route leading from Alexandria to Rah- 
manieh. 

At Ben-el- Hazer there were feveral vefiels on the river of a pecu- 
liar confirudion, of which I ftiall have occafion to fpcak more parti- 
cularly hereafter. The Delta, from the diflant view I had of it, 
appeared to be a vafi: plain yielding an abundance of corn and other 
produdions, and interfperfed with numerous villages built on emi- 
nences furrounded by date trees. On the banks of the Nile the Arab 
inhabitants cultivate water melons, gourds, tobacco, indigo, which in 
the Arabic is called nileh, and Ibme few fruits, and other vegetables. 

The Vizier was at this time indifpofed with fever, and required my 
conftant attendance ; as did alfo Mahomed Pacha. 

Major Wilfon arrived in the camp with difpatches on the 2lft ; 
and fet out on the following morning early, with difpatches for the 
Britifli commander in chief. In the courfe of the morning of the 
latter day. Colonel Stewart, of the 89 th regiment. Captain Diggens, 
of the nth light dragoons, and three 'other Britifli officers, with a 
party of light cavalry, came into the camp to pay their Compliments 
to his Highnefs the Vizier. They had quitted their divifion, which 
was ftationed in the Delta, at the difiance of a few miles, and con- 
fifted of an advanced body of Britifli troops, commanded by Colonel 
Stewart, who was to co-operate viith the army of the Grand Vizier. 
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General Hutchinfon, and the Capitan Pacha, were daily expected 
in the camp. 

Lieutenant Janverin, of the royal navy, was at this time fent off 
with difpatches for Suez. 

On the morning of the 23d, an officer belonging to the Britifli 
cavalry Rationed in the Delta came into the camp with letters. His 
arrival was followed by that of Major Wilfon. We experienced 
on this day another kampfin, the heated wind blowing with great 
violence from the fouth and fouth-eaft. 

Owing to the extreme fcarcity of wood, we were at this time 
under the neceffity of reforting for fuel to dried cow dung, which 
we purchafed of the Arab women, who form it with chopped Rraw 
into cakes, and dry it on the tides of their dwellings. 

On the 2 Itk General Hutchinfon, attended by Colonel An- 
ffruther, quarter- maftcr- general, with teveral other Britifh officers, 
and his fuite, arrived at the encampment, having accompanied thi- 
ther the Capitan Pacha in his barge. On his arrival the Britiffi 
commander in chief had an immediate audience with his Highnels 
the Vizier, who alfo gave audiences to the other Britiffi officers. Tents 
for the accommodation of the party were pitched clofe to the Vizier’s 
own particular tent. 

I rode on the 25th on the banks of the Nile towards Cairo, and 
faw feveral plantations of indigo, 6 { the dye obtained from which the 
inl&bitants make a great cofkfumption for their cotton drelTcs. 

Colonel Anftruther, and k part of the fuite of the Britiffi com- 
mander in chief, quitted the, camp on the 26th; and on the 28th 
General Hutchinfon, with the remainder of his fnite, ,ahb quitted 
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tis. Both the general and officers were, prevIouHj to their depar- 
ture, invefted with pelices, and received during their ftay the moft 
confpicuous attentions. 

A detachment of Turkifh military arrived in the camp on the 2Qthv 
being part of a reinforcement of one thoufand men expeded from 
Belbeis, &c. ; and a body of five hundred Turkiffi cavalry quitted, to 
join the Britiffi troops in the Delta under Colonel Stewart. 

Ophthalmy and diarrhoea prevailed at this time among the Turkiffi 
troops. The latter of thefe difeafes appeared to originate from them 
eating too freely of unripe fruits, fuch as peaches and apricots, and 
alfo of cucumbers. To this abufe was fuperadded "that of grealy 
food, which the debility brought on by the warm climate had ren- 
dered them in a great meafure incapable of digeffing. 

Lieutenant Janverin, of the royal navy, arrived on the 30th from 
Suez ; and a party of camels left the camp to bring up a detachment 
of the Sffih regiment, three hundred ffiong, under the command of 
Colonel , Lloyd. This detachment was to ad with the army of the. 

Vizier. The camels were laden with four thouland okes of rice for 
Admiral Blanket’s fquadron. 

We were reinforced on the above day by a corps of ^ut three 
hundred Mamelukes from the Said, under one of the Ofman %s. 
Wc learned at the fame time that Ofman.Bey Tambourgls, the prin- 
cipal of thefe Beys, had,, together with eight other Beys, fet out te 
join the Britifli army. Their united forte amounted to fifteen hun- 
dred cavalry, all colleded in the Said, and having formerly a^ed under 
Mourad Bey^ who was deccafed,. 

L.cMenant Janv™ quilted tie eamp ou the 31.11, and entbaried, 
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at Ben-el-Hazer for Damietta, with difpatches for Admiral Lord 
Keith. 

On the morning of the ift of June we quitted our encampment 
at Ben-el-Hazer, and after a march of three hours arrived at Dagoua, 
fituated on the eaftern bank of the Nile. We encamped between 
the above village and the village of Tahlej, clofe to the river fide. 
We Were accompanied by a part only of our baggage, the remainder 

being brought up the river in gernls, a kind of velTels which navigate 
the Nile. ^ 

A gun-boat, which had been taken from the enemy by the Turks,, 
arrived at Dagoua on the 2d ; and on the 4th Colonel Stewart, Colo- 
nel Lord Blaney, of the 8Qth regiment, and Captain Adye, of the 
royal artillery, came to the camp to pay their refpedls to the Vizier 
by whom they were invefted with pelices. 

Colonel Stewart, with the troops under his command, crolTed the 
Nile on the 5th ; on which day Captain Curry, ^f the royal navy, 
commanding the gun-boats, came to camp, and had an audience of 
the Vizier, who invefted him with a pelice. 

We marched on the morning of the 6th, and about one o'clock, 
after having paiTed feveral villages, arrived at Shoubrah Shaabi. This 
part of Egypt appeared to be well cultivated, and abounded in gardens, 
m which we faw a variety of fruit trees, fuch as the peach, apricot, 
pomegranate, fig, lemon, and orange trees. The cedars, acacias, and 
Pharaoh fig trees were planted in clufters, and gave a pleafmg variety 
to the face of the country, at the fame time that^ they afforded 'a^ 
agreeable Ihade. .’4n abundance of com was every* where pWd'ueedr 
and* m addition to the indigO' the earth amu? • cultivated in 4 he 
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fields. Large herds of oxen, cows, and buffaloes, were grazing in 
every direffion. 

In our march of this day we obtained a fight, for the firfi: time, of 
the two great pyramids of Giza. The troops encamped clofe to 
the river ; and in the afternoon the Turklfh gun- boats, commanded 
by Captain Curry, arrived at Shoubrah Shaabi. Major Willbn allb 
arrived with dilpatches. 

The troops commanded by Colonel Stewart arrived at Shoubrah 
Shaabi on the morning of the 7th, and took up their Ration within 
a mile of our encampment, whence Major Wilfon and Captain Lacey 
fet out on a reconnoitring party. 

I rode in the morning along the bank of the river, to the vicinity 
of ShellaCan, or Charlacan, at the jundion of the two branches of the 
Nile, and had thence a view of Cairo, as well as of the pyramids of Giza. 

On the banks of the Nile the Arabs cultivate the dourra, or 
Indian corn, which, at the date of this part of the narrative, grew 
very luxuriantly. There were alfo large plantations of water-melons, 
tobacco, indigo, &c. Shellacan is diftant from Shoubrah Shaabi 
about four miles and a half, and from Cairo about eleven. 

An Arab arrived at this time from Suez wdth the intelligence that 
the 80th regiment was on its. way from that place, gnd would join 
the Ottoman forces in the coarle of two days. 

On the morning of the 8th his Highnefi the Vizier went in great 
Rate to vifit the Britifii troops commanded by Colonel Stewart. 
About four hundred, fick from General Ilutchinfon’s army were 
landed from the nver at Shoubrah Shaabi. The difeafes chiefly pre- 
vailing among them were dy{entery,.ophthalmy, and fever. ' 
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We marched at fix in the morning of the gth, and arrived at Shel- 
lacan at ten o’clock. We encamped on the banks of the Nile, a 
mile to the fouth of the village, the Britifh troops commanded by 
Colonel Stewart taking their ftation a little in the rear of the Vizier’s 
encampment. On the oppolite fide of the river the Britilh army, 
and the troops commanded by the Capitan Pacha, were encamped. 
Accounts were this day received from Colonel Lloyd, who had 
reached El-Hanka from Suez. In croffing the defert, the troops 
under his command had firlFered very feverely. 

I rode in the a.fternoon to Harrachneah, a village diftant three 
miles from Shellacan, and eight from Cairo. Near this village Taher 
Pacha had fixed his encampment. 

On the 10th, in the morning, the detachment of- the 86th regi- 
ment, commanded by Colonel Lloyd, arrived in camp, and joined 
the Britifti troops under Colonel Stewart. Gunner Fofter, belong- 
ing to the miflSon, died fuddenly from an attack of fever. . • 

Captain Stevenlbn, of the royal navy, who at that time com- 
manded the flotilla of gun-boats llationed on the Nile, came into 
camp to pay his refpedts to the Vizier. 

I rode, on the morning of the 1 1th, along the banks of the Nile, 
to within about five or fix miles of Cairo, and pafled through the 
villages of Harrachneah, Abblewed,. Hcliub, and Beifous. My com- 
panions and mylelf halted near a marabout, beneath the fhade of 
feme fide Pharaoh fig-trees, or lycamores, and bad from thence p 
delightful view of Cairo, Boulac, and their environs. „ We could’ alio 
diilinguifii the three principal pyramids df Saccara. To the. eadfevard 
ol the marabout, difianjt about half a mile, we law a bkndfomc 
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bridge, paved -with fine marble, and provided with fix. arches. At 
thisipot Mr, Read, the draughtfinan, made a Iketch, which is given 
in Plate XVII. Cairo, Boulac, &c, appearing in the difirance. 

The carthamus, the flower of which is employed as a yellow dye, 

- was cultivated in great abundance. From the bruifed feeds of this 
plant the inhabitants alfb exprefs an oil to burn in their lamps. 

In the afternoon of this day Generals Craddock and Doyle, and 
feveral other Britifh officers, came to the camp to pay their refpedls 
to the Grand Vizier. ♦ 

. Preparations were made, on the .1 3th, to throw a brid|e of boats 
acrofs the Nile at Beifous, under the dirediori of Brigadier-general 
Xawfon, of the royal artillery; and on the 14th, at four in the 
morning, the Byitifli troops made a movement. 

On the morning of the 1 5th we quitted our ground of encamp- 
ment at Shellacan, and marched to Beifous, whence we had a fine 
view of Cairo, fituated at the diflance of about four or five miles from 
the liatioti we had taken. During the day-time, when the foil be- 
#:oine&%afe4 by the rays'of the fun, forming, a haze of the atmo- 
Iphere, to judge with accuracy of diftances in Egypt is extremely 
difficult. , ; , 

To protedb the bridge of boats over the Nile, which was nearly 
completed, the Britifli army marched towards Cairo on the morning 
of th^ Ifitbyat. which time Colonel Stewart -proceeded with his de- 
tachmenh^ld^/thh naifera I^nk. of the. river, to the canal m front, ' 
ot- Shubna*: r^'^aher■-Yp^tfoa;^:Mahomed,.TaGha, .and’ feveral. of, the 
Mamelukes, advarmed.oa/lh&vlefoi of, the above detach'ment/iWid, 
;|^e^df4.fo'.the'.vidmity ofthe.ftdne bridge at.Kantaras’-i- 
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On the 1 7 th difcontents broke out among the Janiflaries, on ac- 
count of the Britifli troops under Colonel Stewart, and the corps of 
Turks commanded by Taher Pacha, being advanced in their front. 
A deferter belonging to the French cavalry came into the camp. He 
was followed by two others on the 3 8th, who were nearly naked, 
the little covering they had on them confifling of tattered garments 
which had belonged to Arabs. They had deferted fifteen days be- 
fore, and had been in the a<aion of El-Hanka on the l6th of the 
preceding month. According to their report, the number of French 
troops amounted, on that occafion, to nearly fix thouland men. 
They had fiiffered a great lofs ; but to what precife extent thefe 
deferters could not afcertain. They confirmed the general accounts 
of the wiih of the French (who were heartily tired of the warfare in 
Egypt) to furrender to the Britilh forces ; and cxpreffed the extreme 
reludlahce they would feel at being obliged to furrCnder feparately 
to the Turks. 

I rode on the morning of the 20th to Heliub, fituated at the dif- 
tance of two miles and a half to the north of the camp. The inha- 
bitants were bufied in preparing the indigo plant for ufe. To this 
end the plants were cut into fmall portions, and thrown into warm 
water, in which having lain fiimmerjng for a Ihort time, they were, 
together widh the liqiior, thrown into earthen jars. In this ftate the 
liquor very Ibon acquires a blue colour. 

On the morning of the 21ft the Britilh army under the command 
of Oeneral Hutchinlbn, together with the troops commanded .bj? 
the Capitan Pacha, 'and the Mamelukes, marched, took hp a 

{^fition before Giza-j'^-at.the'&ne^tinsK? that 

• ■ ' ■' 35 'S-' 
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Colonel Stewart marched with the Vizier’s army, and encamped 
between Shubra and Cairo. The latter took up a pofition, with 
their right extending to the river, and their left towards the defert, 
a fmall canal being in the front. Taher Pacha, with a corps of dif- 
mounted Arnauts, polled himfelf at Jzaoui ; and feveral pickets were 
advanced. By thefe movements Cairo and Giza were in a great 
degree invefled. At this time the Ottoman army, under the com- 
mand of his Highnefs the Vizier, amounted to about twelve thou- 
fand cavalry, leven thoufand infantry, and about one thoufand artil- 
lery, with a large battering train, and forty pieces of light artillery. 

The enemy having on the 23d lent out a flag of truce to the 
commanders in chief, requiring the prefence of a Britifli oflicer of 
rank, General Hope was appointed to that fervice, and an armiflice 
agreed on for forty- eight hours. 

Early- in the morning of the 24th, a flag of truce was fent into 
Cairo by the Britilh commander in chief and the Grand Vizier. 
Major Birch and the Jebedgi Baflii were the bearers of this flag. 

General Beliard, on the 25th, fent into camp three Turks who- 
had been found rmder the walls of Cairo, obferving, that it was- 
owing to the high relpedl he entertained for the Grand Vizier that 
he had delivered them up, inflead of treating theni as fpies. They 
were ordered by the Vizier to be put to death immediately. 

The efFedls of climate and fatigue began now to manifefl: them-r 
felves among the Britilh troops, many of whom were attacked by 

fever, dyfentery, diarrhoea,, and ophthalmy.- 

During the armiflice the, Grand Vizier went daily to a village 
^tuated in the front of the encampment,, to prevent irregularities 
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among his troops, who had manifefted a defirc to advance too far, 
and had difcovered fome dilTatisfadion while the treaty was pending. 

Oh the 28 th, in the evening, about two hundred Britifli troops, 
and one hundred Janiffaries, entered and took pofleffion of Fort 
Shoulkoutki, fo named after one of the aids-du-camp of Bonaparte, 
killed in Bgypt. It was delivered up agreeably to the convention 
which had been agreed on ; and at the lame time the gate of the 
pyramids of Gaza was furrendered to the troops ordered for that fer- 
vice by the commander in chief of the Britilh forces. 

Hoftages were exchanged on each fide for the due performance of 
the convention. 

On the afternoon of the 2Qth I rode to Heliopolis, or the city of 
the fun, htuated at the diflance of about three miles to the north- 
eaft of the camp. It is at prefont called Matta-reah, and is the On 
of the fcriptural writings. It is celebrated for a fountain of excel- 
lent water ; and here Hands a fine granite column, nearly feventy 
feet , in height, with numerous hieroglyphics upon it. Several other 
columns, one of which was afterwwds carried to Rome, and another 
to Conftantinople, anciently flood on. the fite of Heliopolis. A., 
temple dedicated to the fun is faid alfb formerly to have flood here. 

On the 2d of July .three boats, with two hundred French fick, 
failed down the river to be embarked for France. An hundred and 
fifty boats were font to Boulac-an’d to Roudah, to be in readinefs to 
receive tlje baggage of the French troops who had capitulated. The 
Nile was at this time rifing daily. In the foquel I lhall enter into a 
particular detail of its rifo and fubfoquent'fall during my Hay in Egypt. 

Generals Moore and Hope came to the camp on*the 3d topgy 

s s 2 ‘ , 
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their rcfpeds to the Vizier. It being the firft vifit of the latter of 
thefe general officers lince the convention had been figned, be was 
invefted with a pelice by command of his Highnefs the Vizier. 

Several boats filled with fick French went down the Nile to Ro- 
fetta on the 5tb. 

A violent vomiting, unaccompanied by any other complaint, af- 
fe<S:ed at this time a confiderable number of perfons in camp. I was 
led to account for it by the relaxation and debility brought on by 
the extreme heat of the weather, which had had the effe<5l of weak- 
ening the organs of digefhion. As, however, it came on in mofl: 
cafes very fuddenly, I examined both the copper utenfils employed 
in cooking, and the w^ater of the Nile, which at the time of the rifing 
of that river is very thick and muddy, but could impute this com- 
plaint to. neither of thefe caulcs. 

I was informed that there were feveral cafes of malignant fever 
among the troops, who were allb attacked very generally by dyfen- 
tery, diarrhoea, and ophthalmy. In the latter of thefe complaints 
tKe eyes became red and painful, and the lids, fo fwollen almofl: im- 
mediately after the attack, that in. the courfe of a few hours the eyes 
were entirely clofed. In addition to thefe difeafes, the prickly beat 
and inflammatory eruptions of the Ikin were very prevalent, and 
appeared to have been brought on by great irritation on the furface 
of the body, wffiich, in confequence of the exceffive heat of the 
weather, was covered by a copious tranfudation from the pores. It 
is not difficult to conjedure that this difeafed ftate of the fkin might 
have been occafioned by a check given, for however ffiort a period, 
fo the paflag^SiOf the pcripirable matter. 
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The corpfe of General Kleber was on the 0th raifed by the French, 
from the tomb in which it had been depofited at Fort Ibrahim Bev 
•under a general difcharge of artillery from the forts, citadel, &c. This 
ilep was preparatory to its being conveyed to France. 

The Vizier paid a vifit to theCapitan Pacha, and alfo to- General. 
Hutchinfon. 

About this time our exif|ence was rendered very uncomfortable 
by the immenfe clouds of duft which were thrown up daily, about, 
one or two o’clock in the afternoon, by the frefli breezes which ge- 
nerally blew from the north- weft. To the great heat of the at- 
molphere, as well, as to the irritation produced by the duft on the 
organ of vifion, the prevalence of ophthalmy in Egypt at this feafon: 
may certainly be aferibed;. 

The French Generals Morand and Dongelot, -who had negociated 
the convention on the part of General Beliard, were on the 8th in- 
vefted with pelices by cotnmand of his Highnefs the Vizier. 

On the Qth General Hutchinfon and the Capitan Pacha had each 
of them a conference with the Vizier ; and in the evening Colonel 
Stewart, with the 89th regiment, and a detachment of tire 80th,. 
marched and took pofteffion of the citadel of Cairo. . 

The Vizier on the loth marched with his whole -army, and en-^ 
camped near to the works of Cairo; and clofe in.with Boulac.. He 
afterwards entered the town, attended by Hsfuite, and having vifited 
the principal ftreets, bazars, and public places, returned to camp. 

. Early in the morning of the l ith the miffion marched in^o Cairo, 
and was immediately put in pofteffion of the houft, the property of 
EaftTan Bey, one of. the. Mameluke, which had.been^recently occu- 
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pied by tbe Frencb Inflitute. The forts Inftitute and Ibraliim Bej , 
on this fide of the Nile, together with the ifland of Rouda and Giza 
on the oppolite bank, were ftill in the poReffion of the French. 

In paffing through the ftreets I obferved that the principal of the 
bazars w'ere flint, there being but few commodities for fale. The 
utmoft tranquillity prevailed ; and many of the inhabitants, who had 
the lame wretched appearance with thole of the other towns and 
villages of Egypt, fainted us on our way. 

I rode after dinner to the citadel, fituated on an eminence beneath 
Mount Mokatam, by which it is commanded. The buildings within- 
fide were for the greater part in ruins, little attention having latterly 
been paid except to thofe which were calculated for defence, and 
which, on a clofe infpedion, appeared to be but ill adapted to luch a 
.purpofe. The commanding pofition of the citadel, which occupies 
a great extent of ground, is, notwithftanding, flich as to enable thofe 
within to annoy the enemy on his approach. From the quarters of 
Colonel Stewart I had a very complete and extenfive view of Old 
Cairo,- Grand Cairo, Boulac, Giza, the ifland of Rouda, the Pyra- 
mids, the Nile, &c. The grand aquedudl rifmg from the Nile, and 
afcending to the caftle with upwards of two hundred arches, was 
diftindlly in fight. 

On the 14th, the SOth and Sflth regiments took polTeflion of the 
forts on the fide of the Nile on which we were encamped. A party 
of Mamelukes and Arnauts croffed the river, to accompany the 
French troops, who were to leave Rouda on the following morning. 
Thofe who had capitulated afhounted to about twelve thoufand; and 
wqre to be accompanied to France by the Coptic General Yacoub, 
and a confiderable number of male and female Arabs, 
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I rode on the morning of the 15 th to the refervoir of the aquedudl 
on the bank of the Nile, in the vicinity of which labourers were 
employed in banking up the earth to prevent the influx of the Nile 
during its afcent, until a particular period when the mound w'hich 
has been thus thrown up is broken down with great ceremony, and 
the waters allowed to pafs through Grand Cairo by the canal which 
is by Savary denominated the Prince of the Faithtul. 

In palling through the gateway which leads to Old Cairo beneath 
the aqueduft, I met with feveral columns of redfpotted granite, fomc 
of which were in a tolerably perfed Rate, and were more than forty 
feet in length, with a diameter of five feet. 

I vifited in the evening a bath fituatednear the houfe in which we 
were lodged. It differed in this refped from the baths of Conftanti- 
nople, that it vvas neceffary to defeend into a fquare cifiern of warm 
water, fupported to a certain height by the conffant introdudlion of 
that fluid. The bath was very neat, and paved with marbles of dif- 
ferent colours, which were fo difpofed as to refemble a teffelated 
pavement-. Indeed, the floors of the greater part of the principal 
houfes at Cairo are paved in this manner, fo as to produce a cool and 
pleafing effedt; 

Cairo and its dependencies were on the above day evacuated by the 
French, agreeably to the convention. They were accompanied on 
their march by the Britilh troops and a part of the Turkifli army. 
Britifh garrifons were at the fame time thrown into Giza and Fort 
Ibrahim Bey, The baggage belonging to the French was fent down. 

the river in an immenfe number of germs. 

On. the morning of the lOthI rode, to theMckias. arNilometer^ it 
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derives its name from the ufe to which it has been dedicated, Mc- 
kias fignifying a meafure. It is fituated on the fouthern extremity 
of the ifland of Rouda, which, when compared with the country we 
had recently palTed through, had the appearance of a nicely cultivated 
garden. Within this building there is a lofty ftone column, pro- 
vided with a capital of the Corinthian order. It rifes from a fquare 
deep bafin, its Inferior extremity having a communication with the 
.Nile, the waters of which, in afcending, have a free inlet. Upon 
the column are marked the different degrees of the elevation of the 
waters ; and thefe degrees are noted down in proportion as the river 
rifes or falls. In the former of thefe -cafes, when it has afcended to 
the height -of fourteen cubits, the mound which had been thrown up 
at the mouth of the canal, denominated the canal of the Prince of 
the Faithful, is broken down, to the end that the refrefhing and fer- 
tilizing waters may fpread themfelves through the city, and over the 
whole of the adjacent level country to tlie northward of Grand 
Cairo, &c» 

On .the above day his Highnefs the Grand Vizier made his public 
entry into Cairo, under a general difcharge of artillery, an(| amidi: 
the acclamations of the inhabitants, who were affembled in immenfc 
numbers on this great and foleran occafion. The whole of the cere- 
ijiony was conduced without the fmalled: confiifionu 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

EX'CURSION TO THE PYRAMIDS OE GIZA THE THREE GREAT PYSAIvlIDB — 

ENTRANCE INTO THE GREj^T PYRAMID — DIMENSIONS OP THE GREAT 
PYRAMID — OP THE CHAMBERS WITHINSIDE — PASSAGES INTO THE PTEA- 
MID~-GALLERY THE GREAT SPHYNX VESTIGES OP ANTIGUE BUILD- 

INGS— ASCENT TO THE SUMMIT OP THE EXTERIOR— DISTANT VIEW OP 
THE PYRAMIDS OP SACCARA— PRESENT FROM THE SULTAN TO THE VI- 
ZIER CEREMONY ON THIS OCCASION FESTIVAL ON THE BIRTH-DAY" 

OP THE MOTHER OP MAHOMED — MARRIAGE PROCESSION AT CAIRO— 

DETAILS RELATIVE TO THE PLAGUE INDISPOSITION GP THE GRAND 

YaZIER — DEATH OP MR. WHITEMAN — UNHEALTHINESS OP THE CLIMATE 

OP EGYPT — EXCESSIVE HEAT — THEDATE TREE AND ITS FRUIT OPENING 

OP THE CANAL — INUNDATION OF THE NILE — INTERESTING CONVERSA- 
TION WITH AN ABYSSINIAN PRIEST CONFIRMATION OP BRUCE’s AU- 

THENTICITY — VOYAGE IN COMPANY WITH MR. CLARKE AND OTHERS 
TO VIEW THE PYRAMIDS O-F SACCARA, AND THE PLAIN OF MUMMIES — ' 
SHBICK ATMAN— ARAB MARRIAGE— PYRAMIDS OF SACCARA — PLAIN OP 
THE 'MUMMIES SUPPOSED SITE OP MEMPHIS DESCENT INTO THE CA- 

TACOMBS— HORRID APPEARANCE — PIT OR CATACOMB OP BIRDS— 
EGYPTIAN IDOLS, 

.,1 

A BOUT this period I madeRn excuriion, ■with 'R party, to the 
X X pyramids of-Gjza, ■ of whieh the three principal are iii a tole- 
rable flate of prejEervatiott. Several of a fmaller fize are fituated vety 


near to each other, in a diredlion from eaft to weft, behind the for- 
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fecond Is but little inferior to it in fize ; and the third comparatively 
Email, but the proportions of it would be confidercd as very great, if 
it was placed in an ifolated Rate from the others. This fmaller o 
the three principal pyramids appears to have been finiihed with infi- 
nite pains and labour, the earth which furrounds it being covered on 
all fides with imraenfe blocks of beautiful red granite and porphyry, 
with which it is highly probable it was originally coated. On fe- 
deral of the blocks there are deep furrows, from which itwould/eem 
that -they had been anciently conneded together by metallic hoops 
or faftenings, which having been corroded by time, by the occafional 
moifture of the atmofphere, and by other caufes, the blocks had been 
fet at liberty, and had fucceffively fallen to the ground. 

The whole of thefe Rupendous monuments of antiquity, which, if 
they cannot boaft of any particular elegance of Rrudure, are notwith- 
Handing very extraordinary efforts of human enterprife and labour, 
are built of a calcareous fubflance,, fome parts of which are hard, and 
others of a fofter texture. On the larger of the pyramids I engraved 
my name near to the entrance without any difficulty ; and in fo 
doing followed the example of thoufands of perfons who had thus 
commemorated their vifit to this celebrated fpot. In entering within 
I afeended but a Email diftance, contenting myfelf with barely pene- 
trating into the narrow paffage. My companions were, however, 
in general, naore adventurous, and fupplied me with a variety of in- 
tereRing fads and obfervations. 

The pyramids 6f Giza are fituated about ten miles to the fouth- 
weRof Cairo, on an elevated and rocky ground, the furface of which 
is ’ Covered with white fahds# fotmijpg the ridge of the Lybjan 
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mountains by which the inundation of the Nile is bounded to the 
weftward. Their planes are direded towards the four quarters of 
the globe. The external dimenfions of the great pyramid have been 
the fubjed of much difpute : neither of its fides being level with the 
others, it was difficult to find the true horizontal bafe ; but the 
length of the fuppofed bafe has been varioufly eftimated at from fix 
to eight hundred Engllffi feet. According to the meafureraent lately 
taken by the French, however, the height of the great pyramid is fee 
hundred feet, and its bafe feven hundred. Above the great chamber 
withinfide, in which the farcophagus or coffer is depofited, there is a 
fmaller chamber about eighteen feet in length and in width. The 
firfl: paffage by which the vifitor defeends into the pyramid is more 
than an hundred feet in length. That which leads to the great 
chamber is nearly of the fame extent ; and the main gallery is in 
length an hundred and fifty feet. I have be?n favoured by a Britifh 
officer of engineers with the following meafurement, taken with the 
utmofl precifion, both of the great ohamber and of the farcophagus. 
It is as follows : 

Feet, Indies* 

Length of the chamber 
Breadth of the fame 
Length of the farcophagus ' 

^ - Width of its interior ^ 

Depth of the fame "> 

Height withoutfide 
Thicknefs of the ftone 
■ ■' - ■ ,, , 


34 4 

" 17 f 

6 6 

- ' 2 2 | 
2 8 

^ ■ 3 5f 

- , ' , 4' 
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The great pyramid does not appear, any more than the others, to- 
have been finilhed according to the original defign. The lower parts- 
or foundations, interiorly, feem to have been formed of the incrufta- 
tions of the rocky furface, which, in pafGng th^pugh- the narrow paf.- 
Urges, is perceptible in feveral places, \ 

At the time of our vifit the heat was extremity oppreffive. • I col- 
I'eded leveral fragments of the calcareous Rone employ,ed in the con- 
Rrudion of the pyramids, together with feveral detached pieces of 
granite. At the diftance of about two hundred |:ards to the eaft of 
the great,, pyramid is the Sphynx^ a fculptured h^dof an enormous 
fize hewn out of the folid rock, though it feems. by the veins in the 
Rones to- be compofed of feveral Rones laid upon another, and Rip- 
ported by feveral large blocks of Rone which form the lower part of 
the buR, and which have been Ibmewhat decayed by time. The fea- 
tures of this Rupendous figure (about twenty-fiye feet in height, and 
fifteen from the ear to the chin) are tolerably preferved, with the ex- 
ception of the nofe, which has been wantonly ^fcutilated. It was ibr-- 
merly conjedpred tha|:: the he^.of the Sphynx waS-eonneRed with a 
body of pteportioaate dimenfions ; but the French, ty digging away 
the fand round its- foundations, have demotiR;rated the, erroneoufnefs 
of this, opinion. The features of this enornibus buR are 'feminine, 
and in Ibrae degree relemble the Ethiopian or Nubfen race. 

In the vicinily of the pyramids we met with the yeRiges of leveral 
antique buSdii^s, |he Ro^S employed in the conRru^on of which 
were of an enbiSmops fize. , In -one of thefe ruins we found a capa- , 
cioiis and deep well, , whk:hj, was entirely dty. It was withifomO ' 
diffit:^lty that we traced the fite of the buildings^ in confequeltibe of 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. SSfT 

the drifting of the fands, and the fragments of the pyramids, which 
lay in great heaps on the furface of the ground. The ftones which 
had been precipitated from the great pyramid had formed, together 
with the drifted fands, a large hillock, which it was neceffarj to af- 
cend to reach the entrance into the interior. 

Several of our party afeended to the fummit from the eaftern 
angle, but not without fubjedling themfelves to great labour, each 
of the fteps (which amount in all to about two hundred), from one 
Rone to another, meafuring from two feet and a half to three feet, 
fo as to render the defeent afterwards equally painful and hazardous. 
In entering the chamber withinfide, it was neceffary to be provided 
with candles or torches to light the paffages. 

At the diftance of about two miles to the north of the pyramids, 
we could diRinguifti the remains of two Rone bridges, which we 
had not time to infped .on our return. From thefe pyramids we 
had a-view 4 of feven others, at and in the neighbourhood of Saccara, 
dlRant about twelve or fourteen miles from thofe of Giza. 

My narrative was broken off at the public entry of the Grand Vizier 
into Cairo, from which time nothing particular occurred until the 2 iR 
(July), when his Highnefs received from the Sultan a prefent of a 
beautiful handjar,or dagger, Rudded with diamonds, of great brilliancy, 
and eRimated at an hundred and fifty thoufand piaRres, upwards of 
ten thoufand pounds Englifhi The prefent was accompanied by 
the- Grand Seignor’s hatTcheriff, or letter, with the imperial feal and 
fignature of the Sultan, on which occafion (as on all fimllar ones) 
the following cererhony yv'as obferVed :rr-The divan being foirntod of 
the following 
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ftate, principal Pachas, and Janilfar}' Aga, the Reis Effendi brought 
in the Sultan’s letter. The chiaoufes, who v,?ere drawn up in a line, 

. now exclaimed aloud — “ Maj the Almighty preferve the Grand 
“ Seignor and the Grand Vizier.” At thefe words all who were 
prefent rofe lap, and the Vizier advanced to the middle of the divan, 
where he received the hat-fcherifF from the Reis Effendi, with the 
cufloniary falutation of kiffing it, and putting it to his head. He 
then returned it to the Reis Effendi, who read aloud the contents, 
the chiaoufes repeating, during this .part , of the ceremony, their for- 
mer ejaculations, ^ 

It has been feen that ‘on this Occafion the chiaoufes, or-meffeiigers, 
bore a very confpicuous part in the ceremany. ^ In an 'early part of 
this work I entered into a particular detail of their fundlions and 
offices ; and fhall here attempt a concife defcription of their chief, 
the Chiaous Baflii, who holds in the Turkifh empire an appoint- 
ment of fuch great dignity, and of fo confiderable emolument, that 
after thp entry of the' (Ottoman army into Cairo, the Sultan, as a 
peculiar- mark of his favour and approbation, appointed to this office 
tbe Reis Effendi. Among his more immediate duties, he accom- 
panies the foreign ambaffadors and’ minlfters who are introduced to 
. the prefence of the Sultan ; expedites the hat-feheriff, or royal let- 
ter; and introduces to the divan, or council of Rate, at ConRanti- 
nople, all thofe who have any bufinefs to tranfad with the miniRers. 
He llkewife hears and redreffes grievances, and takes cognizance of 
all petty offences, thus affurping the office of judge. Plate XVIII, 
cohve\'s a corredl idea of the coRume of this officer. 

•Ruffeil, one of the -civil artificers belonging to the_ miffion, m re-* 
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pairing tlic bridge of boats thrown acrofs the Nile, and conftrudled 
by the French to preferve a communication with Giza, fell into the 
river on the 23 d, and was unfortunately drowned. The extreme 
rapidity of the current prevented all poffibility of the body being 
found. 

I made an excurfion with a party to Giza, on the abo^e day, -and 
examined the works arid .fortifications, which appealed to be verv 
imperfed, and pofTeffing but little ftrength. The late Mourad Bey 
had eftablifhed at his houfe in that place a foundery for cannon* 
which the French, during their flay there, had confiderably im- 
proved. 

In the evening the Arabs paraded- the ftreets of Cairo, with lights, 
chaunting Arab fentences, and carrying on they: heads figures dreffed 
for the occafion. I found on enquiry, that it was a fete in comme- 
moration of the birth of- the mother of IVIahomed. The Arab fheicks 
are cuftomarily drefied in a loofe woollen robe, or cloak of a deep 
blue or purple colour, with a large blue and white plaid handker- 
■ chief, thrown negligently acrofs one of the fhoulders, and hanging 
loofely down behind. They are in general armed with a fabre, and 
a long fpear, and are mounted On mares which appear to be very 

fleet. ■ ' , , ,• 

On the 26th the Britifli coEriffl^der in chief. General Hutchin- 

fon* left Cairo on his way to Rof^.*- 

' ' ' ’ 

♦ As the author, is not in poffejEon of the date when this commander was firft ho- 
noured with his prefent title, he hopes the reader will excufe any inaccuracy th^e 
may be in diftinguUhnig him, as well as other Illuftrious perfons, by the titles by which 
they are at prefect beft' known. ’ 
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I was prefent, on this day, at a grand proceffion or cavalcade of 
the women of Cairo, who were mounted on alTes, on which they 
rode aftride, being fcated on faddles, or rather on pads, of an uncom- 
mon height and breadth, covered with fmail Turkey carpets. This 
proceffion was occafioned by the approaching nuptials of two of the 
females belonging to the party, each of whom was a fine girl of 
about fourteen years of age, and was diffcinguifhed from the reft of 
the company by a rich fliawl. I w^as told that, previoufly to the 
celebration of the marriage rite, it was the coiiftant cuftom of the 
females of Cairo to parade the town in this manner. 

*In paying a viftt, -on the 29th, t 5 ati Arab merchant of Cairo, I 
met with a Mameluke, who entered into fome particular details re- 
lative to the laft attaglc of plague in that place, w’hich he deferibed 
as having been more fevere than any that had been experienced for 
many years before. He could not afeertain the lofs w'hich the popu- 
lation had fuftained ; but told me, that in a particular diftridl, in 
which ther? were two hundred and feventy Greeks, Icvehty of them 
had fallen vidlims to this dafeafe. -It frequently happened that the 
attack-w'as, in the fpace.of twelve or twenty-four hours, fucceeded 
by the death of the infedlcd perfon. This..Mameluke’had himfelf 
been afflidled with the difeafe, which had terminated the exiftence 
of fifteen of his family. In feveral of the towns and villages of the 
Said, the mortality w'as fo great, that the cattle,, horfes, and other 
animals. Were left to .wander in the ftreets and in the fields in fearch 
of their fubfiftence, , without having any one toftate charge of them. 
He fald the difeafe wai? obferved to travel frqm town to town ; havw 
ing for-inftanefi, on the latter dccafion, made its firft appearance nt 
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Damafcus, and vifited progreffively the intermediate towns and vil- 
lages, fcarcely one of which efcaped its deftrudive ravages, until it 
came to Cairo. In other cafes it fet out from the latter place, and 
made its progreffive advances into Syria. 

The Vizier had been for fome time ferioufly indlfpofed, and 
claimed much of my attention. I found him pretty well recovered 
on the evening of the 30 th, when I Ipent nearly two hours with 
him, and vifited his garden, his fuperb ftud of horfes, &c. I took 
fherbet and coffee with his Highnefs, in a room paved with marble, 
having a fountain in the middle, and being otherwife very hand- 
fomely ornamented. 

On the evening of the Sift Mr, Whiteman, affiftant commiffary, 
died from the effeds of exceffive fatigue, and from an expofure to 
the intenfe heat of lhe fun’s rays, during a journey to Saccara, which 
he had undertaken on the preceding day. At this jundure the cli- 
mate of Egypt appeared to ad on the temperament of the human 
body, by inducing fb great an irritability as to render it extremely 
fufceptible to morbid adion. The fudden generation of difeafe, and 
the celerity with which it ran through its fucceffive ftages, may be 
■thus explained. 

On the afternocm of the ift of Auguft the corpfe of Mr. Whiteman 
was interred in rthe Cbriftian burial ground in the vicinity of the 
aquedud. ' 

The great heats which prevailed at this time were produdive of 
prickly heat, painfpl. puftular eruptions of the fkin, bolls, atfd cither 

jGmilar complaipts.^ Xhetites of tho knat's, 
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infeds, became inflamed, and produced very troublefbmc fuppu- 

rations. 

On the Gth his Highnefs the Vizier, who was now perfedly reco- 
vered from his late illnefs, invelled me with an ermine pcllce, as a 
mark of attention for the lervices I had rendered him. Colonel 
Beresford arrived at Giza with a detachment of the Indian army. 
A dilpatch was at the fame time fent off from Cairo to Suez, from 
which place a meflenger arrived in the courfe of the afternoon. 

The heat was now become fo infupportable, that it was necefi'ary 
■to keep as much as poflible within doors, efpecially as we were with- 
out the accommodation of Ihady walks, which we enjoyed in Turkey 
and in Syria. The only trees of any conflderable growth about Cairo 
are the iycamore and the date, the w’ood of the. former of which, 
being celebrated for the extreme clofenefs of its texture, as well as 
fojr its great hardnefs and incorruptible quality, was anciently em- 
ployed for the coffins of the mummies. From the latter the inha<- 
bitants of Cairo derive many advantages, by converting almoft every 
part of it to fome ufeful purpofe, in the fabrication of ropes, fences, 
brooms, fahs, mats for the table, hats, &c. The ftems of the leaves 
are wrought into bedfleads, well adapted to the climate, and fold at 
a very moderate ’price. 

• . General Barid and his ftaffi arrived at Cairo on the 7th, and hav- 
ing paid a viflt to his Highnefs the Vizier, were , invefted with pe- 
lices, and welcomed by every flattering ma^rk of attention. 

At this time the pealants were bufied in colledling the dates. This 
fruit, when firfl: gathered, is hard, Sind, of a reddilh colour j; but when 
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kept for a little time, ripens, and becomes foft, fo as to be fit for ufe. 
The Arabs eat it, however, in its crude and unripe Rate, at which 
time it muft, according to my opinion, be very difficult to digeft. 

The Indian army encamped on the 8th on the ifland of Roudah. 

At five in the morning of the Qth, being the time for the opening 
of the canal, I rode to its mouth, fituated near the aquedudl, and 
found there a vaft crowd of people alTembled to witnefs the cere- 
mony. Mahomed Pacha, and feveral other diftinguiflied Turks, 
were on the ground (feveral tents having been pitched for the occa- 
£on), with their bands of mufic playing ; and the germs, which 
were very numerous, had their colours and ftreamers flying. In the 
mean time the populace were amufed by difcharges of artillery, by 
the exhibition of fire-works, and of fkyrockets thrown into the air. 
The mound or dam having been interfeded, the water rulhed into 
the canal, and the boats, profiting by the occafion, rowed through 
Cairo, where the day was fpent in amufements and feRivities of every 
defcription. While the water was flowing into the canal, Mahomed 
Pacha threw into it, from time to time, pieces of money, which the 
Arabs, who dived with great addrefs in fearch of them, were very 
eager to poflefs. 

I fhould obferve here, that J'had been by no means indifferent to 
the progreflive augmentation’ of the< Waters of the Nile, the fefult 
of my obfervations on which, and on the fubfequent fall, will be 
given in the proper place. ' ’ 

On the loth we had a kampfm wind, which bkw 
clouds of duR, forming lofty pillars jin the air, and tte p^Relek Of 
.'which, coiyoined'with' Iho; ihtenfe' heat hppteffcd 
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us beyond meafure. On the following day the garden in front of the 
houfe in which we redded was completely inundated. 

I dined on the lOth at Giza, in company w'ith feveral Britifli officers, 
among whom were Colonel Stewart and Lord Blaney. I was told 
by the latter, that three privates of the 89th regiment, quartered at 
Rofetta, had been cured of the plague ; but I could not colledl any 
particulars relative to the mode of treatment which had been pur- 
filed. 

On the 18 th Colonel Lloyd, with the 86th regiment, and a de- 
tachment of fepoys, amounting in the whole to between dx and 
feven hundred men, marched from Giza to reinforce the sarrifon cf 
Fort Lefbie, and its dependencies. 

Colonel Stewart, commanding the 89th regiment, was on this 
day invefted with a pelice by his Highnefs the Vizier, of whom be 
took. leave previoufly to his joining the Britiffi army Rationed near 
Alexandria. 

The temperature of the weather was at this time become very 
agreeable, and had a falutary effedl: on the health of the troops, 
among whom the cafes of ophthalmy .had nearly difappeared.. The 
Englifh tick at Fort Ibrahim were Rill, however, harafled by freffi 
attacks of dyfentery, and malignant fever. 

On the 25 .th I had a particular converfation with an Abyffinian 
prieR, recently arrived from his own country,, who was about to 
leave Cairo for Jerufalem, from religious motives, “and whofe details 
relative to his native territory were extremely intereRing. He aiTured 
me that the indigenous inhabitants Rill perfevered in their cuRom o>f 
eating raw a luxury in which, however, the prieRs were not 
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allowed to participate, but were, in conformity to their religious 
tenets, obliged to cook the meats- necelTary to their fubfiftence. He 
calculated that his return to Abyffinia would occupy a fpace of three 
months. In the courfe of our converfation it appeared that he was 
familiarly acquainted with many of the plants and aninaals, of which 
the celebrated Bruce has in his Travels given engravings and written 
deferiptions. Mr. Bruce’s book being at hand, the engravings, &c. 
were Chewn to him, and he gave to the animals and other productions 
the names which Bruce had annexed to them. I was thus enabled to 
fatisfy myfelf of the accuracy of a part of what has been fo ftrongly 
queftioned in the accounts, which the above traveller has publifhed. 

General Beard, and feveral of his officers, took leave of the Vizier 
on the 26th, previoufly.to their departure for Rofetta with the Indian 
army. They were invefted with pelices, .and received the raoft dif- 
tinguiffie-d marks of attention. 

On the fucceeding day a part of the above army, together. with 
the brigade commanded by Colonel Stewart, embarked on board of 
germs, and failed for the above deftination. They were followed on 
the 28th by the General and the remainder of the iorces under his 
command. The troops Rationed at Giza, were, in confequence of 
this movement, commanded by Colonel Barnfay. 

On the evening of the 27th I fet out, in company with Meffrs. 
Clarke and Crippsj two gentlemen of Suffex, who were on their tra- 
vels-, and a German gentleman of the name of Hammer, to vifit the 
pyramids of Saccara, and the plain o( mummies, in Upper Egypt. 
We -proceeded to the bridge near our dwelling, on^the canal of the 
Prince of the Eaithfnl, and entered h germ .h^d Bwn prepared 



334 


TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 


for us. After our feamen Lad rowed on the canal for the fpace of 
half an hour, we entered the Nile, where the mafts and fails were 
hoifted, and a fine fmart breeze having fprung up from the north- 
ward, we profecuted our voyage very- fuccefsfully. The large fail 
having been fpread, Cairo was very foon at a confiderable diftance 
behind us ; and after a very agreeable voyage of three hours, we came 
to a village called Sheick Atman, fituated on the weftern bank of 
the Nile, and diftant from Cairo from twelve to fourteen miles. We 
landed there, and found a party of the natives affembled in the midfl: 
of a beautiful grove of 4ate-trees, to celebrate the marriage of two 
young perfons belonging to the village. An Arab climbed with 
great agility to the lofty fummit of one of thefe trees, to procure us 
a f-ipplj of the ripe fruit The moon, in its full :^lendour, gave a 
luftre to the beautifully romantic fcene we had come fo opportunely 
to witnefs ; and we noticed that the company had pitched two tents, 
from which the coffee and other refrefhments were ferved. Several 
of the dancing girls, whofe attendance is conflantly required on thefe 
oceaflons, exhibited their feats and agility to the found of the double 
feed, and of a kind of drum open at. one of the extremities, and 
fhaped like a bell. 

The dance being concluded, and the night fetting in, the com- 
pany retired to reft, many of the men, not within the dwellings, but 
without ^ors, according to the uftial pra<5lice of the Arabs in the 
fummer feafoa, fn this way they lie fcattered over the plains, like 
Rocks of flieep, wfth the clo(;Res they have taken off fpread beneath 
thtem, and covered from bead to foot by the large handkerchief which , 
t^y wear in the day-time acrofs the ftioulders. 
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Our attendants kindled a fire for us, and procured us tea and other, 
refrefhments, after having partaken of which we retired to reft in the 
germ. We were, however, fo much attrafted by the beauty and 
novelty of the fcene, that it was near one in the morning before we 
could prevail on ourfelves to feek repofe. We rofe at the early dawn, 
to profecute our voyage ; and foon after faw the fun rife majeftically,. 
and gild the lofty fummit of Mount Mokatam. Having breakfafted,. 
the fails were Ipread, and we quitted Sheick Atman. In confe-" 
quence of the late inundation the river had taken feveial windings,, 
by which our diftance was confiderably prolonged. The morning, 
however, being cloudy, fo as- to flielter us from the intenfe rays of the 
fun, and. a cool and refrelhing breeze having fct in from the north- 
wardi our voyage amidft the numerous little iflands which the river 
had formed was highly agreeable. On the banks the inhabitants 
were engaged in watering the more elevated grounds which could 
not receive the benefit of the inundation. For this purpofe they 
employed leathern buckets, one of which was faftened to the extre- 
mity of a long pole, having at its other extremity a heavy ftone to 
counterpoife the weight of the bucket, and forming in this way a. 
kind. of lever. The water was thus drawn up from the Nile, and 
thrown into troughs, from which furrows were earned to convey it 
to^every part of the high grounds. • On thefe grounds the dourra or 
Indian. corn and indigo plant had a very healthy and promifing ap- 
pearance. 

Between , the two banks of the Nile there was a fingular 
The eaftern ftiore exhibited little more than a deftrt, th6,^^ii|fttiop 
being confined to a very^n»row.iEpoflahd,Ae,^,,tkei.|^iit^^:r^ ^ 
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chain of lofty and fterile mountains which terminated at Mount 
Mokatam near Cairo ; while the weftern bank difplayed a confi- 
derable number of extenfive groves of date-trees, interfperfed with 
grounds in a highly cultivated Rate. The rich and beautiful appear- 
ance. of the date-trees was at this time heightened by the 6ne golden 
colour of the ripening fruit. This was not, however, the Rate in 
which it was preferred by the Arabs in general : that they eat it in 
its unripe and crude Rate, when it is very unwholefome and indi- 
geRible, is a fad: I have already noticed ; and, in reality, their choice 
with refped to fruits and vegetables of every defcription, which they 
feera to prefer before they have attained a due maturity, is highly 
depraved. Several of the date-trees were of the dwarf kind, and 
were denominated by the Arabs Belah Mahat, in contradiRindion 
to thofe of a larger growth, but yet of the dwarf kind, which are 
called Belah See way. 

We entered a fmall canal, and proceeded to the villages of Men- 
fliee and Dafliou, diRant from Grand Cairo about twenty-four miles, 
and lituated at the foot of the mountain on the fummit of which we 
obferved thofe of the pyramids in the neighbourhood of Saccara that 
have the moR devated pofition. One only of them was entire ; and 
they differed very effentially in their figure from thofe of Giza. We 
followed in a northern diredion the elbow of the canal, and were, 
catrifed into a large lake formed by the inundation, and extending to 
the village of Saccara, near to which Rand the two principal pyra- 
mids, and, in their vicinity, the plain of mummies, on a fandyhil! 
or eminence, whofe bottom is of hard rock, a circumflance that was 
©.b|ervable when we entered the pits. 
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Acrofs this lake, which ran eaft and w'eft, was a large mound, or 
caufcway, which led from a village oppofite to Saccara to the foot of 
the pyramids, and at the commencement of which, next to the vil- 
lage, was a ftone bridge having feveral arches. Near to it was an 
elevated ground, which, as it correfponded exactly with the account 
fome authors have given of the portion of Memphis, we fancied to be 
the lite of that ancient and celebrated city. Our conjectures relative 
to the lake were that it had been applied by the inhabitants of Mem- 
phis to the purpofe of tranfporting their dead to the plain or fepulchre 
of mummies. 

Previoufly to our arrival the Sheick of Boufir, a neighbouring vil- 
lage, had been requefted to procure us horfes and guides to enable us 
the more readily to reach the pyramids, and the other fpots we were 
defirous to vifit. They were no fooner arrived than w^e mounted 
and rode to the pyramids and plain of the mummies, having taken 
the precaution to be provided with rope-ladders, candles, and what- 
ever betides was neceflary for the inveftigation of the catacombs, into, 
which we were about to defcend. In entering the pit wx were 
obliged to take off a part of our garments; ard having reached the 
interior w'ere ftruck wdth awe by the folemn and novel fcene which 
prefented itfelf to our view. Within the fubterraneous vaults or 
chambers the bones of mutilated mummies, which had been to often 
rifled and diflurbed that not one of them could be found in an entire 
flate, lay fcattered in confufed heaps, together with the bandages 
and coatings by which they had been enveloped, the latter rcfem- 
bling a black bituminous fubftance. Ad nothing in the vaults had 
preferved its original pofition,.it was in vain .for us.to^rofocute oqr 
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refearches to come at any thing like a perfect: mnnimy ; and we con- 
tented onrfelves accordingly with collecting fome oi the mutila.ted 
portions, and fome of the bituminous matter, afcending afterwards 
to the mouth or pit of the catacombs. The air of the cells into 
which we had penetrated was foul, noifome, and extremely unplea- 
fant to our fenfations, fmee, independently of the excluhon of the 
external air, and of the generation of damp vapours, there was an 
additional fburce of noxious effluvia from the gradual and progreffive 
decay of the fiibffcances they contained. They appeared to have 
been cut out of the fblid rock, and to have been coated on the fupe- 
rior part by a thick layer of fand. The entrance which led to them 
was a fquare opening of about four feet ; &nd in penetrating into them 
we had to defeend from fourteen to fixteen feet, by means of a ladder 
made of cords, which being too flender and feeble for fuch a purpofe, 
our talk was not accompliflied without confiderable difficulty, and 
fome degree of danger. The pits had been prepared for our vifit by 
the Arabs, who had for that purpofe cleared away the ftones and 
rubbifh by which the entrance is ufually choked. 

From the above pits or catacombs wd.|>roceeded to thofe of the 
birds, diflant from the former, in a north- weftern direClion^ nearly a 
mile. The opening was not unlike that through which W’^e had 
already penetrated ; but the entrance into it was, as well as the fub- 
fequent tafk w’^e had to perform, rendered extremely difficult by the 
loofe fand and fragments of flone which conllantly fell on us 
while wkhm the mouth of the pit, and by which we were at 
intervals nearly fuffocated." Having defeended to the foot of the 
ladder, we entered an aperture not larger than the fizc of the bodji 
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and in proceeding through this opening were obliged to lie flat on 
the breaft, groping our way until we reached the paflage which 
led to the pit, a diftance of forty or fifty feet. In this palTage we 
found fereral of the vafes or urns, of baked earth, and of a conical 
fiiape, "which had contained the mummies of the facred birds. It 
was fmall and narrow, and extended for the ipace of upwards of 
twenty yards, when at length we entered a lomew^hat larger pafTage, 
which allowed us to change the pofition of the body, and to walk 
eredl, and at our cafe. 

After a few minutes of further toil and perfeverance, we reached 
the chamber or paflTage in which the mummies were depofited, in 
earthen jars nearly two feet in height, narrow and rounded, partaking 
of the fhape of a loaf of fugar : they were arranged tier over tier, 
and completely filled up the fides of the paflage. We felefted feveral 
of thofe which were the moft perfedl, and brought them away with 
us. No precaution having been taken to guard againfl; the rude at- 
tacks of thofe who had vifited this facred depofitory, the fragments 
of vafes in which the mummies had been anciently depofited, w'ere 
fcattered over the paflage in fuch profufion, as to have formed heaps 
of rubbifti over which we wxre obliged to crawl on our hands and 
knees for a confiderable diftance. We opened feveral of thoft which 
were ftlll in an entire ftate, to come at their contents. We found 
that the bill,, the bones, and feveral of thefeathers even, of the birds, 
bad 'been preftrved after fo very confiderable a lapfc of time, the 
fame bandages with the bituminous matter and compofition of fpices 
having been applied to their prefervation with thofe that had b^en 
employed for the hnrnan bodyv We were thus enabled fo afleertain 
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that the Ibis of the ancients is precifcly the bird of which Bruce has 
given a minute defcription, and which is to this day called by the 
Arabs abou hannes. Thefe birds are in Lower Egypt, I imagine, 
become very fcarce, as I do not recoiled to have feen one alive dur- 
ing my Iray in that country: a w'hite bird, called ox keeper, by Sa- 
vary, has been occafionally taken for the Ibis ; from which it differs 
much in the fhape of the bill, and in its plumage. 

As it was held facred by the ancient Egyptians, the uncommon 
pains they beftowed in preferving its body from corruption cannot be 
deemed extraordinary, more efpecially as, by its remarkable inftind, 
it is faid to have preferved Egypt from a great calamity, which it 
would otherwife have encountered. It 'may be unneceffary for "me 
to point out in this place to the well-informed reader that I allude 
to the period when, according to ancient records, the fouth winds 
conveyed to that country from the Lybian deferts, numerous fw^arms 
of what have been denominated flying ferpents, but which were moft 
probably locufls, to devour the fruits of the earth, and to eat up the 
harvefts. As the feafon of their invafion drew near, the facred birds, 
guided by the inftindl which warned them of their approach, pro- 
ceeded, it is faid, in large flights, and, laying wait for their devaftat- 
ing enemies, deffroyed them, and thus prevented the ravages with 
which Egypt was threatened. It was perhaps owing to this fortu- 
nate prefervation from the horrors of famine, that the laws of the 
Egyptians relative to the Ibis were fo fevere, an irrevocable fentence 
of death being pronounced on any perfon who fhould kill one of 

thefe birds, even accidentally. 

* 

V{c returned" from the interior of the pit by the opening at which 
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we had entered, and were happy once again to refpire the frefli and 
wholcfome air, of the benefit of which vve had been fo long deprived. 
During our flay within, the cfFedl of the foul air and noifome damps 
was fuch, that we felt an oppreffion of the chefl, and breathed with 
fome difficulty. The fubterraneous pafTages were at the fame time 
fo heated, that a copious perfpiration w^as diffufed over the furface of 
the fkin. The talk we had impofed on ourfclves was not carried 
into execution without great labour and fatigue ; but it afforded us 
in return an infinite gratification. Having made an arrangement 
with the Arabs for the conveyance of our vafes, and the ineflimablc 
relics they contained, we took a furvey of the furrounding countr3>- 
from the plain of mummies, which is fituated on arx elevated and 
rocky hill, and overfpread with a confiderable number of pits. On 
its furface, which is covered with a light fand, the fragments of 
bones, of wooden coffins, and bits of the linen which had ferved as 
an envelope to the mummies, with other fubflances drawn from the 
pits, lay profufely fcattered. We had from this pofition a very ex- 
tenfive view of the Nile in its different windings and ramifications, 
as well as of the large trads of country it had inundated. 

In returning to our germ a great variety of curious Egyptian idols, 
which it w^as anciently the cuflom to depofit vvith the mummies, 
were tendered to us for falc. We purchafed a part of them ; and 
the Bedouin Arabs, who had aded in the capacity of guards, and 
had alfo been our guides in defeending into the pits, made us a pre- 
fent of a gazelle, or antelope. 

The fheick whom I have already mentioned had prepared a dinner 
for us, of which we partook on our entering the’ gerffij apd hoxffcd 
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fail, at four in the afternoon, on our return to Cairo, after a very 
agreeable, but at the fame time fatiguing, excurfion. 

The arrangement which we concerted was to land In the evening 
at Sheick Atman, and, having palTed the night there, to fet out 
early on the following morning for Cairo. In purfuing our route, 
the wind frelhened, and at length blew a ftrong gale from the north- 
ward, by which a high furf was^ thrown up. This induced our boat- 
men to take in the fail, and betake themfelves to their oars, in doing 
which they manifefted great prudence, the germ being a defcription 
of veflel very eaJy to overlet, in confequence of the great fpread of 
canvafs with which it is provided. At nine in the evening we 
reached the fpot where we' had agreed to land ; and on proceeding 
to the village, found the fame gaiety among its inhabitants, and the 
fame amufements as we had wltnelTcd the preceding evening. 

A fire having been kindled, we refreflied ourfelves with a cup of 
tea, and afterwards repofed until midnight, when the fail was hoifted, 
the violence of the wind -being confiderably abated. After a fail of 
a few hours, we reached the canal of the Prince of the Faithful 
and by four in the morning found ourlelves in our lodgings at Cairo» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


EXCURSION TO OLD CAIRO — GROTTO WHERE THE HOLY FAMILY TOOK 
' REFUGE FROM HEROd’s PERSECUTION CHAPEL OP ST. GEORGE EX- 
PECTED VISIT PROM THE PROPHET MAHOMED ARMISTICE CONCLUDED 

WITH THE FRENCH AT ALEXANDRIA EXCURSION TO BpULAC — AC- 
COUNT OF THE COLCASSIUM THE SAFFRON SHRUB CASSIRA — EGYP-' 

TIAN THORN GUM ARABIC HERBACEOUS PLANTS SURRENDER OP 

ALEXANDRIA TO THE BRITISH — MAGNIFICENT BURIAL PLACES — MAR- 
RIAGE PROCESSIONS INUNDATION OP THE NILE- EXCURSION TO 

MOUNT MOKATAM — SLAVE MARKET — LEPROSY — VOYAGE ON THE NILE 
TO ALEXANDRIA-— MENOUF — TWO VILLAGES SWEPT AWAY BY THE 
OVERFLOWING OP THE NILE — WESTERN BRANCH OF THE NILE MAN- 

NER OF PREPARING THE INDIGO — PLANTATIONS OP RICE AND SUGAR- 

CANES ROSETTA — PLAGUE AMONG THE BRITISH TROOPS UNDER GE!^ 

NERAL BAIRD — LAKE OF ABOUKIR — ARRIVAL AT ALEXANDRIA— rPOM- 

PEy’s pillar CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLE PART OF THE COLOSSUS OF 

MEMNON— RETURN TO CAIRO. 

O N the morning of the 30th of Auguft a falute was fired from 
the citadel of Cairo, in confequence of favourable intelligence 
received from the Capitan Pacha, and of Ibme fucceffes obtained by 
the Britiih army in the vicinity of Alexandria. , 

I rode on the 3lft to the different forts and towers eredbcd by the 
French to the north and north-eaft of Cairo, and was much con- 
cerned to fee the depredations committed by the Turks, fince their 
arrival, on the works and fortifications’, which were conftrudted of 
wood. Thefe fpoliations had been occaf?oned by th« want of fuel, 
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■whicli in Egypt is chiefly confined to the dung of animals, as I have 
already noticed. 

On the l{t of September I made an excurfion to Old Cairo, and 
vifited the grotto in which it is faid the holy family fought refuge 
when perfecuted by Herod. Jofeph, having been forewarned by 
the angel of the Lord of the meditated deftrudion of the infants by 
that tyrant, fled with the family into Egypt. Over the grotto is a 
Coptic church, the prieRs belonging to which derive fome advantage 
from the grotto itfelf, which they fliovv to ftrangers who vifit the 
ipot. They alfo difplay their Coptic boohs, and whatever curiofities 
their church contains. 

At an inconfiderable diftance from the grotto is an Armenian 
chapel, called the chapel of St. George, in conlequcnce of a part of 
the body of that faint having been, according to tradition, depofited 
there. In addition to this chapel, a church, called St. MIcarias,. 
Rands in the vicinity. 

This was a day of great feftivity among the Arabs, who enter- 
tained a perfuafion that their prophet Mahomed would pay them 
his cuftomary annual vifit, after having abfented himfelf during 

three years, in confequence of the Trench being in poflcjSion of 
Cairo. . ‘ 

Letters from the camp before Alexandria, received on the 2d, con- 
firmed the rumours which had been circulated on the preceding day, ' 
that, after three battles highly advantageous to the Britifli troops, 
and the capture of four redoubts, and a flotilla of gun-hoats. General 
Menou had demanded and obtained a truce of three days. 

The brother^of Lord Hutchinfon atrived at Cairo on the 3d with 
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difpatches to tbxC Vizier, containing the account of -the -anniftice con- 
cluded with the French at_Adexarfdria. On the receipt of thefe 
joyful tidings the Vizier inftantly fet out on a djerid party, in the 
courfe of which he caufed a JanifTary, who had cut and otherwife 
maltreated an Arab, to be ftrangled. We were informed that about 
this time near thirty of the Turkifh foldiery had fufFered death for 
djfFerent offences. When a JanifTary is condemned to die, what- 
ever may , be the nature of the crime he has committed, the punifh,- 
ment i invariably that of flrangling. 

Ofman Effendi, the new KiaBey, and Scheriff Effendi, the newly- 
appointed Tefterdar, arrived at Cairo on the 4th from Conflantinople. 

I made an excurfion in the morning to Boulac, which I found in 
a very ruinous Rate. Jt had formerly contained fevcral handfome 
"ftone buildings,, and was a place of conliderabic commerce. The 
iandihg-place for merchandize was very commodious; and the ba- 
zars were at the time of my vifit well fupplied. 

I dined afterwards with Monfieur Pine, a merchant of Cairo, with 
whom I had fome converfation relative to the produdtions of the 
country. He Informed me that the colcaffium, arum colocaffia, E. 

the co^eds'of the Arabs, was cultivated with great care at D'amietta. 

. , , , , , . ' 

' Its lea^pcsf are tery laige : the roots are conically fhaped, .and ate of 

twn kinds, the one red''ffld*i3itebther wMtei tffo* fdri^ef of wf'Hich are 
preforf*ed. They are' frUneWh^ ferret 'ffistertEbfe of the lotus, and 
are’h^Pfo' itili'^d In' fafltr- Is the |Jotafoe. The inhabitants are very 
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aboujicl. It wa3 a portion of one of thcle roots which I tafted while 
at Jaffa, in its crude ftate, and which produced a very acute and 
diftreffing fenfation of the mouth and fauces. They are cultivated 
in the fame manner with the potatoe. 

The carthamus fativus, or tindlorius, baftard faffron ffrub, is of 
great utility in Egypt, every part of it being applied to fome purpofe 
or other, The yellow flower, called by the Arabs ofsfur, is, as I 
have already remarked, employed as a dye ; the feeds, named cortoin, 
ferve for the extraffion of oil ; and the dried branches for fuel, as, 
well as for the manufadlure of charcoal. 

Among the few trees in the vicinity of Cairo the date and mul- 
berry are moll confpicuous, A fpecies ®£ the caffia fiflula grows to- 
a confidcrable height, and affords a very agreeable fliade. Its flowers 
are yellow and large, of a pleafmg fmell, and the middle is adorned'* 

with thrums which refemble tufts of filk. Its fruit is contained in 

/ 

a pod which refembles a bean, and is, as well as the leaves, of an 
aftringent quality, corrugating the fkin when externally applied. By 
, the Arabs thpi tree is, called lebback. The acacia,, piimofa nilotica, 
Lin.,or Egyptian .tl^orp, which they name feyfahban, is a beautiful 
tree ofavfery delicate appearance*, , the, leaves of jvhich rffep^^thofe 
of the fenfitive plant, . It bears a .fine round flower of S^.jSbw co- 
Ib.ujrj and of a very fragrant fmell. Its fruit, which refembles a large 
vetchjj K^lotitained in a pod. From this thorn the gum arable is 
colle^ed],'; , ;;^he^ of the fyeamore* or Pharaoh fig-tree, is 

* gemaiz r'ah!d\fhaf\(ff,tj^^,__lotu^^,^P^^^loi^Tf^ee^caiiioup, , ^ , y 

Among'^hc veg^^bjes is a a great refemhlance tn 

th^ EivOhoh bean, but is of an iiflejrior quality. Tli© bcdf| ej^rnmbn 
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mallow, lettuce, onions, turnip and other radifhes, are cultivated in 
the gardens : the root of the turnip radiflr is not, however, found, 
but more elongated like a carrot. The leeds of the lupin, which 
grows very luxuriantly, are held in great eftimation by the inhabi- 
tants, who alfo employ the lentils in their fbups and ragouts. 

Colonel Cole arrived on the 6th at Cairo with dilpatches to the 
Vizier, containing the official intelligence from the Britifli army of 
the capitulation and furrender of Alexandria. 

In the afternoon of the fame day we loft one of our military arti-‘ 
hcers, Taylor, who funk under an attack of fever and dyfentery. 

Colonel Cole, and feveral other officers from the Britifli army, to- 
gether with Colonel Holloway and Major Hope, dined on the 7th 
with the Vizier. 

Generals Coote and Ludlow, with their aids-du-camp, and fuites, 
and feveral other British officers, arrived at Cairo on the gth from 
the army before Alexandria, and paid their relpeds to his Highnefs, 
who on the following day reviewed in their prefence the regiment of 
Sepoys. The review being concluded, a grand djer id party was* or- 
dered by the Vizier for the amufement of the Britifh Generals and 
Officers,^They afterwards dined with the Vizier a V Anglaife, Colonel 
Hollowii/ and Major Hope being of the party. THeGeneralf were 
invefted with pelices by qfiief of his llighhds,;, and in the evening 

II ’ ^ 1 I ' ' I I ' , ' t ^ 

there;:wa«>a difplay of fireworks. ’ 3 , '' ; ’ , ’ 

, , ^y eaing. of the 1 2 th the above Generals, with their aids'dTLi7; ; 

camp ^ahd' fuites, took' their departure in a germ fpr Alexah^ftia|\''vi'V*ff‘‘ 

On thje'ffibrning;pf;fh'P;’';l' 3 t'h I' rodO to Attar 'Enpabi,, 

AtabsMefr Attar,' 'and feuih 
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of Old Cairo, on theeaflern bank of the Nile. On returning I palled 
over the ground on which a part of Old Cairo anciently Rood, and 
which was of a very confiderable extent. Between this fpot and 
Mount Mokatam are the ruins of a town called by the xYrabs Guijlhee. 
In proceeding thence to Cairo I paffed through the very extenfive 
burial-ground occupied by the Mamelukes, formerly the moft mag- 
nificent cemetery to be found in Egypt. Each of the vaults for the 
interment of the dead was covered by a dome fupported by four lofty 
columns of flone oc marble. Each family appears to have had its 
leparate inclofiire, which is furrounded by ftone walls. 

After the fall of Alexandria a confiderable number -of Britifh offi- 
cers came to Cairo, to proceed on a tour to the pyramids, and to 
vifit the other curiofities with which Egypt abounds. In this num- 
ber may be reckoned Generals Coote, Lord Cavan, Finch, Ludlow', 
and Stewart, together with Colonel Lord William Bentinck, and 
feveral other officers of note. 

The Vizier iffiied*on the l6th an order for public rejoicings at 
Cairo, to celebrate the fall of Alexandria. - Thefe demonftrations 
were continued' for three fiicceffiTC days, during which there were 
illuminations in the evenings. i ■ . , ,■ , 

On the above day there were fereral marriage proceffiohs at Cairo. 
1 havo already noticed, without entering on a particular defeription, 
thatprevioufly to the performance of the religious rites, it is cufto- 
masy for e^h pf the parties to parade feparatcly the principal and 
more public Rro^ts.^ For this purpofe the bride hasher face com- 
pletely veiled, and, ffiawl fufpended from her head, and 

:flpwin^ loofel^ dd'^^^p to her feet, with a cap in the form of a crown. 
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decorated with fequins, beads, and other fanciful ornaments. In ad- 
dition to this bridal attire fhe is in every other refpedit very richly 
drelTed, and is thus led through the ftreets by two of her ncareft fe- 
male relatives, having a female at her fide to fan her as fhe pafTcs 
along.* She is preceded by.feveral women, who walk two and two ; 
and the proceffion is accompanied by bands of mufic* 

On fome of thefe occafions the bride is fp.rinkled with rofe- water, 
and has filver vefTels, in which fragrant gums are burned, carried be- 
fore her by her attendants. It alfb not unfrequently happens that a 
boy who is to be circumcifcd is mounted on horfeback in front of the 
proceffion, and is preceded by a perfbn- carrying a gilt cafe, not un- 
like in ffiape the box of one of our raree-ffiow'men, containing the 
razors to be employed in the operation. The boy is richly dreffied, 
and being mounted on a horfe finely caparifoned, parades the town 
with, feveral attendants in his fuite, holding to his mouth a white 
handkerchief, and having his hands and fingers ftained with the leaves* 
of the henna. ' ' 

Major Fletcher of the engineers arrived at Cairo on the 1 8 th from 
Alexandria, where he had been detained as a prifoner fince the* un- 
fortunate accident I have already noticed. 

On the 39th the Vizier requeued of Colonel Ijolloway to ffirnifh 
him with a report containing his opinion, ^f the- works of Cairo, and 
of the Ijeft mode of defence.. 


° i l fet out early in the morning with a party to proceed by watJetto 



* Over tljee foraaeSof rMi &c'. four 

Bade attendants: » ' 
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the pyramids of Giza/ from which place we were joined by another 
party, confifting of Colonel E-amfay and feveral other Britilli officers. 
Our excurhon was pleafing beyond defcription, the inundation of the 
Nile having converted the villages by which we were furrounded into 
& many iflands, the appearance of which was highly pidlurefque. 
The inhabitants, both men, women, and children, fwam from village 
to village, carrying their clothes on the head ; and many of them 
came to th-c pyramids in queft of hocljliijh, or money. The donations 
which they receive on thefe occafions become the fhbjed: of much 
■ftrife and contention, in arranging' the proportion which Ihould fall 
to the lot of each of the claimants, and mark the fufpicious difpofition 
of the Arabs, as well 'as the avarice yvhich is fb 'prominent a feature 
in their charadler. 

We were conveyed by water nearly to the foot of the mountains 
on which the pyramids are fituated, having a walk of about ten mi- 
nutes only to afcend to the latter. After having gratified ourfelves 
^7 exterior and interior details, into a parti- 

cular defcription of which I have already pntemd, of thefe ftupendbus 
monuments of art, returned m pur germ to (^to. TThe Nile 
continuing to rife, th^^whole of the country, between Giza afid tlie 
pyramids was completely inundated, together with the greater part 
of the ifland of Eopda, . • , 

out 'from Cairo at an” 

early hour jn and proceeded to the foot of Mount Mb-" 

katam, called by. th'|;^ya^ .where we alighted, and 

afcended the mountai.^^by 'yr'iii^'^^path^iwjh^ traded-for - 

^he convenience ®f the traveller/' The morning was very faVoufabld 
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to our purpofe, the Iky being covered by thin clouds which' fliielded 

it 

us from the piercing rays of , the fun, without obfcuring one of the 
moft charming views imaginable, from the fummit of the mountain, 
as well of Grand Cairo and of the furrounding country, as of the very’ 
extenfive defert leading to Suez. In every part of the level country 
we perceived that the inundation of the Nile had formed capacious 
feas and lakes. 


The lurface of Mount Mokatam is compofed of a variety of iiib- 
ftances, of which, thfe principal is a yellow calcareous ftone fufficiently 
firm in its texture to be converted to a variety of ufeful purpbfes in 
the conftrudipn of buildings, &c. In fome parts we met with a mix- 
ture of Hate- Hone and fand ; and in others with a foft and white 
calcareous ftone, from which the refleded rays of the fun, when it 
burfi; ffiom between the clouds, vvas’ very haraffing to the fight. 

On the -flat furfaces of the mountain we difcovered the evident 
effeds of the rains, in the formation of clefts or fifiures.' In the 
courfe of our refearches we met -with but' one entire catacomb-, chiz- 


zeled out of the rock, but which had been fpoiled of its contents. 

Major Fletcher of the Engineers, who was one of our party, hav- 
ing in Ipeded the different commanding heights, an^ made leveral 


fketche's, vve defcended the mbuntain, and returneil' to Cairo. 

I rode afterward^ to vifit the building in, which tfeelhlack ilaves of 
b)Q!th!f®ises ^e kept fcr fale’.‘ The' :enw4nce was by a large gateway, 
twhifch brought me into a fqUare, Ihrmunded by fmall cells or ,chi^ 
..hers in.ivhich thefl’^ves of either' lex vrere refoe^lively lodged^' 

. ,am twb '^lori!te^bf';thc?^^'Cidls''.,fitlid>‘^br' their^rfC(^p&l||V^ljf^■‘■|’';l^w 
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within the fquare three negrelTes only, one of whom had a Ycry 
young infant, of a white colour. 

Thefe unfortunate wretches are expoted to fale like cattle, or 
horfes, brought to an European market ; but this cruel traffic had for 
feveral years been interrupted, and indeed nearly annihilated, by the 
obftacles which had prevented the regular arrival of the caravans, 
one of which was, however, exped;ed in the courfe of a week, or a 
fortnight, with a confiderable number of Raves. 

• Being at no great diftance from the place whete the white Raves, 
natives of Georgia, Circaffia, and the other countries fubje<5ted; to 
tlie Turkiih domination, are kept, I rode to the building deftined 
for that purpofe, and found it to have a lefs wretched appearance, 
and to be freer from filth, than the one I had jufi: quitted. It did 
not contain any Raves, at the time of my vifit. 

I rode, on the 23d, to Birk.et-il-fyl, a large fquare, fituated in the 
centre of Cairo, which: had been converted into a vaft lake by the 
inondafion of the Nile. In paffing. through one of the ffcreets, I 
met with a, melancholy a^d diiiceRed objeffh afflidted to an. extraor- 
dinary degree with leprolyi. I was afterwards told' by an inhabitant 
of Cairo, to. whom I. naentioned this circumfemce, that imthe ifland 
of Scio there is a village let apart for lepers, to which all the inhabi- 
tants ol the d.iRcTenfci iflands afflidfod by that difeafo are font, and 
which oifi fiowfe exclufively inbaHtcd. by thdfo unfortunate Indi- 
viduajs. / I 

L PfTociifeidi'. 'Ah ■ tezars ofi-Cairoi a ianaple of the ftone- ' 

-which h tO'chre; the mange iahhides* ..To 
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efied; this, they pound the ftone, and convert it into a pafte, which 
they fpread over every part of- the animal, fuffering it to remain on 
for the fpace of three days, when it is waflied off. This Hone is col- 
ledled on Mount Mokatam, is of a yellow colour, of a texture fome- 
what foft, and is named in Arabic tnff. 

On the 30th Colonel Capper and Major Bell, in the fervice of the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, left Cairo on their way to India. 

During the prefent month of September there were fewer difeafes 
and lefs mortality, both among the inhabitants of Cairo and the 
Turkllb troops, than had occurred during the preceding months. 

Colonel Holloway, Major Hope, and myfelf, having projeded an 
excurfion to Alexandria, a boat was for that purpofe brought up to 
the eanal, and Rationed near to our refidence, on the 2d of Odober. 
Every neceffary preparation having been made, we embarked on the 
following afternoon, with a frelh northerly gale, in a row boat, pro- 
vided with twelve oars, and in the oourfe of an hour arrived at Boulac, 
where our boatmen took on board whatever was neceffary for the 
voyage. At half paft five o’clock we left Boulac ; and at nine in 
the evening arrived at Sheliacan, or Charlacan, where we repofed 
for the night in our boat, it being made faff to the fiiore. . At three 
in the morning of the 4th we profccuted our voyage by the canal 
of Menouf, oppofite to whiph place we arrived at eight o’clock, and, 
having landed, proceeded to the town, where we paid a vifit to the 
Aga, or governor. We were very hofpitably entertained by him 
with coffee and other refrefliments, in addition to which he hiadie 
us a prefent of fovvlsy tod.othet„fi:ock‘for out voyage**;, 

•While the French were in pofleffioh'uf‘Mdnbt^*''|h*^'''f^e<Sl:ed two 

2 # 
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round towers, one at each extremity of the town, the whole of the 
country furrounding which was fo completely overflowed by the 
inundation of the Nile, that two villages had been entirely fwept 
away. This devaflation having occurred immediately before our 
arrival, we faw the wretched inhabitants, men, women, and chil- 
dren, wading through the water, with their clothes on their heads, 
and fwimming acrofs the Ipots which the canals had deepened, to 
feek fhelter at Menouf, and wherever they could find an afylum. In 
this way feveral hundreds of them were employed in driving before 
them their buffaloes, cattle# arid other live ftpck. Here I Ihould 
obfbrve, that the buffalo is an animal very expert in croffing rivers, 
and in wading through places where there are large accumulations 
of water, on which account, as well as on many others, it is admi- 
rably adapted to the Egyptian territory, expofed as it is to an annual 
inundation. This creature may, indeed, be in a great mealure coni? 
fidered, as amphibious, and is extremely fond of wallowing in the 
water, over the furface of which the head only is, to* be perceivedi 
Menouf, like all the .'towns of inferior, note in Eg^pt* is principally 
compofed of mud huts,; which make a very wretched appearance. 
It contains a manufaiSfcod^ of inatS/; executed 
neatnefs, and well adapted to the climate of Egypt. ; 
i ; At half paR nine in the morning we quitted that place, and at 
the eirip^on; of nearly two hours entered the weftern, or Rofctta 
branch of the 'Nikj , In,; conlequenGe, . hot^^ of the immenfe 
quantitle*s of -y^ter »yf|i^h!ihad G|^6|lflowe|d\the,furroijnding 'cohP|fy, 
and by which the ^^ate* part of, |he villages were in .a maupecifo- 
Jafodi^ Raiding, in, the^niidR, jakes>/R;yya^':^tr,«;meIy 
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difficult to afcertain the boundaries of the tivat. Such only of the 
villages as were fituated on an elevated ground were capable , of re- 
fifting the devaftating effeds of the waters. 

At five in the afternoon we arrived at the village of Benofah, and, 
having landed, found the inhabitants bufied in preparing the indigo, 
of which a great confumption is made throughout Egypt. I have 
already touched on the proceffes employed, in detailing the particu- 
lars of my vifit to Heliub ; but on this latter occafion I was enabled 
to examine the cakes procured from the fediment of the beaten and 
macerated plant. If greater pains were to be beftowed by the na- 
tives of Egypt in the manufadure of this dye, the 'quality of t]?d 
plant from which it is obtained is fo good, that it would become a 
very valuable and extenfive article of comm^ce. 

Having pafled the night in our boat, we proiecuted our route at 
five in the morning of the 5 th, and arrived at noon at Foua, fituated 
on the eaftern banks rfl-he Nile, in the Delta, which had formerly 
been a place of very confiderable commerce. The buildings it con- 
tains are far fuperior to thofe which are generally met with in Egypt, 
and of a much more cheerfiil appearance, being conftruded of a 
xeddifli brick, pointed with mortar. At this place, which had ffill 
an air of carrying on an incOnfideraHe ihare, of traffic, we halted for 
aboiit an hour, and were charmed * by the pifeafing alped of the fur- 
sroujndihg • country, which was^ in a high Rate ;of cultivation, and 
fuppHed with a greater variety of trees than we had hitherto oh-? 
jferved. Within t^e town the inhabitants werfe bufied in 
the* fl«,-'andf eattrading thctOil from thefeedsw We ,ob^!j^.|(eVeFal 
plantations of ^e:.and: ^tnewes*^ ^ 
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At half pafl: four in the afternoon we arrived at Rofetta, and im- 
inediately waited on the Britilh commandantj Colonel Barlow, of 
the 0 1 ft regiment. We alfo paid our lefpedls to the Turkifli gover- 
nor, who very obliglfigly fent us a. fupper. We paffed the night as 
uftial ill our boat, and were dreadfully tormented by the mofcpiitoes 
and fand flies. 

A diftant view of Rofetta, as it is pleafantly fituated on the weftern 
branch of the Nile, is accurately given in Plate XIX. 

- On the morning of the 6th we yifited the encampment of General 
Baird, diftant from Rofetta about four miles, and were much con- 
eerned to hear that the plague had* recently broken out among the 
troops, fifteen of whom, partly Britifh and partly Sepoys, had ftink 
under its attacks. Not one of the Sepoys who had received the ini- 
fedlion efcaped ; and as a. certain number of them were employed 
in an attendance on the flck, feveralof them were in this way cut off 
by a comrnunication of the difoafo. All the neceffary precautions 
had been adopted^ and among others the ftridl performance of qua- 
tantine. . Among the other prevalent diftafos in the camp,, dyftntery 
and ophthalmia were Very obftinate and diflflcult of curei 

Having been ftipplied by General Baird with a tent and three 
Sepoys as attendants^ and procured, by the mediation of the Turkiflb 
go:^Enor at Rofetta, a few camels and miferable horfos, we quitted 
the camp qn the morning of the-7tb, at half paft eight o’clock, on 
our wqy- to 'Ali^hdria. In, croffing the defert, we met with the re- 
mains of eleveto,f»ftOTi<5bnftm^cd’; of brick, which had. formerly beeij, 
eredled to dired the pafl^hget^qn his way. The road we took^ lS&cit 
haying ‘j'uittetf the encampment, led ohliqqely towards thcrfea Ihofe, 

' , A , " ‘ , A I ' ' ' < , ' I fc I 
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and was very agreeable, independently of the advantage of the fea 
breeze, by which we were refrefhed. The profpedl before' us was, 
however, occafionally rendered; painful and diftreffing by great num- 
bers of human bodies in a mangled Rate, together with' detached 
bones, &c. fcattered on the beach to attefl: the frequency of the Ihipr 
wrecks which had' occurred, and' which had united their ravages to 
the difafters occafionally attendant on a paffage acrols the defert. To 
thefe caufea, produdive of fo difgufting a feene, may be added the 
dreadful llaughter of the Turks- by the French which happened fome 
time before in the neighbourhood of Aboukir, when the former were 
headed by Sir Sydney Smith, who gallantly endeavoured to rally them, 
but in vain. In. endeavouring to efcape from the French, feverah 
thoufandS'threw themfelves into the fea and were drowned.. 

At two- in. the afternoon we arrived at the caravanfary,,and wer& 
there under the neceffity of crofifing a ferry, the rapidity, of the cur- 
rents occafioned by the rifing of the Nile having fwept away the 
bridge of boats thrown acrols the river by order- of the Britilh Com- 
mander in Chief, to facilitate the communication between Alexan- 
dria and Rofetta. It was at this place that the French troops under 
the command of General Belliard embarked, after the eapitula^jpn 
of Cairo, ffoni which place they had been, matched. We w^e der 
taiqed until half paR four o’cIocks,;-syhen atjlength a, gefrh was in 
rea^ihejfe to receive pafibngers^ camdsj borfo, and, in general, wfiat- 
tever wa? tfe® b® conveyed acrofs the river, the current of whicdisW^ 
. rendered 6:^r6mely rapid at the time of our embarkatipn,'4;b|!*ftb® 
, flowing, of of\JLake Edco; in|o, #he,. -fea.;, 

,g0'pd' our 
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we bent our way towards the block-houfe, which we reached at the 
clofe of the evening. To efFed a paflage acrofs the mouth of Lake 
Maadie, now called Lake Aboukir, and with a view to the more 
fpeedy conveyance of paffengers, ftores, and baggage, feveral boats 
had been faflened together fo as to form a kind of floating flage : 
one of thefe boats having, however, been unfortunately funk, this 
mode of conveyance was impeded for the moment, infomuch that it 
became neceflary, on the arrival of travellers, to tow their horfes and 
camels acrols the entrance of the lake. ■ As this was to us an unfur- 
'mountable ebflacle, now that the night was letting in, we pitched 
onr ient, partook of the few refrelhments we had left, and repofed 
outfelves for the night, with an afluranci that we Ihould be fprnilhed 
with a boat in the morriing to convey us and our fervants to the 
camp. It was agreed that our camels and horfes Ihould, together 
with the principal part of our baggage, wait our return at the block- 
houfe. The camp before Alexandria was diflant from us about nine 
mies by water. Lake Maadie, or Abonkir, occupying the whole of 
this extent, and communicating, by the. new cut, with Lake Ma* 
reotis. ■' The latter had beconac ‘ fd., formidable,' that,! in Ipreading 
itlelf over a very cOttfedefable tra6i of Country, it’had already. deUrdyCd ' 
■fateen villages, and had extended, in a fouthefn dlredlion, upwards 
of thirty -miles; The loW fiyampy grounds in the vicinity of Alexan- 
■d'ri4 '#iei!^‘^’ this time completely inundatetk; and it is generallycon” 
fiderediifwf’’^hCflC’^cr this (drcumliance occurs, it is highly in favour of 
the falubrity bltiih pladdif^);^ Was' accompanied, however, by this in^ 
convenience, that-lhej;'ii^at'’tdf' Alex&iidria having bepn entirely ''dC* 
l^yfidby the e'lFe<fl:of'*the 'great'aCcomulation 'of ’the'i'v^siter^'thi; 
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inhabitants were thus deprived of their fupply of frefh water, until 
they could dam up the cuts, which were now of an immenfe breadth. 
It was in agitation to put them into a proper Rate of repair ; and in 
the mean time a bridge of boats was thrown acrofs them, to enable 
the fhipping'to procure a fupply of frelh water from the canal fituated 
above. 

We i-ofe on the 8th, at feven in the morning, , and having breaks 
failed, embarked on board: a germ. After a pleafmg fail up Lake 
Aboukir, we reached the Britilh encampment at noon, and landed 
near the depot of artillery, > whence we proceeded to pay our refpeds 
to the commander in chief,, with whoha we dined. Our tent, with 
which we were lupplied by the Capitan Pacha, was pitched near to 
that of the general', at an inconfiderable dillance from the fea Ihore, 
and preeifefy on the fpot where the battle of the 1 3th of March was 

fought. ' • 

We were employed on the Qth in viewing the different military 
pofitions. Nearly three thoufand of the French troops who had 
capitulated Hill remained to be embarked. • 

After having, on the morning of the 10th, vifited the depot of 
artillery>we rode to the weftetn camp of Alexandria, ^erc gra^* 
ifified by a light of Pompey’s pillar, as 4t is eornmonlj'^ i^po^iiiated, 
ancfcntly fituated in the 'centre of Old Aj£x»dria;ihilt;at leafl: a mile 
diff^fc from the new oity-^of that name.; -Some late difcoveries.l|ave 
afefertei^d t^^ this celebrated monument v<fas< ereded in honour, of 
the It as- a* very beautiful granite: cr^!i|^,vof 

*^lpne Is ninety 
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formerly in a verj' ftiattered Rate, but had been repaired fome years 
before our vilit by a Turkifli governor of Alexandria. It was fur- 
mounted by a French cap of liberty, which the Britilh afterwards 
removed. This column, or pillar, confifts of thr^ diflincfl pieces of 
red granite. The obelifk, or neeAle .of Cleopatra, Handing at no 
great diHance from it, is formed of one entire piece of the fame ma- 
terial, notwithftanding it rifes more than lixtyfeet from .the furface, ^ 
with a confiderable portion of its bafe funk into .the earth. Near .to 
it another obelifk of the tame form, and of a fimi'lar material, lies on 
■the ground. The hieroglyphic charadlers infcribed on each, hav- 
ing been eut into the ftone to .a great 4^pth, are very perfect, with 
the exception of thofe on the eaftern fide of the upright obclifk, 
where the hot winds have caufed the furface of the granite to fcale 
off in portions. In the other parts it ftill retains a very beautiful 
polifh. 

On the 11th we rode to Alexandria, and in paffing through the 
marine gate, faw the back of the hand of a coloffus of granite, which, 
from the knuckles to the articulation of the wrift, meafured upwards 
' of a yard. It had been brought .the French from FTpper Egypt, 
and was conjeHured to have been a portion of the coloffus ereffed 
in that country in honour of Memnon. It ffill retained a beau- 
,tiful polifh. Near .to the Ipot on which it lay, feveral fine relies of 
an§qn-ify> tirph as farcophagi infcribed with hieroglyphics, &c. were 
fcattered on the ground. 

.On the I'Rtti, at break of day,; the brigade of Britifh troops com- 
manded by .General Stewiirt was brought into the field, and was 
jceyiewed by .l4ie Chpitan iPacha# who came to the ground with' 
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great pomp and ceremony, and attended by a very fplendid and nu- 

4 "ft 

mcrous fuitc. 

On the 14 th the different works, and among others the Pharos, 
retained by the French fince the capitulation, were delivered up to 
the Britifli, this being the day on which the whole of the enemy’s 
troops ftill remaining in Egypt were to embark and proceed on their 
voyage for France. 

The Charon arrived at Alexandria from Malta, with the intelli- 
gence that the Succefs frigate and Bulldog floop of war had been 
recaptured by the Britifli cruifers. 

On the morning of the 15th I rode to the old ruins, where the 
temerity of the French commander in chief, in the attack he or- 
dered on the ever memorable Sift of March, was attended by fo 
dreadful a flaughter of his troops. To attefl: the great numbers who 
had falleii within the ruins by the bayonets of the 42d, 28th, and 
5 2d regiments, the fpot was furrounded by immenfe mounds, be-, 
neath which the bodies of the flain had been interred. 

On the l6th the Capitan Pacha, accompanied by Lord Cavan, 
and furrounded by a numerous fuite, entered and took poffeffion of 
Alexandria, 

In entering the above city, I pafTed through the twQ fortified pofi- 
tions which had been occupied by the Britifli and French, each of 
them extending from the fea to. the lakes Ma^die and Mareotis, 
Thefe lines, or pofitions, had been formed on fandy heights, oppoflte 
to each other, and were fepara.ted by a plain of about two miles and 
a hahTin extent. I forbear to enter intb any particular def^iption, 
eitfier of thefe imiUtary portions, or of , the jyprks an^ 
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in general about Alexandria, being impreffed with a full perfuallon 
that this tafk will be undertaken and executed with ability by fome 
of the military who partook of the dangers, and fliared the laurels of 
the Egyptian campaign. 

Having taken our leave of the Britifh commander in chief, and 
of the numerous friends we had found at Alexandria, we quitted the 
encampment at noon, and entered a Turkifli barge, which had been 
for that purpole brought up to the wharf near the depot of artillery. 
We failed acrofs Lake Aboukir, and arrived at two in the afternoon 
at the block houfe where we had been detained for the night on 
our route to Alexandria. We were there informed, that on the pre- 
ceding evening a Dehli, who had been in w'ant of the ftage of boats 
which had been repaired fince our laft vifit, and which happened at 
the moment to be Rationed on the oppoiite hde, had repeatedly dif- 
charged his mufket loaded with ball cartridges. The confequence 
of this imprudence was, that a ball had entered the fhoulder of one 
of our horfes, and occafioned the death of the animal. The Dehli 
had been fecured ; and on a complaint being made by the commif- 
lary to the Ria Bey, to whom the nature of the accident was ex- 
plained, the latter promifed that the horfe belonging to the Dehli 
fhould be lent to replace that which had been killed, and a proper 
punifhment inflidted on the culprit. Whether the latter part of 
this promife was complied with we could not afeertain ; but it is 
certain that the horfe was never fent. This fadt, however, accords" 
with Turkilh promifes in general. 

At eight in the morning of the 17th w'e proceeded witlT our 
camels, horfesj and baggage; to the caravanfary, and found no diffi- 
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cuity m croffing the paffage in the germ Rationed there for the 
purpofe. 

On our way to Rofetta, we took the road which led by the fea 
fide, and in approaching Edco, came to a marabout, beneath the 
lhade of which we halted, and took refrefhments. We had under- 
ftood that a well of good water was ufually to be found at this fpot ; 
but the water we were enabled to procure was brackifh, and in other 
refpeds of a bad quality. 

W^e reached Rofetta at four in the afternoon, and having paid our 
refpedls to Colonel Barlow, the Britilh commandant, were fupplied 
with a fupper by the Turkifh governor. 

We fpent the whole of the 18 th at Rofetta, and on the following 
morning rofe at early dawn to prepare for our return to Cairo. Hav- 
ing taken our breakfafl: with General Baird, we proceeded to join 
the boats at the village of Hammet. In the courfe of the preceding 
evening the weather had been ftormy, with much thunder and rain ; 
but the morning was fine, the wind fallen, and the Iky overlpread 
with light clouds, to fhield us from the fcorching rays of the fiin. 
At half pafi: eight o’clock we entered our boat, which-, as it was un- 
provided w’ith a tail, was attached to a germ, to be in this way towed 
up to Cairo, the boatmen declaring, that in confequence of the 
Rrength of the current which fet in againft us, it would require at 
leaft a month to accomplifh their objed with oars. 

We had laid in a Rock of provifions for three or four days, and 
had to felicitate ourlelves on this provident fupply, fince, on our ar- 
rival at Foua, at five in the afternoon, the boatmen declared that 
they could proceed no further until the next morning, on account 
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of the fcantinefs of the wind, which would not enable them to ftera 
the current. It was in vain for us to expoftulate ; and we fubmitted 
to the neceffity, however painful it was, of paffing the night at Foua 
in our boat. 

We were up betimes on- the morning of the 20th, but were de- 
tained by the calms until half pafl eight o'clock, when a light breeze 
fpringing up, we obliged the boatmen to proceed, in fpite of the 
reludance they ftill manifefted. The wind frelhening, and becom- 
ing more favourable in the courfe of the day, we profecuted our 
voyage until the following morning, when we reached Boulae at one 
o’clock. We remained there until fix, at which time we pafTed 
through the bridge of boats at Fort Ibrahimy and at eight o’clock 
reached Caf^n Bey. Whatever fatisfodtion we might feel on finding 
ourfolves once more at Cairo,- to which place we were now become 
attached by a refidence of a confiderable duration, we had every rea>» 
fon to be well fotisfied with the pleafhrable excurfion we had made. 

I fliall follo-w up this little tour by fome details relative to Cairo, 
its inhabitants, and the country by which it is forrounded;, and fliaE 
then proceed to the recital of the cvehts which occurred in Egypt, 
fubfequentfy to the laft date of my narrative. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

DESCRIPTION OE GRAND CAIRO — THE CITADEL — CONJECTURES RELATIVE 

TO ITS ANTiaUITY FORTIPIGATIONS RAISED BY THE FRENCH THE 

MINT — REMARKABLE DEBASEMENT OF THE COIN STREETS OP CAIRO- 

— CONSTRUCTION. OF THE HOUSES — INTERIOR AND FURNITURE OP THE 

HOUSES PALACES OP THE BEYS ^MOSOUES DIMENSIONS OP THE CITY 

BAZARS, OK SHOPS IMEROVISATORI POPULATION OF CAIRO — -JO- 
SEPH’S WELL PALACE OF THE CALIPH SALAH-ED-DIN INHABITANTS 

OF CAIRO COPTIC LANGUAGE DRESS MANUFACTURES SWORD' 

BLADES HORSES COMMERCE OP EGYPT AMUSEMENTS OP CAIRO 

DANCING GIRLS-— JUGGLERS — TUMBLERS AND POSTURE- MASTERS — OLDt 
CAIRO — BOULAC — GRAND AOUEDUCT — BEASTS OB BURTHEN- — THE BUF- 
FALO OXEN, GOATS, FOWLS, &C. FRUITS OF EGYBT- — VEGETABLES- 

COEN. 

RAND CAIRO, the capital of Egypt, is by the Arabs called. 

Mefr, or MelTer, and has alfo been denominated, in the lan- 
guage of the country, Kahira. It is fituated beneath Mount Mokat- 
tam, to the foot of which it reaches, on. the eaftern bank of the Nile, 
from which it is nearly a mile diftant, and is.forrounded by. a wall, 
the circumference of which' may be computed at about three leagues. 

. The caffle, or citadel, Rands on the moft elevated part of the 
town, under Mount Mokatam, which, in the Arabic tongue, is- 
ealled Gibbel Girgis. It is conjedtumd by feme to have been bililt 
by Salah-Eddeii, a Sultan of Egypt, feventeen centuries ago while 
rathers carry bade its antiq,uity to aftiUmore remofis period,- to the 
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ftourifliing period of ancient Greece, and conjed:ure it to have confti- 
tuted a part of the Egyptian Babylon. It comprehends a very large 
fpace of ground, and contains many ruinous buildings, a part of which 
formerly boafted a confiderable fhare of fplendor, having been inha- 
bited by the Sultans of Egypt. Prior to the invafion of Egypt by 
the French, the Pacha of Cairo redded in a palace, now in a very 
ruinous condition, within the citadel; and independently of the 
quarter occupied by him, his guards, fuite, corps of Janlffaries, and 
.Aflafs, had xiiftind portions of the buildings affigned to them. 

However formidable this citadel may be to the inhabitants of 
■Cairo, its pofition would be by no means advantageous in the cafe 
of a regular, liege, fince it is fo completely commanded by Mount 
Mokattam, that an experienced enemy from without would have 
every advantage over the belieged inhabitants. 

The walls of the citadel, which have been fulfered in a great mea- 
lure to fall into decay, are in general lofty, and appear to have been 
well built. In many parts they were repaired, fortified, and new 
modelled by the French, whofe principal aim leems to have been a 
perfed command of the town, which, in its prefent Rate, it poflelfes 
in a fufficient .degree to overawe the inhabitants in all cafes of popular 
tumult and commotion. 

For the further defence of Cairo, io w'hich they delervedly attached 
a very particular importance, the French conffcrudied leveral fmall 
forts and block-houfes on the different commanding mounds of rub- 
•bifli by which that city is every where furrounded. They al& 
formed lines which extended" from Grand Cairo to the- Nile, inclof- 
in^ Bonlac on the north fide; and,- to the fouthward, converted the 
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aquedud into a wall of defence, reaching from the river fide to the 
wails of Cairo. 

On the iflands ot Roudah and Lazaretta feveral Imall works were 
thrown up ; and on the approach of the Britifti army feveral vefTei-s 
w'ere funk in fuch a manner as to form a boom extending acrofs the 
Nile from the ifland of Lazaretta to the village of Embaba. In ad- 
dition to thefe defences, the houfe of Ibrahim Bey, lituated on the 
eaftern bank of the Nile, w^as converted into a fmall fort ; and the 
village of Giza furrounded by a wall, with feveral fletches thrown 
out in earth w'orks, and paliladoed. 

Within the citadel of Cairo there is a mint in which gold and 
fiver monies, having on them the ftamp of the city, are coined. In 
Egypt, as well as in Turkey, the latter of thefe coins are fb much 
debaled, that the proportion of fiver contained in them does not 
exceed twenty-five per cent. 

The ftreets of Cairo are extremely narrow, and winding in their 
diredion . being at the fame time unpaved, . the ftranger who pafles 
through them labours under many difficulties, and, in confequence 
of their great intricacy, is frequently obliged to have recourfe to a 
guide. Their very contraded breadth has, however, this conve- 
nience,. that it affords to the inhabitants an almofl continual fhade, 
which, in a climate like that of Egypt, where- the fun’s rays fhed fo 
intenfe and fcorching a heat, cannot be otherwife than highly accept- 
able. They are rendered ftill more cool and agreeable by being fre- 
quently, in the courfe of the day, fprinkled with, water ; and in-this* 
way the dull, which, when dry, is converted into fo fine and-inipal- 
pable a powder, as to be raifed into the airby theAiallef: puff of 
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wind, is laid and arrefted In its progrels. One of the greateft annoy- 
ances to which perfons on foot can be fulyedled, is thus in a great 
meafure removed. 

' The houfes of Cairo are lofty, and provided with flat roofs, or 
terraces, the walls of the lower ftory being confimdlcd of a w hitilh 
ftone, brought from the neighbouring mountain. The upper ftorics 
are built of wood, with the windows projedling into the ftreet, and 
latticed. The projedion is frequently carried to fuch an excels, that 
the oppofite windows of the houfes on each fide of the ftreet nearly 
touch each other. 

Within, the apartments of the principal houfes are large and com- 
modious, and have a capacious opening facing the north, which 
ierves as a ventilator, and allows -a conflant curr'ent of air to pals 
through the dwelling. In the houfes inhabited by the Beys, and by 
the more opulent of the merchants, there are handfome fountains 
which are conflantly plajing. This is confidered as one of the 
grejitell Irj^cnrics that can he enjoyed within doors. The floors ar^ 
of ftone, ar;e nfually, decorated with mofaic work, executed with 
much.tafte ap4 neatnefs, Tbe furniture is much the fame as that 
employed ip Turkey, and confifts principally of fofes and carpets. 

The great and the wealthy ufually repofe on. a fbfa, in the calm 
ehjcymcnt of all the pomp and |qxnry of the eaft, fmoking until 
fun-let^ apd taking between meals their coffee, Iherbet, &c. while 
the numinous clafs of the indigent inhabitants toil unceafingly, with-r- 
out a lh,clter frorn tfie fcorching rays -of the fun, and ftill appear 
cheerful and contenteif wi& .a feanty meal. This deferiptiftp pf 
people, inde.eC lije extremely hard, have fcarcelj a> fufficiency of 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 

clothing to hide their nakediiefs, and lleep and herd with their anh 
mals in filth and wretchcdncfs. 

^ The palaces of the Beys are veiy capacious, and are furrounded by 
high walls, with a wide entrance, but without windows, exteriorly 
at leaft, on the ground floor. Many of them were in a ruinous ftate 
at the time of our arrival at Cairo, having been partly demoliflied by 
the French, together with nearly the whole of one of the fides of a 
large fquare called Ezbekier. . 

The mofques occupy at Cairo large fpaces of ^ound, and arc very- 
numerous. Their minarets have a fine appearance from a diftance ; 

but the mofques themfelves arc much inferior to thofe of Contlan- 
tinople. 

The length of the city, from north to fouth, is about a league and 
a half, and its breadth nearly a league. It is provided with feveral 
gates, or entrances, the principal one of which, leading in a northern 
diredlion towards Syria, is called Babel Nafler. On entering the 
city by this gate, the traveller finds himfelf in a long and narrow 
flrcet, which, as it is one of thofe more particularly appropriated to 
commerce, is very populous, and conflantiy thronged with paflen- 
gers. It contains many bazars, or fliops, fitted up for the different 
trades and profeflions, and which are not ill fupplied with the com- 
modities and manufadures of thexountry, as well ^ with thofe im- 
ported from Europe. In this flreet, and in feveral others which are 
refpeiflably innahlted, a kind of wooden chandeliers are fufpended in 
the centre, at a convenient height, to be employed in the illumina- 
tions which take place on the celebration of the different fefliyals. 

Each of the coffefc-houfes of , Cairo is frequented by a reclteifof 
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extemporaneous vertes, or perhaps by feveral. By contributing tc> 
,the amufement of the compapy, thefe Improvijaiori eollefh fmail 
fums to relieve their neceffitics, whicb, as their folc dependence is 
placed on the fkill they have acquired in the recital of their im- 
promptus, are of the moft urgent kind. Accordingly, they are to be 
met with, not only in the colFee-houfes, but on the beft frequented 
roads, in the moR impoveriflicd and abjedt condition, frequently 
with a cap of ruflies on the head, as a diflindlive mark of their voca- 
tion. They there lay* the paffengers utider contribution, by the re- 
cital of verfes in their praife, which, notwithRanding thfefe whom 
they accoft are utterly unknown to them, are certain to be filled 
with the moft fulfome adulation. 

It was impoffible for me to form an accurate idea of the popula- 
tion of Cairo, which I was, however, led to think very confiderable.' 
This opinion was probably in fbme raeafure influenced by the nar- 
Townefs of the Rreets, which occafions them to be almoft conftantly 
crowded wkh paffengers. ' It is- proper to- Rate, however, that, there 
arc in that, city very large areas*, or fpaces pf gromd, unoccupied, 
indepcnde.ntly, of the ' very extetifive openings whith, furround the 
mofques, the houfes of . the 'Beys,^and‘!'the- public, "buildings; Any 
inference I could draw on this head from the mortality which took 
plas^ during my Ray there, would tc very uncertain^ i 

I ebutd, not learn that' there are any wells of Relh water at Cairo, 
with thh,\e^Cfeptibnvf one' in the. citadCh which boaRsu confiderable- 
degree of antiquity-^ -ted .-is Yerif chriousi . in its conRrudlion . Its origin ‘ 
is carried back to the fei^f Of the Caliph Salah-ed-din, wfiofe name 
' prc|)^rly fignifics Jofeph j .and it is' reafonable to Rippole that it 1ms t 
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received from this circumftance the denomination of Jofeph’s well, 
rather than that it w'as named, as fbme have fuppofed, after the 
patriarch Jofeph, the reputed father of our Saviour. Within the 
citadel there is a v’ery extenfive building, which, as it is conjedlured 
to have been formerly the rcfidence of the Caliph Jofeph, or Sakh- 
ed-din, is called Jofeph’s palace, and contains feveral veftiges of its 
ancient fplendor. One apartment in particular is ornan^ented with 
beautiful mof^ic work, but this room is at prefent converted into a 
cloth manufadlory ; it leads into another apartment, the ceiling of 
which was formerly embelliflied with paintings in frefco. What 
renders the remote antiquity of this palace, which has been without 
doubt the refidence of the Caliphs of Egypt, unqueftionable, is, that 
the names of the ancient monarchs of Egypt are engraven on its 
walls, in diaradlers which leave no uncertainty as to the time of their 
being wrought. 

To return to Jofephk well. -It, is in depth no lefs than tw^o hun- 
dred and eighty Englifh feet, and in circumference forty, with a 
winding gallery, by which the men and cattle employed ,to procure 
the water afeend and defeend at pleafiire. Both the well and the 
gallery leading to it are hewn out of the fblid rock,^ an undertaking 
which could not have been accomplifhed without a confiderablc fbare 
of labour and difficulty, notwlthftahding |hc fubftance 'of the rock 
.contfifis 'in that part of a calca;reous ftone, which, is not of the hardefl 
texture. The water, which is brackifh, is drawn up by the means 
of large wheels, to which earthen vafo are faftened, and, v^hip|jj;are 
■worked by.oxssnyand buffaloes. .Xke.vafes .empty thetpkekesdhto.'a 
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trough, where the water is colle<3;ed for the various purpoles for 
which it is deftlned. 

The inhabitants of Cairo are allb fupplied with water from the 
Nile ; and in this way employment is found for a confiderable num- 
ber of men; who bring it into the city in leathern fkins made water 
tight, and thrown acrofs the bach of camels and alTes. The women 
and children of the poorer claffes, who cannot afford topurchafe the 
water thus procured, although it is fold at a very cheap rate, repair 
to the river to feek their fupply, which they carry on the head in 
large earthen pitchers, wdth grdat eafe and dexterity, and, in fbme 
inftances, with a confiderable portion of grace. 

The inhabitants of Grand Cairo, like thofe of the other cities- and 
towns of Egypt, are a mixture of Arabs, Copts, or ancient Egyptians^ 
Greeks, Armenians, Turks, and Mamelukes. The Arabs are con- 
fidercd as by far the moft numerous clafs, which is indeed the cafe 
in every part of Egypt. The number of the Chrifllan refidents is 
very mconfiderable. Arabic, which is the language of the country, 
is alraoR: exclufively fpoken at- Cairo, the Copts, the Aborigines of 
Egypt, having, through difufe; almoff entirely loft their own lan- 
guage. It is true that their priefts; in the ppformance of the.mafs 
and other religious Ceremonies, employ Coptic books ; but I was 
affured by feveral of the inhabitants of Cairo, on whofe teftimony I 
could rely, that they are not in general acquainted with the lan- 
gtiage. ' ' ' . 

The Arab inhabitants of Cairo are a very aSive race, well propor- 
tioned, and of a^flender’rtiake. ' In all" the laborious occupations the 
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females of the inferior clafs take an adive part, an^ hare a dark, fal- 
low complexion; with features calculated to excite difguft. They 
marry when very young, and have a numerous offspring ; .but their 
wretched condition of life expofes their children to a great mortality. 
The appearance of the latter, and indeed o-f the newly born infants, 
is truly diflrefBng. The countenance is fallow', flaccid, and of a 
cadaverous hue ; and the eyes affeded by ophthalmia, to which dif- 
eafe they are fubjed from their earlicft infancy. They are affo much 
expofed to mcfentcric enlargements. The children, even of the fu- 
perior clafies of Europeans, fuch as merchants, fettled at Cairo, have 
a pallid and fickly appearance, and are reared with great difficulty. 
In general the young are fw'ept off in great numbers by the fmall- 
pox., The frequency, indeed, of difeafe, and the great mortality 
which commonly prevails among the lower clafTes of the inhabitants, 
are unqueftionably to be aferibed to the very filthy date in which 
they live, and to the want of a proper nourifliment, which latter 
caufe affeds more particularly the tender condition of the infants. 

The parade which attends the marriage ceremonies at Cairo I 
have already attempted to deferibe. The Mahomedans take one or 
fevcral wives, according to their condition, and the circumflances in 
which they are placed. 

The drefs of the men belonging to the lower clafs of Arabs con- 
, fids of a blue cotton chemife, with a broad leathern belt fadened 
round the loins, and a white or c.olourcd ifbawd twided round the 
head in the form of a turban. They ..wear neither fhoqs tipr dock.- 
ings. Their Shcicks have a large blue checkered of plaid handker- 
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chief, which hangs loofely down from one of the Ihoulders ; and wear 
flippers on the feet. 

The drefs of the women of the fame clafs is equally fimple, con- 
filling alfo of a long blue chemife, without either flippers or llockings. 
A piece of black fiik anfwers the purpofe of a veil fo elfedlually, that 
fcarcely any part of the face, the eyes excepted, can be feen. The 
eye-lids are blackened with a pigment made of the tcflelatcd ore of 
. lead, which in the country is called alq^uifoux ; and the chin is ftained 
of .a blue colour. The fingers .are, dyed of a red or deep orange co>* 
lour with the leaves of* the henna ; and on the wril|:s bracelets of 
coloured glafs are worn, with large* jings on the fingers. The ears 
are ornamented with ringsj from which pieces of money arc occa- 
fionally fulpended. . 

The women of a fuperior rank in life drefs nearly in the Turkifli 
flyle. Plate XX. is intended to reprefent the full drefs of a female of 
Cairo of a better condition. • ! At other times they wehr a large black 
mantle, which in a great tneafiire covers the whole of the body, and 
reaches down to thelh^ls^ , ' v a 

' Among the different article^ maiiufedhired in that citj, the Vvhite 
and coloured cottons, thd fhawl^, and' the filk^ and woollen handker- 
chiefs Ihould be noticed, together with a variety of articles of fadlery 
and embroidery, the latter' pf which- are executed with,,, great taflc 
and elegance. ^ ■ 

The. faddles, hblflers, and pouches for ammunition, as well as thofe 
to contain the Koran, which^ihe Mahomed^ns carry conflantly about 
them, are prinqipally employed by the Mamelukes and X^^rks of difi* 
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tuidion, and arc extremely han'dfome. The greater part of the 
jaddlcs and holftcrs are covered with rich velvet, embroidered in gold 
with much neatnefs and even elegance. 

The manufa(5luie of filken cords, which are attached to the fabre 
inftead of a belt, as well as to the pair of piflols flung acrofs the 
flioulders, and the demand for which is very great, gives employment 
to a very confiderable number of perfons at Cairo. Thefe, cords are 
like wife employed by the Arab groom, ot; Seis, as braces to fallen the 
large loofe Reeves of his fhirt, and prevent them falling beneath the 
elbow's, the lower part of the .arm being conRantly naked. 

The genuine fabre blades fold at Cairo, and which are held in the 
higheff eflimation, are very coftly. As they are however extremely 
brittle, the management of them requires particular attention. They 
are brought from Daroafeus and Perfia, from the former of which 
places the beft mufket barrels are alfo procured. In the choice of 
their fabres, the Turks refident in Egypt are> as well as the Mame- 
lukes, very fanciful and capricious, blit perhaps not fb much fb as in 
the fcledlion of their horfes, for the purchafe and ,fale of which Grand 
Cairo is a great mart. If, for inflance, a horfe fliould have a fmall 
curl, or fcveral curls of hair beneath the mane, or In a particular- part 
of the face, the value of the anitpal is greatly enhanbed in' th'e eye 
of the purchafer, who is.. c?;tretnc^ circumi|)eft his 'fearch after 
thefe favourite and particular marks.^ , ■ 

Amdng the articks exported to Ehrope from 'Egypt; and which : 
are alfo Comnapn .-to .Turkey,- may ,be.'';c6.m.prehended ripe'^.i'^i^|FeeV'' 
'difeerent dyesi,’.;feKh.:':^?’.bhc henna-ahd. carth-atphs^’-'h 
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and medicinal gums, ravsr and other Illks, oil, fbap, leather, &c, to- 
gether with dates, almonds, and other dried fruits. 

Of the amufements of Grand Cairo, liich as they prefent thcm- 
felves without doors to all the clalTesof its inhabitants, the principal 
confifts in the exhibition of the almh, or dancing girls, who attrad 
crowds of the populace in the fquares, flreets, and places of public 
yefort. Thele. dilTolute and abandoned females have the face unco- 
vered, which, in the countries of the eaft, is accounted in the women 
a certain indication of the moll notorious profligacy. Their attire, 
-which is well calculated to difplay the form of the perfon and limbs, 
is thrown on with a mofl: indecent negligence. The movements of 
thefe young females, in dancing, are rapid, and difplay a greater fliare 
of pliancy and fupplenefs of the limbs, than of grace. Towards its 
clofe the dance becomes more animated, and is accompanied by gef- 
tures, motions, and contortions of the body Hill more indecent than 
at the commencement. The performance is ufually confined to two 
of thefe females ; but on particular occafions the number is more con- 
fiderable. On the thumb and fore finger of each hand they wear 
the fmall cups called callanets, much in tile in Spain in dancing 
the fandango, with which they beat tinfe to the found of the mu- 
fical inllruments, conlilling either of a hautboy or of a kind of flute, 
accompanied by a tambourine. A concert, which is by no means 
cither melodious or agreeable, follows the dance. 

This is a great fource of gratification to the people of Cairo, as well 
as to the lower dafles of the population of all the towns and villages 
where it Icldom happens that theife dancing girls are not 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


377 


to be met with in the ftreets and places of public refort. The more 
refpcdable of the inhabitants introduce them into their houfes, and 
even into their harems, where they give lelTons of grace to the females, 
without a dread of the latter being contaminated by the notorious 
profligacy of their morals. 

The jugglers are alfo highly attradive, and perform their tricks and 
deceptions with as much dexterity aff the greater part of the conjurors 
■who attend the country w'akes in Erxgland. Many of thefe people carry 
about with them large ferpents of the hooded kind, on which they 
■excEcife their addrtfs, and apparently poflefs a power of rendering them 
torpid or animated at pieafure. In addition to thefe, there are compa- 
nies of tumblers and pofture matters, who, in difplaying their feats of 
adivity and addrefs, are coriftantly attended by a low buffoon, the 
jack-pudding of the exhibition, whofe office it is to keep the popu- 
lace in a good humour during the continuance of the performances. 

Old Cairo, or IVIett- Attar, is fituated to the 4outh of Grand Cairo, 
from which it is dittant about a mile and a half. At theAime of our 
rcfidencc in the country the buildings were in a very ruinous ttate ; 
but the wharf, or landing-place, prefented a very bufy feene, it being 
the port, at which the corn and other produce from Upper Egypt, 
for the fupply of the capital, is landed. From the conveiiience of 
its fituation, at the flde of the Nile, it is defervedly become one of the 
principal corn markets in the country. 

Boulac, fituated on the eattern bank, of the Nile, is dittant from 
Grand Cairo, in a north-weft diredion, about a mile and a half, or 
two miles, and is the principal port for Veffels trading from, Ixiwer 
Egypt, Accordingly, a great abundance of corn -is' lica|?ed bn -tljQ 
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ground for fale ; aad in the magazines or warehoufes a variety of 
articles of coipmerce are depofited. It was formerly a place of great 
extent, and very populous ; but in confequence of the devaRations 
committed by the French, the greater part of the buildings are re- 
duced to a heap of rums. Many of them appear to have been large, 
built of Rone, and well conRruRed. The fuburbs, or rather villages 
contiguous to the walls of Cairo, on the north fide, are likewife in a 
very ruinous Rate ; the buildings having for the greater part been 
mutilated and deRroyed by the French, to enable them to provide 
for the better detence of the town. 

To the fouth of Gran4 Cairo, and immediately adjacent to Old 
Cairo, the very -extenfive aquedud is f, mated which was formerly 
employed to convey the waters of the Nile to the palace of the Pacha 
m the citadel. It has no lefs than three hundred arches; but is 
atprefent out of repair.. The French converted it, however, to a 
vety ufeful purpofe, by filling up the intcrftices between the arches, 
and thus rendering it a wall of defence. 

To conclude with a brief notice of the natural produdions of this 
part of Egypt. The horfes, which are of the true Arabian breed 
are diftinguifhed by the excellent qualities they poflefs, as well as by 
the fine fymmetoi of their proportions. It is on'thefe horfes that 
the Mamelukes and other bodies of cavalry are mounted. The 
camels and affes are employed as beafls of burden, there not being 
any carnages in the countiy, with the exception of the tartavans, or 
pa anqums, ufed by the Turiith grandees and principal merchants. 

The latter of thefe animds; and the mules, are not negleded and 
defpifed, as is-nnforturtately the cafe in many other countries ; but 
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have a very careful attendance, and are occafionally clofe Iheared. 
They are larger, better fliaped, and much Wronger, as well as more 
fleet of foot, than the fame animals in the northern parts of Europe. 

The Mamelukes and Turks being the only perfons in Cairo who 
are permitted to ride on horfeback, the other inhabitants are obliged 
to have recourfe to the mules and affes. The women ride aflride 
like the men, on a broad and elevated pad, covered with a Turkey 
dr other carpet. Their dark and gloomy drefs refembles that of a 
mafk in a black domino. 

The flefh of the buffalo fupplies the table with beef, which, at the 
time the paflurage fprings up, after the retreat of the waters diftri- 
buted by the inundation, is fat and good. The fmall and delicate 
cows and oxen are on a variety of accounts too rifeful to be flaugh- 
tered for food : they labour conftantly at the wheels by which the 
water ig' conveyed to the fields and gardens. 

The goats in Egypt are remarkably fine, the females giving twice 
in the courfe of the day more than a quart of milk, to preferve an 
ample fupply of which large herds are entertained. Their ears are 
of an extraordinary length. 

The mutton which is procured at a particular leafon is good, and 
fold at a cheap rate, as are alfo the geefe, fowls,' pigeons, eggs, &c. 
which are in great abundance in every part of Egypt. 

The fruits which are attainable in the different feafons, however 
plentiful, are not generally remarkable for a richnefs of flavour ; and 
this obfervation applies more particularly to the peaches and apricots. 
There is an abundant produce of lemons, limes, oranges, fig^, bana- 
nas, dates, almonds and pomegranates. Of thefe fhe fonions and 

: ' ' f , 
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oranges are of a very fuperior quality, as are alfo the grapes and water 
melons, the refrefhing property of which renders them highly efti- 
mable in fo burning a climate. 

Among the vegetables may be comprehended onions, which are 
remarkably mild ; cucumbers ; gourds ; beets j baniers or okres ; ra- 
diflies; coulcas, a fpecies of yams, which, when boiled, bear Lome 
refemblance to the potatoe; fpinach; artichokes ; and the biziejan, 
a yegetable of a purple colour and globular fliape, which appears to 
be a Ipecies of the egg plant. 

■ In all the cultivated parts of Egypt there are abundant crops of 
bearded wheat, barley, rice, dourra, or Indian corn, lupins, lentils, 
beans, flax, indigo, and the carthamus plant. The corn is trampled 
out as in Syria, and is ground in hand mills. The bread made from 
It IS good and cheap. The ovens are heated with the ftems of the 
Indian corn, the carthamus plant, and reeds. 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


381 


CHAPTER XVI. 

AllREST OP THE MAMELUKE BEYS — PROCESSION ACCOMPANYING THE SA- 
CRED CARPET FOR COVERING THE HOUSE OP GOD AT MECCA SEVERAL 

BEYS KILLED AT ALEXANDRIA BY THE PERSONS SENT TO ARREST THEM 
ANE.C»0TES RELATIVE TO THE PLAGUE — CONTEST BETWEEN THE AL- 
BANIANS AND MOGRABIAN ARABS EXPERIMENT WITH THE FREEZING- 

MIXTURE — SUBSIDING OF THE NILE EXCURSION TO HELIOPOLIS AND 

THE LAKE OF PILGRIMS EXCURSION TO UPPER EGYPT ; TO HALLOUAN 

PRESENT TO THE AUTHOR OP A MUMMY TOURRAH THE CASTLE 

ROUT AT THE IMPERIAL CONSUL’S PROCESSION FROM BOULAC CA- 

RAVAN TO MECCA — PLAGUE AT ALEXANDRIA — VIZIER PREPARES TO 

aUIT EGYPT MAMELUKES PRIVATELY DEPART PROM GIZA MISSION 

ORDERED TO ALEXANDRIA — AUDIENCE OF LEAVE — GOLD MEDALS PRE- 
SENTED TO THE OFFICERS. 

our return to Cairo, on the 2lfl: of Od:ober, after our excur- 
fion to Alexandria, we were not a little furprifed to ^find that 
eleven of the Mameluke Beys had been arrefled during our abfence, 
and were in confinement at the palace of the Grand Vizier. This, 
we were told, had been done by order of the Sultan ; and it was 
added, that the other Beys at Alexandria were to have been ar- 
refted at the fame time by the Capitan Pacha. Seals were put on 
the effedls of thofe refiding at Cairo, and guards placed at their 
houfes. Within the palace of the Vizier large bodies of Arnauts 
were on duty.; aaxd guards patrolcd the ftreets in the dilFetent qnar- 
ters of the town. This fudden an4 very important ev^nt was effe died 
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without tumult in the capital of Egypt, of which country the Mame- 
lukes had been m poffelBon nearly three hundred years, it having 
fallen under the domination of the Turks in the year fifteen hundred. 

In confequence of thefe proceedings, as we prefumed, Selim Bey, 
one of the Mameluke Beys, on the 24th, furrendered himfcif for 
protedlion to Colonel Bamfay, commandant of Giza. 

The proceffion which accompanied the camel deftincd to carry 
the cloth, or carpet, with which the caaba, or houfe of God, at 
Mecca, was to be covered, took place on the morning of the 29 ^, 
and afforded to the inhabitants of Cairo a very grand and folemn 
fpedacle. It was preceded by the chiaous of the Vizier, who was 
immediately followed by the cadi, or judge, accompanied by great 
numbers of dervifes, with their facred banners. Next followed fcve- 
ral of the Grand Viziers principal officers, with bands of mufic, and 
colours dying. Taher Pacha, and a confiderable number of armed 
men, attended the proceffion. Green cloths, elegantly embroidered 
in gold with Turkiffi characters, were carried on biers. The camel 
on who% back the facred cloth was borne, had plumes of feathers on 
the head, and over the body an embroidered green cloth. In paffing 
through the ftreets, the inhabitants difplayed a great eagernefs to 
touch a portion of the cloth. Other camels, each of them covered 
with a plain green cloth, followed, with the boxes in which the 
treafure was to be contained. The priefts, as they proceeded, 
chaunted hymns from the Koran; and the proceffion was clofed by 
a body of armed men on horfeback. , . 

Before the arrival of the French in Egypt, the facred cloth, or 
carpet, accompafnicd the caravan which fet out annually, for Mecca; 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


3S5 

But this arrangement, which was now renewed, had been dirconti- 
nued during the laft three years. 

On the ift of November a difpatch w’as received from Alexandria 
with the melancholy intelligence of the death of feveral of the 
Mameluke Beys and Cachefs, who were killed in a fculSie by a party 
of the Capitan Pacha’s troops, lent purpofely to fecure them. Seve- 
ral others were wounded in the conteft. This difaftrous circum- 
ftance having been communicated to the Britifh commander in 
chief, Lord Hutchinfbn, he inftantly adopted the neceflary mea- 
fures for the protedlion of the furvivors, manifefting, at the fame 
time, the indignance of his feelings at this grofs and violent outrage 
on humanity. In the mean time the bodies of the deceafed were 
interred with military honours. 

Colonel'Hplloway and Major Hope were on the above day invefted 
with pelices by his Highnels the Vizier, and received the medals 
which the Sultan had tranfmitted in teftimony of his approbation of 
their fervices. 

In paying a vifit to an inhabitant of Cairo, I met with a German, 
who had fpent nine years in Egypt, and who gave me the following 
remarkable anecdote relative to the plague of the preceding year : — 
A velTcl, coniigned to the Imperial conful at Cairo, arrived at Boulac 
from Upper Egypt, laden with fenna. The conful, having eolleded 
from the prevy the information that two of the feamen had died on 
the paflage after anillnefsof twenty-four hours, and having every 
realbn to fuppofe, from the details into which they entered, that the 
difcafe could be no other than the plagpe, commnnicated tl^e cir- 
cumftance to a pcrfon high in authority in the PrehCli arbaj^ at Cairo, 
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requeuing that the veffel might be put under quarantine, fince it 
would be imprudent to fufFer her to depart without fuch a precau- 
tion. This wife admonition, from a man who had been many years 
an inhabitant of Egypt, and whofe long experience and obfervation 
had enabled him to forefee the dreadful confcquences that might 
refult from a contrary procedure, was moft unaccountably difre- 
garded, and treated with contempt. The veffel failed, on her return 
to Upper Egypt, without any precautionary meafure having been 
adopted ; and the whole of the crew, more than twenty in number, 
with the exception of one man, fell vidims to the plague on the paf- 
fage.^ The fumvor, dreading the reffraints whlch^might be impofed 
on him, procured a dromedary, and fled to his own village, where a 
melancholy fcene inftantly enfued ; himfelf, the whole of his family, 
and the greater part of the population of that and the furrounding 
villages were apparently fwept off by the contagion he had thus the 
misfortune to introduce. 

The cafe of an old barber-furgeon at Cairo was alfo extremely fm- 
€ular. At the veiy advanced age of ninety-fix years he fell a vidim 
to the plague of the above fealbn. He had attained a high celebrity 
among the peftiferous patients, whom he had bled and attended from 
an early period of life. It was therefore cxtraordinaiy that he fhould 
have received the infedion for the firff time at fo advanced an age, 
when It was reafonable to apprehend that, from the torpor and inac- 
tivity which muff have been generally induced in the temperament, 
be would have bfcdi leaff fufc^tible to dilcafe. ' 

It was reported atBoulac, on the evening of the 5 th, that a ferious 

cjnjrrel had taken pWe between the Albanians and Janl(6ries. It 
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proved, however, on enquiry, to have been a dilpute between the 
former and the Mograbian Arabs, by whom they were accufed of 
having ftolen feveral of their boys. The interference of the Janiffaries 
W'as neceffary to quell the riot, the animofity of the parties having 
been fuch, that feveral on each fide were hilled, and others wounded 
in the conteft. 

I rode on the 8th to BaRatee, a village diftant about five miles, in 
a fouthern diredlion, from Cairo. In the vicinity of this village the 
grounds were ftill moiftened with the rains which had recently fallen, 
notwithftanding we had had at Cairo, which was withiri fo, fliort a 
diftance, an almoft conftant drought. A party of fict, leventy in 
number, belonging to the Indian army, who had been left at Suez, 
arrived at Cairo about this time. They aflured me that in the courfe 
of their march through th6 dele’rt, they had encountered feveral vio- 
lent florms, accompanied by very heavy , fliowers of rain, and that it 
was with great difficulty they could prevent their tents from being 
blown down. This appeared to me the more extraordinary, as the 
weather at Cairo, during the whole of the month of Odlober, and 
even to the prefent date of November, had been free from fiormsi 
and uncommonly mild and temperate, with a moderate refrefhing 
breeze in the mornings and evenings. 

Colonel Lloy^, of the 86th regiment, arrived at Giza on the atove 
day, with a detachment of three hundred men, from the encamp- 
ment befpre Rofetta. 

■ On the morning of the 1 2th, the thermorneter being at59,,Ivtook 
equal parts of powdered nitre and fal ammoniac, and thicew. tpetn • 
into a Teflel oontaihing yvater, into' which I introc^cd ajphial filled 
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with that liquid, and, finally, the thermometer. In the courfe of a 
few minutes the mercury fell to 32, the freezing point, at which it 
remained, however, a few fcconds onlyj when it rofe to 38, where 
it remained for fome time. Fearing that I fhould not fucceed im 
the produdion of ice, in the prefent experiment, I withdrew the 
phial w'hich contained the water, with a view to afeertain the degree 
of cold it had received by a communication with the freezing mix- 
ture. The refult was a painful and fmarting fenfation of the fingers, 
when applied to the phial j and this was of fome continuance, w’ith 
a very dil^reeable feniation of cold’. 

On the evening of the 13th, General Stewart arrived at Giza from 
Alexandria, with a view to the arrangement of the difficulties which, 
had arifen between the Turks and Mamelukes-. He had been fent 
on this fervice by Lord Cavan, the commander in chief ad mterm. 
General Hutchinibn. having quitted Alexandria on account of ill 
health. 

On the l6th the Mameluke Beys, attended by the greater part of 
their fuites, quitted Cairo, and went over to Giza, with their baggage 
and equipages. 

About two in the morning of the 20 th there was a mofi; tremen- 
dous ftorm of wind and rain* at Gairo,; accompanied by heavy burlls 
of thpnder, and very vivid lightning. 

I made an exemfion, on the 22d, along the baiffis of the Nile, to 
the other fide of the village of Attar Ennabi. The waters of the 
Nile" had fallen rapidly, and in fb confiderable a degree, that the 
coio«jtry was 'in a great meaffiire open. This fudden change had 
fuppljqd the inhabitants with ample employment j apd they , were 
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accordingly bufied in fowing the lands, which had now received all 
the benefit;s of the inundation, with every defcription of corn. 

I rode on the 29th to Shubra and Damenhoor, near Beifous, where 
we had been encamped previoufly to our arrival at Cairo. The 
prefent month of November having been cool and moift, with fogs, 
and heavy dews in the mornings, intermittents were become very 
prevalent among the Britilh troops at Giza. 

On the 2d of December a courier arrived at Grand Cairo from 
Conftantinople, which place he had left twenty-five days before. He 
was the bearer of the welcome tidings that the preliminaries of peace 
between Great Britain and France had been figned. The arrival of 
Lord Elgin in Egypt was daily to be expected, his Lordfliip having 
written by the courier to requeft of Colonel Holloway to meet him 
at Alexandria. " 

On the 5 th Colonel Holloway and Major Hope embarked on board 
a germ at Cairo for Alexandria. 

. In the months of November and December the foutherly winds 
which ufually prevail in Egypt, having pafied over an extehfive tra^l 
of country which the inundation has moiftened, render the atf- 
molphere cold and raw. During the fummer months, on the other 
hand, and more efpecially in July and Auguft, the winds from the 
fouth and fouth-eafi:, in their pafla'ge through Egypt, aje accompa- 
nied by an intenfe and parching heat w’hich is almoft productive of 
fuffocation. There have, indeed, been many inftances of animals 
halving been fuddenly deftroyed by thefe ardent blaffcs of wind. 

A Tartar arrived at Grand Cairo 011 the 7th with difpatchess, the 
contents of -^^hieh were kept fecret. • 

3 D 2 
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A paity having been made on the ’l2th we rode to Mataree, He- 
liopolis, and the Lake of Pilgrims, called by the Arabs ,Birket-el- 
Hadgi. This lake is very extenfive, having a circumference of feveral 
leagues, and is furrounded by large woods of date-trees. Beneath 
the ftade of thefe trees we halted, and partook of the refrelhments 
we had brought with us : the fcene which furrounded us was infi- 
nitely agreeable and pidurefque, the verdant banks of the lake beino- 
covered with numerous docks oflheep, and herds of goats and buffa! 
loes. We croffed the defert on our return, and palfed near feveral 
parties of wandering Arabs, whofe habitations confifted of fmall 
bkck tents raifed about four feet from the ground. On the plains. 

of Hellai we faw the tents pitched for the'caravan which was to pro- 
ceed to Mecca. ^ 


On the lath I went by water to the vicinity of the village of 
allouan, fituated in Upper Egypt, at the diftance of about five 
, ea^es firom Cairo. To the north of Hallouan lies the village of 
a er, near which the firft barrier of Upper Egypt is placed. It 
confills of a ftone wall, with feveral towers, which extend from the 

caftem bank of the Nile to the mountains. : , 

I went on tbefoUowing day to oaepf the baths at, Cairo. I have 
a rea y ta en occafion to obferve that they are far inferior, both in 
aeatnefs and convenience, to thofe of Ccnflantinoplc, notwithftand- 

. * enthufiaffic a warmth of defcrip- 

‘on y . Savaiy, who has, in many other parts of his work, given 
evident prooii of what canbe effeaed by a writer poMng a hvely 

and fervid imagination. - - - , ^ wveij 

I noticed at this time that there were, more deaths amopg, the 
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inhabitants of Cairo than had occurred during the preceding 
months. 

On the 24 th a party was made to go by water to Hallouan. The 
wind being favourable, our boat Hemmed the current, and we had 
a very agreeable fall to the village, which Hands on the fpot w'here 
the Mekias was originally placed, before it was removed to the ifland 
of Roudah. In the vicinity of Hallouan, which is as poor and- 
wretched aS' the generality of the* villages of Egypt, we could find 
nothing to attrad: our particular notice.- 

The Reis Effendi was pleated about this time to make me a pre- 
lent of a mummy brought from the catacombs- of Saccara : the fub- 
jed appeared, on a nice infpedlon, to have been aged from fixtee'n to 
eighteen, years. It was inclofed within a coffin very tolerably per- 
fed, made of the wood of the Pharaoh fig or -fycamore ufually em- 
ployed on thofe occafions. The lid of the coffin was ornamented 
with a variety of paintings of hieroglyphics, and other Egyptian 
devices. 

■ On the morning of the , 2 6th I made an excurfion to the village of 
Tourrah, diHant from Cairo about eight miles, in the mountainous 
territory bordering on th% defert.- A part of the -wall, which com-- 
menccs at the bank of the Nile, to form the barrier between Upper 
and Lower Egypt, pafles near this village. I afcended the barren 
and rugged mountain on. which the Mamelukes had ereded a caHle, 
and bad from its fummit a very fine and extenfive view of the 
weHern fide of the Nile, comprehending Cairo, and a confiderable 
number of villages., The corn, newly fown, fpringihg from the 
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ground, dllFufed over its furface a pale green tint, "which, combined 
with the darker foliage of the trees and llimbs, imparted a rich di- 
verfity to the fcene. It was more lively and animated than any I had 
hitherto feen in Egypt. 

The caftle, which had apparently been occupied by the French, 
had nothing left for its defence : even the roofs and floors of the 
different buildings contained within its enclofure had been taken 
away, to be converted into fire wood. I was inclined to aferibe this 
devaftation, not to the French, but to the Turks, who are very ex- 
pert at mutilating anddeftroying, for the fake of wood for combuftion, 
whatever they can feize with imptinity. This caftle is about a mile 
diflant from "the Nile, and was well calculated, at the time of its 
eredhon, for the protedlion of the barrier, which has likewife two 
fmaill works for its defence. 

On the fide of the Nile on which the village of Tourrah is fituated, 
the land is by no means in fo high a flate of cultivation as on the 
,wefl:ern bank, of which we had fo fine and diftind a view from the 
fummit ©f the mountain. The land on the eaflern bank confifting 
for the greater part either of rocky eminences, or of defert wafles, the 
culture is chiefly confined to the grounds holering the river, or to the 
more favoured fpots feleded for the fite of the villages^ 

It being the feafon of the Cfariflmas holidays, I was prefent on the 
2 rth at a rout given at Cairo by Madame Rofetti, wife to the Impe- 
rial Conful, at which nearly forty ladies of her acquaintance were 
aflembled. They were all unveiled, and fmoked with gmtwm- 
pofure from the long pipes which are b Fafiilon in the pountrj. Sen 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


39 ^ 


%feral of tlicm had very pretty features, although the eyes were large ' 
and prominent. The eye-brows were blackened with the pigment 
which I have already noticed.. 

Towards the clofe of the preceding month, and during the prefent 
month of December, we experienced in. Egypt a temperature which 
bore fome rcfemblancc to winter. The fall of the leaf w^as, how- 
ever, chiefly confined to the vines and mulberry-trees, the other trees, 
as well as the fhrubs, preferving their foliage nearly throughout the 
year.. The mortality among the inhabitants of Cairo was very great, 
notwithllanding it did not appear, that any cafes of plague had oc- 
curred. The weather had been invariably foggy, with great and 
fudden changes of the winds. The fun, in the day time, darted 
forth its powerful rays ; while the evenings and nights were cold and 
moift. From fuch a temperature, and from fuch a Rate of the at- 
mofphere, it was reafbnable to expe<9: that difeafes would be gene- 
rated ; and accordingly dyfenteric afFedlions became very prevalent. 

At nine m the morning of the 3d of January 1 802, in confequence,- 
of preparations for the departnre of the caravan for Mecca, a procef- 
fion from Boulac entered Cairo at the gate of Kaffim Bey. It was 
led by two hundred infantry, Mograbians, preceded by their ftandards- 
and bands of mufic, and followed by their Pacha,, his fuite, and lfcd 
horfes. Next followed a file of fixty camels elegantly equipped; with, 
painted faddles covered by red houfings. handfomelj? embroidered, 
with filver, beads, Ihells, &c. To the head of each of thefe animals- 
bunches of coloured feathers were attached : feveral of themi bore 
tihe ftapdard. of Mahomed ; and on others men were mounted to 
beat the kettle-drums as the proceffion advanced. At the breafts of. 
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the camels were faftened large bells, which made a perpetual jingle 
as they moved along : the. body and legs were fpotted and Ilained 
with the henna. Three men, fantaftically dreffed, amufcd the fpec- 
tators by their abfurd tricks and extravagant geftures ; while a San- 
ton, or Egyptian faint, preceded the camels on horfeback, naked, 
and with a collar of beads round his neck, to which feveral bells 
were alfo appended. As he rode he threw his body into a tremu- 
lous, convulfive motion. This party was accompanied by a man 
enclofed in a fmall box, refembling a part of the apparatus of our 

puppet-fliows, covered with red doth, feathers, and other fantaftical 
ornaments. . 

The proceffio'n was clpfed by a file of fixty camels, carrying the 
prepared fkins which were to contain the water. On the back of 
one of thefe camels was placed a duller of the lofty branches of 
orange, lemon, fycamore, and other trees. Frequent difcharges of 
mufketry wxre made, and every other demonllration of joy mani- 

fcftedbythe inhabitants, as the proceflion moved flhrough theflreets 
of GairOf , , 

The charge of the caravan had been given by the Vizier to one 
of his fulte, Ofman Bey, late mailer of the ceremonies. He now 
^fluraed the title of Emir Hadgi, or Prince of the Caravan ; and held 
^ appointment of confiderable value and importance. On the pil- 
' gripaage^to Mecca, which ocrapies a Ipace of forty days, the property 
of all thole who, cjie falls to the inheritance of the Emir Hadgi. 

The Iiamaza,p commenced on the 5th at fun fet, and was 
nou^iced at Cairo related difcharges of artillery, m^^ketry,^ and . 

*■ piUpls, 

# , 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


393 


On the morning of the 6th, a party having been made, we croffed 
the Nile, with our horfes, to Giza, and rode to a village called Me- 
nawarr, at a fmall diftance from Saccara. The country through 
which we paired had alTumed a cheerful afpedl from the corn which 
was every where fpringing from the earth. 

The Vizier having requefted to fee the oIEcers of the miffion dur- 
ing the continuance of the Ramazan, we paid him a viflt on the even- 
ing of the Qth, and were entertained with coffee, fherbeti and other 
refrefhments. The reception we received fromi his Highnefs was 
highly civil and gracious. 

During the Ramazan, and the feftival of the Biram, by which it is 
followed, the Ilreets of Cairo are illuminated in the evenings, but 
not with fo grand an effed as at Conftantinople. The mofques.and 
minarets were, However, dn this dccalion, handibmely lighted up 
with variegated lamps, difplaying a variety of very pleafing figures. 

Very diftrelTing accounts from Alexandria were received: at Cairo 
on the 17 th, relative to the plague, which was faid to rage with Ib 
much violence among the Sepoys, that they had been ordered to 
Aboukir, to diminilh the chance of the infedion Ipreading among 
the other troops. Dr. White, at that time employed with the Indian 
army,' who had maintained with great obftinacy .an opinion that the 
plague is not infedious, had at length been lately convinced of the 
danger- refulting frbm the evqiieohs dodrihe he, had Supported. Hav- 
ing bheh attacked by very fufplcious, fymptoros, he had written to 
Geh^l ^ relieved, expreffing the ftroh'geft apfarfehe^dhs 

the, perils', fiarionnded-hMn. It be fecn 
account of plaguey'-that this uhf<^nate^raah•fdll:a;1^<®I^^ 



394 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 

furd tl^eory he had endeavoured to eftabllih, and to the experiments 
he tried with a view to its fupport. 

On the morning of the 19th, Lord Cavan, accompanied by Mr. 
Stratton, fecretary of legation, arrived at Giza. His Lordfhip was 
received by the Britifh troops encamped there with a falute of nine- 
teen guns. The Pacha of Cairo, late Kia to the Capitan Pacha, 
arrived at the fame time, and encamped with his troops near Boulac. 

On the 20th, in the afternoon, Colonel Holloway, and Majors 
Hope and Cookfon, of the royal artillery, arrived at Kaffim Bey from 
Alexandria. In the evening Lord Cavan and Mr. Stratton had au- 
diences of the Vizier. . * ' 

On the 20th the Pacha . of Cairo made his public entry into that 
city. 

The Mamelukes removed their encampment on the 24th, to the 
fouth of Giza; and on the following day the Vizier’s tail was fent 
forward to be fixed to the north of Cairo, where his encampjnent 
was immediately to be formed, with a view to the arrangements 
wdiich were to be made preparatorily to his Highnefs quitting Egypt, 
on his return Confiiantinople, by the route of Syria. 

On the fame day, the 25th, the Mameluhes, whofe numbers were 
cohjedured to amount to about three thoufand, privately quitted 
Gizai and fet out for Upper Egypt. It was greatly to be apprehended 
that a civil war would be. the refult of this defeaion, as the negoci- 

ations which had been, commenced with a view to the reconciliation 

of the Turks and ^roelukes were thus thwarted in their intention.^ 
So firdden and extraorciaar> a movement, indeed, gave rcafoa to 
Gpnjedture that'they had entirely failed. . , : , 
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In the evening the Turks were bufily engaged at Boulac in load- 
ing germs with guns, ammunition, and every defeription of ftores, 
for the fervice of the detachments which were ordered to proceed 
inftantly to Upper Egypt, in purfuit of the Mamelukes. 

On the 26th Colonel Holloway gave notice, that the miffion 
fhould hold itfelf.in readinefs to embark for Alexandria on the 
fhortefl notice. 

It was reported^ on the 28 th, that two men had died of the plague 
in the Britilh encampment at Giza. 

Lord Cavan and fuite, and Mr. Stratton, fecretary of legation, 
were on the 29th invefted with pelices by his Highnefs the Vizier, 
of whom they took leave. 

On the 30 th General Stewart left Giza to proceed to Alexandria, 
and thence to England, Lord Cavan and fuite, with Major Cook- 
Ion, quitted the above place on the morning of the 31 ft, under a 
falute from the garrifon. 

Colonel Holloway, and the ofHcers of the miffion, having had, on 
the 3d of February, agreeably to appointment, an audience of his 
Highnefs the Vizier, to take leave, preyioufly to their departure from 
Lgypt, gold medals were prefented to fuch of the officers as had not 
already received them, in teftimony of the approbation of the Sultan 
for the ferviccs they had rendered. On this occafion coffee and other 
refrefhments were ferved according to the oriental cuftom. 

The labours of the Britiffi military miffion ading with the Turkifli 
army, drew at length towards a conclufion, after a feries of, painful, 

■ hainffmg, and critical events, many of which cannot, froth obvious 
motives, meet the public eye. The patience, forbearance, and-^cir- 

, 3 E 2, 
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cumfpe«S:ion of the individuals engaged in this long and perilous fer- 
vice, were manifefted on a variety of trying occafions, which required 
all the energy inherent in the Britifli nailitary character. 

I cannot, in juftice and gratitude to his Highnefs, omit mention- 
ing, though it favours a little of egotifm, that the Vizier, on this 
occafion, did me the honour to exprefs his acknowledgments and 
thanks in a letter of recommendation which he fent me, to be deli- 
vered to the Englilh ambaflador. Lord Elgin, at Conftantinople, for 
the medical affiftance which he, as well as many of his people, had 
received during our connexion with his army. ■ ‘ • 

The route from Jaffa, in,' Syria, to Grand Cairo, comprehending 
the pafiage acrofe the delert, as it was performed by the army of the 
Grand Vizier, and the Britilh military miffion, will be found in the 
map which accompanies the text. 
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CHAPTER XVIL. 


BEB«S tN aCCUBIBB BV 

SION— DEPARTUBE OF THE JANKSAEIES— DEPARTURE OF THE VIZ ER 
-EXCURSION UP THE. NIEE-SITE OF THE ANCIENT' CITT OF MEM- 
PHIS— REMAINS Off THE MEKIAS— DEPARTURE FROM CAIRO. OBSER- 
VATIONS ON THE RISE AND FADE OF THE NILE. 


ripHE Biram commenced on the 3d of February at fun-fet, and 
1 wa, announced ty a fabte from the citadel,, together with dif- 

charges of moiketry in the difetent quarters of the town. ^ ^ 

On this day we had an unfortunate accident. The Choarbagi, 
an officer of Janiffaries, whofc cafe I have deforibed in the Medical 
Journal,, died of the plague within the buddings occupied by the 
Britifli miffiou. The account of hk death, and the.circumftances 
fry which it was accompanied, were traufmitted to the Briti com. 
mandet m ehiet previonlly to the departure of the mlffion for Aleit- 


andria. _ , i i 

. On the mormng of the 4th, at fun-rife, the guneof the citadel, 

„d.of the diffittent:forts.in'lhe vicipitsof eaim,.were difcharged to. 
celcfeialic .the Birami during the ..'continuance , of which three i - 
ami muiketry'are made daily, m. the morning, a;.- 
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in lervile capacities go from honfe to houfe to folicit hocyiitfi, or 
money, of their employers. 

Colonel Holloway and Major Hope left Cairo for Alexandria on 
the 6th. On account of the recent death of the officer of Janif- 
faries, who fell a vidim to plague, the detachments were to remain 
at Cairo until further orders. I learned with much fatisfadion that 
the JanilTaries who wxre in the chamber of the deceafed were all 
well. 

The JanilTary Aga, with the JanilTaries under his command, 
quitted Cairo at this time for Conftantinople. The Vizier was to 
take the field on the Qth ; and was to quit his encampment near 
Cairo in the fpace of fifteen or twenty ’days. The Turks ftill con- 
tinued to fend fupplies of troops, ftores, and ammunition into Upper 
to be enabled to counterad the defigns of the Mamelukes. 

On the Qth I rode to the Vizier’s encampment. A part only of 
the troops were on the ground. It was announced to be the inten- 
tion of his Highnefs to march in the courfe of three or four days 
with about five thoufand of his troops, leaving the others, fifteen 
thoufand in number, in Egypt, ■ under the charge of the Pacha of 
Cairo. 

On the 1 1 th akampfin wind from the fbuth-weft threw up im- 
menfe clouds of dufi, 'which kept the atmofphere in a hazy ftate 
throughout the day, and produced an oppreffive heat, with great 
irritation of the eyes. The Turkifh troops were employed in farm- 
ing a camp on Golden Ifland. 

Early in the morning of the 13th the Vizier marched from his 
encampment, fituated without Cairo, near the vdlages of Izaoui and 
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El-Mini, to Mattarcali, where it was the intention of his Highnefs 
to halt for the remainder of the day; and to proceed afterwards on 
his route to Conftantinople, by Belbeis, El-Hanka, Korin, Gaza, .He- 
bron, Jcrufalem, &c. penetrating through Syria by Aleppo and Da- 
mafeus. 

The fky was fo much overclouded on the 14th, that the fun was 
completely obfeured, a circumftance which is very unufual in Egypt, 
but from which this favourable confequence refulted, that the tem- 
perature of the air was cool, refrelhing, and highly agreeable. 

A party having been made- for the 15th, we fet out early in the 
morning from Fort Ibrahim, in a covered boat, and failed up the 
ISIile, with a frelh breeze from the north-eaft, to Bederalheen, a vil- 
kge diftant from Cairo about fourteen miles, fituated oppofite to 
Halouan.% We landed, and walked to the village, and thence to 
Metterhenna, about two miles from the fpot at which we landed; 
Metterhenna is a wretched village, which has nothing remarkable in 
itfelf, but which is well deferving of a vifxt on account of the tradi- 
tion which fixes it on the fite of the ancient city of Memphis, cele- 
brated in hiftory for the arts and fciences which flourilhed them with 
fo muchfplendor, and.for the wealth and munificence of its inhabi- 
‘t^nts. This renowned city was, it is faid, founded by Uchoreus, 
who named it after Ifis daughter..,, The latter was the wife of Nilus, 
frorn whora.the;Kile has taken ip name, and to whom foe bore a 
fo:n,^1^4,#Sypt«^ derived the 

name..,<^.%y^t..,_,, , ■ ' " , ... ' ^ ' r 



400 


TRAVTSLS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 

leven. In Its vicinity, and more particularly on the north and north- 
eaft -Tides, feveral fragments of granite, on which hieroglyphics were 
infcribed, were lying on the ground. Thefe mutilated fragments 
appeared to be portions of columns of large dimenfions, and of dif- 
ferent kinds of architedlural ortaaments. On the eaftern fide of the 
village extenfive and high mounds of rubbifli ran parallel, north and 
fouth. It is deferving of remark that in every part of Egypt thefe 
confiderab.le mounds of rubbifh point out the fite of an ancient town 
or city. On the outer fide of thofe fituated to the eaflward of Mct- 
terhenna we found the veftiges of a wall of great thicknefs, and evi- 
dcQtly a work of high antiquity. It was conflmded in fuch a way 
as to bear a flrong refcmblance to the decayed walls I had already feen 
at Confkntinople, and in the vicinity of Alexandria, the latter of 
which has been conjedured to have belonged to fhe building that 
contained the library of Ptolemy. The method which was em- 
ployed by the ancients was to place parallel layers of bricks in the 
wall, which, in? this inflance, was built of a calcareous flone, not 
unli|te,ir^ its appearance, to the fame kindV flone found on Mount 
^okattam, whence it -^as probably brought* > The bricks were info 
friable a flatC' as. to refemble mafles of ciadiers. . , ^ 

In fhott, from the different olgedfs which we met with at Metter- 
hepna were ftrongly inclined to give due credit to the veracity of ' 
the M^bfians who have fixed the fite of Memphis on this fpot. The 
fragment , of. the wall> the^ rernote antiquity of which could not be 
queftioned foYa moment, by any one who had vifited other antique 
monuments oTth^^ fatrie de,fcription,.aud the date of which has been 
a^ertainea, wa?;almoft a dedfive, proof. ToThis I may add 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


401 


the portions of granite columns infcrlbed with hieroglyphic charac- 
ters, the immenfe mounds of rubbilli thrown up in feveral diredlions, 
and, more cfpecially, the relative fituation of the fpot with the pyra- 
mids of Saccara. Being extremely defirous of afeertaining the fitc 
of this ancient city, I made at different times, by the means of my 
interpreter, the minutefl enquiries among the Arabs of all the villages 
through w>ich I paffed ; but could never colled the fmalleft infor- 
mation relative to the place which Monfieur Savary calls Menf, and 
which he, very fancifully, fixes on the fite of Memphis. 

The great numbers of lofty date-trees which furround Mettcr- 
henna, and which had been fo planted as to form a variety of pleafmg 
groves, together with the fine plantations of corn, flax, and other 
produce, on which the induftrious inhabitants had beftowed great 
and particular attention, were, infinitely agreeable in their effed to 
our party, who had been fo long accuflomed to a painful refidence at 
Grand Cairo, amidfi: the duft and fcorching heats. I purchafed for 
a few paras a morfel of an Egyptian idol ; and carried away with me 
a fpeciraen of the calcareous ftone employed in the conftrudion of 
the wall, together with a finall fragment of one of the granite co- 
lumns. In returning to our boat at half paft three in the , afternoon, 
thcfiheick ofthe village of Bederafheen invited us to take co^ee and 
other mfrefhments. We did not reach Kaffem Bey until mne in the 
' evening, our return having been fomewhat retarded by the win , 
Hci, feom the noiA-eaft qmitcr, which we hai to 

dired out courfe. v , ^ .. xrr 

itoSS^ouaa of a building ap 

" . '■ ' s p 
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cientiy erc^lecl on the fpot. conjectured tliat it might be the 

recoEiins of the IVIckias, which was originslly placed at Halouan, and 
afterwards removed to the ifland of Roudah. 

On the mornirg of the 18th in.ftrn£tions were received from Co- 
lonel Holloway at Alexandria to quit Cairo, in confequence of which 
we were all occupied in preparing for our departure. In the courfc 
of the day our men were embarked on board of germs ; and it was 
expected that we fhould be enabled to quit the capital of Egypt on 
the enfuing morning. I profited by the little leifure which was af- 
forded me, and went to Giza to viewthe collections of antiquities 
brought from Upper Egypt, by Mr. Hamilton and feveral other 
amateurs. 

I fliall now give the refult of my obfervations on the rife and fall 
of the l^ile, from the time of my arrival at Cairo to the prefent date, 
with a hope that the interefi; they will excite will be equal to the 
pains I beftowed on them. 

On the lOth of July 1801, I firffc vilited the Mekias or Nilometer, 
fituated at the fouthern extremity of the ifland of Roudah near Old 
Cairo. The Arab who attended this place informed me that the Nile 
had begun to rife about the 28th or 29th of June ; lince which time 
it had rifen two piques and a half. The rapid manner in which the 
river rofe induced him to believe that there would be an abundant 
Nile this year. 

I copied the followinjg infeription placed over the door of the 

Mekias: ' ■,> i- ' . ' , , , ,,, 

* ** ' * 

L’an 9 de la RCpublique Frari9aife, et 1215 de FE^e, 30 mois 

apres I’JEgypte conquife par Bonaparte, Menoup general en chef, a 
repare le Mekias. 
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Le Nil rcpondoit, dans les balTcs eaux, a 3 coudees 10 doigts de k 
colonne le 10 me. jour apresle folftice de Tan 8. 

li a commence a croitre au Cairo le l6me. jour apres k memo 
folftice. 11 s’etoit elev6 de 2 coudees 3 doigts au deffus du fftt de la 

colonne le 107 me. jour apres ce folftice. 

II a commence a decroitre le 115 me. jour apres ce folftice. 
Toutes les terres ont ete inondees. Cette criie extraordinaire de 
14 coudees 17 doigts fait efperer unc ann6e tres-abondante. Le B.t 

de la colonne eft de lO coudees. 

Lacoudee eft de 54 centimetres. 

Elle eft divifee en vingt quatre doigts. 


translation. 

In the ninth year of the French Republic, and of the Hegira 1215, 
at the expiration of thirty months after the conqueft of Egypt by 
Bonaparte, the Mekias was repaired by Mcnou, commander rn chief 
When the waters were at the loweft, on t e lot ay a e 
folftice of the year s, (commencement of July 1 Boo) the re 
on the coluniu at the heighi of three cubits, ten digits. 

. . It began to rife at Cairo on the l6th day after the abo^ fol&ce, . 

On the ioyth, da/ after the folftice it had 

digits, above the fhaft of the column. On the 1 1 5tU day 

folftice it began to decreafe. . : i 

. , ah fclauds were inundated. i This extraOrdrnary rife of toteen 

cubits, feveuteeh di^ts, gives every reafon to “njeapre 
^ ie ' .The lhaft of the column is m ,he«hbfetecn 

n T 2 
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N. B. A French cubit (coudee) is nearly 22 inches and one-fixth 
of an inch Englifla, 

A digit (doigt), the twenty-fourth part of a cubit, is about eleven- 
tw'elfths of an inch Englifh, that is, 1 3 digits make about one foot 
Englifh. 

It is faid that the Delta in the fpace of 3284 years has rifen 14 
cubits. Savary obferves that the ftandard of abundance, in the rife 
of the Nile, is 18 cubits. 

July 23. Since the l6th inftant, the Nile has rifen 12 inches. 

Auguft 3. For fome days paft the Nile has rifen from 12 to 13 
inches daily. 

Auguft 5 . The Nile water is become extremely thick, and has 
acquired an ochry colour. It is unfit for ufe, until the earth is depo- 
fited ; for which purpofe the water is put into porous earthen jars, 
called by the Arabs birdack, made in Egypt. The conftant evapo- 
ration through the fides of thefe vclTels renders the water extremely 
cool and pleafent. 

Auguft g. The eanal called the Prince of the Faithful, which runs 
through Grand Cairo, was opened on this day with the ulhal cere- 
mony. See the defeription of this ceremony, page 331 of the Journal. 

Auguft 18. The Nile rifen to the mark 10 cubits 10 digits, fo as 
to coyer half the capital of the column. 

September 1 . The Nile rifen to the mark 1 7 cubits, which co- 
yers nearly the whole of the capital. The Nile rofe 9 feet during the 
month of Auguft. 

9 ir ' I ' 

Septembef 18. Nile rifen to the mark 17 cubits 13 digits. 
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September ig. Nearly the whole of the ifland of Roudah is inun- 
dated. 

September 21. Nile rifen to the mark 17 cubits lO digits. 

September 23. Ditto - - 17 cubits 1 8 digits. 

September 25. Ditto - - 17 cubits 21 digits. 

September 27- Ditto - - 17 cubits 23 digits. 

September 2g. Ditto - - 18 cubits 1 digit. 

Odober 2. Ditto - - 18 cubits 4 digits. 

Which was the utmoft height of the Nile during the year 1801. 

The Nile began to fall about the 8th or gth of Odober at Cairo, 
but earlier at Rofetta. 

It is obferved by the inhabitants, that if the wind continues north- 
erly at the time when the Nile is at the higheft, it is a very favour- 
able cirCumftance, as by this means the Nile is kept high for feveral 
days, fometimes for ten or fifteen/ with but a fmall diminution of its 
waters, and the land receives all the benefit of the moifture. But 
on the contrary, fhould the wind be wefterly, and blow ftrong, it is 
extremely unfavourable ; as, in this cafe, the Nile is feen to fall ra- 
pidly, and the land prevented from receiving the neceffary moifture 
fropa the waters of the inundation. 

An inhabitant of Cairo, long refident in Egypt, aflured me, that 
the Nile of the preceding year was the higheft known for thirty 
years paft. However, this year, 1801, it rofe one di^t higher. 
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From the foregoing ftatement and table it will be perceived, that 
the Nile rofe, during the year 1801, about twenty- feven feet one 
inch 5 ' and that it fell fifteen feet from the 8th 0<9:ober, 1 801, to the 
14th February, 1802, when"! was about to leave Cairo on my way 
to Alexandria, and from thence to England. The mud depofited 
by the Nile on the fur&ce of the country during the inundation, is 
of a blackilh, or deep lead colour ; but, when dry, becomes of a 
lighter, or yellowifh ’ brown colour. It being compofed of a large 
proportion of argillaceous earth, the furface of the country forms 
itfelf into deep cracks, or fifiures, as it dries : I colleded fome of this 

e ' ' ' 

mt^d for the purpofe of future examination, and Ihall, on its arrival. 
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fubmit it to a careful analyfis. A depth of from eight to ten inches 
of this mud, the etfedl of the laft inundation, was feen in feveral 
level places ; but this earthy matter contrads fo much in drying, 
that the depth of new furface, when perfedlly dry, does not probably 
amount to more than four or fix inches. The French have analyled 
this mud, and have given the refults of their obfervations upon it. 
The following analyfis was made by Monfieur Regnault. 

In 100 parts the mud of the Nile was found to contain 
11 of water, 

9 of carbon, 

6 of oxyd of iron, 

4 of filex, 

4 of corbonate*of magnefia, 

* 18 of carbonate of lime,, 

48 of alumine. 

Total 100 parts. 

The water of the Nile, when deprived of its earthy matter, by 
Handing at reft in jars, is very pure, and agreeable to drink, and will 
keep good a long while. I kept a" quantity of it feveral months in 
an open veffel, and it was equally good as at firft. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

VOYAGE ON THE NILE FROM CAIRO TO ROSETTA CANAL OP MENOUF-— 

CRUEL INSTANCE OP DEVASTATION BY THE TURKS — DANGERS ATTEND- 
ING THE PASSAGE DOWN THE NILE DAHROOT — CEMETERY — DEATH 

OF THE SHEICK WRETCHED STATE OP THE INHABITANTS ARRIVAL 

AT ROSETTA — PLAGUE AMONG THE ENGLISH TROOPS AT ROSETTA 

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE PORT AND HARBOUR — FORT JULIEN — HUNTING 

OP THE OSTRICH — BUILDINGS AT ROSETTA — POPULATION BAZARS 

WHARF ANIMALS INDIGENOUS TO THIS PART OP EGYPT — PISH — MA- 
NUFACTURES GARDENS MORASSES — DISEASES — PLAGUE RAGES AT 

ROSETTA — THE MISSION EMBARK FOR ALEXANDRIA — LAND ON THE 
PENINSULA LEADING TO ALEXANDRIA, WHERE THEY PERFORM OUA- 
RANTINE — SEPOY TRIED BY A COURT MARTIAL FOR SUFFERING ARABS 

TO ESCAPE FROM OUARANTINE CASES OF PLAGUE IN THE LAZARETTO 

MISSION RELEASED FROM OUARANTINE FESTIVITIES IN COMMEMO- 
RATION OF VICTORIES TEMPLE OP DIANA — CATACOMBS AND BATHS 

OP CLEOPATRA. 

quitted Grand Cak© on the 1 9th of February, at eleven in 
^ ^ the motiaing, and having embarked hi oiir germs &r Eolietta, 
got under way without lols of time. Before we had reached JBoulac, 
one of our germs unfortunately ran aground, fo as to delay us for 
fome time. At two in the afternoon we pafled Bonlac, with a fine 
breeze from the? fouth- weft ; and at midfiigbt were at the entrance 
of the canal of Menouf,' where we brought to in confideration of the 
narrownels of^the canal, and the difficulty of its navigation in the 
night time. ' - 
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At half paft four in the morning of the 20th, we got under way, 
and, as the current was rapid, made a confiderable progrefs, notwith- 
ftanding the wind was fcantj. The canal is ferpentine, and takes a 
great variety of diredions, with a breadth that in no part exceeds 
niirety yards, and in feveral is confiderably lefs. On its banks there 
arc numerous villages, the pofition of which is rendered highly agree- 
able and pidurefque, by fine groups of cedar, date, and ficcamore 
trees. The face of the country was, as we pafied in our germ, every 
where enriched by luxuriant crops of growing corn. When We 
were abreafl: of the village of Halt, diftant about a league to the 
fouth of Menouf, the huts of which it was compofed were on fire. 
We were told that the village had been vifited by a party of Turks, 
who, not content with having pillaged the wretched inhabitants, 
had fet fire to their dwellings, and who, when invefted with a fmall 
fhare of power, carry ruin and devaluation wherever they go. We 
pafied Menouf at nine o’clock, wjth a fine breeze from the fouth- 
,wefi: ; and at eleven arrived at Naddir, a village fituated on the eaft- 
ern bank, at the jundion of the canal with the Rofetta branch of 
the Nile. , We were there obliged to bring to, and wait the arrival 
of the hindmofi; germ, which, having been frequently aground, had 
befen< confiderably delayed. Indeed, the Arabs by whom Ihe was 
navigated, feemed to be quite ignorant of the management of the 
vefiTel ; and this may be in fome meafure accounted for, by the 
circumRance 'of their having been prefied into this fervice by the 
Turks at Cairo. We were deeply embayed off Naddir ; and it 
blowing a flrong gale from the weft- fouth- weft, werq prevented 
from getting out until fevep in the evening, whed the wind fell,^nd 

3 G 
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lliifted to the north- weft. The evening was clouded over, with fre- 
quent fqualls, accompanied bj lightning ; and the fmaller of our 
germs, being badly manned, frequently got aground, infomuch that 
we were obliged to come to an anchor off the village of Caffagos, 
diftant from Naddir from eight to ten miles. The hindmoft germ 
had been fo frequently aground, that it became leaky, and did not 
reach us until eleven at night, although the fmall cangar, or boat, 
had been difpatched to her affiftance. 

At five in the morning of the 2lft we got under way, with a briflc 
gale from the fouth-weft. In confequence, however, of the difficul- 
ties the fmaller of the germs had to encounter in. getting out, we ‘ 
were obliged to bring to oppofite the village of Amaroufc, on the 
eaftern fliore, and diftant from Caffagos five or fix miles only. In 
failing down the Nile, the ferpentine forms the river affumes in fo 
many diredlions, and the confiderable number of fand banks which 
are interfperfed,- render its navigation difficult and perilous, more 
particularly when there is a ftrong breeze. Our dangers were en- 
harkced by the unfkilfulnefs of the boatmen, who feemed ignorant of 
their profeffion; nnd who had to manage veffels ill calculated for the 
undertaking. On the hindmoft germ coming up, we proceeded at 
feven in the evening, with a very moderate 'breeze from the ^eft- 
north- weft, wff ich occafionally died away in the courfe of the night, 
fo that we failed and drifted alternately. 

On the nidtnihg of the 22 Ai at half paft feven, we paffed Foua, 
with a fmart breeizh ftom tMfbfith-w^ft, and at nine in the evening 
arrived off Dahfo©t,*;a'TiIla^ 'oh; the Weft bank of the, five®-, 

where we anchored, to wait for thegefnis which had hot ydt‘ chme 
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up. Dahroot is diftant about fix miles from Foua ; and faces ano- 
ther village on the eaftern bank, called Sindiy-Whoun. It is more 
refpcdlable than the generality of the villages of Egypt, the houfes 
being confl:ru(fled of burned bricks, and of a moderate height. Many 
of them were uninhabited at the time of our arrival ; and the vil- 
lage, according to every appearance, but thinly peopled. It appears 
to have been formerly a place of ibme importance, being provided 
■with a large cemetery, the tombs contained in which are of a circu- 
lar form, and confirudled of bricks. 

We w'ent on fhore, and were concerned to find that the fheick of 
the village had been unfortunately drowned a few hours before. The 
women were all affemblcd in front of the houfe of the deceafed, 
bewailing his lofs, and uttering the molt difmal fhouts and cries, 
according to the eaftern cuftona, on the deceafe of any one of the 
inhabitants, and at the time of the performance of the funeral obfe- 
quies. 

The bazars at Dahroot were very ill fupplied, what they contained 
being chiefly confined to dates and fugar-canes. The dwellings of 
the inhabitants, who w'ere nearly naked, were filthy in the extreme ; 
and to this fburce of difeafe, which may unqucftlonably be confidcred 
Ss one of the remote caufes of, plague, may be fuperadded the fpare 
and unv<?holefbme diet om which the Arabs fiibfift, together with the 
cuRonlary employment of the women ^aad children, whom neceffity 
oblige^ to colledl; the dung of animals for fuel. Perceiving that we 
were Engl ii^ the laatives brought to the germs fowls, geefei .wiid 
ducks, pigeon,|>::e^^;^l^h4,’bte^<i'* a.good quality,', 
ticies were' purchj^^.^, hiodeiate'pr'icGs.,,.. 
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The hindmoft germ came up at five in the afternoon, and we in- 
ftantly bore a^vay with a fine breeze from the north- weft. The wind 
becoming ftill more favourable towards the evening, we fteered a 
ftcady courfe, and reached Rofctta in fafety about eleven at night. 

On the morning of the 23d I went on fliore, and waited on Colonel 
Barlow, commandant at Rofetta, who informed me that a ferjeant 
had recently died there of the plague, having furvived the attack only 
24 hours. Several fatal cafes of this difeafe having recently occurred 
among the Arabs, Greeks, and other inhabitants, the Colonel was 
preparing to fix his refidence without the town, the more effeftually 
to fecure himfelf from infedion. I was informed that fo fudden 
had been the attacks of the plague among the troops at Rofetta fome 
little time before, and their fatal termination fo fpeedy, that feveral 
of the peftiferous fubjeds had died on their way from the barracks 
to the hofpital, and feveral others had fallen down in the ranks. A 
regiment of Sepoys, three hundred ftrong, had fuftained a lofs of an 
hundred and twenty individuals, comprehending the women , and 
children, to whom the difeafe had' been equally fatal as to the men. 

We were compelled, contrary to our inclination, to make fome ftay 
at Rofetta, m order to procure germs adapted to our voyage to Alex- 
andria, thofe employed on the Nile being of a peculiar conftruaion, 
which renders them unfit for a paflage by fta. 

The bog^z, or bar, of Rofetta, at which the Nile forms a jundion 
with the..fe^,can be, crofted With, fafety in moderate weath^ only, 
and by veftels of ,a particulat conftruaion; On this account the trade 
of Rofetta is much Uraited. ■ ^his bar is formed by fand banks thrown, , 
up^by the conteft maintained between the rapid current of fthe' Nile* 
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and the waters of the fea; and as tliefc banks, or flioals, are conftantiv 
changing their pofition, the navigation over them is rendered ex- 
tremely hazardous at particular feafons of the year, more efpecially 
to thofe who are unaccuftomed to the paffage. When the wind 
blows frefh from the northward, with a high fea, by which it is ufually 
accompanied, the bar is rendered impaffable by the great number of 
fhoals which are fuddenly thrown up. Many fatal inftances of the 
temerity of the Britifh feamen had occurred in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding fummer, when it is faid that upwards of two hundred indivi- 
duals perifhed in attempting this dangerous palTage. It certainly 
ought not to be undertaken unlels by thofe who are in the conftant 
pradlice of navigating between Rofetta and Alexandria, The Arabs 
wait invariably for calm weather, or for a moderate breeze from the 
fouth, in either of which cafes the furf is kept down, and the paffage 
efFedled with fafety. 

On the morning of the 24 th I w'alked to Fort Julien, dillant from 
Rofetta about five miles, and from the bogaz about a league. It is a 
fquare fort, having in its centre a blockhoufe, and may be confidcred 
as a work of regular conflrudlion. Plate XXL contains an accurate 
delineation of this fort, which has been frequently mentioned in the 
memorable tranfadlions of the Egyptian campaign. It contains alfb 
a reprefentation of one of the Nile boats. 

The walk from Rofetta to Fort Julien is extremely agreeable, 
through woods of dates, and gardens filled with the choicefi: fruit 
trees, among the great variety of which may be comprehended the 
banana, the orange, the lemon, and the* citron. 

On my return to Rofetta I law a young, oftrich T^hich meafiired 



4T4 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY, 

about three feet and a half from the back, and, when in an ered 
pofture, from feven to eight feet from the head downwards. The 
fize of thefe animals, when full grown, is enormous. In many in- 
flances they, meafure, in an upright polition, from eleven to thirteen 
feet. Their extraordinary fpeed affords the Arab who goes out in 
purfuit of them one of his beft opportunities to difplay his adivity 
and addreis. It, indeed, feldom happens that they can be overtaken 
without the aid of greyhounds ; and for this reafbn the hunters who 
are not provided with this defeription of dogs, feek a concealment 
whence they affail the animal when within the reach of the gun. 
Their objed is to procure the beautiful feathers, which find a ready 
fale, and to extrad the fat, which is employed for culinary purpofes. 
It is unneceffary to fpeak of the extraordinary fizo of the eggs, which 
is proportioned to that of the animal ; but I muft remark that in 
Egypt they form a part of the ornaments of the Turkifh mofques, 
and even of the Chriftian churches, from the roofs of which they are 
fufpended. 

We learned on the 25th that Colonel Holloway and Major Hope 
had, with Mr. Stratton, fecretary of legation, quitted Alexandria on 
the 15th, on their route to Condantinople. On account of the pre- 
valence of that dreadful fcourge, the plague, we W’ere under the ne- 
ceffity of obferving much circumfpedion in out intercourfe with 
Rofetta, betwgen which place and Alexandria all commerce was pro- 
hibited by %d, by the Britifli commander in chief, and a quarantine 
of twenty-one daya fi;ri(^ly enforced^' in the c^ of arrivals by fea for 
the latter dedinatibn; - •*;: ' . ’',E, - < 

: jThe town of Rofetta is delightfully fituated on the w^Orrtibaiik 
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of what was anciently denominated the Bolbitic branch of the Nile, 
but which at prefent bears its own name, at the diftancc of about 
feven or eight miles from the fea. It lies to the north- weft of Cairo, 
from which it is diftant about an hundred and thirty miles, and from 
Alexandria by fea forty. Its principal commerce confifts in the car- 
riage of merchandize in general, and of European commodities in par- 
ticular, configned from Alexandria, to be conveyed to Grand Cairo, 
and thence to be diftributed throughout Egypt. It thus becomes 
the entrepot of the trade of that country ; and in this point of view is 
of confiderablc importance. 

The houfes of Rofetta are conftrudted of red burned bricks, and 
are lofty, many of them having four, and even five ftories. They are 
pointed with white mortar, which gives them, when viewed from a 
diftance, an air of neatnefs, at the fame time that it renders their 
afpea cheerful. The ftreets are very narrow. On the whole,, not- 
withftanding it contains but few ftrikingpublic edifices, Rofettamuft 
be confidered as a handfome place by thofe who have been accuf- 
tomed to the fight of mud huts, and the fandy deferts. The mofqucs 
and their minarets are, as well as the houfes, built with bricks, plaif- 
tered over and white-walhed. In this ftylc of external decorations/ 
the natives poffefs, as well as the Turks, a peculiar excellence. ' • 

The population of Rofetta naay be eftimated at from- eight to ten 
thoufand foMhi but on a view of the great number of houfes which 
were uninhabited at the time of our flay there, it appeared to be ca- 
pable of containmg at leaft treble the number. Its internal 
quillity was lefs difturhed by the French Invafion of 
of '^yothet place; a chcumflance which. may- p^oba:^{h^|-^'‘''j*ifch, 
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from the milder difpoiition of its inhabitants, whofe commercial in* 
tercourfe with other nations has given them a fofter polifh. 

The lively fcene I had occafion to witnefs at Rofetta, on my 
paffage through that place in the preceding month of Odlober, 
when the Britifli troops commanded by General Baird were en- 
camped in its vicinity, had completely difappeared. The bazars 
were at that period well fupplied with European commodities; while 
at the prefent they contained no other articles except fuch as are to 
be found in all the bazars of Egypt and Turkey. The wharf on 
which the goods are landed is in length nearly a mile, and is provided 
with capacious warehoufes. This place appears moft advantageoufly 
to the traveller who has made the journey thither from Alexandria 
acrofs the defert, which brings him to the very walls of the gardens. 
It follows from this proximity of the defert, that the cultivation is 
chiefly conflned to the land which extends in the direaion of the 
river. The Perflan wheels employed for the irrigation of the gardens 
and grounds, are worked by cow's and buffaloes. 

Immenfe quantities of wild ducks, teals, and widgeons, hover over 
the Nile, and- are caught by the inhabitants with nets : they are large 
and finely flavoured, and are fold uncommonly cheap. On the fide 
of the Delta there are numerous flocks of fine fnipes. Babbits are 
expofed for fale at Bofetta, but are very fcarce, as is the cafe through- 
out Egypt. The mutton is good, as is alfo after the inundation the 
flefh of the' buffalo, which is the only beef flaughtered for the table. 
The flocks of fheep browzh on the fkirts of the defert, in the forefts 
of date-trees. The great flependailce of the inhabitants for their fup- 
pHes is on the*luxuriant and'- fertile Delta, which pours 'forth itsUbun- 
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dant produce to adminiller to the wants of man, and the riches of 
which will be inexhauftible fo long as the prolific waters of the Nile 
continue to difiufe themfelves over its furface. That river finds em- 
ployment for a confiderable number of fifliermen ; but the filh it 
contains are fmall, and not held in much effcimation by Europeans. 

The manufadlures of Rofetta are principally confined to the weav- 
ing of cottons, fhawls, and other articles of clothing, as well for the 
confumption of its inhabitants, as for exportation ; and to the mak- 
ing of bafkets and mats. The latter are formed of fine ruflies, arc 
very neat, and are in great requeft throughout Egypt. The balkets, 
named by the Arabs cotiffa^ are employed for the package of rice. In 
each of thefe manufadlures the native inhabitants are very expert. 

The town of Rofetta contains a mixture of Arabs, Turks, Greeks, 
Jews, Copts, and Armenians ; but the number of Chriftians, or 
Franks, is very inconfiderable. Was it entirely in the ifands of the 
latter, whole fpirit of enterprife would perhaps induce them to at- 
tempt the removal of the dangerous bar at the entrance of the river, 
it would, in all probability, become rich and flourlfhing, by the very 
extenfive commerce it might be thus enabled to maintain. The 
predominating influence lies, however, wdth the Turks, who arc 
incapable of cngagin| in anj ufeful undertaking whiqfi demands 
exertion or adivity, 

'IV gardens to the north of Rpfetta are very extenfive, and muft 

be pleafing to the admirers of pure and unembelliflied nature. Nei- 
ther order npr ha^ been cpnfulted in the difpofal of the 

• fhere,,any,^thpfc, ! regpl^r, .walks which, ^^phibryed 

gardens lof|:y,^^ 
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clufters, afford a pleafing variety of foliage, and a new tint of colour, 
amidft the banana, orange, lemon, pomegranate, and citron trees, 
■which are every where fcattered in wild diforder. The vegetable 
produAions for the table are difpofed with as little regularity, and 
are intermixed with cluRers of the henna, or Egyptian privet, which 
is cultivated in great abundance on account of the orange dye its 
dried leaves afford, to add to the fantaftic ornaments of the Egyptian 
women. The avenues leading to thefe gardens, and thofe by which 
they are furrounded, are very agreeable. 

. In a northern diredtion from Rofetta there are feveral moraffes and 
fwampy grounds, which, together with the rivulets or ditches of 
ffagnant water left by the inundation of the IN^ile, there is every rea- 
fon to prefume muff be produAive, in the fummer months, of miafma 
of the moff dangerous kind. Notwithffanding my vifit to Rofetta 
was fo early as the month of February, the ffagnant and putrid waters 
were become extremely offenfive in paffmg in a particular diredion 
near the town ; and as the northerly winds are the moff prevalent, 
the miafma muff, fuppofing it to be generated by thefe caufes, be 
readily conveyed' to that place, fo as to expofo its, inhabitants to all 
the effedsof malignant and contagious difeafos. It is probably dn 
this account, among others, that the plague is fuppdfod to'be teore 
,fre<juent at Rofotta than in any other part of Egypt. , Elepharitiafis ‘ 
is dlfo a very common complaint, more particillkrly among the 
womehi,!''';'";:' ,• ^ ' ' '' ' ' ■ - 

On the i^Sth, a iffgnal having been mad;e for that purpofe, by the 
Reis, or maffer 6f a ' Veffel ffatiohed expreffly* at the enfrahce of the 
Nile, and whoie duty‘.it;is'to give^i^otibe thht'the, bbgaaiis-ppehr'the 
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germs laden with corn, and other produaions, quitted Rofetta at an 
early hour in the morning for Alexandria. We were ftlll, however, 

detained ty the want of germs. 

In the mean time we learned that the brother of the Swedilh 
conful at Alexandria had died there a few days before of plague; 
and fufpicions being entertained that the difeafe had been brought 
from Rofetta, the flrideft orders for the enforcement of the quaran- 
tine regulations had been iffued at the former place. 

From the preceding date to the 3d of March the weather was fo 
tempeftuous as to preveht the poffibility of the arrival of veffels at 
Fofetta, or of their departure thence. We were confequently Rill 
waiting in the anxious cxpesRation of the germs which were to con- 
vey us to Alexandria ; and in the mean time our people were difem- 

barked on account of the ftormy weather, and lodged in a houfe in 
the town. 

I rode below the caftle on the -1th, and obferved that the bar was 
ftill covered by a ftrong furf, notwithftanding the wind had fallen, 
and the weather become very pleafant. I was concerned to hear 
that a new cafe of plague had juft been difeovered at Eofctta. The 
perfon who laboured under the attack was a Greek = he had, among 

other fymptoms, thfee peftilential tumors, and died in the evening 

of the^aboyc day. * ^ 

As it was confidently reported on' the 0th, that feveral cafes of 
plague occunred daily, and that the difeafe was faft gaining ground 
at Kofetta, it was a lingular fatisfadion to us to be enabled to pro- 
cure two germs to convey us thence to Alexandria; and in theiva.- 

ing oui: baggage was -put on board. 


s II 2 
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At two xri the morning of the 7th, we embarhed ; and oxir germs 
having dropped down to the bar, waited for the day-light, which 
would enable them to pals it with :fefety. The wind blowing from 
a favourable point, the north- eaffc, and the fea being tranquil, our 
paffage over the bogaz, at fun- rife, was very agreeable, and free from 
every apprehenfion of danger. The bogaz, or bar, is in the Ihape of 
a crefeent ; and is fo formed by the projedion of the land on each 
fide of the river towards the fea. -On the eaftern fliore three beacons 
are eredted to diredl to the entrance of the river the courfe of the 
vefTels bound to Rofetta. Two diftindl pafiages, fituated on the 
oppofite fidesof the land, are difcemible, the one for the entrance of 
vefiels into this particular branch of the Nile, the other for their 
‘ departure. 

At one in the afternoon we landed at the peninfula leading to 
Alexandria, where we were to perform quarantine, agreeably to the 
regulations eftablilhed for vefiels arriving from Rofetta, and from the 
other places where the plague was fufpeded to preyail. The greater 
part of bur people remained in the germs, where they pafTed the 
night in expedlaticm of the tents necefiary for their debarkation. 

We received our tents on the morning of the 8th, when we ert:^ 
camped, with our people, without the walls of the lazaretto, but 
fubjcA, notwithfianding, to the quarantine lavvs. All the indivi- 
dual^ ^longing to the miffion were, as well as th® crews of the 
germS,' .febm :^ihptbms of infedtion. We were fbon after wifited 
by our fri'dnls 'Irbid ^^xandr&, and fijppikd: with whatever cbuld 
render our Rate of cokifiriement' in any degree comfortable. Withiir 
the lazaretto 'were fevdral Btitifo officers from Alexandria, -aiid' federal 
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Turks recently arrived from Conftantinople, who had been ordered 
to perform quarantine in conlequence of their having refided near 
individuals who had funk under attacks of plague. 

On the above day the firft anniverfary of the landing in Egypt was 
celebrated by the Britifli army. 

On the 12 th one of the centinels, a Sepoy, was tried by a court- 
martial, and fentenced to be fliot, for having fuffered two Arab pri- 
foners to make their efcape from quarantine. The court was com- 
pofed of native Indian oificers, belonging to the Sepoy corps, with a 
Bntifli officer, who aSed as judge-advocate. The Arabs who de- 
icrted had been engaged in an attendance on fbme perfons fuffering 
under plague, and confequently expofed to a great and manifeft rilk 
all thofe whom they might encounter in their flight. In the city of 
Alexandria, as well as on board the ffiipping in the- harbour, leveral 
new cafes of plague had occurred, and had been admitted on the 
lazaretto ground. 

Two fatal cafes of plague occurred within the lazaretto on the 
14 th : one of the fubjedls was a feaman, the other a private belong- 
ing to^the Gift regiment. 

Two detachments, one belonging to the 80 th regiment, the.othec 
to Dillon’s regiment, quitted the quarantine on the I 5 th. 

^ On, the 17th feveral veflels bound to Smyrna and ConftantinopIe, 
failed from the harbour of Alexandria; and on thp igth an English 
veflel liove in fight from the weft ward. On the latter day two plague 
patients, belonging t© the regiments of Dillon and De Roile, were 
received in the lazaretto. * , ' 

The detachments cphapolrng tfie Britifti militorj* mipod fiiving 

‘'f f ^ ' Jit 
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been found on examination to be in perfcdl health, we were releafcd 
from our quarantine on the morning of the 20th. I took up my 
quarters with Major Cookfon, of the royal artillery, with whom I 
was to remain until my departure for Con flan tinople. 

The 2lfl: being the anniverfary of the day on which Britifh valour 
overcame the efforts of the French, in the ever memorable battle 
before Alexandria, by which the fate of Egypt was decided, it was 
celebrated with every demonftration of joy by the Britifli army. At 
noon the guns of the forts, and thofe of the fliips in the harbour, were 
difeharged and this was repeated at fun-fet, with the addition of a 
fine difplay of fky-rockets, &c. 

On this occafion the Indian army gave a fumptuous dinner to the 
Britifh commander in chief, and to all the officers, flill in Egypt, 
who were prefent at the above glorious adlion, in a mofque fitted up 
for the purpofe. The perfons who were thus aflembled amounted 
to an hundred and eighty, and were diftributed at eight tables. 

1 paid a vifit to the Capltana Bey, on tire 22d, to requeff a paflage 
to Rhodes, which he was fo obliging as to promife us in a corvette 
about to fail for that deftination. 

On the 23 d I vifited the temple of Diana, the catacombs, and the 
baths of Cleopatra, fituated to the weftward* of Alexandria, at the 
diflance of about two miles. The temple, which is- fubterraneous, 
is cut out of the fblid rock, and in entering it we were under the ne- 
ceffity of having recourfe to candles. The entrance had formerly 
been very frhall- and narrow, and the accefs to the temple .propor- 
tionally difficult ; but in confequence of the numerous vlfits it had 
latterly received?. the opening ^ad been enlarged with confiderable 
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labour. Within the temple there is a fine dome hewn in the rock ; 
it has four gates, one of which ferved for the entrance, while the 
others formed niches for the tombs, or farcophagi. Thefe gates had 
been adorned with fculpture, a part of which ftUI remained. The 
fubftance of the rock is a calcareous ftone. The paffages and cata- 
combs, which continue beyond the temple, afford a prefumption that 
there may be more of thefe temples within. Thefe paffages were 
now, however, in many parts nearly choked up with earth, and with 
the bones of animals : but few human bones were difcoverable. In 
the vicinity of the temple we defcended into a lofty and capacious 
cavern, conjedlurcd to have been anciently the place in which the 
bodies were embalmed. Befides the paffage on the land fide, there 
appears to have been originally an accefs to the temple by water, a 
fmall creek running near to its entrance in front. Such an under- 
taking as the conffruaion of a temple hewn in a rock, and provided 
with a lofty dome, could not have been accomplifhed by the ancients 
without infinite pains and labour. The fculptures over the door, 

among which are a crcfcent, and a rofe in the centre, are very neatly 
executed. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


DEPARTURE FOR CONSTANTINOPLE STORMY WEATHER — OBLIGED TO 

TAKE REFUGE IN THE ISLAND OF CASTEL ROSSO ANCIENT CISTENE 

SOME ACCOUNT OF CASTEL ROSSO — ISLAND OF RHODES DESCRIP- 
TION OF THE TOWN AND ISLAND — ANCIENT HABITATION OP THE 
KNIGHTS — COLOSSUS OF RHODES — ^ANCIENT RHODES — STATE AND CUL- 
TIVATION OP THE ISLAND-— THE ARSENAL — VILLAGES DRESS VEGE- 
TABLE productions — departure FXtOM RHODES — STANCHO TOWN 

AND ISLAND OF STANCHO POPULATION ^AOUEDUCT FOUNTAIN 

GAME-: — COAST OF ANDOLIA — ISLAND OP SAMOS-;-SCALA-NOVA — ^ARRI- 
VAL AT SCIO. 

/^N the 24th of March we embarhed on board a corvette manned 
by Greeks, which did not, however, get under way until the 
morning of the 26th, when flie was warped out oP the harbour of 
Alexandria by three large Turkifli boats. The fort at the point of 
the pehinfula having fif-ed a Ihot to bring us to, the anchor was 
dropped to wait for our clearance. 

On the morning of the 27th we failed out of the harbour with 
the wind at eaft. The weather continuing moderate, and the breezfe 
favourable, we made the ifland of Candia on the 2Qth, diftant from 
US about fifty miles to the weftward. In this fituatioA we bore away 

for Rhodes. ’‘‘V,' '’’''i-'' ='*''■ ' 

. On the Both at hpbh we, had aTtrohg gale from the eaft, which 
'^iniJteafed fb much towards M5ie evening, that we were obliged to 
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take In nearly the whole of our fails. The gale continued during 
the night, and our little veffel laboured fo much, that we felt feme 
appreheniion for our fafety. 

On the morning of the 31 ft, before break of day, our captain 
having difeovered a light ahead, bore away from the land, to wait 
for the day-light, which would enable him to afeertain the courfe he 
was to fteer. He was ignorant of our real fituation, but fuppofed 
the land to be the ifland of Candia, which we had delcried before 
the gale. At day-break we drew in towards the coaft in the hope 
of finding a port; and at length difeovered, through a thick haze, 
the bold and lofty mountains of Candia, covered with fhow, together 
with a town and fmall fort. At fun fet the wind fhifted to the weft- 
ward, and we bore away to the north-eaft. In the night it became 
contrary, accompanied by a rough lea.’ 

Finding it impoffible, on the morning of the ift of April, to clear 
the ifland, we tacked and flood the lame courle as on the preceding 
day, towards the weftern coaft. At noon the wind having Ihifted 
to the weftward, we bore up for the land. In the afternoon we had 
a heavy gal^ from the north-eaft, which carried us conflderably to 
the weftward. 

■ I ■ 

pn the 2d, in the morning, we bore away with a north-weft wind 
to theeaflwar^,- with aview to^^ar thS pdnt of the ifland, 

abreaft of which we Ibund ourftlves at one o’clock P. M. At this 
time the incrcaled in violence, with heavy Ihowers of rain. 

On the 3 d we were drived to tl^e eaftward by a ftrong . 

.Ihe'north-weft^'ithe.^lpieSnf which Vvas*augmente5l 
in the even«ig,''tto£':.the" 

:■ a'T', 
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tiious fury, threateiiing every moment to plunge us in the dreadful 
abyfs. In this peiilous fituation, drifting under our bare poles, W'C 
continued until the following morning at day- break, when the ftorm 
abated gradually, and we bnce more made fail. We fliortly after 
delcried land to the eaftward of us, and having fleered in that di- 
redlion, with a favourable breeze, came to anchor at tw^o in the after- 
noon, in the bay of the ifland of Caftel sRofTo, on the coafl: of Afra 


Minor, to our great fatisfadlion and content, after the repeated and 
violent gales we had had to encounter fince our departure from Alex- 
andria, and the imminent peril to which, we had been expofed by 
thiatx3f the preceding day, ' » 

Almoft immediately after our arrival, I landed at the town of 
Caftel Roffb, the ancient CifEene, fituated at the extremity of the 
bay, on a folid rock, and built in the form of a crefeent. The illand 
coUfifls entirely of rocks, from which the materials have been drawn 
for the conflradion of the houfes. The entrance into the bay is 
fine and romantic. In the centre and mere elevated part of the town 
there is a caflfe, cm which feveral guns are mounted. The ifland 




belonged to the Veaetkirs^ they had built thk caflle, 
.and talceiK-une pains to fortify the rock : the former has, fince that 
time, been tebfe^^ Turks. The inhabitants ate for the greater 

©Q ti^ rflaad, on the' rooky furfkfbe of which a few’^tetod fmall 
cows ..^ct up>:fcanty Miftmce.': .-There is, feoWetOr, 

an 'exce^;i#lb?it;ffi3r,Aippi% anchorage :gw^d„ 

•and 

^ r^ervlwrfei'plaok-sAth^^ at; 'fJbe’fi&s 
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tains. The illand of Caftel Eofib is diftant from Rhodes ahovit 
eighty miles, in an eaftern diredlion. 

On the morning of the 5th the wind fhifted to the eaftward, and 
alForded us a favourable opportunity to proceed to Rhodes, our def- 
tined port ; hut our fails had been fo much fpHt and damaged by the 
violence of the gales, that it required the whole of the day to repair 
them. I landed, and went into the town, the Erects of which arc 
the moft extraordinary that can be imagined, conhfting of marrow 
paffages cut out in the rock, which obliged us to afeend Eep by ftep 
from one. ftone to another, in examining the different parts of the 
town. The inhabitants had a healthy appearance, with very agree- 
able features. Several caicks, and a vefTel from Smyrna, were at 
anchor in the bay. 

We got under way on the dtb, at eight in the morning, with a 
gentle breeze from the eaft, which died away flxortly after, and left 
us becalmed nearly for the whole of the day between the illand and 
the land of Afia Minor, In the evening a wefterly breeze Iprung 
up, and we bore away. On the following morning the win4 blew 
from the northreaft : we deferred Rhodes foon after day-light, diftant 
from thirty to forty miles. W^e had fine weather duckig the. day, 
but from the fcantiaefs of the wind made a flow progielSii, 

On the 8 th tl^e w^nd had changed to. the. north, io as to<obii^ xis 
to make frequent tacks. ’ At half paft Qpe o’clock P, M. -we anchqied 
in the harhour of Rhodes, and inamediately went on fhote to m fik e 
our ceraplitaents. to .the goyernor. He paid us much att»nt^i|iik,ahid 
procured us a houfe for our refidence*dnfWg ^ur ^^4 

The habitation' w^ch ^IQ^ned^ t 0 ‘us in 

■ ' 9 I 2 f 
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the Greek town. We returned, however, on board in the evening, 
to land a part of our baggage. 

On the morning of the gth I vifited the different quarters of the 
town, which is of confiderable extent. The houfes are built of a 
white free-ftone, procured in abundance on the iiland, and are very 
neat. The ftreets, which are kept in the niceft order, are very pret* 
tily paved with marble pebbles brought from the beach, and difpofed 
with great tafte. The inhabitants are a mixture of Turks, Jews, 
and Greeks, the latter of whom are the mofi: numerous. A diflinil: 
quarter being affigned to eacjh, it may be faid that there are in Rhodes 
three towns, which are accordingly thus denonainated after the dif- 
ferent nations. The ifland of RJhodes is eflim^^ted to contain about 
fifteen thoufand inhabitants, the Greeks being in every part more 
numerous than the Turks and Jews. 

, One of the ftreets of the town of Rhodes, called La Rue da Che- 
valiers, contains the houfes which were formerly inhabited by the 
knights, and which are ftill in a tolerable fiate of repair, notwith- 
ftandmg feveral of them were ered;ed at fo early a date as towards 
the clofe of the thirteenth Century. , Much p^ins had been beftowed 
on the. mafonry and other external embellifhments, aniong wliich I 
recognized, on the fronts of feveral of the houfes, the arms with the 
erodes of . Jerufalem and Rhodes, ftill in a very perfea- condition. 

had erected a regular fortification, which, as well as the 
other :#^ks,fhErQundirig the town, i.§ ftrong, extenfivc, and well’built,- 
With a li^e|dhqnr, dhd;„cxpence, indeed, . th^fe fortreffes 
,i)^tinanexcelieh^,.<^k^^^ / ^ 

. the -l^zars, win^ were well fupplied with various coni- 
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modities. The Inhabitants in general have a healthy look, and very 
agreeable features. The Greek and Jewilh women and children are 
pretty, but wear a very unbecoming drefs, with a large bundle of 

handkerchiefs and wrappers on the head, which have a difagreeable 
efFedl. 

The town of Rhodes has two harbours; one for large velTels, the 
other for fmall craft. The former is fquare, and tolerably capacious, 
but open*and expofed to the north-caft and eafterly winds. Tradi- 
tion reports, that the celebrated coloffus Rood acrofs the mouth or 
the great harbour, and that between thelegs of this ftupendous figure 
fhips ufed to fail. The inhabitants ftill dire^ the attention of the 
traveller to the points on which its feet are faid to have refted. 

The little harbou?-, fituated on the north-weft fide of the other, 
and of the town, is more particularly calculated for caicks and other 
fmall, craft, as the entrance to it is by a v^iy narrow channel. The 
arftnal is fituated at the upper end of this harbour. 

ScAteral veffels came into the harbour on the l oth, fuppofed to be 
from Alexandria. The governor having fiipplicd us with mules and 
. muleteers, we rode to the north fide of the illand, and proceeded to 
the fpot which was the fite of ancient Rhodes, diftant from the mo- 
dem town about four or five miles., It.ftood on a very lofty modn- 
taiu, which we had fom« labour '.and difficulty to afcend; and which ' 
required illQre than half an houifa exertioni through w^indinj^paths 
whi(* %;qyef rocks and bu% thickets. The fides of the moun- 
tain^ arq,-cdyea«d' 1%,, firs,,_ and alK-trees, ■ 

thick hru{h*'%6od.^ of.'pijyrtle and maltic trees.;,-, i' 
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foiind the ruins of -walls, and of a fort and other works, with the 
veflige of a building, which appeared to ba-ve been a monaftery. In 
each of the angles of the domes, or vaulted roofs, of the apartments, 

, the croffes of Jerufalem and Rhodes were Rill difcernible. 

From the mountain we had a fine view of the furrounding coun- 
try, which is pleafingly diverfified, confining partly of high rocky 
grounds, the rugged furface of which contrafts with the beautiful 
and extenfive Tallies beneath. The elevated and rocky ferritory is 
in fbrae parts covered by a fbft calcareous ftone, while in others it is 
of a fandy texture, with aggregations of round marble pebbles, fimi- 
lar.to thofe found on the fea-fhore. TRefe pebbles are not only em- 
ployed for the pavement of the firreets,' but alfo of the court- yards 
and floors of the houfes, where they are difpofed with great taftc, 
and have a very pleating efFed. 

*rhe vallies are cultivated with great care, and yield abundant 
crops of wheat and^barley, with a fmaU proportion of oats. The 
vineyards .are enefefed by ftone walls r and round thefe encloihres 
there are Tatgh plantations of fig and olive-trees. In the ’ iiliages 
iyhich are mti^il^erf^d,,The*hdjifhs are InKlt'bf white floine; they are 
fmall, but very neat; To feridef the -'feehe mote pidlurefque, 
large oaks, firs, and afli- trees, are planted' on the fidds of the moun- 
tains, and in' the fpots the leafi: fijfceptlble of cultivation. Every 
part 0^ the ifland is fupplicd with excellent water, eollefled from 
the'fj^rings tvhich the rains have formed in- their defeentfrom the 
mouhtata&s parts. The high lands are TOvered -with a variety of 
fragrant herbs, wfrich yield a deKghtfiil perfiimef and contaw enclp- 
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fures for the culture of the different fruits, which, as well as the 
vegetables, are of kinds fimilar to thofe I have already noticed in 
fpeaking of Egypt and Syria. 

In paffing through one of the Greek villages, we entered the 
church, which, among other very pretty decorations, contained fe- 
vefal fubjedls and figures fculptured in wood with much neatnefs 
and ability. 

The ifland abounds with hares, woodcocks, partridges, fnipes, and 
wild ducks. The breed of horfes is fmall and infignificant, the mules 
and affes being employed as beafts of burden. The cows are frfiall ; 
but the breeds of llreep, goats, and pigs, are the fame as in Turkey. 

The bread is of an excellent quality ; and the wine, the produce 
of the vineyards, tolerably good, and very cheap. From the dried 
figs the inhabitants diflil the fpirit c&lled rackay, with the addition 
ufonife feeds,, and the peels of lemons and otaiiges, to give it a rich 
flavour. This liquor, with the aid of a firup made limply from fugar, 
is denominated by the Italians rdfolto. 

Rhodes may on the whole be confideted as a very falubrioUs, fruit- 
ful, and agreeable ifland, the leafbns being never in the extremes, 
and the Weather almofl: invariably moderate. We had been fo long 
■aojuftomed to the mud huts, and to the barren and Tandy deferts of 
Egypt, where, with the exception of the charming plains of the 
Ddlta, there was lb little to gratify the view, that our prfclent refl- 
dfetice appeated te» us almofl: a paradtfe. , : ' 

It wa® lio.w fix years fince the ifland had been Wited by the.pl^tte, 
which, at,! .that') 'timey however, had made'adreadfol.ht3^iV'.;^3[^b 
inhabitaaots 'i.'t^GsfibiJhliyioRpofed,' 's^uriog 
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to the attacks of intermittent fevers, which appear to me to have 
their fource in, the miafina thrown ofF by a finall fpot of marlliy 
ground, and a piece of ftagnant water, on the north fide, and almoft 
contiguous to the town. The climate, however, is in general very 
healthy; and there are among them many inftances of longevity. 

In the arfenal of^ Rhodes vefTels are conftrudted of fir, which is 
either the grow'th of the illand, or brought from Caramania. Hav- 
ing had the affiftance of feveral Britifh and Swedilh fhip-builders of 
eminence, the workmen, who are exclufively Greeks, are become 
tolerably expert in their employment. The inhabitants of Rhodes 
pay but little attention to fifhing ; and the fifli we procured there 
was but of an indifferent quality. 

Several caicks failed out of the harbour of Rhodes on the 12th, 
fuppofed to be bound for Marmarice. The Turkifh inhabitants 
were preparing to celebrate the Birarn Courbam, which was to com- 
mence on the following day. 

I made an excurfion to feveral of the villages adjacent to the town 
of Rhodes, one of which, inhahited by Tiirks, called Ezgburah, is 
very- delightfully ' h|i^ate4.;'iiij;thfe'',^dR of o^,- iafli^ .pl^e, ^a'lid/oHye- 

trees, fo thickly plroted,:!that^^pjf^s;tdbe, in''the/c|ept^^^ 

In its vicinity are two bther villages; hne oF^hich^ ha^ 
nbh, is inhabited exclufively by Greeks; and the other, Caudeley, by 
Jewfc t The former have a Rill more confiderable village, called 
Treahdah^ fituated nearer to the town, on the weftern fhore. In the 
environs ef thefe villages much com is produced; and they are be- 
:fides rendered, vhiy agreeable; as well by the vineyards which are in- 
ter^erfed, as% thecae ^raiige groves bel6np?ng to many of the 
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inliabitants of the town, who retire to the villages during the warmer 

months, and alfo at thofe times when the plague happens to be pre- 
valent. 

The Biram Courbam, which commenced on the ] 3th, was an- 
nounced at Rhodes by difcharges from the guns of the fort. We 
paid a vifit to the gQvernor, whofe ufage it is on this particular day 
to receive the compliments’, of all the inhabitants of a certain rank 
and defcription, who of courfe difplay all their finery, as is alfo the 
cufiom with the inferior clafles during this feftival. 


The inhabitants m general appear to live in great cafe. The drefs 
of the lower clafs of Greeks, as well in the town as in the villages, 
confifts of a cotton garment, which has a very neat appearance. This 
drefs is not, however, to he feen in^'the villages unlefs on Sundays 
and bn days of feftivity: on the working days a brown jacket is 
worn, With untanned boots. The Greek women of this clafs alfo 
wear a cotton drefs; but thofe of the town diRinguifh themfelves 
from the female villagers by the addition of a red veil and petticoat. 
The head-drefs, confifting of coloured handkerchiefs as before de- 


feribed, is extremely unbecoming. On the veR three large rofes of 
plated metal are worn, placed one above the other., ,Th^ Greeks, of 
the fbpenor qlafies, •wfhether' jij^cs nearly'iin 

thft,|^e way as thoft in capital. 

,|'_r^de bn ^fhe^^l4th to The viHajge;.of Ttea'ndah;' and obferved th©^ 
.inhabitants^ b‘ufi^1n'preparih^^the:isnd for .the cbtton,, which 

'd_u^jbna I' If I 
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chokes, cabbages, and cauliflowers, all good in their kinds. In 
general the cultivated grounds are very rich. ^ / 

On the 17th, we made an engagement with the Reis, or captain, 
of a caick, to convey us to Conllantinople, which he would not con- 
tent to do for a lefs fum than eight hundred and fifty piaftres (more 
than fixty pounds Englifli), We bound him down, however, . to 
touch at the different iflands of the Archipelago which we were de- 
llrous to vifit. 

At eleven in the morning of the 19th we embarked with our bag- 
gage on board the caick, and immediately failed for Stanco, but with 
fo mconfiderable a breeze, that the crew were obliged to have re- 
courfe to the, large oars, or fweeps, with which thefe vefibls are con- 
ftantly provided, and which are extremely ufeful in navigating among 
the iflands. W^e made fo little w'ay, in fpite of every exertion, 
that it was night before we pafled Cape Crio. At day-break we 
were diftant from Stanco about fifteen miles. 

During the morning of the 30 th, the weather flill continuing 
calm, our people were again obliged to have recourle to their fweeps ; 
but at riooit the wihd frefhehedi, and enabIM us to reach Stanco, in 
the harbour of which we anchored at half pali two o'clock. We 
landed, and after having paid our refpeas to t^e governor, took up 
bur abode in the houfe of one of the Greek inhabitants. Jn the 
evening the wind blew fo fcong fronj the eaft-north-eafl, that our 
Reis wfe u’nder fome apprehenfion for , the fafety of his veflel, and 
carried ouf M^^or^ for her feuiity, the gale threatening to drive 
her on the flibrte; Whibh vros to' leeward. The wind was favourable 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


435 


to the profecution of our voyage ; and the Reis manlfefted fo much 
impatience to leave Stance, that we promifed to embark very fpeedily. 

The town of Stance is defended by a caftle, and by an old fortifi- 
cation. The ftreets are narrow ; but the houfes, which are built of 
ftone, and plaiftered, y^ith flat roofs, or terraces, are neat in their ap- 
pearance. The bazars are well fupplied with fruits and vegetables. 
The ifland produces -an abundance of lemons, from which the inhabi- 
tants were at this time bufied in fqueezing the juice, to put it into 
barrels deftmed for the markets of Conftantinople and RufiTia. For 
this traffic a veffel was waiting in the harbour. The wine made in 
this ifland is of an inferior quality. Stance is the Cos of the an- 
cients ; and on this account we purchafed the feeds of the lettuce 
which, bears that name, fo defervedly efteemed throughout Europe. 

The population of the ifland of Stance is eflimated at about four 
thoufand fouls, of whom one half are Turks, and the other half may 
be confidered as confifling of an equal number of Greeks and Jews. 
To each of thefe nations a diflind quarter is affigned in the town. 
The governor having procured us mules, we rode into the inferior 
of the ifland, attended by a guide, and accompanied by three of the 
inhabitants, among* whom was the Greek at whofe houfe we refided. 
The town and environs of Stanco are fupplied with water by an 
aquedud, which has its fource oh the fummit of an adjacent moun- 
tain, to which we rode. It is called Vohreeney, and is diftent from 
the town about five miles. , In afeending the mountain, we had tq 
follow our guide by fcveral rugged tad winding paths, yy|ifih at 
length cohduaied.us. td 'The' ^ fourep. *6i&r the ' fprin.g:ii||i|jig 
ereded ; and u, hirroW;i''paffa'ge>‘ ^flearly an 
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conftruded in mafonry, leads to the rock. We paffed through this- 
palTage with the help of lights, and came to a circular elevated cham- 
ber, having a vaulted roof, beneath which we perceived the hole in 
the rock whence the water ilTues incelTantly in a copious ftream. It 
enters the aqucdud by a narrow channel, and is thus conducted, 
round the interpofmg mountains, to Stance, leaving on its way a 
portion of its fupplics, colledled in open relervoirs, for the ule of men 
and caitlc. 

On our return w,e took a. different route, and paffed through feve- 
ral villages lying to the well of Stance, the environs of which were 
principally occupied by fields ofi bearded wheat and barley, which 
were in ear, and had a very promifing appearance. We met allb 
with fcveral vineyards, and gardens of lemon-trees, which bore an 
immenfity of fruit. The fig, almond, pomegranate, and mulberry- 
trees were cultivated in ftone enclofiires, which gave to the face of the 
country a neat and compaff appearance. From the fiimraits of the 
mountainsjover vvhich we rode, we had a diftind view^of the fuburbs 

‘ of Sfaiiicp^Jitnatet^pn a fine,;and eates^^ye- plfiiij lying in a dire<9:ion 
eaffnnd country towards 

the fearlhore. ' ;,Oa, tlie :fides.''of, ..oypreft, 

and olive/trees are Scattered ; but the country ip gehl^pli; Whatever 
rnpy^ in fertility, is not fo abundant in trees and other vegetable 
pr^ 3 p^^k^,, ]Rh^^ The partridges natural tn fcheifland arcs very 
large,- and the other 

"epaff Wp; faW 

’ foT^al braces , of cOnhderabfe 
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game. Witli refped to its rifing population, the children of the 
peafants are numerous, well nouriflied, robuft, and of agreeable fea- 
tures, indicating, in their general appearance, the comparately eafy 
circumftances of thofe to whom they belong. The iiland was, at 
the time of our \ifit, in a very healthy ftate, not having been vilited 
by the plague during the laft five years. 

Early in the morning of the 23 d the Reis of our caick paid us a 
vifit to announce to us the favourable Rate of the weather for the 
profecution of oUr voyage. We embarked in confequence, with our 
baggage, at eleven o clock A. M. and failed out of the harbour of 
Stanco. The wind blowing a pretty ftrong gale from the north- 
weft, we' were, notwithftanding the flattering profipeft which the 
Reis had held out to us, obliged to beat up againft it with great 
perfeverance until four in the aftemobn, when we anchored in a bay. 
on the coaft of Anadolia, diftant from the town of Stanco from fifteen- 
to eighteen- miles to the north-eaft. We landed at the village of 
Chatalcar, fituated in the bay, the land in the ehvirons of which was 
laid out in com fields, interiperfed with fig,, almond, and other trees. 
The oxert employed in the fields for ploughing are of a very handf 
ftime brted, but not large. . j . ■ 

On the morning of the 24th,, the wind Haying changed ’td the' 
nortR-caft, we failed'; ktp its:',. bTldck'jfkd, 'were dh 'figh^'tWo hours 
after, df,the,iflandof Patmds;^^ m with'Calamo, Lero, and 

feveral other :;Uall iflands. At half p^. 'four in. the afterndoh we 
anchored'^ij^A",/^'^! bay' .on; the ' coaft ;of-Ana^lia, near 
called' by the inhabi^d'.;Jby f^eeks, i'' 

becprhe^more^'fkypp^Miat'el^eAW^^ 
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ftretch over from Calamo to the coaft of Anadolia, which being ,con- 
ftantly infefted by pirates, of whom our Ueis entertained great appre- 
hpnfions, the arms on board the caick, confifting of mufkets, plftols, 
and fabres, were put in readinefs, and the one half of the crew Ra- 
tioned to keep watch during the night. The bay in which we were 
anchored is diftant from fifteen to twenty miles from the entrance of 
the little bogaz of Samos, leading into the paflage of Scalanoya. At 
nine P. M. the wind fhifted to the fouth-eafi: ; and the fears of our 
Reis relative to the pirates being -augmented, he was induced to 

make an attempt to get out of the bay, for which purppfe the cre\y 

# / 

had recourfe to the fweeps. 

On the morning of the 25th it blew a frelh gale from the north, 
with heavy clouds, and a thick haze of the atmolphere. At eight 
o’clock we were oppofite to a town which we conjecffured to be 
Cora, in the ifland of Samos. We entered the bogaz at half paft 
nine ; but in confequence of the wind failing us, our crew had again 
recourfe to the fweeps.. At two o’clock P. M. we anchored in a bay 
.on the north-eafl: fide of the ifland of Samos, having in its front a 
fmall ifland, or rather a rock, called the rock of Prafonifi. We found 
in the bay a caick bound from Rhodes to Scio. We were j^ld that 
there was a town within two leagues of us ; but were prevented 
from landing by the rains which fell during the greater part of the 
day. On the fides of the mountains, and in the adjacent Tallies, wc 
obferved ievcr^ fine vineyards. 

We were prevented from failing on the 20th by a gale from tbp 
north-eafl:, which' was fo wiolent, that, not withftanding. this was a. 

o^r deflination, our Reis was finwilling to put 
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to fca. As it rained at; the time, we landed between the fhowers, 
and made an cxcurfion to the neighbouring mountains. We pafTed 
through feveral vallies, the foil of which was rich and of a reddifh 
colour, and the cultivation not negleded. ‘The 'mountains arc 
compofed of rocks, of blue and white marble, blended with a ftone 
called the fatin ftone : in the parts fulceptible of cultivation, they are 
planted with olive-trees, firs, the maftic, the arbutus, arid other trees 
and fhrubs. We did not meet with any dwellings; but pafied two 
or three fmall caves, which appeared to be deftihed to receive the. 
grapes when ripe : for the purpofe of containing the juice, after it 
has been expreffed from the fruit, we faw in each of thefe caves a 
fmali ciitcrn. From the fprings which iffued, from the rocks wc 
procured excellent water. 

At five in the morning of the 27th we got under way, but were 
loon after becalmed. At feven o’clock we had a gentle breeze from 
the weliward ; and bore away as loon as we had weathered the 
north-eafi: point of the ifland, Scalanova being diflant from us about 
fifteen or twenty miles to the eafl:. W^e were becalmed for feveral 
hours; and at half paft tw'o o’clock P. M. were under the necellity 
of entefing a fine bay on the north fide of the illand, where we came 
to anchor. We landed, and walked to the vineyards, which weire 
in a very flourifiiittg ftate. Among the fhrubs which grew at the 
fides of the mouhtairis, . we noticed the juniper, the berries on which 
were uncommonly large. Three of our crew were fent to a neigh- 
bouring tpwn, balled by the Turks Vati, diflant from the bay %bdut 
a league and d h’alfi' td procure bread, and thie otheif articlesiipf l^hibh 
we flood in"nbed’. ' We had^diirfelv^ mad® td Jand 
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on the following morning ; but our Reis dif^ppointed us by getting 
under way before day-light. His fudden departure was occalioned 
by the dread he Rill entertained of the pirates, who are fald con- 
ftandy to lurk in the vicinity of this ifland. The northern fide, which 

wc were now coalHng, is principally laid out in vineyards : the land 
is lofty and irregular. 

By the help of occafional light winds from the north-weft, we 
crofted the gulf of Scalanova at ten o’clock A. M; ■ The calms which 
prevailed at iritervals rendered the fea Vo fmooth, that its furface had 
the appearance of being covered with oil. In crofting the gulf, our 
men were obliged to labour very hard at the fweeps. A little after 
fun-fet we anchored on the coaft of Anadolia. 

We failed at midnight; and at feven in the morning of the 20th 
paffed by Cickey Bourun, having the ifland kscio ahead of us, dif- 
tant about twenty-five miles. The wind was fo ftanty, with occa- 
fional calms, that, in fpite of every exertion made by the crew of our 
veffel, we did mot reach Scio until half paft one oVthe morning of the 

30th-: At feven. o'clock wc landed at the town of Scio, which is 
called by the Turks Circas. ' ' ^ ' 
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CHAPTER XX, 


APPEAKANCE AND DEESS OP THE GREEK WOMEN OF THE ISLAND OP SCIO 
LIGHT HOUSES — GREEK CONVENT AT NEHAHMONEE CURIOUS DE- 
CORATIONS SOIL AND CULTIVATION OP THE ISLAND SCHOOL OP HO- 
MER GUM MASTIC DEL CAMPO POPULATION —— TOWN OP SCIO— — 

STREETS MARKETS WINES— PORT OP SCIO— —PASSAGE TO SMYRNA—— 
POPULATION OP THE TOWN OP SCIO— CHURCHES— GENERAL HOSPITALS 

HOSPITAL FOR LEPERS SOME ACCOUNT OP THIS DISEASE — GENERAL 

DISEASES — MEDICINAL SPRING — DEPARTURE PROM SCIO MITYLENE 

LESBOS — TOWN OF CASTRO — MARKETS TAVERNS — OIL — POPULATION 

FRUIT — ISLAND OF TENEDOS TOWN AND FORTS. — COMMODITIES 

ISLE OP RABBITS — BANKS OP THE SCAMANDER — PLAIN OP TROY TOMB 

OP PATROCLUS—COMBCALLY—SHENNACALLY— ARRIVAL AT CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE. 

foon as we were landed at ScIo we paid our refpeas to the 
Turkifli commandant, and to the Britifti conful. Signor Gio- 
vanni Giuduchi, who was fo obliging as to procure us an excellent 
houfe belonging to the Francifcan convent, which had been feledcd 
for the rcfidence of Lord Elgin, his Lordfliip being fliortlj expedcd 
at this illand for the recovery of his health. Having landed our bag- 
gage, we took poffeffion of our new habitation, and afterwards walked 
in the town. We were not a little ftruck with the novelty of the 
drefs ofthe Greek women, who had put oh their gayeft attire, 
being the feftival pf the blefled Virgin. On this account the Aieiter* 
part of the bazars Were £hut. ' 

. . ,3 1 .' ' 
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The drefs to which I have alluded is fo extremely fmgular, that I 
am perluaded the reader will not be dilpleafed at my attempting to 
defcribe it at fome length. The head-drefs is fomewhat agreeable, 
and confifts of a fkull-cap, embroidered in gold, having a coloured 
wrought handkerchief paired round it, which leaves the embroidery 
in the centre of the cap uncovered. In fome inftances the head is 
fimply covered by a white handkerchief ; and the hair is occafionally 
cut fhort, while by others of thefe females it is left flowing in ring- 
lets down the back. They wear a kind of fhort fpencer of green 
filk or fatin, the inflde of the fleeves being fluffed with cotton, to 
give to the arms an appearance of plumpnefs. The gold embroidered 
cufis, which reach nearly to the .elbows, are turned back. Over this 
fpencer they have a wide outer veft, paffed round the body, and 
reaching to the knees only, which is plaited in fuch a way as to 
make the wearer appear of an enormous flze, and as if clad in a wide 
but fhort hoop;. This outer garment is either of green, or of pink 
fatin, or filk but the former of thefe colours is the moft prevalent. 
A fhort apron of filk or of fatin, which is fometimes embroidered, 
and fometimes made of flowered cottons of different colours, reaches 
from the bofbm to the knees. The white cotton petticoat is worn 
lb fhort, that the red embroidered garters are feen intentionally 
hanging beneath it : the ftockings are white, as are alfo the flippers, 
or fhoes, which are worn down at the heel, but fancifully decorated 
with coloured filk ribbons, and other wife very elegantly ornamented. 
Some of tlxedp .females difplay the upper part of the bofbm, which is 
covered by others- with a handkerchief. They are in general very 
fan, have agreeable features,, and a fine and ftriking phyfipgnomj. 
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In this iiland, indeed, the complexion both of the Greek and Turkifh 
women is good ; but the former, not content with that which na- 
ture has liberally bellowed on them, endeavour to embellilh. it by 
having recourfe to art. I allude here to the Greek women who in- 
habit the town of Scio : they go always unveiled, and when they 
put on their gay garments, are highly rouged, or painted. 

When a Turk efpoufes one of thefe females, the children whom 
Ihe bears to him are educated in the Mahomedan faith, while 
the mother is- permitted to continue in the pradlice of her own re- 
ligion. 

Two light-houfes are eredled at Scio to diredl the courfe of the 
veflels failing into the harbour, in’ which feveral caicks and other 
velTels were lying at anchor at the time of our arrival. As foon as 
we had dined, the conful condudled us to a fpot near* the lea-lhore, 
where a confiderable number of Greeks of each lex were aflembled 
to celebrate the feftival to which I have already alluded, and to dif- 
play their fine drelles, which is every where one of the predominant 
paffions of that nation. It was truly a gay and lively feene, which 
might have vied with that of our Kenfington Gardens, or of the Park 
of St. James, in the feafon favourable to promenades. Several hun», 
dreds of females, in the drefs I have deferibed, were alTenibled; and 
throughout the company there was a general air of neatnels, com- 
bined with great decorum of condudl. Several circular dances were 
formed according to the ufage of the Greeks. 

On the ,lft of IVEay, having procured mules, we made a mOri^^^s 
excurfion ihto the mfeeiripr of the ifland, ito vifit thp Gre^ 

' , ^ , '' I ' , , 11 ' •** ' i 'i I;' ‘ f'',* 

al"Nehahmbhefe,; diflant ''from *the; town miM* 
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The road over which we had to pals was rocky, and in every refpedl 
fo bad, that our mules employed a ipace of two hours and a half to 
reach the convent. On our arrival we entered the chapel, which is 
beautifully ornamented with mofaic work, formed of fine fpecimens 
of the different marbles colledled in the ifland. Thefe marbles arc 
dilpofed with great tafte, more efpecially in the dome of the chapel, 
where they are blended with pieces of coloured glafs, and of gilt 
Hone, retained by a kind of cement, fo as to reprefent a variety of 
fcriptural fubjedls and figures. Each of the bits of glafs, or portions 
of ftone, does not exceed, in its fquare, the fourth part of an inch j 
and the whole muft have been wrought with immenfe labour. 

Within the walls of the convent, which was founded by Conftan- 
tine the Great, there is a fine ciRern, or refervoir, of excellent water, 
colledled partly by the rains, and partly from a ipring fituated at its 
inferior part. Its dimenfions are fifty feet by thirty ; and the roof, 
which forms a^ kind of terrace to intercept the rains in their defcent, 
is fupported by two rows of columns. 

On our quitting the convent, we afcended the mountains in its 
vicinity, which are extremely lofty, and have their rocky Jfurfaces 
covered with firs. The vallies, which are laid out in corn-fields and 
vineyards, have a poor and fteril foil, which is only rendered in any 
degree produdlive by great labour and perleverance. Fig, olive, 
pomegranate, almond, and mulberry-trees are interfperfed, the latter 
being deftiiied for the nourifhment of the breed of filk worms, which 
are a great fource of revehu^ to the inhabitants, a confiderable ma- 
nufodlory of fil^s being carried on at Scio, as well for home con- 
as for exportation. -A great part of the illand isfoill in an 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


445 

uncultivated ftate, owing to the rocks which are every where inter- 
pofed, and the general bad condition of the foil. To fupply, there- 
fore, the wants of a very confiderable population, amounting from 
forty to fifty thoufand fouls, whofe confumption far exceeds the pro- 
duce which the land is, by every induflrious exertion, made to afFord, 
the inhabitants are under the neceffity of importing both corn and 
cattle from Anadolia, and from the other ac^acent countries. 

Having returned to the convent to take leave, we partook of the 
refrefhments which were offered to us by the holy fathers, and de- 
parted for Scio. The convent of Nahahmonee beflows lodging and 
entertainment during three days on all who, on their travels, follcit 
that indulgence, without any inquiry being made relative to the re- 
ligion they profefs. We were told that three hundred perfons refide 
within this fanftuary, which is fo extenfive that it appears like a 
fmall village. Of this number forty arc priefts who perform mafs, 
and adminlfter to the other duties of their facrcd calling ; while the 
caloyers, or lay brothers, who are the mofi: numerous, cultivate the 
lands affigned to them by the convent, and are furnilhed with a 
lodging, together with a daily allowance of provlfions and wine. On 
the demife of thefe lay brothers the lands revert to the convent, 
which befide takes pofTeflSon of all the property they leave behind. 
They are allowed to marry ; but in this cafe cannot become priefts, 
fhould they even be without iffue, although the priefts themfelves 
arfe not ftridly bound to the obfervance of celibacy. When the lat- 
ter marry, they wear a white fillet round the rim of the black cap 

which forms a part of their Goftume. . , r i i ' 

In our return hpmevvards we pafted near the valley ltt‘ which is 
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fituated the liofpital appropriated for the leprous fubjedls of all the 
iflarids of the- Archipelago. As we purpofed, however, to vifit it at 
a more convenient opportunity, it will be defcribed in another place. 
It was fix in the evening before we reached our habitation at Scio. 

We vifited on the 2d the houfes of feveral of the principal Greek 
inhabitants of Scio. They are capacious, lofty, well built, and hand- 
Ibmely finilhed withinfide, after the Chinefe fafliion. The materials 
employed for their conftrudtion confift of marble, and of two diffe- 
rent kinds of ftone, one of which is colledled on the ifland, and the 
other brought from Efca ’Stamboul, near the fite of Troy. The lat- 
ter is fold at an extravagant price ; and as labour is rated very high 
at Scio, thefe edifices mufi: have been built at a very confiderablc 
expence. 

We proceeded afterwards to the fpot where the celebrated poet 
Homer is faid to have kept his fchool. W'hatever difagreements 
there may be among hifiofians relative to the birth-place of this 
extraordinary man, it leems to be generally allowed that he had 
chofen Scio as his refidencc at the time he followed the avocation of 
a fchool- toafter. Our road, to the north of the town, was along the 
Ica-fliorc ; .and after a walk of nearly two hours and a half, our guide 
conduded us to a rock, at a little diftance from the fea, which, as 
we were told it contained the claffic objea: of our vifit, we afceilded 
with a fetisfadlion bordering on enthufiafm. In the centre of the 
rock a kind of table is hewn out, behind which it is conjedured the 
orator w^s pofted ; and around it we perceived the remaihs of the 
feats, likewife l^ewn out of the rook, where the fcholars are llippoled 
to have been feated. Having procured feveral final! fragmonts of 
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the mutilated table, and of other parts of the rock, as memorials of 
our vifit, we retired to a groupe of fine trees in the vicinity, to re- 
pofe from our fatigues, and fhelter ourfelves from the fcorching heat, 
beneath their fliade. Near to this clufter of trees there is a fountain 
of cool and delicious water. It is one of the favourite retreats of the 
Turks and other inhabitants of the ifland during the warmer months. 
Several neat villages are interfperfed on the fides of the mountains, 
furrounded by well cultivated enclofures of corn, vines, lentils, and 
other vegetable produdions. 

We walked in the evening to the public promenade of Scio, filled 
with the better fort of inhabitants of both fexes, all in their gay and 
holiday attire. Several of the ladies wore on the head bunches of 
flpwers, as if dreffed for an affembly. It may not be improper to 
notice here, that inftead of the outer veil of filkj or fatin, defcribcd 
above, the females of an inferior clafi wear a veft of green cloth of 
the fame hideous and difagreeable fafhion. 

On the morning of the 3d we rode to Calligmahfeah, one of the 
twenty-four villages in the ifland of Scio, where the lentifk-tree is 
cultivated, from which the gum maftic is colleded, to be fent to 
Conftantinople for the ufe of the Seraglio. It being the property of 
the Grand Seignor, perfons are fent to the ifland to colled it ; twenty- 
one thoufand and twenty-five okes, or meafures, of this gum being 
forwarded annually to the above deflination. The remainder is dif- 
pofed of futreptitioufly when a favourable opportunity prefents it- 
felf ; but tilts trafljc is attended by a confiderable rifk. The EogHlh. 
conful related an daflance of having himfelf puichafed a, of 

the. gum, which 'tie^af^crwArds^^ifpofed of atiQonft^tw but a 

I )ti I ' / , , , , ^ if li ' ' A' ' ,'* * ' *• 
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difcovery having been made, he was fubjedled to the very heavy fine 
of eight thoufand piaftres, and otherwife maltreated. The gum 
maflic is chewed by the females in Turkey to fweeten the breath. 

With refpedl to the tree itfelf, the botanical name of which is 
the dendron feinos, it grows to the height of from four to fix, and 
even eight feet. When vievyed at a diHance, it is not unlike our 
common holly ; but its leaves are of a paler green, refembling, in 
fome degree, thofe of the broad-leafed myrtle, but more obtufe. The 
gum is colledled, for the firfl: time in the fealbn, about the month of 
July, when it is of the beft quality ; and the operation, which is -re- 
peated two or three times in the courle of the year, confifts in mak- 
ing incifions in the trunk of the tree, from which the juice gradually 
exudes, and hardens into the confiftence of a gum. The lentilk-tree 
is not tapped until it has attained a growth of five years : thofe we 
faw, we were informed by the inhabitants of the village, were con- 
fiderably older. The population of this village, the houfes of which 
are, as well as the old caftle in its centre, in a very ruinous condition, 
may be eftimated at'about three hundred individuals, all Greeks, and 
of a healthy arid cheerful appearance. The women and children 
employ themfelves in fpinning cotton, which is lent to the town of 
Scio to be employed in a manufadory of white cotton dockings, very 
durable, and in other refpeds of an excellent quality. 

. ,Our excu^on led us through a very agreeable and fertile part of 
the ifland, called Del Campo, which is fb well peopled that we met 
with a continuatiop of dwellings from the town of Scio to the above 
village of Calligmahfeah, an extent of nearly feven miles. Within 
thisJine of territory thete arc a confiderable* number of large, hand- 
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fbme, and fubftantial Rone edifices, with terraces at the top, the 
fummer refidences of the wealthy Greeks and Turks. Each of thefe 
houfes is provided with a garden enclofcd by high Rone walls, which 
produces the choiceR fruits of the growth of the ifland, and is cm- 
bellifhed by rows of fine cyprefs-trees. In paffing through the ave- 
nues leading to thefe gardens, the traveller is delighted by the grate- 
ful odours which are conRantly exhaled to perfume the Rtrrounding 
atmofphere. 

In the courfe of our ride we faw an abundance of the terebintha 
trees, from which the turpentine is colleded by a proceR fimilar to 
that employed in. procuring the gum maflic. Except that the bark 
of the trunk is more rough and irregular, this tree has fo great a re- 
femblance to the aRi, that I was induced, on refle<£tion, to think my- 
felf deceived when I fuppofed the latter tree to grow on the iflands 
we had precedently vifited. We palTed feveral fpots of ground 
abounding in fullers earth and potters clay ; and were led, by every 
thing we had obfejved, to confidcr a great portion of the ifland of 
Scio as abounding in ufeful and valuable produdlions. It is certainly 
over peopled in proportion to its extent, and to the refources of its 
foil ; but this circumRance operating as a powerful Rimtilus to in- 
duRry , the lands fiifceptible of improvement are cultivated With the 
utmoR labour and perfeverance. ‘ it is fMsobable that the freedom the 
inhabitant# enjoy induces them to prefer Seio to the other iflands. 
Its population has been overrated by thofe who have computed it at 
upwards of feventy thoufand fouls : from the moR accurate infor- 
mation I could collet, 'it do^ not' exceed fifty 
the great ' 

land Catholics, and a few Jews. • . 
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The town of Scio is of a moderate extent, and contains feveral 
fine ftone edifices, built by the Genoefe at the time they were in pof- 
feffion of the ifland. _They alfo conftrudled a fortrefs, which is at 
prefent in a ruinous condition. The houfes of the principal inha- 
bitants are as elegant in their ftrudlure and external decorations as 
they are handfbmely furnilhed within. The ifland fupplies a va- 
riety ot variegated marbles of different colours, which are wrought 
into columns, pavements of floors, door jambs, lintels, &c. The 
Genoefe houfes are tiled, with a Hoping roof ; but thofe of a more 
modern conftrudion are furmounted by flat terraces. The ftreets 
in general are narrow, paved, have a railed footway, and are kept 
tolerably clean, confidering that Scio is within the limits of the 
Turkifli dominions. The bazars are well fupplied ; but the articles 
they contain are fold at rather an exorbitant price. Scio carries on 
an extenfive trade with Leghorn and feveral other ports of the Me- 
diterranean. Its manufa<flures confifl; of filk and fatin fluffs, plain 
and flriped cottons and dimities, and variops articles of' embroidery. 
The cotton flockings and night-caps manufadured there are held in 
a very general eflimation,' 

Large quantities of olive oil, of the purefl und moft delicious qua- 
lity, are annually exported to Venice, which is alfo the mart for the 
turpentine colledcd in the ifland. The export of wine, of the growth 
of Scio, to Cdnflantinople and other parts of Turkey, is but incon- 
siderable, the Greek inhabitants, who are paffionately fond of it, con- 
fummg by far the greater proportion of the produce of the vintage. 
We procured a^^quantity of good red wine of the preceding vintage 
at ten and twefve paras the oke j but the old wine is flill dearer. 
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Adjacent to the town of Scio there are a confiderable number of 
cxtenfive eiiclofed gardens, filled with every defcription of the fruits 
the ifland produces, and with aromatic plants and Ihrubs, the fra- 
grant odours exhaled from which impregnate the air to the diftance 
of feveral miles at fea, when the wind blows off the land. We were 
very fenfible of this when approaching the ifland. 

The port of Scio is very unfafe when the wind blows from the 
eaft and eaft-fouth-eaft : it is likewife open to the north winds, which 
are, however, lefs dangerous than the levanters, or eafterly winds. It 
is, however, a convenient harbour for caicks and light veffels of every 
defcription. ^ The paffage to Smyrna, by the route of Chifme, oppo- 
fite to Scio, is very Iliort, being within the compafs of a day’s journey 
by land, Paffengers crofs over from Scio to Chifme in caicks, which 
are conftantly employed for that purpofe, as well as for the convey- 
ance of merchandize. The journey from Chifme is made by land 
on mules, and it requires about twelve hours to reach Smyrna, by a 
T-eiy rocky and mountainous road. The whole of the expence to a 
perfon who undertakes this route from Scio to Smyrna does not ex- 
ceed five piaftres, or feven fhillings and fixpence Englilh. We felt 

great regret at being prevented by circumftances from vifiting the 
latter city. 

The population of the town of Scio is eftlmated at about twenty- 
thoufand fouls, that is, nearly, if not entirely, the half of the 
complete population of the iiland. Of this population about twenty- 
two thoufand individuals are Greeks, with two thoufand Tnrks, and 
a out a thoufand Catholics and Jews. The other pajts of tte iiland 

aic exclufively inhabited by Greeks. , - ' : ' . 
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Having exprefled a deiire to view the churches in Scio belonging 
to the latter nation, the Englifli conful conduded us to three of thefe 
edifices held in the bighcfl; eftiination, and alfo to the only church 
in that place belonging to the catholics. One of the former was a 
very beautiful ftrudure, adorned withinfide with gilt ornaments, 
elegant carvings in wood, and fine columns of the variegated marble 
of Scio. It is much to be regretted that the workmen of the coun- 


try have not fufficient addrefs to give to this elegant marble the high 
polifh of which it is fufccptible. If it could be conveniently tranf- 
ported to England, it would certainly be held in great eftimation. 


In the front of the churches there are feveral Iculptures of Genoefe 
workmanihip. 'We vifited one of the hofpitals belonging to the 
Greek fathers for the reception of infirm, fick, and infane perfons. 
Of the latter deferipdon we faw three men and two women. 

We paid a vifit to the fuperior of the catholics, by name Timoni, 
whom we found to be a very agreeable, well informed, and Rudious 


man. The family of Timoni has long borne a very diRinguifhed 
reputation among the catholics of Conftantinople. We walked af- 
terwards to the hofpital for the reception of lepers, fituated in a val- 
ley on the north-weft fide of the town, froi^hioh it is diftant about, 
a mile and a half, or two miles. This building is a very airy, exten- 
fiye, and comfortable refidence for thefe unfortunate people, nearly 
twp hundred of whom of both fexes refided in it at the time of our 
vifit. They were ail adults, children not being liable to this dif- 
eafe, which does not manifeft itfelf until about the age of fifteen. 
Difterent apartments are aflfigned to the males and females. Thofe 
to be in general from thirty to forty years of age ; 

• oJder- Several of them had loft one or both* 
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the eyes ; others the fingers and toes ; and others again the nofe. 
The limbs of the greater part of thefe unfortunate wretches were in 
a contraded date, with fwelling of the hands and legs. The erup- 
tions were more numerous in the face than in any other part. The 
difeafe, indeed, is confined to the legs, arms, and face, the body being 
externally free from its attacks. Among thefe leprous futyeds it was 
produdive internally of cough, hoarfenefs, pain in the domacb, and 
difficulty of digeftion, in addition to which the females complained 
of a continual vertigo and pain of the head. 

With refped to the more prevalent difeafes of this ifland, the fmall- 
pox was, at the time of our arrival, very general among the children, 
of whom It fwept off great numbers. I was informed that ferophu- 
lous fwellings are common among the inhabitants, but are removed 
without much difficulty. They are alfo fubjed to phthifis and hc- 
moptifis, the former being frequently fatal : the air of the ifland is 
indeed confidered as too Emulating to the lungs. The inftances of 
longevity at Scio are very few ; and I could not learn that any of the 
inhabitants pafs their eightieth year. As a proof, however, that the 
ifland is not generally deemed unhealthy, it has been feleded as the 
refidence of feveral valetudinarians from different parts of Europe. 
Among thefe a very rich Englifhman, named Bradbridge, of an ec- 
centric charader, retired to Scio on account of the deranged ftate of 
his health, which was confiderably improved by a long refidence on 
this ifland. He died there about fifteen years before our arrival. 

From beneath the rock, which I have already deferibed V*^hg 
the fite of the fchool of Homer, a fpring of water iffuesjf Which is 
celebrated fof its purity 'and medicinal property,! -'^'WYe'fbrtsd to 
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by all the valetudinarians of Scio, who afcrlbe to this water a diuretic 
quality. It is indeed fo much extolled, and held in fuch general 
eftimation, that large quantities of it are occafionally fent to Con- 
ftantinople, for the ufe of the Grand Seignor and of the Seraglio. 
Every part of the ifland is fupplied with delicious water, which is 
conveyed by aquedudts from place to place for the ufe ot the inhabi- 
tants of the different villages. 

I fhould have obferved, that the cultivated lands are in general 
enclofed by ftone walls from two to three feet in height, which are 
extremely ufeful in particular fituations, more efpecially on the fides 
of the more elevated mountains, which are cultivated almoft to their 
iummits. During the falls of rain the waters are prevented by thefe 
walls from carrying down the foil, as w ell as the produce of the in- 
clofures, into the vallies beneath. 

We failed from Scio on the 5th, at half paft ten in the morning. 
At the time of our departure, the Greeks were preparing to celebrate 
the feftival of St. George. About five o’clock on the following 
morning we were in the gulf of Smyrna, midway between Caraba- 
roun and the ifland of Mitylene, the territory furrounding Smyrna 
being diftindlly in fight. At half paft twelve o’clock we arrived at 
Mitylene, and anchored in the harbour of Caftro, or Mitylbne, the 
ancient Lefbos, the .birth-place of fo many learned perfons, whofe 
celebrity has been handed down to our times. Pittacus, the poet 
Alcseusj Sappho, Epicus, Theophraftus, and Diophanes, are among 

the many great and Extraordinary characters this ifland produced; 

^ *■ 

and it was there that Ariftotle fpent two years of a life devoted to 
fibujiy and retirement. ’ ' , ‘ 
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Caftro has two ports, or harbours, one to the north-eaft of the 
town, the other open to the eaft and fouth-eaft winds, with two 
light-houfes to dired the entrance of veffels in the night-time. To 
the right a citadel or caftle, built by the Venetians, is fituated on 
a height which commands both the town and the veffels lying in 
the harbours. We anchored in the latter of them, and immediately 
went on fhore. In coming diredly from Scio to Mitylene, the 
traveller views the latter ifland to a great difadvantage, as it wants 
the delightful luxuriance and richnefs of fcenery by which the 
former is fo eminently diftinguiftied. The north -weft fide, how- 
ever, of the ifland, which we coafted in coming into port, is 
covered with flourifliing olive-trees, and with corn-fields in the 
neighbourhood of the different villages. 

The town of Caftro, through which we walked, is not fo large 
as that of Scio. The ftreets are narrow, but paved;, and the 
houfes refemble thofe of Conftantinople, with tiled roofs, and 
with fronts either of wood or covered with white plafter. The' ba- 
zars were at the time well fupplied. In this place there axe a great 
number of taverns, the wine fold in which, of the growth of the- 
illand, is tolerably good, and fold at the rate of from ten to twelve 
paras the oke, or meafure. We faw feveral works in which the 
oil is extraffed in confiderable quantities from the olives : there are 
alfo at Caftro feveral manufaeftories- of foap-.. 

The coftume of the females differ but little from that of the 
women of Scio, with the exception of the head-drefs, which J^as a- 
truly Angular appearance, feehind the 'crown of the head A- of 
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fan, in breadth about five or fix inches, rifes to the height of feven or 
eight, and has an elevation of about two inches above the forehead 
in front. This ornament, if it can merit that name, is nluall)' 
made of cotton ; and a handkerchief is thrown over it when the 
wearer goes abroad. A head-drefs of fuch a defcription is cci tainly 
neither neat nor becoming. That which covers the body is worn of 
fomewhat a greater length than at Scio. The drefs of the men is 
precifely the fame. 

, Caftro contains about two thoufand houfes, and nearly ten thou- 
fand inhabitants, in the proportion oif five Greeks to one Turk. They 
have neither a neat, nor a very handfome appearance. The town, 
which is built in the form of,a crefcent, is fituated at the fides of 
hills, the gentle declivities of which give it a very pleafing appear- 
ance. Many fragments of plain and fluted columns, with other 
remnants of architedlural ornaments, are to be feen in the pave- 
ments, walls, and houfes ; and many others lie fcattered in different 
parts of the town, to attefl; the ancient exiflence of the handfome 
edifices which flood on its fite. It feems to be univerfally agreed 
that tfieytown of Caftrp, or Mitylene, was built on the ruins of the 
celebrated city of Lefbos, 

With the exception of grapes and figS/ there are but .few fruits 
cuj^ivatedi in the environs of Caftro. In the gardei:^, in which the 
cyprefs aajd terebintha trees are planted for ewnament, we &w arr in- 
confiderahie gu^ntity of or^ogea. . The town js Tupplied with water 

^ ,We were^^ifou^^plprpp^kg ,o.n-\««i;r ypyagC' on the ' 7th; h^t 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 

the preceding night having been ftormy, with much lightning and 
rain, and the wind Hill blowing very frefli from the northward, our 
Reis did not think it prudent to quit the port. 

This tempeRuous weather continued without intermiffion until 
the ] oth, and afforded us fufiicient leifure to amufe ourfelves in 
the town of Caftro, and in its environs. On the morning of that 
day, the weather being fine, and the breeze moderate, we failed ; 
but were overtaken in the evening by a ftrong gale from the north, 
which raifed fo high a fea that our little veffel had fome difficulty 
in firuggling with the waves. In the paffage between the illand of 
Mitylene and Cape Baba, on the fide of the main land, there is a 
funken rock at nearly mid diftance, of which our Reis was under 
fome apprehenfion. About eleven o’clock at night we fuppofed we 
had cleared this rock, and left it on the larboard quarter, keeping 
clofe in with the main land. In the courfe of the night we cleared 
Cape Baba, on the coaft of Anadolia, the ifland of Tenedos being in 
fight, diftant about thirty miles, at the dawn of day. 

The wind being to the north-eafl: on the morning of the 1 1 th, we 
were prevented from fleering for Tenedos, as we had intended, and 
were obliged to bear away in the dlreaion of the main land. We at 
length came to anchor nearly oppofite to the ifland, at a little 
diflance from Efca Stamboul, .where we perceived the ruins of an 
extenfive palace, fronting the fea, with a capacious arch, or gate- 
way, for its entrance. We landed, and noticed among the trees a 
confiderable number of dwarf oaks, interfp.erfed amidfl excellent paf- 
turage grounds for cattle., ' .i ‘ 

At half pafl four in the morning of the I2th, w'e failed, and ,ar- 
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rived two hours after at the ifland of Tenedos. We difembarked, 
and having walked through the town, proceeded to the neighbour- 
ing lofty hills. With the exception of thefe hills, the land of the ifland 
has in general a flat furface. The vallies are cultivated in vines, with 
a few patches of corn; but there are neither trees nor flirubs, with 
the exception of* a few folitary fig and mulberry trees. The ifland, 
however, open as it is, has a pleating appearance, the effect of which 
is heightened by the gentle Hopes from the hills. A few houfes are 
difperfed in the interior. Thofe of the town, which is of a very in- 
confiderable extent, are mean, conftrudtdd of wood, and tiled over. 
The inhabitants are compofed of. about a thoufand Turks, and 
four hundred Greeks. The principal trade, confifts in the export of 

wines. 

There are two forts at Tenedos, of which the one fltuated on the 
north- weft fide is the principal, and is a work of fome confiderablc 
importance and ftrength, apparently of Venetian conftruftion. 
That on the eaftern fide is a fmall fort of little ftiength, which is, 
however, calculated by its pofition to annoy the vefl'cls entering the 
port, in the cafe of a meditated attack. 

We paid a vifit to the Englifti conful, by birth a Greek, who 
could fpeak neither the ■ Englifh, French, nor Italian language. 
Among, the little information we were enabled to colledl from him, 
We featne^ that the Mutine brig had arrived at the ifland on the 8th 
of Ifelirch,. and had remained there two days. She returned after- 
wards,' at .the. 'tim® When Eord Elgin,, the Britifh ambaffador at 
Conftantinople, ' made an tedprfion .to Athep, and followed his 
,i|jibjdfhip to thaf deftih^titopi . 
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On the ifland of Tenedos there are fine ilocks of Ihccp, which 
find an excellent pafturage on the hills. The mutton is cheap ; as 
is alfo the wine of the country, which is of a very fuperior quality. 

The wind having flilfted round to the north- weft, w'e failed at 
noon, and aT three o’clock P. M. pafled the iflc of rabbits. At 
feven in the evening we anchored clofc under Sige, or Sigreum, a 
city of Troas ; but were prevented by the calms which came on 
from entering the ftrait of the Dardanelles. ' 

We failed early on the morning of the 1 3 th ; but were foon after 
becalmed. At ftven o clock a breeze fprung up from the north- 
weft, by which we w'ere enabled to reach Cettlebahar, the caftle 
fituated on the European ftiore of the Dardanelles, on the fouth. 
fide of which we anchored at ten o’clock. The wind becominsr la 

. O 

a little time more favourable, our Reis was induced to attempt the 
paflage of the ftraits; but, after fcveral fruitlefs efforts on his part, 
we were carried by the very rapid current towards the Afiatic fiiorc, 
and were obliged to come to anchor below the caftle, between it and 
Sigaeum. Several other veflcls had recourfe to the fame expedient, the 
wind being in a contrary direction to the navigation of the Darda- 
nelles. We landed at Coombcally to purchafe the articles of which 
w'e ftood in need ; and having amuftd ourfelves by a promenade on 
the banks of the celebrated Scamander, vifited once again the 
plain of Troy, and having mounted to the tomb of Patrocliis, re- 
turned to the veffel. 

Coombcally is a mifcrable town inhabited by Turks, which’ ovves 
the little importance it poffeffcs to its commanding fituatipb, at thd 
entrance of the ftraits, where there are two forts,, onfecbff ibdch' fide, 

3 K 3 


1 / 
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of lufficient ftrength to annoy any veflels which Ihould attempt to 
force a palTage. 

We failed at fix in the morning of the 14th, with the wind at 
call; but our crew were foon after obliged to tow the vefTel, with a 
view to get her over to the European fide. At eight o’clock, the 
wind having fliifted to the north- weft, we bore aw'ay for Imbros, 
from which ifland we were diftant, an hour after, about fix miles. 
We now tacked and ftood away for Cettlebahar. At half paft 
one o’clock P. M. we anchored in a fine bay, about two miles to 
the north of the caftles of Cettlebahar. On the fummit of the 
north point of this bay there is a fort mounting twenty-four guns, 
berieath which we dropped anchor, waiting for the firft favourable 
breeze which might Ipring up to convey us to Shennacally. In the 
courfe of the laft twenty hours we had been repeatedly driven over 
from th? European to the Afiatic, and thence again to the European 
fide. At half paft two o’clock, however, the wind having become 
more favourable, we failed, and were at length enabled to come 
to anchor under Cape Baba, on the Afiatic Ihore, diftant from 
Shennacally about fix or leveit miles, at half paft leven in the 
evening. 

On the 1 5th, at half paft nine o’clock, we weighed anchor, and 
toived at Shennacally at half paft eleven. Having dropped an- 
chor, we went on Ihore to pay a vifit to the conful, and returned 
on board at one o’clock P. M. when we failed with a fair breeze 
from the fouth-weft. At half paft fix in the evening we pafled 
Lampfacus, a fiiiall town on^the Afiatic fide, fituated in a very fine 
country. At eight o’clpck we pafted Gallipoli, on the 
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European fide of the Dardanelles, the territory adjoining to which 
is alfo very fertile, abundant harvefts of corn being colleded on the 
gently Hoping hills which rife from the fea fhore. 

We were becalmed on the l6th in the morning in the Straits of St. 
George, the Marmora illands bearing north-eaft, diflant about thirty 
miles. At eight o’clock we had a flight breeze from the fouth and 
fouth^eafl, which enabled us to make lome way. "^^^e law a con* 
fiderable number of veflels a few miles a head of us. The greater 
part of the day was cold and fliowery. At midnight we pafled the 
fouth-wefl: extremity of the ifland of Marmora ; and at three the 
following morning cleared the ifland, and flood for Conflantinople, 
with light winds and occaflonal calms. At flven in the evening 
we were abreafl of Cachouk Chekmege, at which time feveral of 
the headmofl veflels appeared to be entering the harbour of Con- 
flantinople. 

On the morning of the I8th we were overtaken by calms, which 
obliged our crew to tow and row the veflel. At eight o’clock we 
pafled the feven towers ; and were foon after taken from the caick, 
and conveyed in a boat to Xophana, which place we reached at ten 
o clock. We were informed on our arrival, that Colonel Holloway 
and M^or Hope had quitted Conflantinople on their way t5 Eng- 
land, lix days before. We lofl no time in engaging a row-boat to 
convey us to Varno on the. Black Sea. 

On the 20th I called on Mr. Stratton, the Britifii fecretary of 
legation, who defired the principal drogoman, or interpreter, .Mon- 
fieur Pefani, to procure me a flrman, and to make the neceff^ry - 
arrangements for my journey to Vienna, by the route of Varna.' 
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The firman, or paflport, which I obtained in confequence, was fimi- 
lar to thofe cuftomarily furniflied by the government of the Sub- 
lime Porte to all perfons, not Turkifli fubjcds, paffing from one 
part of the Ottoman dominions to another. Thefe firmans arc not 
only a protedlion to the traveller, but contain an injundlion to all 
the pachas, or governors, of the Turkifii provinces and towns, to 
forward him on his route, and fupply him with every requifite his 
neceffities may demand. The text is accompanied by a faithful en- 
graving, which may ferve to give the reader an idea of a Turkifli 
firman. It contains at the upper part,' in a colledlion of fiourifhes, 
an enumeration of all the titles of the Grand Signor. 

On the 2lfi: I went from Tophana to Buyukdere, to wait there 
until clrcumftances fliould be favourable to my departure. I had 
occafion, however, to lament, upon my arrival at Confiantlnople, 
that the Britilh' ambaflador. Lord Egin, was then at Athens, on ac- 
count of the ill ftate of.his health. 
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CHAPTER XXr. 

EMBARKATION' AT EUYUKDERE ARTaVAL AT VARNA YENIPAZZAR 

RASGAT APPREHEl^rSlbNS PROM BANDITTI EOUZCHOOK-^GEORGIVAL 

GENERAL TERROR ON ACCOUNT OP THE APPROACH OB PASWAN OGLOU 

EMBARKATION FOR GALATZ IN MOLDAVIA TORKOfCOI MILLS ELE- 
VATED ON BOATS VILLAGES ON EIRE SILJSTRIA — DISTRESSING 

SCENE OF DEVASTATION VOYAGE ON THE DANUBE DESCRIPTION OP 

THE VESSELS BANKS OP THE DANUBE FUGITIVES FROM BANDITTI 

ROSSOVAT GIRSOW GALATZ BOKLAT YASSI ENTRANCE INTO 

POLAND CHERNO-VVICH JOURNEY THROUGH PART OF POLAND SALT 

PITS AT WILISKA CRACQ-W SHOTTAU SILESIA NEISLISCIIENE 

ARRIVAL AT VIENNA VACCINE INOCULATION INTRODUCED THERE 

CATHEDRAL OF ST. STEPHEN--WIDDEN THEATRE IMPERIAL LIBRARY 

^MENAGE THEATRE DE LA COUR CABINET OP MEDALS GENERAL 

HOSPITAL CABINET OF NATURAL HISTORY NEW AND SINGULAR OPI- 
NION ON THE BRAIN — HOSPITAL FOR LUNATICS ANECDOTE RELATIVE 

TO THE EMPEROR JOSEPH li. IMPERIAL PALACE AT SCHOMEBUN ME- 
NAGERIE OBSERVATORY MODEL OF OUR SAVIOUr’s SEPLLCHHE — 

ARSENAL COLLECTION OP PICTURES DEPARTURE FROM VIENNA. 

■^EING provided with a firman, and feveral letters of recdrhnien- 
dation, I embarked at Buyukdere on the evening of the 23 d of 
May on board a boat, for the purpole of croffing the Black Sea. 
We quitted' the harbour at midnight, and on the following morning 
at fix o’clock paffed the fecond caflle on the European fide of the 
Bofphorus. At the expiration of thrcQ hours we anchored in'a!'‘^ay 
to the north of the third' caflle on the fame fide ofi th^ 
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where we remained until nine in the evening, when we failed with 
the wind at north-eaft. On the morning of the 25th we appeared 
to have run about thirty-fix miles ; but the wind failing, our people 
were obliged to have recourfe to their oars. About ten o clock 
A. M. the breeze freihened ; and at four in the afternoon we pafTed 
Midge, with very pleafant and agreeable weather. 

On the 26th, at ten in the morning, we were abreaft of Cape 
Baba, which, according to the computation of our crew, is diftant 
from Varna, in Bulgaria, about an hundred and twenty miles. At 
four in the afternoon we palTed the gulf of Poros Leman, and on the 
following morning, at one o’clock, anchored at the entrance of the 
gulf of Varna, the contrary wind oppofing our further progrefs. We 
failed at fun-rife, and about feven o’clock in the morning anchored 
near Varna, a town of Turkey in Europe, in the province of Bul- 
garia. 

I went on fliore at that place, and waited on the governor, Ofman 
Aga, for whom I had brought letters, and to whom I prefented my 
firman, in order that he might iflue the neceffary commands to ex- 
pedite me on my route to Rouzehook and Bouchareft. I took up 
my refidence in the mean time at the houfe of the Greek bilhop. In 
the evening I was informed that a party of Turks and Greeks were 
to fet out on the following morning for the fame dellination ; and 
of this favourable opportunity I availed myfelf without hefitation. 

At feven in the morning of the 28th we left Varna, in a kind of 
covered- waggons Rightly conRrufted, called arabars, of which I was 
obliged to engage three, for myfelf, fervant, and luggage. Thefe 
vehicles are very fmall and narrow, fomewhat refembling our ammu- 
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nidon waggons, and are drawn by one horfe. They are fo contrlved- 
as to enable the traveller to lay himfelf down at his full length ; and 
the hire of one of thefe conveyances, from Varna to Rouzchooh, or 
Rutzig, on the eaftern bank ot the Danube, a journey which occu- 
pies four or five days, is eighteen piaftres. During the early part of 
the day our road led through a woody and hilly country, interlperfed 
with a few wretched and folitary huts, the inmates of which were, 
howeveijhale and robult. Towards the concluding part of the Jour- 
ney we pafied through fcveral fine, extenfive, ,and well cultivated 
vallies, abounding in different kinds of corn, and more particularly 
in rye. The w^oods confifi: of dwarf oaks, hazels, black and white 
thorns, and a \ ery confiderable number of pear-trees j but there are 
few trees of a growth calculated for timber. In proportion to the 
cultivated lands there , are but few villages. On the, doping downs 
there are rich pafturages, in which we faw great numbers of oxen, 
cows, buffaloes, horfes, Iheep, and goats. The breeds of horfes and 
oxen are fmall : the latter, and the bufialoes, are employed to draw 
the arabars of the peafants. The inhabitants of .fbme of the villages 
pay a, particular attention to grazing; w'hile in others they grow 
eprn,. and cultivate vineyards. There are no enclolures, except thole 
for the vineyards in the vicinity of the different villages. Af half 
pad; five in the evening w'e eroded a river, and'halted on the oppo- 
• ilte bank .for the night. On account of tfie numerous hordes of rob- 
bers which infeffed this country, we avoided as much as poffible the 
approach of any village, the difpofition of the inhabitants of whiph . 
had not been well .afof rtained, • 
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We fet out at four in the morning of the 29th, and palTed through 
• a very fine and rich country, abounding in pafiiure grounds, on which 
numerous flocks and herds were grazing. We faw an abundance of 
poultry, feveral waggons laden with which we met on the road. 
Our journey was infinitely agreeable over fertile and richly cultivated 
plains, refembling thofe of the mofl; produdive parts of England. 
At half pafl: eight o’clock w'e halted for two hours. We fell in with 
feveral caravans, or large companies of travellers, on our route, this 
being, from motives of fecurity, the cufirom of travelling in this 
country. The inhabitants, when abroad, are conftantly armed. 
The progrefs we made was- at the rate of about three miles and a. 
half in the hour ; and at half pafl: one o’clock we arrived at Yeni- 
pazzar, inhabited principally by Turks, with an inconfiderable num- 
ber of Greeks. The houfes are conflruded of laths and plafter, with 
tiled roofs ; but the poorer clafs of inhabitants dwell in caves, over 
which a thatched roof is thrown. The town is furrounded by a 
mud wail, and a dry ditch, with a gate at each extremity. We 
made a Ihort flay there ; and having afterwards proceeded to the 
diftance of fix miles, pafled through a village called Oukboudan, 
compofed of wretched thatched huts. At fix in the evening we 
halted at another poor village, called Tekerkew, where we pafled 
the night. 

Oh the 30th we fet out at four in the morning, and at the end of 
two hours came to the village of Shemlah, where w^e made a halt. 
At half pafl: ten we reached another village, ■ delightfully fltuated at 
the fide of a fine wood of oak-trees. The furrounding feenery was 



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 


40 ? 


beautiful and romantic. At half pail fix In the evening we reached 
the vicinity of Rafgat, a large town, which contains feveral mofques, 
and there repoied ourfelves for the night. 

We fet out at the accuilomed early hour, on the 3lil, and in a 
little time reached the above place, where we ipent two hours in a 
han, or kann, deilincd, as I have already explained, for the accom- 
modation of travellers and their beails, as well as for the reception 
of the merchandize they carry with them. The town of Raigat 
has two gates, and is furrounded by palifadoes and mud walls. The 
inhabitants are a mixture of Greeks and Turks. Having proceeded 
on our route, w^e halted for two hours in the middle of the day, and 
at ieven in the evening took up, as ufual, our quarters for the night 
in our arabars. As foon as we had halted, a part of the caravan was 
formed into a guard, to keep w’atch for the night ; a neceffary pre- 
caution to prevent an attack, to which the traveller is continually 
expofed. 

On the ift of June we fet out at four in the morning, and at fix 
entered the town of Rouzchook, where I immediately took up my 
lefidence in one of the bans. I had there the good fortune to meet 
with a Greek merchant named Keriyaheoh Polizlo, who paid me 
the raoft friendly attentions, and gave me the beft counfel £br the 
further profecution of my journey. He had himfclf been obliged to 
fly from Bucharcfl, together with all the principal inhabitants, the 
confuls, and others, in confequence of the dreadful menaces of the 
banditti by whom the country was at that time defolated, and the 
approach of Pafwan Oglou’s troops. The prince ftili remained there 
with a few of his followers ; but the confuls had deerhed it; mpre 
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prudent to proceed to Cronftadt. I went with the above gentleman 
to pay a vifit to the dragoman of the Prince of Buchareft, then at 
Rouzchook, but who was on the point of his departure for Conftan- 
finople, and who gave me a letter to the Capicahchiah at Georgival, 
io aid me on my route to Buchareft. Georgival is lituated on the 
Weftcrn lide of the Danube ; and it is there that travellers from 
Rouzchook ftop to procure arabars, and whatever befides is neceflary 
for their journey by Buchareft to Vienna. I was, however, thrown 
into a great dilemma in the evening by the news which arrived from' 
Buchareft, that the prince and his people had betaken themfelves to 
ilight on account of the approach and menaces of Pafwan Oglou. 
This unlucky citcumftance forced me to alter my plan, and to make 
new arrangements. 

Rouzchook is pleafingly -fituated on the eaftern banks of the Da- 
nube, and is a place of confiderable extent, inhabited by Turks and 
Greeks. Being the only town pofleffing an open and free trade in 
that quarter at the time of my arrival, all the merchandize had been 
brought thither, and the bazars well fupplied with commodities of 
every defcription. In the courfc of the morning of the 2d a veftel 
arrived with merchandize and fevcral pailengers, Germansi from 
Vienna, bound to Galatz in iSloldavia. ft was eXpefted that flie 
#puld profecute her vbyage on the following day ; and as the dif- 
advices from Buchareft were confirmed, it was recommendedS 
tb nib tb take a paflage in this veftel to Galatz, the Greek merchant 
engaging tb-Cnpljjy nib with letters of, recommendation, &c. to the 
Ituffian 'aiid Iifr|)etlM'_,h<:>nful§«'at- VaiSi*’ , ' _ ' ■ 

. J,|e,mbhl;k:ed 'oh ' felted the' 'iboye,' vcfthl' on the 4th 'at 'fvc ^ih 
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morning. The captain fpoke a little Italian, though he was by birth 
a Greek. My fellow travellers confifted of an Italian, brother to 
the Imperial conful at Galatz, who fpoke the German language wnth 
much fluency, two Germans, and a Greek. Soon after we embarked 
the fky becanje overcharged with heavy clouds, which indicated the 
approach of a ftorm, and induced our captain to wait for more fettled 
and favourable weather. It cleared up at three in the afternoon, 
when the anchor was weighed, and we got under way with a fmart 
breeze from the north, our crew firing a falute of muftetry, between 
each difeharge of which the Italian founded his trumpet. The wind 
frelhened foon after to fuch a degree, that we were obliged to anchor 
a little below the town. 

We were detained on the 5th by the ftormy weather until two 
in the afternoon, when we took our departure, and in lefs than half 
an hour pafled the town of Georgival. The current fetting in our 
favour, we made a pretty rapid progrefs by the aid of our twelve 
oars, and at half paft feven in the evening came to anchor for the 
hight. On the following morning we let out before break of day ; 
and at three in the afternoon pafled Torkotai, a fmall town very 
romantically fituated on the banks of the Danube. The hills adja- 
cent to this town are laid out in fine vineyards, interiperfed with 
bufliy trees : on the north- eafl: fide there are hanging woods, ^hich 
are continued for feveral miles, and have a very pieafmg and piftu- 
refque et|fe<3^. Oppofite to the town there are feven water mills, 
each of thetn dependant on tw’o boats moored acrofs the rivor, in 
one of which the mill is placed, whiie*the other fupports the wheel- 
Rationed in th6 'Centre, 'bet w'^n the two. On^the |fe'$kt'';dcc^da' 
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I had feen mills of this kind for the firfl: time ; but I was told that 
they are employed on every part of the Danube. When we had 
proceeded three or four miles from the town, our veffel ran aground 
•on one of the fmall iflands which are fcattered in great numbers on 
the hdes of the river ; and by this accident we were detained for 
upwards of an hour. Immediately oppofite to our pofition, on the 
eaftern fide of the river, we perceived a neighbouring village in 
flames, and concluded it to have been fet on fire by one of the bands 
of robbers by whom the country was infefted. At half pafl: feven 
in the evening we anchored on the weftern bank of the Danube, 
and nearly oppofite to Silifliria. The weather was at this time 
ftormy and unpleafant. One of the officers of our veflel immedi- 
ately went on fhore with the papers and pafTport furnifhed to him 
by Pafwan Oglou at Belgrade ; but was defired to return again on 
the following morning. 

We weighed anchor on the 7th a little before noon, on the above 
officer coming on board with the liecelTary permiflion, and were 
not long in pafling the town and caftle. The latter, and the de- 
fenfive works which have been thrown up, are of little importance. 
The town, built on the eallern bank of the Danube, is of inconfider- 
able extent, 'and is fituated in the midft of a fine and fertile, but 
hilly country. The mills employed by the inhabitants aie of the 
fame contrivance as at Torkotai. There are no lets than fourteen 
mofques in Siliftria ; but the houfes are as wretched as thofe of the 
greater part of the towns in Turkey. • The adjacent hills are covered 
with fine vineyards, and witli an abun&nce of lofty trees, to decorate 
the fcenery, 
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The day proved very fultry, with little or no wind ; but a ftorrn, 
accompanied by thunder and lightning, coming on towards the 
evening, we anchored at lun-Iet on the weftern fide of the river. 
We had noticed at three o’clock in the afternoon another village on 
fire ; and as foon as we came to anchor, a diftreffing fcene prefented 
itfelf to our view. A confidcrable number of men, women, and 
children, the wretched vidlims of the conflagration we had witnefled, 
were aflcmbled at the water-fide, and had conveyed thither the little 
property they could colledl together, confifting principally of arabars,. 
oxen, and Iheep. 

After having pafled a very Rormy night, we weighed anchor on 

the 8th before day-light ; but the force of the wind augmented fo 

confidcrably, that we were foon after obliged to anchor on the eaft 

fide of the Danube. At Slliftria we had received on board three 

Turks, as guards ; our number, therefore, was now augmented to 

twenty-five individuals, confifting of Greeks, Germans, Italians, 

Englilh, Turks, and Wallachians. The latter, twelve in number, 

compofed the crew ; and, as the veflel v>?as unprovided with falls, 

had a very' laborious employment in rowing and fleering, her when 

under way. The conflrudlion of thefe vefTels, which navigate the 

Danube with paffengers and merchandize, is fomewhat fin^ular. 

They are in length about an hundred and twenty feet, and in 

breadth eighteen, with a roof of planks, about fifty feet in length, 

in the centre, which refembks the ridge of a houfe, and beneath 

♦ 

which the mofl valuable merchandize and 'the paffengers are *place4. 
Under this ,roof the trave;^cr fancies^-himfelf rather in a houk, or 
booth, than in a vcffel : over it there is a kind of t^rsac^, iabout :feven 
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feet fquare, which may be confidered as a fpccies of kiofque,and whicis, 
as it commands a fine view of the fcenery on each fide of the nvcr, 
affords a pleafing retirement in the evening. Thefe veffels, which 
are fo deeply laden that they fink as low in the water as our heavy 
barges, come from Vienna with goods of every defcription for Galatz 
and Yaffi in Moldavia. They are provided, in the fore part, with 
twelve oars of a moderate fize ; two very large ones, which appeared 
■to me to be from forty to fifty feet in length, at the bows ; and two 
others of the fame defcription at the ftern, to anfwer the pnrpofe of 
a helm, in regulating the diredion of the veffel. Being deftitnte of 
mafts and rigging to Ready them, they are conRantly anchored near 
the fhore when it blows frelh, as .well as in the night-time. 

On the weft fide of the Danube the country confifts of fine levels ; 
■while, on the eaftern fide, its banks are fkirted by a chain of fertile 
hills, covered with fine ' woodland fcenery. This river has, towards 
its banks, a very confiderable number of fmall iflands, on. which trees 
have been planted with a very agreeable effed. Its greateft breadth 
does not exceed a mile and a half. 

The weather wasfo ftormy on the 8th, that we were detained 
until halfpaftfeven in the evening, when the anchor was weighed. 
We fhortly after a party of fugitives whom the banditti had 
attacked, aftembled on the eaftern bank of the river ; and at half 
paft eight o’clock were abreaft of Rofifoyat, a fmall town fituated 
on thO^tfie bank. We anchored at midnight, and repofed our- 
felves untii ihree 'itti the mbW ;again profecuted our 

.oaiage doWn y^th-fe^i'e 'agreeable weather ima- 

^ /ginkblCi hnt Witb refaltiag-fram the..W2*ftcbea 
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condition of the inhabitants, whom we faw difperfed on each 
fide on its banks. At half paft fcven o’clock in the morning 
we paffed Sooda, a fmall village lituated on a hill, on fhe eaftern 
fide of the river; and at half paft eight were abreaft’ of another 
village on the lame bank, called Chekerge. At ten o’clock we were 
off Kerfewai, or Girfow, a fmall town on the fame fide of the river, 
to which we fent on fliorc for a fupply of proviflons and' wjnes. 
Near this place, on a rocky hill, there is a fmall and ihfignificant 
caftle fituated afc the river fide, which had been attacked about eleven 
years before by the Ruffians, the remains of whofe works, by which 
the fortrefs was completely commanded, we faw, as they had. been 
thrown up on the adjacent hills. It is faid that in the attack made 
by the Ruffians- at Girfow, the Tutks loft eighty thoufand- men* 
At feven in! the evening, we paffed a village, on the weftem. bank, 
called by the Turks Bourockfen, and came to anchor an hout after. 
In our paffage of this -day we found the river- hadffeveral abrupt- and- 
fudden turnin^j.and was- in ibme places- very- natrow 
On. the Qth, at four in the morning,., we- weighed- anchor; and 
foon after ran aground.. The- navigation- of the river in this- part 
is. indeed, rendered extrenietyintricatC and- difficult, by^the feall* 
illands! thrown, up# the paffage betvt'eeft whiofet dra^ the dirrter-; . 
infomuoh thabth^conduiftingof otir-veftbl, fo-peGnliarty conftrndedi. 
required., n^uch. cautioiitand+circum^eaion; ffittn- the- pointsv of 
land . at. the^ difeent-. turning^.- At . Half- five' o’clock inw 
mornmg, we- palfed a^ fipall ^ village-i oti -^he- vreft^rn i bankyland fa# 
fevenawerdabt’eaft-.ofj.Ibraeli a town\idealairtly 
ffde {^»tHe-!riveejj toe wHinhfs lay t^ti? 

: 3 > ' ' " '■ ' ' ' 
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Black Sea. We were delayed two hours by the perfon who was 
fent to the above place with the pafs, which prevented us from 
reaching Galatz before twelve o’clock. Notwichftanding I was at 
fo great a dlftance from my native home, the refledion that I was 
now in a land inhabited by chriftians, infpired me with a tranquil- 
lity to which I had been long a ftranger. As foon as we had an- 
chored I landed with my baggage, and called on the Imperial con- 
ful, Signor Mangoli, with whom I dined, and was not a little fur- 
prifed in the afternoon at the appearance of an Englifh courier, Mr. 
DufF, who was on his route from Conftantlnople to Vienna. It gave 
me great fatisfadion to be enabled to accompany him on the 
following morning. Galatz is fituated in the territory of Molda- 
via, and is principally inhabited by the natives of the country. The 
land adjacent to it is level, as it alfo is on the oppofite bank. In- 
deed, during the laft two days of our navigation, the country on each 
fide of the river prefented but few uneven furfaces. 

Having procured three arabars and twelve horfes for . our journey, 
vie left Galatz at five in the morning of the loth ; and at half paft 
feven arrived at the village of Peke, the firft fiage, having performed 
aidifiance of nearly twenty miles. The horfes of the country are 
fpaall, but fleet, and on thefe journeys are kept conftantly on 
tl^ gallop. We left the,above village, the cottages 'of which are 
very, neat, at eight o’clock, and a little after ten reached Korne, the 
f6Cbnd,;ft?fge,, The country through which we pafled abounds in 
, firie floping JhilV; havdng a rich foil, -thpugh but little attended to 

^ , I ' I I ^ , 

with tefped <t^ cultivation. Where due pains are beftowed on 
f th?m,iiowever, they yield an ample produce of different kinds oE 
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grain. We left this village at half pall ten, and palled through a 
fine country, abounding in dwarf oaks, wdiich brought us to Regc, 
where we arrived at half pall twelve. We reached the next ftage, 
Borlat, a very refpedlable town, at three o’clock, and proceeded 
thence to Colineh, where we arrived at fix in the evening, and took 
refrelhments at the poft-houfe. We next proceeded to Wallow, 
which we reached at nine o’clock ; and, finally, arrived at Ounchef- 
tey at midnight, glad to repofe ourfelves after fo long and fatiguing 
a journey. 

On the 1 Ith, at four in the morning, we left Ounchefiey, and 
arrived at Scenty an hour after. We were detained there for fome 
time, in conlequence of one of the horfes having ftrayed from the 
poft-houfe ; and this prevented us from reaching Yaffi, the capital 
of Moldavia, a province of Turkey in Europe, until between eight 
and nine o’clock. . We alighted at the houfe of the Imperial con- 
ful with whom we dined. On approaching the above place the 
country is beautifully romantic. 

We left Yaffi at three in the afternoon, and at half paft four ar- 
rived at Largah, where having made a Ihort ftay, we again fet out, 
and arrived at Chepot at feven in the evening. The road leading 
from .Yaffi to this place is very agreeable, over fine hills, which 
have not, however, the advantage of being well cultivated, the in- 
habitants appearing to ’attend to little more than their own imme- 
diate fupplies. The country is open, and entirely divefted of ttees 
and flirubs. ' Opr next ftage led us, by an excellent road, ill, • 

where we arrived at nine at night; an3 proceeded thenccj * 

, 3' P "0 
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Iheen, which we reached at midnight, and repofed ourfelves for a 
few hours. 

On the morning of the 12th, at four o’clock, we fet out for Dor- 
howe, a ftage which occupied us more than two hours, the road 
having been rendered very heavy by the rains which had fallen on 
the preceding day. In feveral of the towns and villages of Molda- 
Via the inhabitants confift principally of Jews, who are very nume- 
rous in 'every part of the country- The Jewifli females wear a pe- 
culiar head-drefi, with a large pearl ornament hanging at the fide 
of each cheek. From Dorhowe we proceeded, after a Abort flay, to 
Herts ; and thence to the ffcation, near Chernowich, where the di- 
redksr of the counter march refides. It: is there that the quarantine 
is performed, and the pafTports and baggage infpedled, previoufly to 
the entry of travellers into Germany. On our reaching Chernowich 
at one in the afternoon, we waited' on the governor, who was abfent 
for th© moment, and having proceeded to our inn, purchafed a calafh, 
a well known travelling carriage. . Chernowich is a little town of 
Whfh Gallioia, a part of > the torritOTy of Foland, pleafantly fituated 
at- the fide river- Pfuti, The inlipl)itant& are- principally Ger- 

nsans, with a- few Pole^' We qinttecf this ' place- A' feight .in the 
evening, as foon as-our baggago h&d been fit^d in tte carriage ; 
anA midnight arriv'ed''at: Snatten, whea^ w© allowed ourfelves but 

On the i^h;# at 1^- earfyhotnvol'one in-the-' momingj we* quit^< 
ted the ahoWpfejfe^ and-i^'half^pa^ arrived' at* Veno Gratr, or 
Gualdifchi a utiiateddn thermjdfh'of W' 
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fei-tile country. In performing this ftage we had an excellent road. 
Our next ftages, each of which occupied from two hours to two hours 
and a half, were to Kotfmier, Slowmax, Stanitzflaf, and Alich, at 
the latter of which places we arrived at fix in the evening, without 
having met with any remarkable occurrence on our route. The 
country through which we palTed had an appearance of great ferti- 
lity, and abounded in beautiful woodlands. At Alich we faw the 
ruins of a caftle, fituated on an eminence, which had anciently be- 
longed to the kings of Poland. Atfevenin the evening we quitted 
that place for Borflera, whence we proceeded to Knenitch, where 
we arrived at midnight. 

We reached StrClitz at a very early hour on the morning of the 
14thy having made no other flop on the road than that which the 
neceffity of changing horfes required, and arrived at Bobberdah at fire 
o clock, after a haralling journey over a rough and unple'afarit road. 
Our fubfeqitent ft’ages were Davetoffi Linibergi Bartadoff, and Cru- 
tuk, at the latter of which places we dined. The latter part of the 
road, in performing the abotre llages, is highly agreeable, being railed, 
and kept in ex-cellerit repair, tor the diftance of feveral miles it 
Tnns* in a dire® line, with beautifuT trees planted ori each fi(^, 
Tlfi^ part of Poland is flat,- but very ffertile^ and , contains many fee 
aSidieitenfeewiGtodsmf beeches and At Mlf pafi: five in’ the 
afiferhbfe wearrivedat Wilhuey, vTheilce we proceeded to JifofcMfca, 
I/efthmg, POqftgal, •• and Radimno, the lattef of which places WC did 
n0% maeh'feStil ’0«[e in the naoming Of the- 1 5th. 

We pfoeefedeQ’theheeto Trarilfek;vPriJ^k, ^ 

and DinHtzef, at' 
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in the afternoon. Our route led us afterwards to Pilfnoh, and thence 
to Tarnow, a pleafant little town, containing feveral handfome edi- 
fices, and fituated in a fine rural country. In this part the road ftill 
runs in a dired line, and is kept in excellent order. The other ftages 
of this day’s journey were Okenitz and Prefco, which latter ftage 
was not concluded until one in the morning of the 1 6 th. 

The Rages we had to run on that morning were Pofnia, Gidow, 
and Wilifka, the latter fituated in the vicinity of Cracow, or Cra- 
covia. We flopped at this place, and went to one of the diredlors 
of the fait works eflablifhed there. Permiffion having been obtained 
from Baron Verney, the governor of the eflablifhment, we defcended 
the fait pits, in which we fpent three hours. During this interval 
we vifited a confiderable part of the works, which are, however, car- 
ried beneath the ground to fo confiderable an extent, that the pits 
are in depth a' hundred and twenty-three fathoms; and the defcent 
into the different paffages and fubterraneous apartments effeRed 
by the means of ropes attached to wheels worked by horfes. Thefe 
works find employment for nearly leven hundred people, who are 
conftantly engaged in digging and blowing np the rocks of fine fait. 
In addition to a governor and* lieutenant-governor,' there are four di- 
rectors, and an engineer, for their fuperintendance. They are the 
property of the Emperor of Germany. On the tops, and at the fides 
of the paffages" very beautiful cryflallizations of fait are formed, by 
the dripping of the -water : through the fait rock; I brought away 
feveral fpedmehs of thefe; cryflallizatipns; -and was prefent at the 
rprnoval of one. of the :pdlumns ofTalt; which arc afterwards cut into 

r, ^ I ' ^ ’ 

lengths,* and into a figure refembling an egg, for fale. To be brief ;• 
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the fait worlcs of Wiliflca, in Poland, which run beneath nearly half 
the town, may certainly be deemed the fineft in Europe ; and the 
fait extracted from them is of the pureft quality. After having dined 
with Mr. Wolf, the diredlor, we took coffee with Baion Verney, the 
governor, and left Wiliflca at five in the afternoon for Cracow, the 
capital of Poland, where we arrived an hour after. Cracow is a large 
town, walled in and fortified, with a river, Weiffel or Weiffer, run- 
ning near to its gates. It is well knowm that the kings of Poland 
were ufually crowned here. Our next ftages were to Mofelalnii^ 
Iftebnick, and Wadohwich ; and our arrival at the latter place 
brought us to midnight. 

On the morning of the 1 7th, at half pafb three o’clock, we arrived 
at Candy, a town fituated partly in Poland, and partly in Silefia. 
We proceeded from thence to Pelitz, and were now" on the frontiers 
of Auftria. It is a handfome town, containing feveral goo4 build- 
ings, and is fituated on a hill in a very agreeable country. Having 
- quitted this place, we proceeded to Shottau, which has a few decent 
houfes, refembling, however, all thofe to be met with in this part of 
Germany, that is, white- wafhed and low built. Inftead of tiles, they 
are covered by fquares of wood, which in a little time acquire a dark 
colour, and give the roofs the appearance of being flated. '' In their 
lhape thefe houfes refemble foraewhat thofe of China, It being the 
feaft of Pentecoft, or Whitfuntide, the inhabitants were, on our ar- 
rival, hufied in preparing for the proceffion which was to take place; 
and the various utenfils employed at the mafs, together with the 
decorations of the chapels, were fixe^ on the walls in jth§ fqrm of 
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altars, furmounted by branches of the cyprels and other trees. The 
inhabitants of Silefia are a diftindl people, having a language peculiar 
to themfelves. The country has a cheerful afpedf, but is not fo fer- 
tile as Roland. The women wear red or black ftockings, which, 
being plaited, make their legs appear uncommonly large. In, front 
of a fhort petticoat, which does not reach below the kneesj they 
wear a fliort blue apron ; and on the head a. piece of white cotton, 
or linen, bound round as a handkerchief. About nine in the. morn- 
ing, we quitted Shottau, and proceeded to Tilhen, where, we faw, 
on our arrival, the proceffion of the hoR, attended by an immenie 
coiicourfe of people, in their beft attire. The milita,ry, w.ere drawn 
out to fire afalute, and. the flreets ffcrewed with grals^,^ the pafikge 
of the hoft, which was carried, by the principal rnagiftrates. At two 
in the afternoon w.e arrived at- Freduk, which is, as well as the- pre- 
ceding glace, an agreeable little' town, containing feveraj good-buildr 
ings. This part of the country, is highly agreeable; and the pofir 
tions.offevcral of the towns, and villages- are rendered csbarmingiy ■ 
pi(fturefque hy.fine and extenfivc woods, and' plantations: of. pines, 
firs, and dther. trees* We were. detajne.d/ at, Freduk untifhftlf pafr 
four o’cldcR by. an. accident - w%h, be^el one ■ 0$ the Viheels of. our 
carriage. * Having replaced this wheel by a^more folidonev we pro^. 
needed f to . Nei^ifchencj a large and well built, town, provided with. 
a ,fortie^^ -^hich we reached atkfeyenin .the.- evening.) , In the centre • 
of this towin as.weh' as..^,faVeraliothers-th?ough', which we.pajfed, 
there. IS a large, fqnaxe^ furrounded* by. comnaedims . and wehrbdlf 
houfes, heneath.wlnchv^ei.pi^zas> witblknpaihntheiale of idificrent. 

, I , ^ ' I 1 ' 
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merchandizes. Under the piazzas the inhabitants have a ilicltcied 
promenade in wet weather. We quitted the above place, and 
reached Weiikerk a little before midnight. 

At two in the morning of the 18 th w'e paffed through a refpea- 
able town called Lytnitflz, and between the hours of three and four 
reached our fivR ftage, Refaugefs, having paffed over a very hilly and 
heavy road, in the midft of a violent ftorm, accompanied by thunder 
and lightning, hioin this place w'c proceeded to Oltmitz, a large, 
well built, and fortified town, which has, how'ever, but an lncon~ 
fiderable trade. Our fubfequent ftages, on this day’s journey, were 
Profhitz, Wifchau, Polbrzltz, Brinn, a large and populous fortified 
town, provided w'lth a citadel, and containing fcvcral handfbine 
buildings ; Clay, Marihcif, Nivolfcopurg, and Porfdorf. 

We were no-w approaching Vienna, having fix Rages only to per- 
form. On the Hjth we paffed fucccffivciy through Wilferfdorf, 
Girnerfdorf, Wulnerfdorf, Crizerfdorfl and Tarmerfdorf, making at 
each of thefe places the neceffary halt to change horfes, and at eleven 

in the morning were fefcly arrived in the capital of the Imperial 
dominions. ,, . ■ 

Having procured a lackey to accompany me, and point out what 
w^as moft deferving of notice at Vienna, I paid a vifit to Mr. Stewart, 
fecretary of legation, and left a letter of recommendation from Mr. ■ 
Stratton to the Britifli minifter, Mr. Paget. I dined with feverai 
Engllfia gentlemen, at the Augarten, the falooft of which i$ veiyi.,: 
handfome> and- the garden^ prettily laid out and embelliffed. 
went afterwards toC'^he prater, ^or' pron^dnade, 

^8' (St. ' ■ 
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■where a great number of people of all ranks and claffes were alTcm- 
bled. We fpent the evening at the imperial theatre. 

Do6lor Carro, a phyfician of celebrity at Vienna, to whom I had 
an introduction, was at this time engaged in the praClice of the vac- 
cine inoculation, and informed me, on my paying him a morning’s 
vifit, on the 21 ft, that he had had five hundred cafes, all of which 
bad been attended wdth the moil complete fuccefs. In the after- 
noon I vifited the cathedral church of St. Stephen, a very neat and 
compaCl building, A party was made in the evening for the Wid- 
den theatre, fituated without the town, where the French opera of 
Alcefte was well performed. The price of admiffion to this theatre, 
which is a very handfome edifice, is one florin only, a much more 
reafonable rate, of entrance than at our theatres. 

On the 22d I went to the church of St. Michael, and thence to 
the imperial library, a very fine building, containing a commodious 
fuite of apartments, fupplied, it is fald, with upwards of two hundred 
thoufand volumes, comprehending the moft rare books in every lan- 
guage. Adjacent to the great hall there is a reading-room, which is 
opened daily at certain hours to the public : an individual can have 
theufeof any book within this room. I proceeded thence to the 
menage, where every one ‘is at liberty to enter and ride at certain 
hours. In the evening I vifited the imperial theatre, or, as it is 
ftyled. Theatre de la Cour, where an Italian opera was performed, and 
followed by a ballet. Like all the German theatres, this edifice has 
a very gloomj^ appearance, on account of the want of lights withla- 
fide. 
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Colonel Holloway and Major Hope, having anived at Vienna in 
the' courfc of the preceding night, I dined in their company on the 
23d with Mr. Paget, the Britifli minifler, atDibling, a fmall village 
near Vienna, very plcafingly fituated at the fide of the Danube. The 
party was entirely Englifli. In the evening ve w'ent to the theatre 
to Ice an Italian opera. 

On the 24th I vilited the library and beautiful and choice cabinet 
of medals. I was Ihown feveral very ancient manuferipts, and rolls 
of papyrus. Among the books of antique date were an edition of the 
Pfalms in Gothic charadters, printed at Mentz in 14.5/, and Pliny’s 
Natural Hiftory, printed at Venice on vellum in 1 408. I accom- 
panied Dr. Carro in the afternoon to the general hofpital, a very 
extenlive building, kept in the bcR order. In the evening I w'ent 
to the Widden theatre to fee the performance of Richard Coeur de 
Lion. 

On the morning of the 25th I vilited the cabinet of natural hif- 
tory, which contains a very fine and extenfive colledlion of minc- 
rglogy. Dr. Gall, a phyfician at Vienna, in a party this day, at 
which I was prefent, gave a lingular opinion on the brain and its 
fundlions, in which he broached a new but dangerous dodlrine. Iq 
expatiating on the fundlions of this organ, he argued the polHbility 
of difeovering the various inclinations and capacities by the flrudlure 
of the fkull, and by its elevations and depreffions. In doing this, he 
dwelt on the important truths and conclufions which would refult 
from the eftablifiiinent of fuch a doarine, to the manifefl: advantage 
of medicine, morals, education, legillation, &c. together with the 
promotioia of a more pcrfcdl knowledge , of mankindSn general. Ija 

^ 3 Q 2 
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laying down the principles which he was deiirous to apply to future 
obfer\ ations, he advanced, firft, that capacities and inclinations are 
innate in man and brutes : fccondly, that thejfe capacities and incli- 
nations are leated in the brain : and laftly, that both the capacities 
and inclinations being cilentially different from and independent of 
each other, they muft confequently originate in different parts of the 
brain, between which there is. a like independence. 

On the 26th Ivifitcd the hofpital of the infane, called /a Tour drs 
Foux, at Pfcoifau, In this lofty and capacious building between two 
and three hundred perfbns of both lexes are confined, in apartments 
kept in' the nkefl: order. An anecdote is recorded of the ■ Emperor 
Jofeph the fecond, that having caufed an apartment to be fitted up 
for himfelf at the top of this tower, or building, to enjoy the advan- 
tage of a fine and extenfive profpedt, one of the inmates attacked him 
in a farcaftic epigram, inferibed on the wall. It is well known that 
this Emperor indulged in many extraordinary fancies and wild fpe- 
culations ; and accordingly the attack was couched in the following 
words, in the form of an epitaph :— •« Wc jacet JofepMs Seemdm, 

hie prithus, uhiquefeeundusT' 

On the 27th I vifited the imperial palace at ^combrun, a veiy 
fuperb building, ftanding in a delightful fituation, and embellifhed 
by beautiful walks, gardens, fountains, ftatues, grottoes, and pleafure- 
groutids, all open to the public. I w'as conduced to the menagerie, 
and thence to tfie obfervatory, which affords a fine and extenfive 
view of V"iedna and its environs. On my way to Scombrun I entered 
a church at the '^(‘iliage' of Herrals, wljqre I whs fhewn the model of 

the fepulchreof^ur ' Saviour at Jetufak with other curiofities of 
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a fimilar kind. Having feen the original fepulchre, it was not diffi- 
cult for me to afcertain that the model was deftitute of all refem- 
blance. 

Having dined at Schombrun, I made an excurfion to Dornbach, 
a very agreeable and rural feat, which had been the reiidence of the 
late Field-marffial Lacy. It was open to the public, as is indeed the 
cafe with all the imperial buildings. This indulgence renders an 
abode at Vienna very agreeable. 

On the 28 th I vifited the arfenal, in the armoury of which the 
fmall arms, in very confiderable numbers, are prettily and fancifully 
arranged. I went afterwards to view the very extenfive colledlion 
of fine pidlures, upwards of thirteen hundred, many of them the 
produdions of .the mofl celebrated mafiers, at Belvidere ; but was 
prevented, by want of time, from infpeding them with a due atten- 
tion. Having made an arrangement with Colonel Holloway and 
M^or Hope to quit Vienna on the following morning, I took up my 
refidence at their inn, to be prepared for an early departure. 

The ffiort Ray which I made at Vienna prevents me from attempt- 
ing a more circumfiantial account of this city and the environs, 
which are. well worthy the notice of travellers. The inhabitants are 
extremely hofpitable; and the ncceffary articles of life arc at mode- 
rate prices. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

JOUETSTEY THROUGH GERMANY— LINTZ — GLANDULAR. SWELLINGS— DRESS 

OP THE WOMEN IN BAVARIA HOUSES EATISBON — FRANCONIA 

DRESS OF THE FEMALE PEASANTS WURTZBURG THE PALACE CITA- 
DEL AND BRIDGE ESSELBACH — ESCHAFFENBERG DETTINGEN HA- 

NAU FRANKFORT KOENIGSTEIN SELTZER WATER LIMBOURG 

DOWZ DUSSELDORP SEAT OP THE PRINCE PALATINE DRESS OF THE 

PEASANTS — DUYSBOURG — WESEL ARNHEIM — ROADS IN HOLLAND 

PACE OP THE COUNTRY AND CULTIVATION UTRECHT ROTTERDAM 

HELVOETSLUYS — ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND. 

the 29 th of June we quitted Vienna at half paft five In the 
morning, and at eight o’clock arrived at Burkerfdof, whence, 
without lofs of time, we proceeded to the fecond ffcage, Sichartflilr- 
chen, which we reached at half pafl ten o’clock. Our route was over 
a very delightful country, abounding in w'oods, Hoping hills, and well 
cultivated vallies planted with corn. Our next ftages condudled us to 
Perfchling, St. Polten, and Molk, at the latter of -which places 
there is a fine benedidtine convent, moft opulently endowed. We 
arrived there about fix in the evening, and halted for the night. 
Daring , this day’s journey we made a progrefs of about fifty-fix 
miles." 

We left Kfolk at five in the morning of the 30th, and at half paffc 
feven arrived at' Kemmetsaclc, by good roads, which led over a very 

’finc'aBd fertile country, ' We proceeded thence^ hj dired ftages^ to 
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Amllatten, Strlngberg, Ens, and finally to Lintz, a fmall, but hand- 
fome and well-built town, which we reached at fix in the evening, 
and halted for the night. I noticed that in this part of the country- 
glandular tumours in the throat were very common among the wo- 
men. 

On the ifl: of July we performed four ftages, in the courfe of 
which nothing particular occurred. We quitted Lintz in the 
morning, at the ufual early hour, and having fuccellively {topped at 
the polls of EfFerding, Beyerbach, and Sigardlng, arrived at Schard- 
ing at three in the afternoon, halting there for the night. We 
were now about to quit the Auftrian territory, and to enter on that 
of Bavaria. 

We fet out from Scharding, on the 2d, at half pail five in the 
morning, and arrived at Villlioven, in the Bavarian territory, at 
eleven o’clock. In this part of the country the drefs of the females, 
which confifts of a fable garment, and a very large round black hat, 
appeared to us very fingular. W^e arrived at Plathing at an early 
hour in the afternoon, w'hen we defifted, for that day, from the fur- 
ther profecution of our journey. 

Nothing can exceed in rlchnefs and luxuriance the Auftrian ter- 
ritory through which we pafled after our quitting Vienna : not an 
acre of uncultivated land w^as to be feen. In Bavaria the foil is not 
fo good, nor are the dwellings of the inhabitants equally refpedlable. 
They are conftrudled of wood, with fmall cabin windows. The 
Bavarians are a healthy, robuft, and well looking people. 

At five in the morning of the sd we left Plathing, and in purfuing 
our route to Ratifbon, where w^e arrived at half paii twelve o’clock, 
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palTed through the Rages of Straubing, and Pfaver. Ratifbon, the 
capital of Bavaria, is a fortified town fituated on the bank of the 
Danube. The furrounding country is level, and produces much 
corn, together with an inconfiderable quantity of hops. The roads 
in general, on the Bavarian territory, are excellent. On our 
reaching Ratifbon we waked on Mr. Oakley, the Eritifli minifter, 
who was abfent at the moment, but who called on us in the 
evening at our inn. 

On our departure from Ratifbon, early in the morniiig of the 4th, 
we crofTed and quitted the Danube. It was near eight o’clock 
before we reached. Schambac, by a heavy and uneven .road; and were 
detained there until half paft ten by the crazy condition of our car- 
nages, which required fome time to repair. The roads were Rill 
rough and bad, which prevented us from reaching the next Rage. 
TifTwan, until noon. The face of the country, however, began to 
improve. Our fubfequent Rages were Tenning and Pofbour, the 
latter of which we reached in the afternoon. 

Our iiage from Pofbour to Fcucht, on the morning of the ,5th, 
was oV i, heavy and fandy road whihb paffed through eettenfivi 
woods of fe and pines, . We bad now i entered Erapeonia, where 
the drefi of the female peafants differs effentially from that of the 
Bavtfan women of the fame clafs. The petticoat is worn of a 

.greafe^ength,, and infleadofth^Iarge and clumfy black felt hat. 
they Wdata hght ohe. rf ftmw, which, combined .with the other 

"^ith high ,wqll-..tilea, , 

iTiabl?.6hds Towards the Rrect.^ .At-b^lp^fiefix ! 


The boufeS 
'afid ' .with 
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o’clock we left Feuclit for Nuremberg, a large and well-built for- 
tified town. In performing the next ftage we pafiTed through Firtz, 
diftant five miles from the latter place, a fmali but neat town, very 
pleafmgly fituated in a fiat and fertile corn country. From Forn- 
back, our next ftage, we proceeded to Emfkiiken, and thence to 
Eangerfeld and Pollenheim, the latter bringing us to our evening’s 
halt. 

’The firft ftdge from Poflenheim to Ritzmg, we performed on the 
morning of the 6th. The country is rich, and abounds in corn fields 
and vineyards. The road to Wurtzburg pafies through a fine open 
country, the gently ftoping hills being laid out in vineyards and 
fields of corn. Wurtzburg is a fortifie'd town, very plcafingly fituated 
in a rich valley. It is the feat of an univerfity ; and, in addition to 
its very handfome cathedral, contains ftveral fine churches. The 
palace of the Prince of Wurtzburg is, a^cry fuperb building. In 
this place, which contains about ten thoufand inhabitants, there are 
many handfome edifices belonging to the more opulent individuals. 
The citadel is on theoppofite fide of the river, w'hich we crofied by 
a fine bridge, and arrived at Rolbrun by excellent roads and 
through a charming country, which has a great refcrablance to 
Poland. From Rofbnin we proceeded to Eflelbach, over good roads 
which led through a hilly country. We arrived there at half paft 
three in the afternoon, and as we could not obtain horfes to take us 
forward, were obliged to remain there for the night. 

We quitted Eflelbach on.the 7th, aj^ five in the morning i'and 
proceeded to Rofirbum and Eflebaffenburg, a' tirefonw j(^ey" pve» 
.rough and bad s^oads, in a hilly fomtory, planted 
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beech, through which our road led. Being obliged to wait for 
horfes at the latter of thcfe places, we dined at the Three Crowns 
Inn, where we paid a moll: extravagant charge. We arrived at Det- 
tingen at two in the afternoon; and at half paift four reached Hanau, 
an agreeable, neat, and well-built town, which contains a cathe- 
,dral church, and feveral handforae public edifices. It belongs to 
the principality of Hefic, and is regularly fortified. The foil in 
the vicinity of this place is fandy, and produces fine crops of corn,, 
potatoes, and other vegetables. The roads leading to and from 
the town are delightful, having on each fide rows of trees regularly 
planted. Thefe avenues are very long, and alFord a charming prof- 
ped, as well as an agreeable flfade. 

On quitting Hanau to proceed to Frankfort, we pafied near the 
palace of the Prince of Hefle, very agreeably fituated to the left of 
the town. The road to the latter place is kept in excellent order, 
and pafles through a let^el country, well cultivated, and the foil of 
which is very rich. On our arrival, at feven in the evening, we took 
up our abode at the White Hart, a good and commodious inn. 
Frankfort is feated upon the river Main, and is a fortified town, 
containing about forty thoufand inhabitants. The firrects are well 
, paved and clean, and the buildings handibme. The garrifon con* 
fills of about three hundred Heffians. Frankfort has long been dif- 
tingulfiicd by its very extenfive commerce, as well as by the fairs 
which are reibrted to by merchants and dealers of every nation in 
Europe. ,T.h,e- inhabitants this place ..and of Hanau have a great 
urefemblance, kj, their drels and general appearance, to the Englifli. 

We "were bufied on the 8th, in making qur arrangements, and in • 
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putting our carriages into a Rate of repair, to fet out for Cologn on 
the following morning. We had hefitatcd whether we faould" pro- 
ceed thither bj land or w'atcr ; the former mode was, however, con- 
fidered as the moft eligible. 

On the 9th, at five in the morning, we quitted Frankfort, and 
arrived at Koenigfiein at eight o’clock. The fiift part of the road 
13 fandy; but on approaching the above place it becomes hard and 
rockj. Adjacent to the town w-e faw, on an elevated and rocky 
ground, the remains of a fortrefs, W’hich about five years before had 
been befieged and taken by the Fiench, who had blown up the 
caffle and works, and dtftroyed the greater part of the houfes of the 
place, which belongs to the piincipality of Mentz. At noon wc 
arrived at Wurges, a poor village in the province of Wcftphalia, after 
a journey over rough and heavy roads, interfeaing a hilly and woody 
country, abounding in oaks, pines, firs, and beeches. Having quitted 
Wurges, we paired, at the end of an hour and a half, the celebrated 
fpnng which fupphes the Seltzer water, fo denominated from the 
adjacency of this fpring to .the place which bears that name. ' We 
flopped at a neighbouring village, and drank a bottle of the w^ater 
mixed with rhenifla wine, it did raot appear to me to be fo agree’ 
able to the palate as the artificial water made in imitation of it by 
a philofophical procefs. It is fold in long ftone bottles, containing 

from three pints to two quarts, one of which coft fix krlitzcrs; but 
the water, without the bottles, bears half that price only. ^¥e were 
informed that this fpring is at prefent the property of the Prince of ' 
Orange, who, we were alfo told, had paid it a vifit bn tl,e- day- pre- 
ceding our arrival. At- that time it was let to a , prftatc ''individual ' 
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for a year. I Ihould have mentioned that a building is erefted over 
it, and that it is conftantly guarded by a centinel. The peafants and 
laborious dalles in the neighbourhood drink the water, as a coolino' 
and refrelbing beverage, in lieu of beer or wine. In other cafes it is 
blended with the latter of thefe liquors as a common drink. The 
women of Seltzer carry it on their heads in bottles for fale. The 
foil in the neighbourhood of the Ipring is a reddilh earth, mixed with 
Hate. 

At three in the afternoon we arrived at Limbourg, where we halted 
for the night. Notwithftanding this is one of the principal towns of 
Weftphalia, the houfes are, very indifferent, and the ftreets very- 
narrow. It is lituated in a flat country, and adjacent to it there is an 
extenfive manufadory of potters ware, in which the bottles contain- 
ing the Seltzer water are made. 

We quitted Limbourg on the loth, at half paft five in the morn- 
mg; and at eight o’clock arrived at Gubroth. In performing this 
ftage we palTed through a fine corn country, embellifhed by wood- 
lands and lawns. Our next ftage brought us to Frelingen by a very 
rough and bad road leading through a hilly and rocky country 
abounding in woods. At this place the habitations are wretched 
cabins, built of laths and mud, and quartered. The buildings in 
general, in this part of the country, are much inferior thofe we 
had piet with in Auftria, and even in Franconia and Bavaria. There 
is at thp fame time a greater proportion of uneukivated lands. , The 
woods conlift,/for the greater paitt, of oaks ahd beechesj Bye is the 
jdefcriptiofi bYgifain naore p^ticalariy cultivked ; and of this bre^d 
^ for very has an unpfeafant 
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tafle to thofe who arc not accullomed to its ufe, but Is held in great 
cfteem by the inhabitants, who give it to their horfes on the road, 
when they flop to bait and water. At half paft one o’clocli w'e ar- 
rived at Walmerode by an old negledled chauffee, fo uneven and 
roefcy as to render our travelling very haraffing and painful. We 
patted through a woody country abounding in corn. Our laft llage 
this day was to Weyerfbach, where we arrived at half paft four in 
the afternoon, after having paffed over a bad road fimilar to that of 
the preceding ftage. Our carriages had fuffered fo much by the de- 
plorable condition of the roads we had latterly met with, that at 
this place it became abfolutely neceffary to repair them. 

We left Weyerfbach on the 1 ith at a very early hour, and arrived 
fucceffively at Echerot and Seigbourg, the latter of which places we 
reached at ten o’clock. The roads were ftill rough and uneven, but 
in fome degree improved. The intermediate country is hilly, and 
abounds in woods and commons, with large tradsof land cultivated 
in corn. In the vicinity of Seigbourg, the land flattens : clofe to 
the town there is, however, a rugged hill, having on its fommlt an 
extenfive monaftery. The town, which is of Inconfiderable extent, 
is furrounded by a wall, and is very indifferently built. We quitted 
it at half paft ten in the morning, and at three in the afternoon at- 
rived at Douz, by a tolerably gpod road, which led oyer a level coun- 
try, having a loofe and fandy foil. W^e halted therefor the night. 

It having been recommended to us to take the route to Rotter- 
dam, by Duffeldorf, in preference to that of Calais by ColOght,;; we 
left Douz on. the 1 2th at fix in , the iSorning. The latter is 4: fmall 
town, containing a few neat buildings, fituated 00, iti^ht bdnk ©f 
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the Rhine, immediately oppofite to Cologn, which appeared, from 
the diftant view we had of it, to be a very fine and ertenfive place. 
At nine o’clock we arrived at Langcnficld, fituated in an agiccable 
and open level country, which fupplies ample harvefis of fine clover, 
oats, and buck wheat. We fct out from this place, after a feort ftay, 
and arrived at DulTeldorf at noon. On our route thither wc flopped 
at the feat of the Prince Palatine, called Bcndrad, a very beautiful 
fpot. The country through which we palled has an open farface, 
and is well cultivated, principally in corn lands. The town of Duf- 
feldorf, fituated on the right bank of the Rhine, contains a few 
good buildings, and was formerly a fortified place. The greater part 
of the houfes are conftruded of red bricks, and tiled over. Durin-^ 
our ftay at this place we met with General Harold, by birth an 
Irifiiman, w'ho had been forty years in the fcrvice of Auflria. He 
informed us that during the late war, when the French befieued and 
took the place, they deftroyed both the palace and the works. Wc 
faw the remains of the latter, in the ruinous condition in w'hich they 
were left. We proceeded from Dufleldorf to Duyfbourg. The 
drefs of the pcafants, who wear a blue frock, has a great refemblance 
to that of the Enghfli peafants. The breed of cows, fpotted black 
and white, is large and beautiful. We faw but few flieep, of a fmall 
breed, but prettily fliaped. 

■At this place the luggage' Is examined to prevent the paffage of 
^ny , thing contraband; but we extricated ourfelves from the incon- 
iv:enience that would have attended a fearch, by a prefbnt of a feyv 

florins. The town contains a<few good buildings, and is furrounded' 

: by a de jcl, enclolbd country. 
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We left DuyfLourgatfivein the morning of the 13th, and at the 
diftance of about two miles croffed the river Ruhr, w'hich empties 
itfcif into the Rhine. T he roads were extremely heavy and fandv, 
infomuch that we did not reach Wezel until ten o’clock. Notwith- 
llanding this part of the country is enclofed, w'e met with much un- 
cultivated land in the courfe of this Rage. Wezel is a fmall but 
neat frontier town. The ftreets are well paved, and have on each fide 
a row of fine trees. We were detained there three hours by a want 
of horfes; and after having palTcd over a ^ery heavy and fimdy 
road, arrived at Reis at half pafi: four in the afternoon. In this part 
the country is enclofed, and is highly produRive in corn. The gar- 
dens belonging to the inhabitants are prettily laid out, and are kept 
in the niceft order. The houfes are fmall, but neatly fitted, and are 

conftrudied of red bricks, and tiled, with the gable ends towards the 
Rrcct. 

We were detained on the 1-ith, by the want of horfes, until nine 

0 clock, when we proceeded on our journey. At the middle of the 
Rage the poRilllons halted to bait the horfes, which was, according to 
the cuRom of the country, done by giving them dices of rye-bread, 

01 which they arc remarkably fond, and afterwards a drink of water. 
At half paR eleven we pafled near the fmall town of-Emerick, and 
an hour after were immediately oppofite to Cleves on the other bank 
of the ri\er. The load is good; and the country through which 
it paffes enclofed. T'he foil, which -is of a loofe, fandy texture, 
fupphes abundant crops of barley and oats. At one o’clock w’e 
reached Eltam, a fmall but neat town, at which we Ropped to take 
refrernments. We paffed afterwards through d 'fmall town cailed 
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Seven ; and at half paft five in the afternoon crofTed a bridge of 
boats thrown over the Iflel. We w'ere now within the limits of the 
Dutch territory ; and in the fpace of half an hour arrived at Arn- 
heim, where we took up our quarters for the night. In the coiirfe of 
this day’s journey the roads were in general good, but in fome places 
rather heavy. The country through which we paffed is level, en- 
clofed, and produces abundance of corn. The entrance to Arnheim 
is very agreeable ; and the works kept in good repair. The town is 
remarkably neat, and the ftreets paved, rounded, and kept very clean. 
The houfes, which are built of brick and tiled over, have a very‘ncat 
and compact appearance. 

The town of Arnheim is pleafantly fituated on the right bank of the 
Rhine, near to which there are feveral fine Hoping hills, to the right 
of the town, covered with beautiful woods and groves. With the- 

exception of thefe hills the furrounding country is flat, and divided 

into finall encio lures. The breed of large and fine horfes, commonly 
called the Flanders breed, is employed here, as it is in many parts of 
Germany, for the team and the plough. The dairies produce ex- 
cellent butter and cheefe. The milk-women carry the milk on 
their Ihoulders in large brafs vefTcis, which arc kept remarkably clean 
and bright. 

On the 15fh in the morning we quitted Arnheim at half pafl: five 
o clock,, and Were much gratified on our way by the extreme neat- 
nefs of the ciHtiyated grounds, which furnifhed a ftrong evidence of 
the ability and iaduftry of die agriculturifts^ The neat andcom- 
padl appearanc-^ of the Dutch houfes and gardens, together with the 
plai^ deceiit dr.efs of the inhabitants, furpaffed, with refpedl tockap- 
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Imefs and propriety, all that we had before feen on our route. The 
roads m Holland, leading along the dams, or caufeways, are excellent. 
Nothing can be urged againfl; them, unlefs it be their narrownefs, 
which requires fbme caution and circumfpe<flion, as w’dl as an ex- 
treme fobriety, on the part of the drivers. This is a fine country 
for corn and graffesj and here the willows grow in abundance, with 
an extraordinary luxuriance. At the fame time that woods are no 
where to be met with, there Is not any deficiency of timber ; and 
accordingly we met on our route with a confiderable number of aflies, 
poplars, elms, and afpens, together with a few oaks. To this lift 
may be added an abundance of apple and w^alnut trees. 

Fruits of every defeription known in Europe, are, as well as the 
^ different vegetable produdlions, in equal plenty ; and it may be faid 
'with truth, that few countries are better fupplied with the more ef- 
fential articles of life than Holland. In the village gardens, and 

grounds adjoining to the dwellings, the tobacco plant is cultivated 
with-great fuccefs. 

We halted at half paft feven o’clock, to enable the horfes to bait : 
they were fed with bread in the fame way as before noticed. Having 
profecuted our journey, we arrived at a fmall houfe, direaiy oppo- 
fite to Rhenen, an inconfiderable town on the right bank of the 
Rhine, furrounded, however; with fine vineyards. At this place we 
had to crofi the river in a flat boat, or ferry, kept exprefsly there, to 
conwy paflengers,,and their carriages and luggage, to the other fide. 
Having quitted, by this conveyance, the left bank, and again 
.forward on our route, wo foon after paffed hear the Oittle but neat 

* 3 s 
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town of Arneron, embeliifhed by avenues of fine elms and oaks, and 
furrounded by groves and agreeable w'alks. No country could be 
more pleafmg than that through which we were now paffing ; and 
in fpite of the emotions we felt on a recollcilion of the charming ro- 
mantic fcenery, and picTurefque views of Auftria, ftill we could not 
help regarding Holland as the land of real comfort and delight to 
the traveller. At half pall one we arrived at Vag Doulled, a 
fmall town, which we merely Ikirted in pafifing, ’and took fome re- 
frelhment in the luburb, while the horles were baiting. At half pall 
five in the afternoon we arrived at Utrecht, where we repofed after 
our fatigues. The Ipring of one of our carriages having been 
broken; it W'as necelTary to put it in a good condition for the 
following day. 

Utrecht is a large and handlbme town, containing many good 
buildings, the lludied and uniform neatnels of which mull attradl the 
admiration of every palTenger. In the centre of each of the' llreets 
a canal runs, on which velTels and boats are conllantly navigating,' 
for traffic and plealure. On each fide of thele canals a row of fine 
trees, nicely triinmed, is planted ; and' over, them bridges are thrown 
at convenient dillances, to condud the palTengers from the one fide 
of the llreet to the other. This arrangement has a very agreeable 
effed, to which the cleanlinefs of the llreets, carefully paved on each 
fide, contributes not a little. We were lodged at the hotel called 
the neyv callle on the Gaufenmarkt. The landlord of this hotel fpeaks 
Englilh ; and did not, as we had Ibme realon to- apprehend, make us 
pay for the tr<^ble he had taken to acquire this knowledge of a fo^- 
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reign tongue. His charges were moderate; and he treated us befides 
with great civility. 

On the lOth, at half paft five in the morning, we quitted Utrecht, 
the works of which attradled our notice on paffing without the gates. 
They were in the nlcefl: order ; as were alfo the roads, which led 
through avenues of fine chefnuts and elms, affording cool and fhady 
walks in the warm feafon. Boats filled with paffengers and mer- 
chandizes are drawn by horfes ftationed on the banks of the canals, 
and are thus conveyed to and from the town. In this way the in-, 
habitants are enabled to travel at a cheap and eafy rate, and to reach 
the other canals, by which the Batavian territory is every where in- 
terfeded. Our road paffed along the bank of one of thefe canals, at 
the fide of which we noticed feveral neat and pretty villas, belong- 
ing to the inhabitants of Utrecht, wdth gardens laid out in the nicefi: 
tafte and order. The fmalleft and pooreft cottage which w’c met 
with on our route, difplayed an air pf cheerfulnefs and neatnefs 
which announced the comparatively cafy and comfortable condition, 
of the humble Inmates to whom it furnifhed an afyium. In this 
part of Holland the lands for the greater part are laid out in pafturage. 
There is, however, a partial produce of wheat, barley, and oats, to- 
gether with peas, vetches, clover, and hay. The harvefts of hay and 
barley were at this time, juft commenced; but the ripening of the, 
wheat and oats ftill appeared to require two or thtee weeks. 

We halted on our way to bait the horfes; and between eight and 
nine o’clock pafled through a frnall town called Ahwahter, the works 
and buildings of which were in the fame admirable order vvjth thqfc,, 

^ 3 S 2 
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we had hitherto fecn in our route through a confiderable part of 
Holland. Every thing, in fliort, announced the profperity of the 
inhabitants; and in every dwelling cheerfulnefs and tranquillity ap- 
peared to refide. Hitherto the roads, on this day’s journey, were 
excellent, and planted with fine avenues of trees. At nine o’clock 
we arrived at Aftracht, a fmali village, where we baited our horfes. 
Every part of the country being interfeded by dykes, or canals, it 
was curious to obferve, that almoR every houfe iituated without 
the towns or villages, being furrounded and enclofed by water, was 
provided with a bridge placed before the entrance. Near the great 
towns draw-bridges are employed for this purpofe. At ten o’clock 
■we paired through Terchoh, a fmall and neat town,' Handing in a 
delightful fituation. The fronts of the houfes, which are well built, 
and in nice order, are lhaded with trees ; and in the middle of the 
Hreets there are canals, with bridges thrown over them, Rmilar to 
thofe I have already defcribed. On leaving this place we entered on 
an excellent road, paved with Dutch clinkers, and having at each 
fide a row of beautiful elms. This road, we were told by our pof- 
tlllions, would condua us to Rotterdam, a dlHance of ten miles, 
without any variation in its embellilhments, and in the fame perfed 
Hate of repair. At half paH ten o’clock we pafled through a fmall 
town, confining of one principal Hrect only; but which, for the 
neatnefs and cleanlinefs both oC the dwellings and inhabitants,, ex- ' 
ceeded all that we had feen before. At eleven o’clock we halted tO 
bait our horfes,. and take refrefhments ; and again fet forward at 
noon. In apprtmching Rotterdam, the paHure-grounds are excel- 
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lent, and are filled with cattle of the Flemifli breed, fuch as I have 
already noticed. We entered the fuburbs, and were furprifed at the 
neatnefs, and even elegance, of the buildings, each of which has a 
draw-bridge in its front. The gardens are laid out with great tafte, 
and prettily embellilhed. We reached Rotterdam at one o’clock, 
and took up our abode for the remainder of the day, and fot the 
night, at the hotel called the Boor’s Head, a good houfe, where 
Englifh is Ipoken. Rotterdam is a charming town, which con- 
tains about fixty thoufand inhabitants, who, in common with thofe 
of all the Dutch towns, are fenfible of the error into which they 
fell, when they Iblicited and favoured an alliance wdth the French. 
They will, indeed, have long to regret their dearly bought expe- 
rience. 

With the exception of a fliort route to the fea-fide, I had now 
completed my tour through Holland, with which I could not be 
otherwife than highly gratified. It is beyond a controverly, that 
the Dutch towns and dwellings are iuperlor, in the eflential qualities 
of neatnels and cleanlinels, to thofe of any other country ; and of 
the juftnefs of this remark, which has been fo often made, w'e had 
the fullefl:, evidence at every place through which we pafled. The 
drefs of the inhabitants of a fuperior clafs, and of the tradefpeople, 
refembles, by its unadorned fimplicity, that of the Englilli quakers. 
To conclude : — Since my departure from Great Britain, I had not 
feen any country in which I could have refided fb cheerfully, and 
with fo much pleafurc, as in Holland. I am fenfible, that in hazard- 
ing' this opinion I am not ifi ffcridl accordance with the definition 
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which a great authority. Sir William Temple, has given of that 
country.*' 

On the 17 th, at feven in the morning, we embarked in a Dutch 
paffage-boat for Helvoetfluys ; but as it blew a frefli gale from the 
weftward, with fhowery and uncertain weather, we were not able 
to reach our deftination, within fix miles of which we were landed 
at ten o’clock. Having procured carriages, we arrived at Helvoet- 
fluys at noon. The country through which we pafTed is flat, and 
every where interfedled with dykes. It is cultivated in corn, flax, 
clover, &c. 

On our arrival, we found the Diana, an Englifli packet. Captain 
Stewart, ready to fail, but waiting for a favourable wind. Under 
thefe circumftances we took up our refidence at the Englifh, hotel, 
-where we were detained for the two following days. 

Hielvoetfluys is a poor, but fortified town. An extenfive bafin, 
or dock, was, at the time of our arrival, under repair ; and in the 
harbour were lying two fine fliips of w^ar refcently built. 

On the 20th, the weather being more moderate than it had been 
for fome time paft, we were called early in the morning, and having 
embarked, failed at feven o clock. The wind, which was north- 
weft, not being favourable, we were under the neceffity of making 

* This definition, which is Angular, and replete with aphorifins, is as follows : 

« Holland is a country where the earth is better than the air, and profit more in re- 
“ quell than honour. Where there is more fenfe than wit ; more good nature than 
good humour; and more wealth than pleafure. Where a man would chufe rather 
“ to travel than to live ; lliall find^more things to obferve than to defire ; and more 
“ perfons to efteun than to love.” 
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fhort tacks ; but, by the help of the tide, were clear of the flats at 
ten o’clock. Thefe flats, or fand-banks, are very numerous, and at- 
tended with much hazard. 

On the moriiing of the 2 iff, the wind having become more fa- 
vourable, from the eafl-fouth-eaft, land was defcried on the larboard 
quarter, at nine o’clock, by the feaman at the maft-head ; and at 
half paft ten we were gladdened by the view of what our captain 
announced to us to be Orfordnefs. At three in the afternoon we 
anchored at Harwich, where we immediately landed. I fliall not 
undertake to defcribe the fenfations I fe4 when I fet off to rejoin my 
family, after fo long an abfence ; nor fliall I attempt, what is beyond 
the gift of expreffion, to mark all the gratitude I felt to the Supreme 
Being, who had fafely condudted me through the many perils I had 
had to encounter,, and to which I had been more particularly ex- 
pofed by my profeffional fituation with the British Mieitarv 
Mission. 


THE END. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Aullior has to regret that feveral inaccuracies, which are 
however, of fo trlflmg ^ import as not to derange the general conduftons 
us tntemgent reader draw, have found their way into the Meteoro. 
ogical Tables at 4e dofe of the Appendix, They have been the refult 
of obftades whicli .t was impoffible for him to fnrmount, in the verv 
peculiar femce m which he was engaged, as weU as of the frequent in. 
chfpofmons to which he was fubjefted by the hazardous nature of that 
emce. It is owing to thefe impediments that feveral interruptions have 
occurred in die above Tables. In offering this plea, die force of whiT 
^ e IS confident, wdl be candidly acknowledged, to the general reader, he’ 
^es an opportunity to addrefi himfelf more partlculriy to the profet 
lionid gentlemen into whole hands his work may fall, on the fuKeft of 
the Appendix Itf^. m giving his medical hotef in t’he fern tttich 

to wMA^th^V “d incidents occurred 

to which they refer, without change of the order and method he purfued 

mpirv^rlt ff 'i'fP^culative reafonings he might have 

a clearL ialvlls^* T* *'“■ contents would be capable of 

I i s as^n eve^ "‘’’'o “«oHon, and folldts, 

this, as on every occafion, the candour and indulgence of his readers! 
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militaiy miilion. joined the army of the Grand Vizier on isoo. 
the beginning of Jialy 1800 , in good health : towards the end 
of July and Auguft the men became fickly : cholera, diarrhoea, and 
dysentery were the prevailing difeafes. And at the latter end of August. 
Auguft, when great dews fell during the night, more particularly on 
the 26th, a bilious remittent fever, accompanied with malignant 
fymptoms, made its appearance. In the month of September it 
proved fatal to two military artificers. The fymptoms which ulheted 
in this diieafe were cold rigprs, head^-ach, prof^tion pf ftrength, 
pain of Ilomach and abdomen, napfba and bitter tafte of the moutli, 
with copious vomitings of yellow and green bile (fome had bilious 
diarrhoea) ; a foul yellow tongue, great thirft, a quick pulfe, hot^^, 
and quickened relpiration. , , ; V 

The mode of treatment adopted^ > was Ipeedily to 
contents of' the ; 

, , 3 Q . 
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in fmall repeated dofes ; with aperients of cream tartar, infufion 
fenze, and Epfom falts ; followed by a dofe of laudanum and anti- 
monial wine, to allay irritation, and excite perfpiration, which was 
encouraged by pediluvium. 

The emetic and purge feldom failed to afford fome apparent relief 
to the patients. 

Calomel, laudanum, and antimony, were then continued in fuch 
dofes as the fymptoms indicated, until the remiffion of fever took 
place, which, for the moft part, was about the third or fourth day, 
when the Peruvian bark was adminiftered in varied forms. We 
were without wine. Where the difeafe took an unfavourable turn, 
it was accompanied’ with delirium, red eyes, and petechial fpots on 
the fkin, &c. Bliffcers and fynapifms were had recourfe to upon 
fuch occafions. 


In fome of the cafes, dyfenteric fymptoms were conjoined to the 
difeafe. The regimen was weak chicken brothj rice gruel, with 
lemonade, rice water, and bread tea. 

Tt fbmetimes happened that the- patients, in place of being at- 
tafc\eJ'''%lddbhly/''dit^ ‘after 'dajf'.r in.foch'Oafes their’ recovery 

was generally more flo# than that of the fotmdrt ; / 


The weather, during the day, waS at this time hot ? Fahrmheit’s 
Ihe^pmeter, infhade, ranging at noon from go to g3. 

- ,T^,’»eyenm^' and morn^gs werc’ cool; Lhermometer 68 to' 70, 
acciSi|p^d,mth i^ious 'a3od 'fpgk- . n' i-,' 

fimpleX'Oecmtedi 
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The extremely filthy and unwholelbrae condition of the Ottoman 
camp,* excited in me great apprehenfions that putrid and malignant 
difeafes would certainly be generated, unlels fome iiecelFary fteps 
were taken to remedy the impending evil. 

With the approbation of General Koehler, I wrote to, the Grand 
Vizier, and Rated to him with concern, the great numbers of dead 
putrid carcafes of animals, camels, horfes, &c. &c. dilperled over the 
whole of the camp, which were fiifFered to remain uncovered, quietly 
to corrupt and decay ; exhaling the moft intolerable putrid effluvia 
imaginable, infbmuch, that ferious difeafes might be expeded to 
appear, unlefs this intolerable nuifence fflould be fpeedily removed. 

Thefe admonitions were thankfully received, yet produced but little 
reform. The ground of the encampment was not changed, as was 
advifed. A feeble efibrt was continued for three days only, to leiTert 
the accumulation of putrid matter, and then every fuch exertion 
ended. We were at length under the neceffity of hiring Arabs 
daily, to bury the dead carcafes of camels, horfes, afles, &c. which 
were found near our quarters, to enable us to exift. My fears 
were at length realized, for a great mortality from plague, ma- 
lignant fever, and dyfentery, appeared among the Turks in No- 
vember and December. It was difficult to their , exad 

lofs, (they themfdves were ignorant oft it,) but it was fiippofed to 
amqrffit to firoin fixty to one hundred daily. 

In November the weather was, feowery andilorray, accomp^i^d Noveniber. 
with:.’thhiidd’^.and4^fening. " ' .il^fesrc fun-rife, on the mpr?iip;g „ 

20th thermometer.*^ 42 ; and, 

,had, ,,ra»f||- Roin 451; to, 
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was very cold ; the variations of temperature at this time were 
great. On the 20 th there was a difference of 34 degrees, frcsm the 
morning to two o’clock P. M. (from 42 to 76 .) This change im- 
proved the health of our own people, yet great mortality from 
plague continued among the Turks. 

I tried by all the arguments in my power to get the Turks to 
feparate the fick from the healthy ; a circuniftance to which they 
never attended ; fo that plague, entering a tent, frequently fwept 
off all its inhabitants. 

This great mortality Rill continuing, and the Turks being ffill 
admonilhed to open their camp, at length complied. The troops 
were now more difperfed, in place of being fo thickly huddled to- 
gether, as is the ufual cuffom of this nation. 

December, In the beginning of December a putrid fever carried off a mili- 
tary artificer belonging to the miffion. He died the fixth day from 
the attach. And on the l ith of December a civil artificer was 
feized'with plague, and died after thirty-fix hours illnefs. 

A gunner of artillery caught the infeaion from the artificer, and 
died' 'the fifth day' from attkekv Tide ^ their cafes- in the hiftorioal 
account of the plague.' The very great hoortality' o the Ottoman 
troops, and the appearance among us of fo forihidkblc and fatal a 
dlfeafe ^ the plague, naturally excited great alarm, and induced 

' '' ’‘1 4*' I- . , , , ^ ^ 

us to lna^eeyery.pdffible exertion to prevent the further extenfion 

of , -/A, , 

; ■ ^ ^ ' The ' tbe- -bedding; clothesj 

'^he tents “werd^'fiirhi-*' 
thd'tw^ Pick/ with' 
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patient then within the hofpital tent, were immediately put into a 
Rate of quarantine. 

For this purpofe a trench was dug round a large fpace of ground, 
within which the tent was inclofcd ; centinels were placed, not to 
fuffer the leaft contaA or pofEble communication whatever with, 
the above three people : their provifions, depofited in velTels, -vvere 
laid ready to receive them, &c. &c. 

Having heard that the external fridlion of warm oil had been 
advifed and employed with fuccefs by the late Conful at Alexandria, 
Mr. Baldwin, in the cure and prevention of plague, this was in- 
Rantly adopted. 

After having walhed and cleanfed themfelves, our three indivi- 
duals in the tent rubbed one another with warm oil all over ; and 
this being done, they drank a bahn of warm coffee, and laid down 
between blankets. A chafing-difh of charcoal was kept in the tent 
while they were rubbing : in ordering this we endeavoured to comply 
with the ufual diredlions as much as was pradicable in our fituations 
in camp. A copious and comfortable perfpiration was the refult of 
this fridion, which was continued without interruption every night 
until they were difeharged from their confinement, which was at the 
expiration of forty-two days, when they began by deftroying their 
tent, and all their clothes, bedding, &:c. &c. Haying batiWid in the 
fea, thyy now put on frefh clothes,, and joined the party of the miffion 
in extremely good health; each of tliem being become quite lully 
and fat. 'If bci typhus patient,! qf Whole life I had defpaircd previqu^jir 
tothe ufe of thc,-pil,i was quite recov^ed, -and' mudajmptqypd'in 
hi? ufu^l appeafrance,- ,,It'i^ 'ifeceffary fp rcmatky;i'tihsp,ihe'.tx;^nw^ 
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to t3.1cc his formct medicines, brnrln, anodyne draughts. See, during 
the application of the oily fridions. 

Although I have to lament the failure of the oil, in the cure of 
plague, in the cafe of Gunner Cowden, the artillery-man, yet I am 
induced to think it was ufeful in preventing infedion to the three 
men confined in the lazaretto tent. 

The moment that Gunner Cowden became indilpofed his mind 
was extremely haralTed, and I do not hefitate to believe that this 
circumftance was extremely unfavourable to his recovery. An 
Arab was hired to attend upon any cafes of plague that might hap- 
pen in future to occur. 

Bee. 7th. Mrs. K. the wife of Brigadier General Koehler, who accompanied 

him froth England, was feized with malignant fever, and died the 
leventh day from attack. 

B«. 16th. . The Turks were at length roufed from their lethargy and apathy. 
The Vizier moved his camp to the fouth of Jaffa, near the fea Ihore, 
upon an eligible and dry ground, about a mile and half from the 
town. Here we could enjoy the benefit of the frefh, untainted air. 

The ^retched feene which prefented itfelf upon 

the late ground exceeded all def^^ The 

putrid ftench which aflailed us, when we approached the fpot, was 
intolerable. 

Dec. 18 . ;^|^aty,;fhoweis of rain feU, -accompamed ^ith ftormy wca- 
th€r,;-lp^|ithtmd^, ,aiid\:yivid Jightiung.' , from the 

S. S.W'i at,hOon, at 62 degrees. 

. The ^«ddcn;^|^|,::i^She;^^|h^,pi:^^eedxheum 
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Plague and mortality among the Turks had abated lince the 
boifterous weather came on. 

Brigadier General Koehler, who had been involved in the greateft Dec. 26. 
diftrefs of mind fince the death of his wife, was feized with putrid 
fever, and died the 29th inftant. 

The thermometer before fun-rife was as low as 35 . The weather Dec. 28 . 
variable this month, particularly from the 1 7th, when we had cold 
blowing winds ; much rain fell fuddenly, with heavy claps of 
thunder, and vivid lightning. 

Except the feizure and death of General Koehler, fince our arrival isoi. 
Upon the new ground of encampment, the miffion was nearly free 
from difeafe. The remarkable change of the weather, which had 
for feme time been cold, (the thermometer before fen-rife being 
at 35 ,) and boifterous, accompanied with much thunder, lightning, 
and very heavy rains, had confiderably diminifeed difeafe and mor- 
tality among the Ottoman troops, as well as ourfelves. 

The weather, during the laft week, continued rainy, cold, and Jan. 8. 
boifterous. 

The Reis Eftendi aflured me to-day, that, although there were 
cafes of plague within the Ottoman camp, yet the difeafe was be- 
come infinitely more mild, and confequently lefs fatal. That feveral 
perfens who had been lately attacked, had recovered. He inftanccd 
the cafes of five flaves belonging to the Vizier, three of whom fer- 
vived the attack. He renaarked, that the fame circumftance hap- 
pened at Gonftantinople when the difeafe was upon the dejclinci 
From this fedl tihe Turks predicted the fpecdy ceffatic^vihif thq 
plague. ‘ , 

3,R';, 
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Jan. 12. Dr. Bofari, tlie Vizier’s own pbyfician, died of plague this day, 
after the third day’s illnefs. Some days previoufly to his indifpofition, 
he affured me, that he had made every poflible enquiry to afeertain 
the lols of the Turks fince the camp was formed at Jaffa in the 
month of May 1 800, which lois in difeafes amounted at leaft to 
eight thoufand men. 

Jan. 27. A tremendous gale of wind, with rain, and hail, accompanied 
with loud thunder, and vivid lightning, came on this evening (27th). 
The gale, ftill accompanied by rain, continued until the Sift before 
it moderated. 

- Jan. SI. The Haznadar, or treafurer of the Grand Vizier, died this day of 
plague. 

Only one cafe of intermittent (quotidian) and a cafe of dyfen- 
tery on our fick lift this month. 

The intermittent yielded eafily to the bark . 

The three men in the lazaretto tent were releafed from confine- 
ment. 

I'eb. 7. Fine weather fmee the 4th xnftant. Wind N. E. or E. The 
horizon clear. ■ 

The ftormy weather commenced ufuatly with a mift, or hazinefs. 
of atmofphere, coming from the fbuthward the day preceding the 
ftorm ; and a large difk or circle round the moon. The miflion, 
was in tolerable good health, except that the cold, rainy feafbn was 
very generally produdive of painful glandular tumefadions. This 
happening at the peftilehtial fealbn, and being one of the Jymptoms 
of plague, gave rile to ibme' alarm amoing thofe attacked ; but, 
being unaccompanied with febrik fymptoins, their fears loon fub- 
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fided. Some of thefe tumors fuppurated among tlie cliildren : a 
general relief was afforded by warm fomentations, flannel, &c. 

"" The Vizier was taken ill with fever, the apparent effcas of cold : 
his complaints yielded in a few days to antimonial remedies, pedi- 
luvium, &c. 

The weather has been fine the laft week. No frefh cafe of plague U. 
for feveral days paft among the Turks. But reports from El-Arifli 
ftate, that it prevails fatally in that camp : they have loft feveral 
thoufand men within a few weeks. 

A Venetian Doftor died this day of malignant fever, the 8th day 
from attack. The apothecary reported, that there were three or 

four cafes of the fame fever in Jaffa camp. 

The weather to-day hazy, and fultry, though the thermometer 

in fhade, at two o’clock P. M. 66. 

‘ On the 16th there was a gale of wind, which railed clouds of 
fand into the atmofphere, and which was extremely annoying. This 
ftorm was preceded by hazy and fultry weather; the hazinefs came 

from the fouthward. 

During the firft fortnight of this month the weather was mode- 
rate and pleafant, and the miffion healthy. In the courfe of the 
kft fortnight the weather was very variable, ftormy, and rainy, with 

fine warm days occafionally. 

The weather became very variable,, ftormy, and rainy, for two Feb. 2 &. 
or ttoec; days, together, fucceeded by warm days, and cold nights 

and ttiotnings. ■ ■ > ’ \ ^ -vi' 

' The Ottpm#!,', army marched from, Jaffa on the 2 Sth'Te^ai^, 

on its way, to, tbo 

’ ^ •' ' ' ' , ^B.2: 
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the whole of the fict, were doomed to remain at Jaffa, or make 

tbeir bell way homeward. 

The only means which the Turks hare to car.7 their lick or 
wounded ,s upon camels, in a kind of covered cradle, one of which 
« placed at each fide of the animal. Each camel carries four per- 
fons. two m each cradle, fitting Ua Tore, as there is not length 

ihffic.ent to he down: the motion appears extremely uneafy L 

■wearilbme. There are ff>w fi, -r • . ^ 

to C convemencies, when compared 

to the numbers which compofe the Turkilh army. They are prin 

e ther hofp.tais, nor hofpital tents, fet apart for the ufe of the fick 

thei:“= ot attempt a medical reform tt 

thenarmtes, appears utterly impoffible : the common foldier who 
may unfortunately fall Cch on the t. u 

--to get jward: h^Ch T 

ne rne tealt encumbered with lick. 

A military artificer ftationed at the camp of El-Arilh with C 
tain Lacev of the eo,„r o- .. ^ Aiiin, with Cap- 

, acey ol the royal ei^meers, , died the 27th Febmarv with 

malignant fever, after four day. ijlnefs. 

tWder“:"hgl!!r 

pftlrh « i-efs 

. ours, , under fpfpipiqps jympj The whole of the 

women a^d.^ildren belonging m the militaiy miffion who » 
loft in a hopfsa,,.i|af pl^ die ntefent and h 
tWm-in morAhr adonted i "-1 r*l' ^ who amounted to 
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precaution to prevent the difeafe from fpreading ; happily no feri- 
ous confequences followed. 

A Have belonging to the Vizier died of plague on , the above day. March s. 
He caught the infedlion from a pelice^ the property of a perfon 
lately dead of plague. 

The interpreter with Captain Lacey at El-Arifh, was attached 
with plague, w’hich difeafe continued to rage there fatally. 

Accounts from El-Ariih ftated, that Ifmael Pacha, the chief in March 
command at that camp, died a few days before. He had been 
feized with vomiting, and expired the following morning, either 
from the effedl of flagiie or of poifon : it was faid that the plague at 
El-Arifh had abated in its violence. 

Since the ift of March the weather was occalionally flormy and 
rainy. 

Very heavy rains fell this day, accompanied with gales of wind March 13. 
from the S. W. This day the Ottoman army moved forward from 
Yebna, which is fituated twelve miles S. from Jaffa. 

The cold wet weather was fatal to 200 camels in the courfe of 
two days march. Thefe animals, though hardy, cannot bear wet 
and cold. 

The troops were healthy. 

Wind N. W. The wind from this quarter conflantly favoured us March I4 
with fine weather. 

Arrived at Gaza, and faw the interpreter, who had lately been March 15. 
fufpedled of peftilential infedion. I found him with an extenfiyq 

^1 I ^ V * ’’'i ' 

fpre upon his left fide, the effeds of a Iswge carbuncle. He ha^« alfb 
a glandnlar enlargement in the axilla j and an inflqiSJiih'atii^n pf the ' 
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left ej’c. I recommended the bark, and opium ; and wax and - oil 
dreffings, with vegetable and milk diet. This man was treated on 
the onfet of difeafe, with rackay, a ftrong fpirit. 

March 19.^ Since the 7th inftant, the plague raged with frefli violence at EI- 
Arifla. It was Rated that the Turks had loft by this difeafe the one- 
, half of their army, which confifted fome wrecks before of fix thou- 
land men.. 

March 31. The plague fuddenly difappeared at the camp of El-Arifli. The 
troops with the Vizier rerhained healthy. 

Nearly the whole of this month the weather was tempeftuous, 
accompanied with very heavy rains, prodigioufly laud thunder, and 
vivid lightning. 

During this period the health of the whole of the troops was im- 
proved, and plague dilappeared. 

April. In the march of the troops through the defert, which took them 
up four weeks, including the halts, inflammations of the eyes became 
troublefome. The conftant expofure of the eye to the intenfe heat, 
and vivid rays of the fun, refledted from a white glittering fand, 
together with the infmuation of its fineft particles into this delicate' 
organ, produced occafional diftrefs and irritation. The mode of 
treatment, &c. of this complaint will appear under thd head of Re- 
marks upon Ophthalmy. 

Notwithftanding the above march was extremely fatiguing and 
diftreffing, yet the troops were in better general health than before. 
The 23d the Weather was opprelEvely hot ; the mornings and even- 
ings were cod ; great dews fell during the night. It blew very 

fre& on the 27th from E. S. E. and at fea a ftrong gale #as expe- 
rienced. 
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The advanced Turkifli army, fent forward by the Vizier to take Sakhkh ^ 
poffeffion of Corein and Belbeis, was very fickiy, and fnfFered a great April 30 ! 
mortality, which was afcribed to the plague. I am, however, ap- 
prehenlive, that the want of the common necetlaries of life, and the 
great fatigue of the troops in crotGng the defert, may account for a 
great portion of this mortality. 

Ophthalmy continued to harafs the Ottomans as well as Ibme few May. 
of the foldlers of the million. Dyfenteries and diarrhoeas prevailed. 

While at Belbeis, we had a ftrong kampfm, which was followed May 14. 
by much ocular inflammation. The beat of the air, 112 in lhade. 

The wind, which was W. S. W* morning, changed to north 

about noon, and continued to blow from that quarter during the 
evening. At fix o’clock in the evening the thermometer fell to 90; 
and on the day following, about noon, the heat was fallen to 97. 

At Ben El HalTar a kampfin arofe : thermometer was 1 12 at two May 23.' 
o’clock P. M. in lhade. 

The wind in the forenoon was at eali 5 at tw'o o clock P. ISd, it 
was due.lbuth j and, in the evening, the thermometer being at 98» 
the wind Ihifted to the fouth-weft, blowing very ftrong. 

Frefh cafes of ophthalmy ufiially followed thefe hot and diftreffing 
winds. 

The difeafea of this month were ophthalmy, dyfentery, and diar- June, 
rhoea. An artillery- man died frdm fever (l]mochus).the fifth day 
from the attack. 

The heat of the weather progrelfively increafed as we approached 
Cairo from Syria. • 

About the 6th we had thich,fogs and heavy dew*^ . 
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Oil the ]3th tempeftuous gufts of wind, accompanied wdth heavy 
clouds of dull:. Heat from loo to loO degrees. 

26 , The weather cloudy and foggy. 

-During the whole of this month, ophthalmy was very general : 
dyfentery and diarrhoea alfo continued. Some cafes of typhus oc- 
curred towards the end of the month, but none fatal. The conva- 
Icfccnts, however, recovered very flowly. The difeafe yielded to 
emetics, calomel, diaphoretics, and, la%, bark completed the cure. 
The Ottoman army entered Cairo the lOth of July. 

The heat was oppreffive, the thermometer being at 95 degrees at 
two o’clock P. M. in fliade. 

. The weather was cloudy during this month, confequently not fo 

■oppreffively warm as M month. Before fun-rife the thermometer 

was at 74, m the night from 80 to 81, and during the day, from 
85 to 98, or 1 oo. 

The cloudinefi of the mornings diminilhed about noon'. The 

greateft heat of the daj was now found to be between three and four 

o clock P. M. which induced me to change the hour of t»king the 
temperature. . . * . 

The evening, were cool-the wind freihened generally at night, 
w'hich blew for the moft part N. W. ' ' 

The d,mmut,on of heat in the weather was, together with the 
cool refrclhing winds from the northward, falutary. Ocular inflam- 
matious were ,e. frequent as well as lefs violent. During the cZ 
which occafionally prevailed, the heat, was always oppreffive. 

° c dyfenteryiandmaUgnantfe- 

ver^ were the prevailing difealies. 
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The atmofphere was extremely denfe, with heavy black clouds, Aug. 26 . 
which in Europe would portend the immediate fall of rain. 

Obftinate dyfenteric affedlions were relieved by blifters on the 
abdomen. 

Among the miffion three cafes of low fever occurred this month. 

All the cafes of ophthalmy in the miffion were cured, none of the Aug. si, 
patients having apparently fuilained any permanent injury of the 
eyes. The ung. hydrargyr. nit. with t*" opii, continued to afford 
great relief in ophthalmy. 

Before fun-rife the thermometer was at 71 ; the air cool, and re- Sept. is. 
frefhing : northerly winds prevail, and the whole of the country as 
far as the pyramids of Gizah is inundated. 

Nights cool ; frefh breezes from the northward. Some frefh cafes Sept 21 . 
of ophthalmy have occurred within- thefe few days, which appear to 
have been produced by the fharp northerly winds ; this affedion 
yielded eafily to blifeers behind the ears, faturnine collyriums, and 
purges. 

This day an enormous hydrocele prefented itfelf in an inhabitant 
of Cairo, fixteen inches by twelve in diameter. Thefe cafes, as well 
as hernia, are common in Egypt. 

The elephantiafis among the women is a frequent dtfeafe. 

Many dreadful cafes of leprofy ate feeh in Cairo, which occafion- Sept 23. 
ally make dreadful havoc in the face : in the lofs of nofe, lips, eyes, 

&c. In the illand of Scio, in the Archipelago, there is an holpitel 
for the recdp'tion of the leprous of the different iflands. I took ^e 
opportunity to vifit this fpot tvhen on my return to Confe^tindplc. 

' " , ■ 3 S 
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Upwards of 200 of thele poor unfortunate fufFerers were there col- 
leded. Vide narrative when at Scio. 

Sept. so. During this month the inhabitants and troops were healthy. 

The weather pleaiant, and moderately warm. 

The prevailing winds N. W. 

The latter end of the month heavy dews fell during the night. 
They commenced about the 19th. 

oaober. Some cafes of intermittents among the troops at Gizah. At 
Alexandria the prevailing difealcs were diarrhoea, dylenteries, and old 
cafes of ophthalmy. 

For the moft part Odober was a temperate, and agreeable month. 
The mornings and evenings were cool, with refrelhing winds from 
the northward. V^hen the wdnd came round to the eaftward of 
north, the days were warm, Jultry, and oppreffive ; though the mer^ 
cury did not rife higher than 80 in fhade. 

November. Catarrhs and intermittents were the prevailing dileafes of this 
month, which was cold, rainy, and Rormy. 

On the morning of the 20th there, was a tremendous ftorm, ac- 
companied with rain,: thunder, and lighthing. 'Wind N. W. This 
tempeftuous weather continued fevefal 'days,: with only foihe 'little 
intermiffion, ■ . 

The dews have been heavy this month. 

By meaps of freezing mixtures I reduced the mercury in Fahren^ 
heit s fbe^^ometer to 32 ; but it was only of two or three feconds 
duration, wh§h ! % role to’ 58 , The temperature of the air 5 9, 

The fenfation produced by the handling of the cold mixture Was 
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extremely painful and difagreeable. The pain continued feveral 
hours afterwards. 

Some recent cafes of plague are faid to have occurred among the 
fcpoys af Rofetta. 

Intermittents and catarrhal afFedtions continue. 

Heavy dews, with thick foggy weather. 

Dyfentery prevailed among the Turks ; with fome fatal cafes, 
about the 11th of December. 

At Gizah the dyfentery proved fatal to forhe of the EngUlh. 


Wind variable, N. N. W., W. &c. 

About the lyth, 20th, and 21 ft, the wind trifling, almoft a calm, 
and the days foggy, with clofe fultry weather. A greater mortality 
was feen among the inhabitants ; but from what difeafe it was im- 
poflible to afcertain. 

The greateft heat this month did not exceed 73 in fhade. The 
foutherly winds, however, which occalionally blow in November 
and December, are cold, comparatively to thofe which occur in 
June, July, and Auguft. On account of the mountains of Abyf- 
finia being faid to be then covered with fnow, and Upper Egypt 
being moiftened by the inundation, the wind blowing from this 
quarter docs not become heated in its pafTage, as happens during 
the latter months, when the wind from the fouth, or fbufh-eaft, 
blows fo extremely hot and dry as occafionally to Caufe fuffbeation. 
This occurred at Belbeis during the preceding year, when camels 
and other animals arc laid to have perilhed from its efiedls. ' ; 


It W 9 S lameritable to, fee, among the aumetous diftrefled pd#^ iti 
Cairo, very many dunib perfons. One of tflefe th,‘d pfo- 


3 s 2 


December. 
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feffion of a juggler, and performed other amufmg tricks, by which 
he obtained his livelihood. 

Dec. 31. More deaths appeared this month among the inhabitants than in 
November. The weather during the whole of the month Vas ex- 
tremely variable ; foggy; great dews; winds and temperature afto- 
nlfhingly variable. 

When the fun flione, on an expofure to its rays, it was fcorching. 
The nights were cold and moift. 

This was a feafon apparently very favourable to the produaion of 
difeafe. Dyfentery prevailed. 

During the months of November and December, the appearance 
of winter was nianifeft in . lie vegrtahle tribe. The fall of leaf 
was confined chiefly to the mulberry trees and vines. The other 

trees nearly preferved their foliage by the occafional dropping and 
renewal of their leaves* 

Thismemth afecondary cafe oflues ranerea was cured by the 
nitrous acid. Vide Cafe. ■ 


, ofhepatitis in a foldier of the mffion cured by utercuty. 

W xntermittents, and their rclapfes 
Some rc«nt cafes pf- flight ophtbalmy, and dyfenteries, Eatmmei; 

fptt!d 5 ht ’ weather, during the laft 

, ^ t^c ejening of the 24th,, ftormy, tempeftuoua weather ; heavy 
Hack cipp* ; w,.nd S. W. accompanied with ihowera of rain, which . 

fell more^^^ntlj on the,2Jth and 26th. Temperature cold and 

dilagreeable,: 

fetaar,. Chid, tempefoo^,' and rainy .wither ulhered in thia month. ' 
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The Choarbagi, or Colonel of Janiffaries, who was attached to Teb. 3- 
the miffion, and who occupied a chamber within our buildings in 
Cairo, died after three days illneft ; from his lymptoms I conceived 
his death to be from plague. He was firft feized with cold fliiver- 
ings, followed by fever, head-ach, thirft, and bitter tafte of the 
mouth. He had a fmall painful tumor in the left groin, nearly the 
fize of a pigeon’s egg ; and another in the right axilla. He died 
fuddenly in the night. 

Previoufly to interment I examined the body, and found that the 
buboes were nearly fubiided : there was a flight difcoloration on 
the right arm. There were neither petechise nor vibices upon the 
body. However, from all the circuraftances under which this mart - 
died, I was led to confider it rather as a cafe of plague than other- 
wife ; which induced us to take every poffible precaution to prevent 
any propagation of infedlon, fhould it have exifted. 

The Janlflaries, who had lived with the deceafed, remain well. Feb. 7. 
The bedding and polices belonging to the deceaftd were immediately 
taken pofleffion of by his fon, and made ufe of without the leaft 
concern. While fuch apathy continues among the Turks, plague 
can never be annihilated from their country. Theft people em- 
barked, after a few days, with the reft of the Janiflaries, on board 
a veflel going to Conftantinople, carrying with them the clothes, 

&c. of a man who died under very fufpicious lymptoms ofplague- 

This day was opprfeffively warm and ftiltry. Feb. ii. 

Wind. S. and S. W. we experienced a kampfin wind* which 
raifed clouds, of duft into the atmofph«re, and produced a c^iidnual 
hazinefs- 
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The eyes, which fufFered from this heat and irritation, were re- 
lieved by repeated ablutions of cold water. 

Feb. 13. The whole of the miffion being entirely free from infedious 
iymptoms, were ordered to proceed to Alexandria. The Pacha of 
Grand Cairo has dated that, from the mod vigilant enquiry in the 
« town and fuburbs- of Cairo, he has not heard of another cafe of 
plague at prefent. However, little or no dependance can in. 
reality be placed upon the reports of the Turks. In Upper Egypt 
we have heard, that the difeafe is already reappearing. 

Feb. H. Foggy and very cloudy weather; the fon completely obfeured this 
day; a circumdanCe which does not often happen in Egypt, except- 
during the dll of rain. Several days pad have been clofe and fultiy. 

Feb. 23. Tremendous gales of wind, W.N.W. which were accompanied 
on the 25th with heavy Ihowers of rain. Indeed, the weather was 
tempeduous from the 2oth to the end of the month. The highed 
temperature 73 ; lowed 44 . 

Upon our arrive at Rofetta, on the 23 d February, we found the 
plague had already appeared there, and had been fatal to a ferjeant 
of thti Indian troops,: and lever^ of the iiihabitaats. . 

The miffion remained Well ; bttt, up<i^ their ^. Alexandria 

on the 7th of March, were put under quarantine for fifteen days, as 
were all veffiels and perfons coming from Rofetta, feveral cafes of 

plaghe having been faid to have been received at Alexandria from 
the latter place. 

March. The irionth nf March wa&’-dormy and rainy, and on the 20th 
heavy rains and hailT^l^' Wkh thunder and lightning. 

Winds variable, N. E., N., W. N. W./ N. , . ' 
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The higheft temperature TQ ; loweft 57. 

Great dews fell about the I6th. 

Having been fo unlucky as to break my thermometer on the 24th 
inftant, I was obliged to clofe my oblervations with it ; and on the 
27th took my departure from Alexandria, on my way to Conftanti- 
nople and England. 

CASES OF MALIGNANT FEVER. 

CASE 1. 

A military artificer, Thomas Greenhaljh, aged about fifty years, 
was taken, on the 23d Auguft 1 799, with cold chills, followed by 
fever, fevere head-ach, naufea, and vomiting of bile ; the tongue 
was foul, great thirft, pulfe quick and rather firm ; with anxiety, 
depreffion of fpirits, and much proftration of ftrength. He was 
feized while on board the New Adventure tranfport, in the harbour 
of ConRantinoplc, whither he had been fent to execute fome work. 
He had a diftance of feven miles to walk to rejoin the barracks at 
Levant Chiflick, where I firft- faw him in the afternoon, and col- 
leded from him 'the foregoing hiflory and fymptoms. 

An antimonial emetic was given, followed by a dofe of lauda- 
num, and the ufe of pediluvium; and, the next morning, ten grains 
of calomel and a, folution of Epfom falts Ware adminiftered. Thefe 
"remedies, in emptying the primae vi®,. relieved the fymptoms ; yet, 
on the third day, the head-ach increafed: the fkin was very hot, 
though moift Ltonguc dryland of a brftwnifh colour ; eyotur^d; 
fcveral petechial fpots appeared on the breaft. T^e-oalomel was, 
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repeated ; a bliftcr applied to the back ; a cljfter injefled ; pedila. 
Tium repeated, and four grains of antimonial powder given ererv 
three hours ; with an anodyne at bed-time. 

On the fourth day, the petechia: were augmented ; he had palTed 

a reftlefi night; was oecafionally incoherent; febrile fynrptoms 
eontinued. 

The head was fliaved ; cloths moiftened with vinegar were re- 
peatedly applied to the whole of the furface of the head. Calomel 
and pediluvium repeated. 

Fifth day. The delirium conftant: paffed'a very refilefs night- 
the eyes and furface of the body tinged of a yellow colour, which 
m fome parts had a dirty or cadarerbus appearance. 

The pupils of the eyes rather dilated ; tongue dry ; teeth and 
mouth covered with black fordes; cold clammy fweats oecafionally 
bujfl forth ; pulfe eirtremely variable, in ftrength and in frequency. 
A bhfter was applied, which covered the whole of the head ; the 
calomel and clyfter repeated ; thn bark in decoftion, with vitriohe 
aad, was given liberaUy, and a dofe of laudanum at bed-time. . 

The finth day. All the nn&vourable fymptoms were alarmingly 
rncreafed, and threatened a fpeedy diflblutiom The flun and eyes 
° ^ ‘^^cty yellow colour ; the petechiae numerous, ajld the 
C^mitiey cold : neverthelefs, the pulfe was good ; and by no means 

indicated the apparent danger of the patient 

Blill« ^ete appued to the extremities, and hata and wine fmely- 
adminiftercdi He.expired the eyening of the fixth day The h d 

became extremely oftnflye IBon after death. He had no ^ ^ 
or other tumors! , * : 
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The weather had been occafionally moift and warm during the 
month of Auguft, the thermometer ranging from 08 to 88 in 
ihade. 

Several cafes of the lame kind of fever prevailed among the 
Turkifh troops at Levant Chiflick, and allb among the inhabitants. 

CASE IL 

A military artificer, Kannaird, aged thirty, was fuddenly feized, on 
the 27th Auguft 17Q0, with cold rigors, followed by a hot fkin, 
pain in the head and ftomach, naufea and vomiting of bile, a quick 
pulfe, &c. An antimonlah emetic was given immediately; and a 
dole of laudanum and antimonial wine after its operation, with 
pediluvitim. 

In the morning of the 28th, calomel, and a faiine purge. Thefe 
opening remedies relieved the fymptoms, and a dofe of laudanum 
and antimonial wine was repeated at bed-time. 

Head-ach continued, with’ occafional naufea ; ftcin moderately 
warm; pulfe fmall and frequent ; complained of laffitude and ge- 
neral debility : fago, wine, and lemonade were ordered ; the bark/' 

with the nitrous acid, liberally given ; and laudanum adminiftered 
at bed- time. 

Pafted a reftlefs night ; fymptoms continued with little alteration 
from the 29th. The medicines and regimen continued as before. 
A blifter was applied to the nape of the neck the head fliaved, and 
vinegar frequently applied.' 

Head-ach continxled ; pulfe fmall, quick, and feeble; five grkins.of 
calotnel and camphor given at bed- time ; a clyfter irgedtedi a blifter 

3 T 
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applied, whicli covered the whole of the head; and the hart, wine,. 
&c. continued as before. 

Sept, Little or no alteration. Medicines continued. 

Sept. 2. Paired a very reftlefs night; had delirium; tongue and mouth 
blackifli ; he laid in a comatofe ftupid Rate, except when fpoken to, 
when he replied rationally to queftions put to him, and then fell 
into the fame comatofe Rate again : pulfe foft, and moderately fre- 
quent ; Ikin of a yellow colour, with petechi® upon the body ; urine 
was of a dark brown colour, refembling a ftrong infuRon oi colFce ; 
Rools were dark and offenfive. 

Sept. s. Had paffed a reftlefs night; ; notwithftanding which he appeared 
this morning more fenfible and cheerful: comatofe affedion leA 
fened ; the urine was not fo high coloured. Pulfe fcft ; fkin mode- 
rately warm ; tongue brown, but moift ; no evacuation yefterday 
by ftool ; fix grains of calomel were given, and an ii^eaion waa 

thrown up. The bark, wine, camphor, laudanum, &c. were con- 
tinued. 

S^r. 4. . All the alarming lymptoms increafed. Blifters were applied to 
the extremities. He expired in the evening. He had no glandular 
or other tumors. This man had materially fuffered in his general 
health lince his arrival in Turkey, with repeated attacks of dyfta- 

CASE IIL 

A military artificer, Smith, aged So, was fuddcnly lidzed, the 
September 1799, in the fame' manner as Greenhallh and; Kannahd. 
Tlfefe men were all lodged in the: barracks at Levant Chiffick. The 
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cure Vvas undertaken by an emetic, calomel, and an aperient, with a 
dofe of laudanum, and antimonial wine after their operations. 

On the 23d, he had paffed a bad night. The head-ach continued; 
countenance flufhed ; the arms and legs cold ; pulfe fmall, quick, 
and extremely variable ; calomel repeated ; wine was liberally ufed ; 
and repeated doles of laudanum were given: his drink was well aci- 
dulated lemonade. 

Paffed a reftlefs night ; great coldnefs pervaded the whole body ,; Sept. 24. 
fcarcely any readlion of fyftem ; and this continued only for a few 
minutes, in fudden fluflies of heat in the face, and then fuddenly , 
fubfided : there was' great proftration of ftrength, with occafional 
vomiting of a brown fluid refembling coffee-grounds; complained 
of bitter tafte in the mouth ; had fe\xral offenlive ftools ; all the 
fymptoms denoted great danger, and tho want of vital energy. The 
wine and laudanum were repeated, fomentations were applied to the 
legs, and calomel continued at bed-time. 

He appeared fomewhat relieved ; the skin moderately warm ; Sept. 25. 
pulfe more firm and fleady : he retained chicken broth upon the 
ffomach : the wine and laudanum repeated, with a dofe of vitriolic 
sether, joined with laudanum, at bed-time. 

Paffed a reftlefs night, with delirium ; tongue foul ; had ftools 5 Sept. 
urine nearly of d healthy colour ; when fpoken to, he roufed him- 
felf, fpoke, and then fell into a drowfy, comatofe ftate, with mut- 
tering delirium ; the eyes were turgid; pulfe quick, more full anj 
firm. than the 2 Sth (112 ftrokes in a minute) ; skin warm: it « 
only to-day that a general readion of Tyftera appeared ftc^dy 

3 !> 2 
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head was fhaved ; cloths moiftened with vinegar were frequently 
applied ; and a blifter laid to the nape of the neck, 

A drachm and a half of nitrous acid, diluted freely witii water, 
was ordered to be given within twenty-four hours. The aether ano- 
dyne draught repeated. 

Dehnum continued ; a general coldnefs pervaded the whole body ; 
skinmoift; paired loofe ftools and urine involuntarily; pul fe quick 
and fmall (120), and very variable ; tongue moift, and lefs foul- 
had occafional naufea ; feveral large dark fpots, and petechia upon 
■ thebreaft; fomentations were applied to the legs and arms ; wine, 
bark, and mtrous acid continued; a blifter, covering the whole of 
the head, was applied. He expired in the evening. He had neither 
g andular nor other tumors. The body became extremely ’ ofFen- 
five a few hours after death. Thefe fatal cafes occurring, and ob- 
fervmg that the fame fever prevailed with the Turks, we took every 
poffible precaution, by fumigation, &c. to prevent the continuance 
of difeafe, and recommended a change of fituation. 


A miUtoy artificer, Gemy, about twenty.five years of age, while 
encamped at Jaffa, in Syria, , was fuddenly fdaed, on the 5 th De- 
«mber thoo, with cold' rigors, vertigo, head-ach, followed by a 

’r^-han general pains all over his bndv anri v i . 

V- was. languid, with a 

qWk, though father firm pulfe fion'i • An ' *■ 
billfrnm.K A t. (Joo). Au cmotic rcmovcd inuch 

otfrom the -»iomaich>'atid feveral ^n<yf^ 

\ - > . icverai loofc ItQoIs wereqirocured bv a 
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calomel and faline purge: an anodyne draught, with antimonial 
wdne, was given at bed- time. 

Though fomewhat relieved, the head-ach, fever and thirft conti- Dec. 6. 
nued. The laudanum and antimonial were occafionally repeated, 
and the drink confifted of acidulated rice water, and toafl: and water. 

Skin was hot, though a moderate perfpiration continued to break Dec. 7. 
out; tongue white, thirli great; pulfe quick and rather firm (lOo); 
lemonade continued, and five drops of laudanum, with twenty drops 
of antimonial wine, were given every three hours. 

He paffed a reftlels night, accompanied with delirium ; the eyes Dec. 8. 
were red, Ikin lefs hot; pulfe quick (108), lefs firm than on the 
7th; the tongue had a brownifli tinge upon it; he had two ffools 
during the night ; a blifter was applied to the nape of the neck ; 
bark, with vitriolic acid, were given liberally, and repeated dofes of 
laudanum ; he was ordered to eat freely of oranges, and drink lemon- 
ade ; the head was fhaved, and cloths moiftened with vinegar repeat- 
edly applied. Towards evening the pulfe became more full, accom- 
panied with a reftlelTnels, and a low muttering delirium ; a blifter 
was applied to the whole of the furface of the head ; petechial fpots 
appeared upon the breaft in the evening ; the pulfe became more 
weak and quick (l20); the ftrength diminilhed, with an anxiety 
and.quickneft in breathing. He began to throw up the- bark, &c. 

Had pafled a reftleft night, with low delirium ; pulfe quick and Dec. a 
feeble (l2o); arms cold; he was conftantly picking at the bed- 
clothes ; tongue and mouth brown and dry ; he did not appear fcH- 
fible of the pain of the blifters; paffcd'urine involuntarily..; a blifter 
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was applied to the thighs, and the medicines continued. About 
noon Simulating Snapifms of garlic were applied to the feet. In the 
evening he pafled feveral black Sools involuntarily ; reftleiTncfs con- 
tinued; arms cold; pulfe quick and feeble (130); medicines con- 
tinued ; the laudanum draught, with antlmonial wdne, repeated at 
bed- time. 

Boc. 10. He paffed a very reSlefs night ; ftupor continued, with Sertoreous 
breathing; Ikincold; pulfe quick and feeble (l3o). He expired 
in the afternoon. 


CASES OF PLAGUE. 

CASE L 

A civil artificer, Mace, thirty years of age, was taken, during the 
night of the 1 oth December 1 800, with fevere rigors, vertigo, head- 
ach, and fevere pains in the loins, thigh, &c. accompanied with 
naufea, and vomiting of green bile. At eight o’clock in the morn- 
ipg of the llth December I firft law him; his Ikin w’as very hot, 
though moift, with a burning kind of feel to the touch ; a quick 
and rather firm pulfe (i2o). He complained of much head-ach ; 
the eyes were red ; tongue tinged, rather of a yellow colour ; great 
third: ; the pains of the back and thighs acute. He had had three 
ffcoois during the night; an antlmonial emetic .was immediately 
given, and after its operation ten grains of calomel, and a folution of 
Epfbm Jaits. Xhe common drinks were to be lemonade and rice- 
water ; to eat freely of oranges. The emetic removed much bile. 
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which gave the patient fome fenfible felief. The calomel and falts 
not having procured any evacuation by ftool, the former was re- 
peated, and a dole of laudanum with antimonial wine at bed-time, 
after the evacuations had been procured. He complained of pain in 
the groin ; and there was a fmall enlargement in the left inguinal 
glands. The pain from this tumor became fo extremely acute, that 
I w^as called to him about four o’clock in the morning of the 1 2th. 
It had then fwollen to the fize of a pigeon’s egg. The bubo was 
fomented with warm water, and an anodyne draught given. At 
eight o’clock in the morning of the 12th, when I vifited the patient, 
the attendant reported, that the fomentation had relieved the pain 
of the tumor, fmce which he had thrown up his drinks, and was now 
fallen into a .fleep. 

He expired fuddenly about nine o’clock, A. M. 12th December. 

The bed clothes being removed, many large livid (nearly black) 
fpots, of the fize of a filver threepence, covered the breaR, and other 
parts of the body. 

In each axillae there was a bubo of the fize nearly of a hen’s egg. 
The bubo in the groin w^as of a dark livid colour. Some Arabs were 
employed quickly to inter the corpfe. The very ftrongly marked 
fymptoms of plague in this cafe gave rife to the • Utmoffe v%ilattCe 
and precaution to prevent the irtfedtion from fpfeading. With this 
intention all the clothesi bedding, &c. &C. ufcd by the fick were 
immediately burned. Two attendants within the holpital-tefit, aa 
well as a patient fuffering under typhus, were put into aflrateof 
quarantine, and certain regulations already noticed ito- my ifer#atit®> 
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were inftantly adopted to prevent the infedlion from fpreadinq. The 
oily fridions were had recourfe to upon the three men within the 
hofpital-tent. 

Upon inquiry, the deceafed had been accuftomed to frequent the 
Turlcifli coffee-tents, to fmoke and drink coffee. This was prohi- 
bited in future. 


CASE II. 

^ Gunner Coivden, aged 30, an artillery-man, had a flight indifpo- 
.fition on the evening of the I3th December, isoo. He had fomc 
■head-ach, and a little heat of fkin. 

In the morning of the I4th December, he complained of naufea; 
the tongue was white, having a yellowifli flreak upon it ; third pre- 
vailed, and the head-ach and febrile fj^mptoms were increafed. He 
had a trembling upon him, and appeared a good deal agitated ; fome 
.diffnefs and uneafinefs in the left groin. He related, that contrary 
to order, he had not only entered the tent of Mace, on the morning 

of the 12th December, but had fupported him while he took his 
medicine. 

The patient was put into a clean tent by himfdf, within the qua- 
rantine endofure. An emetic was given, the operation of which 
having fomewhat relieved him, he was ordered an anodyne, with 
antimonial wine, in a draught at bed-time. Lemonade was ordered 
for common drint; and a calomel boins in the morning. 

15. The febrile fymptoms continued ; countenance flnflied ; eyes red • 
tongue foul and_dry; there *as a painftl tumor in the left groinv 
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tbe fize of a pigeon’s egg ; has had ftools. The oily fridions were 
made ufe of this morning, and the anodyne and antimonial draught 
repeated at bed-time. 

The patient perfpired copioufly aftejr the oily fridlion : tumor Dec. i«. 
neither enlarged nor more painfu.1 ; the heat of fkin dimintihed ; 
countenance rather pale ; eyes clear ; one ftool ; tongue white : he 
was rather flow in anfwering queftions : the fridion was repeated 
this morning. Soon after he had a vomiting of bile, and had loofe 
flools : fmall draughts of warm water were given, followed by a 
dole of laudanum. 

Faffed a reillefs night ; occafionally delirious ; vomiting had Dec. ir, 
ceafed; loofenels continued ; tongue white, with great thirffj the 
bubo in the groin had a blackifli cedour ; when he was ienlible, he 
complained of general pains; the perlpiratiou from the fri(3ions. 
continued.. Several purple fpots upon different parts of the body : 
the anodyne without the antimonial wine repeated. 

Faffed a reftleff night; delirium continued; loofenels abated; Dec. is. 
only two ffools the laft twenty-four hours; tongue white,, with 
great thirfl: ; the petechioe more numerous ; the bubo rather d im? - 
nifhed, but retaining the blackilh colour; fkin hot and dry; re- 
peated the fridlon in the morning. However, about one o’clock 
F. M. he was very reftlels and delirious, and attempted' to get out 
of the tent : after thefe efforts he became more calm, and at four 
o’clock F. M. expired. 

The body was interred by Arabs immediately, and the tent, and 
every article within it, deftroyed by firq, 

3 V 
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A case of 
lues venereay 
with secon- 
dary symp- 
toms, cured 
by nitrous 
acid, at 
Cairo. 


A civil artificer, Alley, Lad feveral extenfive venereal ulcerations 
in the throat, upon the tonfils, and poflerior part of the palate, ac- 
companied with venereal blotches upon the face, legs, &c. He had 
likewife chancres. He had taken no medicine whatever. 


oa. 21, I ordered him the nitrous acid, diluted in the ufual manner, and 

1801 . - _ j iv. 

gradually increafed the daily dofe of one drachm to two and three 
drachms. In the ufe of this remedy he perlevered without any 
interruption, gradually getting better, until the agth November, 
when he complained of pain, and uneafinefs of the fiomach from 
the medicine, which induced me to lay it afide for a few days, and 
to fubftitute to it the oxygenated muriate of potalh, in dofes of fif- 
teen grains four times daily. 

Perceiving on the 6th December a finall recent ulcer on the left 
tonfil, I refumed the ule of the acid in doles of two and three 
drachms daily, in the ufual diluted manner; and continued this 
treatment until the i6th December, when the throat, chancres^ 
and eruptions upon the fkin, had perfedly difappearedi During the 
cure a folution of ceruffa acetata, with lint, was applied to the 
chancres. 

Not one grain of mercury in any fhape was employed in the above 
cafe. ‘ , , 

The general health and ftrength of the patient were much isBr 
proved during the ufe of the acid. 
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An AhJlraSi of Officers, non-comtniffioncd Officers, Privates, &c. who 
compofed the Military Miffion in 1 7Q9- 

Officers, royal artillery, royal engineers, &c. &c 13 

Non-commiffioncd officers and privates, royal artillery . . 3u 

Non-commiffioned officers and privates of the royal military 

artificers 

Civil artificers 9 


Total . . . 7d 

N. B. With thefe 18 women and iG children left England. 


AN ABSTRACT OF DEATHS OF OFFICERS AND MEN, 
From January 1799, to October 1802. 


Difeafes whicli proved fatal. 

The Number 
of Deaths from 
each Difeafe. 


Fever. Malignant, bilious, remittent - 

1% 

Two of thefe were Officers. 

Dyfcntery 

4 


Plague 

2 


Drowned - -- -- -- -- - 

3 


Peftoral Complaints - - - ^ - 

% 


Difeafed Liver 

I 


Convulfive Affedion, apparently brought 
on by extreme fatigue and great ex- 

* ; 

An Officer, 

pofure to the fun - - - - - - 

I 

Total - 

■ 25* 



iC B. Three women and fix children died from fever, dyfentefy, convulfions, 
Ac. .One of the women died under fufgicious fymptoms of pl^e. 


* Several deaths among the privates have happened fince i -left Alexandria/ Ttvo of them 
vrere cafes of plague. 


3 ti 2 


HISTORICAL JOURNAL 


HISTORICAL JOURNAL OF PLAGUE. 


I have neither the intention nor the ability to enter fully 
into the general hiftory of plague, with all its varieties and 
particulars, I muft refer the reader, who may wilh for fuch general 
information, to thofe authors who have profeffedly written upon the 
fubjea ; and confine myfelf to the relation of the incidents and faas 
colleded in the country, with the feveral cafes of plague which I 
have feen, and alfo heard defcribed. I truR and hope, that as thele 
remarks are noticed and detailed faithfully, and no particular hypo- 
thefis e%ou^d by me at the time they were written, I fliall have 
lefi apprehenfion of incurring the fufpicion, either of having written 
with a view to fupport a particular theory, or of claiming any merit 
from the mode of treatment fuggefted. 

In the moft violent attach, of plague the vital principle appear, 
to be fnddenly, m a great meafnre, eatinguilhed , or otherwife fo 

rt 'he hra 

Ihock of the difeafe only for a very Ihort time. 

Eaample, of thi, hind occurred. Several of the fepoys of the 
army m .Egypt, and others, appeared to finfc under the firft 
impreflmn of the contagion, their attack, being, fudden, inftantaneons, 
and vtolent. I Was mformed that feveral - dropt down when in the 
t?tn^, and died within a few hours afterwards. 
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A civil artificer died after thirty-fix hours illnefs. 

A choarbadgi, or colonel of Janiffaries, died at the expiration of 
two days, within our buildings at Cairo. The death of thefe two 
individuals was inftantaneous, and without a ftruggle. 

The plague may be defined to be a difeafe Jut generis y which can- 
affect perfons more than once in their lives ; and, from a variety of 
circumftances, is evidently contagious. 

The mofl: evident and leading lymptoms which attend this dread- 
ful malady, are head-ach ; more or leff fever ; thirfl: ; generally an. 
intenfe or burning internal heat about the prascordia ; naufea, and 
occafional vomiting ; the veffels of the eyes are turgid, accompanied 
with diarrhoea (which is often a troublefome and dangerous lymp- 
tom) ; haemorrhages,; delirium ; petechia, and large livid Ipots cover 
the body in different parts ; buboes in the groin, axilla, &c. ; car- 
buncles ; an early and great proftration of ftrength, &c. &c. 

Sometimes the difeafe is uftiered in fuddenly and violently ; at 
others the fymptoms commence more llowly, and with more mode- 
ration-. This variety and manner in the mode of attack may pro- 
bably depend upon fome particular difpofition or conftitution of the 
fubjedl, or nature of the prevailing epidemic. 

Upon the decline of the plague feafon, feveral patients are fcen to 
recover: the fymptoms of the difeafe at this period are more mode- 
rate, and favourable to recovery. We had examples of this kind 
while with the Ottoman army at Jaffa, &c. in Syria. The fame 
fadt is obferved at Conftantinople. Although it has been noticed 
that the plague does not frequently attack the fame perfon more than. 
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once m the fame peftifcrous fcafon, yet there are inflances where 

this has happened, and where the relapfcs which have occurred have 
proved fatal. 

The great Mameluke chief, Mourad Bej, fell a vidim to a fecond 
attack in 1801. 

The contoutions have been thought more fecure from a fccond 
attack, or even rclapfc of difeafe, when the fuppnrations have been 
more complete. A good fuppuration afforded the natives a good 
prognofis, they thinking it gave a more favourable iffue to the difeafe. 

When the buboes fublide, in place of coming forward, apprehen- 
fions are always entertained for the fafety of the patient : for which 
reafon warm platters and cataplafms are applied. However, the 
perfea or imperfed fuppnration of buboes appears rather as an index 
of the ftate of the vital energy in the fyftcm, than ncceffaryor ufe- 
ftl as an outlet for morbittc matter. The pain of the buboes is fomc- 
ttmes moft excruciating, and tlie furfaees arc at times difcolourcd 
even, to a livid or deep black colour; at other times the pain is 
trifling, accompanied with little or no difcolouration of the ikin. 

It IS Angular, that at this prefent day there fhould cxift oppofitc 
opinions refpeaing the contagious principle of plagne. There are 
pro e lona men who have come forward, puhlifficd, and difavowed 
the contagion of plagne. There are othe„ who have fo far encou: 

^ g d and adopted this dangerous doarine, as to have put it to the 
experiment by the inoculation of themfelvcs. Dr. White 

tir^VcT^ ™ >801, had the temerity 

. . ocu a e hjmfdt in the Srms Wth recent matter taken from the 



OF PLAGUE. 


519 


bubo of a pcftiferous patient,* and likewife rubbed the fame matter’ 
upon different parts of his body. Not content with endangering his 
own life, he wrapt his Arab fervant in the bedding of an individual 
lately dead of plague. The difeafe was fully produced upon himfelf, 
and buboes formed. He died, I believe the fourth day from attack. 
The Arab fled. I had endeavoured to difeourage him from purfu- 
ing this dangerous opinion, that the plague was not contagious, the 
contrary appearing fo manifeft to me upon a variety of occaflons. 

To corroborate this latter opinion, I have to relate fome few fadls. 
A pelice, the property of a Turk who died from plague, w'as given to 
another, who, without fear or thought, put it on his back, caught 
the infedlion, and quickly died. In this way this pelice might have 
palled into the hands of, twenty more, with the fame , apathy and 
fatal effe(fls. 

A gunner of artillery belonging to the military million entered the 
tent of a pellifcrous patient, contrary to orders ; fupported the 
fhoulders of the patient, while he took drink ; immediately caught 
the infedlion, and died at the end of five days, with buboes and 
lymptoms of plague. Vide cafe of gunner Cowden, page 512. 

I received information from the Imperial Conful and others at 
Cairo, that in 1801 a veffel arrived at Boulac from Upper Egypt, 
laden with fenna. The crew related to the conful, that they had 
loft two men after twenty-four hours illnefs, which report, .from all 
the accounts he could colled, induced him to believe the difeafe to 

* Sir Robert Willbn fays, this was done to try tbe eSefts of inoculation, a's in fidall- 
pox, and to afeertain whet^ it would produce a jjiildcr. difeafe. , 


520 


HISTORICAL JOURNAL 


have been plague. He made known the circum fiance, and the ne- 
ceffity there was for the vefTel to be put under quarantine, previoully 
to her departure for Upper Egypt. His laudable advice was ne- 
gleded, although he had been a refident in Egypt forty years. On 
the arrival of the vefTel at the place of deflination in Upper Egypt, 
only one of the crew was alive to relate the difmal ftory ; the reft 
had fallen vidlims to the plague on their pafTage. 

This unfortunate man tranfported with him the feeds of the dif- 
cafe to his home, where he foon died, and many others likewife. 

We met, even among the Turks, with fome individuals who 
believed in, and were aware of, the contagious property of plague. 
Mahmoud Rcif Effendi, the Keis Effcndi, or fecretary of ftate for 
foreign affairs, was extremely watchful and attentive to keep the 
difeafe and infeftion from himfelf and fliite, by affiduoufly adopting 
fumigations bf fulphur, &c. before and after every vifit which he 
made in camp, and by not fuffering a vifit from any one fufpedled. 
Without' ventilation, fumigation of his tent, fophas, &c. &c. Even 
the religious bar among the Mahomedans refpeefting wine he readily 
overcame, when told that with bark it was a good prefervative. 

An old barber dodlor in Cairo died in the year 1 80 1 , from plague, 
at the advanced age of ninety-fjx years. This man had long been 
celebrated among peftiferous patients, attended, and bled them oeca* 
fionally, and at the age of ninety-ftx years caught, for the firft time, 
the infeftion, under which he funk. 

A perfon in Cairo, interpretet to a French officer, who had fallen 
a vidim to plague isoi^ caught the infedion from his njaftcr, 
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And cornmuniCtitcd the difeafc to his motherj niece, and another 
perfon within the fame houfe, all of whom died, w^hilc two fmall 
children In the fame family efcaped infedlion. 

The interpreter related to me the manner of attack, &c. &c. The 
firft fymptom of indlfpofition which he was fenfible of, was a fmall 
pimple, fituated upon the lower part of the abdomen, which ra- 
pidly Inflamed, enlarged, and became painful, furrounded wdth a 
livid circle. At this time he was feized with fhiverings, followed by 
an intenfe burning heat, internal as well as external, accompanied 
with head-ach, and pains of the knees and joints. He had a naufea 
and vomiting, and a bubo appeared in each groin. In two or three 
days a loofenels came on. 

To the buboes a pitch plafter was applied to promote flippuration, 
wdiich, when effeded, they were opened. The carbuncle, which 

formed from the pimple upon the abdomen, was left to burfl: of 
itfelf. 

The patient took no medicines ; he was aware of the nature of 
his complaint, and kept his mind tranquil ; as he was thoroughly 
convinced that this was abfolutely neceflary for his own fafoty. He 
made ufo of a light diet. 

It Is, indeed, pretty generally remarked, that tr3nquillity of mind 
is of tjhe utmoft importance in plague. 

It is obferved by the French, that the plague which comes from 
Upper l^ypt, is the mofl active and fatal ; it is true, that the year 
1801 afibrded a dreadful example of its malignity and deftruiStiye in- 
fluence. The difoafo was fo general, *and fo fatal where it raged, 
that whole villages, towns, and dillrifts, had their inhabitants fwept 
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off by tbis cruel fcourgc, while the cattle were ftraying about for 
food and owners.*' 

The difeafe is faid to travel progreffively from Damafcus in Syria, 
from town to town, until it arrives in Egypt. Sometimes it com- 
mences at Cairo, and travels through Syria ; and then the interme- 
diate towns and places, one after the other, fulFer this fcourgc of 
human afflidlion. 

Thofe W'ho believe that plague is not contagious, fupport their 
opinions by bringing forward a number of incidents to prove, that 
“ perfons who have been expofed to peftiferous patients, and who 
‘‘ have had communication with fuppofed infcdled merchandize, 
“ clothes, &c. &c. have efcaped without receiving the infedion.” 
The fame thing happens nearly with fmall-pox. Indeed, repeated 
inoculations are occafionally abfolutely neceffary to produce the vario- 
lous infedion. This fad would feem to imply, that a certain fufeep- 
tibility is required to receive the infedion. 

Although an individual may have happily efcaped infedion at 
one time, yet it does not follow that the fome good fortune may 
attend him at another ; this fame want of fufoeptibility, or what- 
ever may be the power of refilling its Imneful effeds, may not 
always continue to pervade the habit: and, therefore, , the negled 
of laudable, ufeful, and necelTary precautions, may tend ultimately 
to Overthrow^ the mod hardy and intrepid ; more particularly as the 

- I'" - - ’ -- ^ I - . . ' 

* Tiiis mnaik of th,e Frenth. does not conrefpond exa£Hy with the information 
which I coUeAed ih Egypt, . at Cairo : &(m the moft tefpe&ble inhahitants I was in- 
formed, that the is not. on|y kfs frequew in, tJ^iser Egypt than m .Low^ 

that the..*noft violent cafes of infeAion were thought in general to be im- 
ported from Sj^ria and Lower Egypt. ’ 
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general curative raean^ are fo extremely deficient, or inefficacious in 
plague, 

W ith all the fadls before my eyes, I have been aflonifhed at the 
indifference of the Muflulmen employed in the burial of the dead, 
to fee them handle and touch the bodies of pefiiiferous fubjedts, as 
though they had died of common difeafes. Every corpfe of a muf- 
fulman is regularly waflied and fhaved before interment ; and thefe 
interments are compleat nuifances, the body being fcarcely covered 
by the earth. The putrid exhalations, therefore, from their ceme- 
taries, or burial-grounds, are prodigloufiy offenfive in hot weather. 
The perfons employed in the interments, are, however, faid to catch 
the difeafe occafionally and die. 

Query. Probably the fame adlive infedllon is not to be received 
from the dead fubjedl as from the living ? It being faid, “ that the 
“ moft favourable and fure period for the propagation of plague, is 
“ during the flate of fever, 

A perfon long refident in Egypt affured me, that the difeafe, 
for the mofl: part, appeared among the inhabitants in the folio w- 
ing order : 

“ Blacks and negroes, 

“ Mamelukes and whites ; and laftly, 

. The natives of the country.” 

In thefe peftiferous countries, the precautions which the Chrif- 
tians take, render them lefs fubjedl to plague than the Mahome- 
tans. Yet we are told, that out of 270 Greeks, inhabitants of 
jCairo, feventy died of plague in 18 si. The Bedouin. Aiabs of the 

S X 2 
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defert, are fald to be much lefs fubjed to plague, than the Fellahs, 
or Arab inhabitants of towns and villages. 

It Is generally remarked, that a deviation from a light diet under 
this difeale, and after its recent difappearance, is frequently produc- 
tive of mlfchief, in as much as it favours a relapfe, or protrads re- 
covery. 


The danger is proportioned to the diminution of vital energy, 
and extent of fever. Deaths happen from the firft to the feventh, 
and even eleventh days of the difeafe; the moft frequent from the 
fourth to the eleventh day : yet fatal terminations occur often at 
the expiration of twelve or twenty-four hours. Among the youths 
and middle aged there is fald to be the greateft number of deaths. 

In Egypt, the plague prevails when the Nile is low, about the 
months of March, April, May, and June ; at the latter end of 
, the dileale is for the moft part obforved to be upon the de- 
Cline. At this period the weather is extremely hot. and the heat 
general^ contmues during the months of July and Auguft. In June 
1801 , Fahrenheit’s thermometer flufluated in the fhade at Cairo 
*om 100 to 108 degrees; while in July and Auguft the highell 
was .06 degrees : the heat was oppreffive, being reflefied from the' 
neighbouring mountains of Mokkattam. 


At Conftantinople, the cold weather in winter is obferved to put 
a flop to plague. We have therefore feen, that the extremes of 
heat and cold are unfavouraUe to the ptopagatioa of plague. 

Since the trade with Egypt has been interrupted during the war,' 
Conftantrnople has, fuffered bnt iittk from plague fcr the three laft ' 
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years. From the heft information received, and obfervations recently 
made, it would appear that the plague is a native of Africa, and of 
Ada. It is remarked by the inhabitants, that the difeafe is more 
prevalent at Rofetta, than in any other town or part of Egypt. The 
ftreets of Rofetta are extremely narrow and very dirty. The man- 
ner in which the inhabitants live croudedly together, would appear 
fufficient, in a ftagnant Rate of the atmofphere, in moft of their 
towns, &c. to generate peftilential or malignant difeafes. The very 
few comforts and conveniencies which fall to the lot of the poorer 
clafs of the natives in Egypt, by far the moft numerous, would lead 
one naturally to expeft great mortality when the plague prevails 
among them. Dreadful examples are feen annually to happen. 

When I was at Rofetta, in February 1 802 , I perceived fwampy, 
boggy grounds near to the town, the ditches, and fmall canals con- 
tiguous to which, and the gardens, had offenfive ftagnant waters 
within them.* At this time the plague had broken out at Rofetta, 
and furniflied feveral fatal examples to the Engllfh, Greeks, and 
'Arabs. The fears and apprehenfions were fo great at Alexandria, 
refpedling the communication with Rofetta, that the Commander 
in Chief, Lord Cavan, obliged all veflels and perfons coming from 

* This obfervation, connefted with the preceding one, that the plague prevails 
when the Nile is low, appears to render it probable that this difeafe is merely a malig- 
nant remittent fever. This will appear ftill more probable, when it is confidered, that 
buboes and glandular abfeefles are common in Syria, in cafes where the plague is not 
fuppofed to.he concerned. * , 

Sir Robert Wilfon appears to have formed the above opinion. Sec Ms "W Alfb 
fee Journal of Syria, Feb, 7, 1801. 
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the latter place, to perform quarantine previoully to their entry into 
Alexandria. 

The difeafe had appeared at Alexandria before I left it in March, 
and feverai had died in the lazaretto. This contagion was fuppofed 
to have been imported from Eofetta. The plague is generally ob- 
ferved to commence in commercial places ; and this circumftancc 
probably gave rife to the idea, that contagion was imported in articles 
ot merchandize, &c. from diftant parts.* 

At the termination of the plague feafon, when one may naturally 
fuppoie that there is the greateft accumulation of infcdled materia}^ 
clothing, bedding, tents, &c. it is Angular (unlefs heat be admitted 
as an ufeful agent in deftroylng contagioia), that the difeafe ftiould, 
as it were, difappear of itfelf, and that rather fuddcniy.f 

. * Dr. Mead lias thus written in his Difeourfe upon Plague, page 263. « From all 

« that has been faid it appears ver7 pWnly, that the plague is a real poifon, wWch, 
being bred in the ibuthern parts of the world, is carried by commerce into other 
countries, particularly into Turkey, where it maintains itfelf by a kind of circulation 
"from perfons to goods, which is chiefly owing to the negligence of the people 
« there, who are ftupidly carelefs in this affair: that when the conftitution of the air. 

to favour infection, it rages there, with great violence : that at that time 
" mart efpeciaHy difeafed perfons give it to' one another, and from them contagioas 
« matter is lodged in goods' of a lobfe and fofi texture, which, being packed up, and 
“ earned into other countries, let out when opened the imprifoned feeds of contagion, 
and produce the difeafe, whenever the air is difpofed to give them force ; otherwife 
" they may be diffipated, without any confiderable ill effeAs : and laftly, that the air 
doe^ not ufually diffhfe and fpread thefe to any great diftance, if intercourfe and 
" coiiknerce with the place infefted be ftrifriy prevented.” 

t An -additlohal corroboration of the opinion) that a marlh vapor may be the cattle 
of plague, and that plague is only n modification of remittent fever. The difference 
of opinion as to ll^ tOntagibus nature not "being demonfrrated, fornilhes another, cir- 
cumftance in favour of % Hea. See Virhtit Iblldv^ ia this Journal,, and fee ^fo Mcdicai 
Journal of Syria, FSb. 7, 1 801- 
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A fever with malignant Symptoms prevailed in the neighbourhood 
of Conftantlnople in the autumn of 1709. Several fatal cafes of this 
fever, which have been already detailed, occurred in the military 
mlffion in barracks at Levant Chiflick. 

The deaths happened from the fifth to the feventh day. The 
.fever was accompanied with occafional fallownefs, or yellow colour 
of the {kin, dark livid fpots, petechia;, and a train of unfavourable 
iymptoms. However, the charadleriilics of plague were not prefent; 
there were neither glandular fwellings, buboes, nor carbuncles, &c. 

When the Nile is low, and when the foil of Egypt is in the highefh 
ftate of drynefs, which happens about the months of April, May, and 
June, eddies of wind carry into the air great quantities of fine dull;. 
■About this time the hot kampfm winds blow from the fouth and 
fouth-eall occafionally, raifmg immenfe clouds of this fine fubtle 
dull into the atmofphere, to the great diflrefs of all animals. The 
inconvenience which occafionally enfues from thefe hot fcorching, 
winds is very great to man, as well as to animals. Camels, fowls, 
&c. are laid to have perilhed at Belbeis and ellewhere, in the month 
of June €801. This wind is called hampjint which in Arab implies 
fifty, to denote that thefe winds will occafionally blow during the 
fpace of fifty days. From them the {kin becomes dry and parched, 
producing great languor, and profbfatibn of {Irfength, i)vMclr take off 
ail ability and inclination to move. The vvhole of the atifiofphere 
is at this tinae obfeured with the duft, • which is fo very fiibtle, that 
it pervades thAnicefi; fafi:ening. The air feels as though ifiiling frhtQ 
the mouth of ott oven, and the funds al*though on fire; ^hdtallic 
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fubRanccs become tmpleafantly warm to the touch. At this period 
the plague is Laid to be more general and fatal. 

In the month of June the Ottoman army occupied the right bank 
of the Nile, on its approach towards Cairo. At that time the Nile 
was low, and the water foul. Many people were feized with fudden 
retching and vomiting, without pain, or any other indifpofition : 
this complaint loon fubfided. 

At firft I fought for the caufe in the negleded copper kitchen 
utenfils belonging to the Turkifli cooks. Some attributed this com- 
plaint to the waters of the Nile. The fame thing, however, oc- 
curred to thofe who drank of the waters procured from the wells of 
Mattaree. I rather attributed this afFedion to weaknefs and great 
irritability of Romach, brought on by fatigue, heat. &c. Dyfpeptic 
complaints are extremely common among the Ottomans. Their 
extremely greafy diet is no doubt one of the caufes of this diforder. 

About the above time we had many cutaneous afFedions. A pain- 
fbl puftniary eruption, which was very troublefome, broke out upon 
the body in various parts. Repeated gentle faline purges and anti- 
xnonials were ufefbl in removing this complaint. The ®ccafional 

ufeofthe warm, bath af Cairo affifted m thq removal of the difeafed 
Rate of the Ikin. 

‘ I ' ^ t j 

The French notice a fimllar cutaneous complaint which happened 
to them, and tihlch they attributed to the watas of the Nile; and 

hence, called it N//. 

When tbf Nile begins to, rife, the water is nearly clear ; foon 
aterwards it atfurn«s,a greenilh. and then an ochrey colour. The 
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earthy matter with which the water is at this time abundantly 
loaded, is ufually fuffered to fubhde before the w^ater is drank. For 
this purpofe great ufe is made in Egypt of a porous earthen veffel, 
which is made in the country, called hirdack, and in which the water 
is kept to allow the earth to fall to the bottom. Thefe veffels are 
placed in front of the windows, and being extremely porous, the 
water iffues through them, and hcncei by the external evaporation 
from their fides, the contained water is rendered extremely cool and 
agreeable, particularly in a climate like that of Egypt. This is indeed 
a great luxury to the inhabitants, whofe common beverage is water. 

The various colours which the water of the Nile alTumes at dif- 
ferent times may probably be owing to the different kinds of earth 
wafhed into the river by the heavy rains which fall in Abyffinia, and 
other remote parts. In the kingdom of Smaar the foil is laid to be 
of a reddilh colour ; if fo, this may probably give the water of the 
Nile its ochrey appearance. One can fcarcely imagine that afufft- 
ciency of putrid vegetable matter could fall into the Nile to give it 
the greeniOi colour, which fome perfons have been inclined to attri- 
bute to fuok a caufe. 

St. John’s day has been long celebrated for putting an end to 
plague. Certainly about this period we did oblerve in’E^pt and 
Syria, that the difeafe was npoja the^ddclihe. . However, by the cre- 
dulous great virtues are attributed to the copious, dews which are 
obferved to fall about this time. Yet throughout the iiimmer the 
dews are ulually; heavy, but more abundant at one period ^haii at 
another. , ,Th®Ih 4fws have been faid tb poffefs very ftrong^acif pro- 
perties, inforaubh tbaf metallic lubftances expole^ to ihem in the 
, ’ 3 IP 
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night are corroded in a fhort time. The truth of this remark I can- 
not confirm. The furface of the ground in many places, particu- 
larly about the mounds of rubbifli at Cairo, is- thickly covered with 
nitre ; and upon the ifland of Rondah 1 have feen the earth fo ex- 
tremely white as to referable at a diftance a light fall of fnow.* 

The prevailing winds, in June and July, were N. W. How far 
may thefe winds be ferviceable in fiippreffing the plague } 

It is generally believed that contadl is neceffary to communicate 
plague; and that a perfon may hold converfation with one infeaed 
with impunity, prwided he does not touch him, or the garments of 
the peff:'iferous!’|' - 


By the extfeme trarrown^ of the Hreets. of Cairo (a remark of 
general application to the towns of Turkey), in which you cannot 
walk, however public or frequented they may be, without joRling, 
or touching others m paffing, the propagation of difeafe in the plague 
feafon is wonderfully facilitated. When it appears in Cairo,, the 
franks or Chriftians find from experience that their only fccurity 
confifts m ftutting themfelves up within their own diftri<3s, and 
within their own dwellings, until the difeafe is paffed over. During 
this confinement, they receive their provifions, and other articles, 
through a hole made in the door, or wall, for the purpofe: thefe 
Tiauals, &c. are immerfed in water previoufly to their being touched 
or u|ed .by them. \ i 


* This faliae earth the inhabitaats coUcA at the clofe df the year (November De- 
eember, &c.) at and WMa k mafce the hitte irii^oyed in^the como^ 

tionofganpowderi^&5c.;',,V; 

f A Smyrna mer^t; whd ’has ' long Kyed m the GOiintry, affured we, that he 
^^^^took care to get to the vrihihtAd fiie 6f the patient, as a hec^ty precahtibh, 
■when in converfation with a peftiferous ; 
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Tiie merchants of Cairo pofitively affirm, that the oil-fellers and 
water-carriers (the latter are extremely numerous in Cairo), as well 
as the tanners, arc not fubjcdl to plague. 

At the time 'when the plague raged at Jaffa, in 1800, there was a 
great mortality among the cattle. Even the dogs fuffered from a 
violent inflammation and fwelling about the genitals, &c. 

Notwithftanding all the experience of the French and others, ffil! 
the precife nature and origin of plague appears to be involved in 
doubt and obfeurity. Some have attributed it to the ffagnant 
■waters of the Nile, and to certain viciffitudes of the atmofpher.e. 

It is obferved by Dr, Defgenettes, chief phyfician to the -French 
army in Egypt, that the plague attacks more particularly thofe ex- 
pofcd to fudden changes of atmoiphere, ■fiich as bakei®, blaokfmiths, 
cooks, &c. And likevvife, that men given to excels in the ufc of 
Spirituous liquors, and women, are rarely cured of plague. 

I was informed by a refpedlable and well-informed inhabitant, and 
a man of obfervation, in Cairo, "tibat after a plentiful inundation the 
plague was obferved to prevail.^ And further, that "when fmall- 
pox was epidemical in Cairo, where it is generally very fatal, the 
inhabitants nfually expe^ .plague to follow. , 

* , * 

'♦ SeeiBg that the cotiBtjf tp an' ejdwifive’toorafe, 6t marfli, 

may it not be .fuppofed, that from , the 'decay and cornjption of much animal or vege- 
table matter, a noxious gas may be generated and exhaled by an ardent heat of the 
-foa, fufficient to produce contagion &ch as.plague ? . ' i- 

..lor my own part I apa diffident in foranng an hypothefis or theory upop,.j^^e, 
feeing that the French phyficians arc fo Blent n^n the fubjeft. They app^^fp have 
gan^'^Httle of no' ^^er.'ffitelligewe on ffie nature and cure^ of fof- 
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In a correfpondence with the Earl of Elgin at Conftantinopic, I 
lamented I was not in poileffion of the vaccine matter to introduce 
into Cairo this difeafe, which has been difFufcd happilj over a great 
part of the world, to the great fecurity and fafety of its inhabitants, 
and which will in time, it is to be hoped, completely annihilate 
fmail-pox from among us. 

Plague IS fure to make its appearance annually in fomc part of 
Egypt or the other ; either confining its baneful elFeds to the fpot 
where it firfi; broke put, or becoming otherwife diffufed, and fpread- 
ing like wnld-fire through villages, towns, and diftrias, fweeping off 
the inhabitants m its progrefs. It has been known to rage fatally 
at Boulack, and, difappear without entering Gtand Cairo, although 
a diftance of only two miles. Such is the extraordinary nature'^of 
this diieale^ that it feems to defy all reafbning. 

am would naturally imagine that the mode in which the poorer 
clafies of people who inhabit Cairo and other towns and villages in 
Egypt, &c. are crowded together, would inevitably be produaive of 
toe difeafe, particularly in fo warm a climate, one inhabitant of 

London appearing on an average to, occupy as much fpace as twenty 
in Grand Cairo. ,'C 1 ,,, , , 

The neglea of cleanlinefs in the inhabitants, who live in filAy 
and confined holes, upon a poor, diet, with a want of proper, and 
nectary clothing, mufl: co-operate in the generation of rttalrgnarit 
difeafes. , .-Again, I have remarked, that when t|ie Nile is low, the 
canal which to tough and: about Grand Gairb, is no longer fup- 

ceptade for muen fiith,ahd:cbrWrptipfliTuM^aSThe carcafi^^s^^^^ 
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dogs, cats, See. and the refufe of much animal and vegetable matter. 
Indeed, the putrid exhalations iffuing from this and other canals in 
and about Cairo, I was witnefs to in 1801, and cannot help think- 
ing that thofe who are fituated near them mufi; feel its baneful efFecls, 
However, I content myfelf to relate the fadl, without hazarding a 
further opinion. 

It has been difputed whether plague is native of Turkey, of Egypt, 
or of Africa. To decide may be difficult. It however may bc'wor- 
thy of remark, that fince the interruption of trade between Egypt 
and Conftantinople during the war, the latter place has been nearly 
free from plague. 

The climate and air of Turkey appear to be good. At Conflan- 
tinople the inhabitants are not fubjedl to the hot fcorching kampfm 
winds, fo dlftreffing in Egypt. 

It is a well known fadl, that the plague dilappears fuddenly, and as 
fliddenly re-appears, without affording any apparent caufe for thefe 
changes. This happened while we were in Syria, &c. with the 
Ottoman army. , > 

From all that one has feen and heard, it would appear either that 
the virus of plague, does not always poffefs the fame affivityand 
force, or that certain perfons are qccafionally infufceptjble of its ac- 
tiorj,: and alfo, that from tho/udden appear^ as well=i^ termina- 
tion of the difeafe, the ncceffity of fome powerful agent is implied to 
put the contagion into adtion,. and give It its, full force, as well asi #o 
deffroy its effedls when prefenfc leaving,- however, a fuffidie^c;^ of 
the contagious principle latent wi|hii3? the cx>untry, to p^oi^ate the 
. difeafe^^v^^heneyqr ,fach_. chcnm%aces,.lhaU^favpur;;|^;^^hi^Ev.PBd 
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it forth, witliout having recourfe to the annual generation of frcfk 
matter, or virus, as neceflarj to account for the rc-appcarance of 
dilcafe at each plague feafon. 

May it be imagined that this agent rcfides in the atmofphere ? 
But whether this peculiar conftitution of the air conilib in a fuper- 
abundance, or in a diminution of the ordinary proportion of oxygene 
in the atmolphere, or in the combination of fome peculiar gas, or 
gaffes, diffufcd in it ; or whether the whole may be brought about 
by variations of temperature only, connedfed with moiffure or dry- 
nefs'of the air, I «muff confeff my inability to determine. Time 
alone may unfold this myffery. Indeed, a feries of eudiometrical 
and^other obfervations, continued for feveral years, at the different 

places in the country, might poflibly throw fome light upon the 
fubjedl. 

Cure. I am much difappointed to find-that fo little light has been thrown 
on plague by the refults ofthe Trench praditioners in Egypt. 

I Ihould have been happy if, -after feveral years refidence in a pef- 
fiferous country, where I conftantly fearched for ufeful information, 
my labours had been rewarded in the difeovery of an improved, or 
more fuccefsfiil treatment of plague. No fuch happinefs has attended 
me ; and as my own expericnoc is, I think, too Jimited to prefume 
to lay down a plan of cure, I muff in preference content royfelf in 
the relation of the experiments and praaice of others, .which came 

to my itnowledge while^n the- countiy. 

For my o^,|)arf, a propapt and eafly remedies appears tm 

■ me of the intertal between the 

t^e.. tpal, fcitiftf, ' 
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dies is very limited. 1 treated the feveral cafes whrch fell under my 
care, as far as it was pradicable, in the manner adopted in fevers of 
the malignant kind, with this difference, that in the fecond cafe I 
conjoined the trial of oily fridlions. Although I cannot venture to 
fpeak generally of the treatment of this difeafe, yet I would hazard 
an opinion, that where proper eftablifliments are formed for the 
reception of peffciferous patients, with proper attendants, a cautious 
and fair trial of mercury and the oxygenated remedies would merit 
attention. 

The pradlice of a Venetian do£for, who lately died, in Cairo, and 
who was much celebrated for his profeffional fkill and prognofis in 
plague, was, firft to bleed, but never after the expiration of thirty-fix 
hours from attack. He adminiiftered large dofes of camphor, and 
gave the patient a lump of it to hold conftantly in the hand. He 
attended much to diet ; gave rice water, chicken broth, boiled cu- 
cumbers, lettuces, &c. and, as a cordial, occafional fmall quantities 
of a diluted fpirit ; but always forbad wine. He entertained the 
opinion that a certain difpofition or fufceptibiiity in the patient was 
neceffaiy to the reception of the difeafe. 

A free perfpiration has been generally found ufcful ; copious per- 
fpirations are the fenfible cffeifts of the raly fridioiis, an^ arc excited 
without diftrefs or ihcohyBniehce to' the fttffering. fick. 

■ Oar interpreter, who was feized at El-Arifh with plague before 
the Vizier’s army arrived there, was feen and treated by a Turkifib 
do<3;pf, who had great corrfidence in a ftrong tfpirit which is diffflied 

' , I ' , , ^ ^ y ■ V ^ I'l ^ ( 

ahifecdS, anid';,feih the'tMlMitipy called,' racMey. - H«.,'^,ihlhiiicred! 
this’ t®jpeatedly’'aittd^ 'liberty ' ih’ the , hi? gat^eht 
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whofe fymptoms of plague were accompanied by a large carbuncle 
formed in the fide, and a bubo in the axilla. As f ion as I faw him, 
I recommended the bark liberally to him, and cataplafms to be 
applied to the fore in the fide, which was very cxtcnfive from the 
repeated floughings that had occurred fince the opening of the 
carbuncle. One of the eyes was feverely inflamed, and it w'as long 
before he recovered his perfe£l intelledts, as well as his fight. 

The partial and unfteady manner in which plague patients ap- 
peared to be treated among the Turks, I confels afforded but little 
chance of fuccefs in the removal of the difeafe. 

Bleeding, as a remedy in plague, has been the fubjedl of much 
difpute among eelebrated phyficians. While at Jaffa, it was the 
pradlice of the Venetian dodlors to make ufe of blood-letting. Many 
patients died fuddenly after the operation: the deaths appeared 

haftened by the evacuation of blood. 

The indifcrimlnate employ of bleeding may be of ferious confe- 
quences in weakening thofe natural powers of the f^'flen!! which 
might be ufcfully exerted to the fubduition of difeafe, 

I ufed the oily fridions in the rflanner recommended and adopted 
by Mr. Baldwin, late .'Ehglifh conful at Alexandria. The detail of 
thefe cafes, and the methods taken to remove the contagion fironi 
among us, will be found in the Medical Joprnal in Syria. • 

A fyphus’patient evideiftly derived great benefit from the ufe of the 
oily fridiopsi The refultof my obfervations pnd pradice with the 
oil induces me'*'#o,;»;hc^e\rit,;1vi|l;'he:fqphd,,pf^^^ as a preventive. , I 
repeatedly ^ecdlA^h^6d^the>iaiq^’with;pi^^^^^ the "Turks,, hui^ll' 
to no purpofe. While their prejudioes OoPtinue, it will be « 
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to attempt reform, or to annihilate the difeafe from among them. 
At Smyrna they continue to ufe the oil in plague, and it is faid that 
this mode of treatment is more efficacious than any other. The 
merchants, however, from whom I colledled this account, obferve, 
that the proportional fuccefs with the oil is not every year the fame. 
Sometimes the half and more of the infeded are fayed, at other 
times not more than a fift|i or fixth. 
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^^LTHOUGH much has been done both by the rude and en- 
lightened nations in the improvement of medicine In its va- 
rious branches, ftill the field is ample, the art having by no means 
attained perfedlion. The communication, therefore, of information 
acquired In pra<aice, however trivial the fadls may appear at firft 
view, may, at a future period, be found ufeful to others. Encou- 
raged in this opinion, 1 have been induced to arrange what has oc- 
curred to me upon ophthalmia ; and jfhall be extremely happy if any 
good fliall refult from my obfervations and pradlice. For except the 
plague, I think there is not a difeafe in Syria and in Egypt which 
produces more dreadful fufFerings and difirrefeful confequences than 
ophthalmia. The difeafe is there endemial, and rages with violence 
annually, about the time when the Nile is low, and the country in 
a ftate of extreme diynefs. 

In the months of May, June, July, and part of Auguft, in the 
year ^801, ophthalmia raged among the Englifh and Ottoman ar- 
mies in Egypt. At that time the weather was extremely hot and 
oppreffive, odeafiopally accompanied by the kampfih, and by hot 
fcorching win(}s %nl' the hor!h-eafl: and nbtfh-Weft, carrying clbuds 
of duft into the atmofphere. The difeafe -tvas then common, and 
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extremely diilrclilng ; for the troops being encamped, no better 
flrelter could be procured for the tick than a tent (thofc employed 
by the Ottomans are made of thin cotton), through which the vivid 
and piercing rays of the fun cafily pervaded, to the great annoyance 
and pain of the fufFering patients. 

The ophthalmy of Egypt did not appear to differ from what we 
had feen in Syria, i. e. at Jaffa, Ramla, Gaza, &c. At Jerufalem, 
at Bethlehem, and in their environs, the difeafe and its effeds were 
manifefted, though wdth Icfs violence. 

It was painful to view its effeds at Jaffa, where it appeared to 
me that the one half of the inhabitants had loff either one or both 
the eyes. Their houfes are built of a wdiite friable calcareous ftone, 
the ftreets are very narrow, and they live in a very confined manner, 
tending to generate difeafe. 

The difeafes of the eyes which prevail in %ria and in Egypt, 
among the natives, appear often conneded with fcrophulous affec- 
tions, and frequently to refult from the finall-pox. The children 
arc in general badly nouriflred, have enlarged mefenteric glands, and 
a pallid and unhealthy countenance. Difeafed eyes among the in- 
fants are common : they bear their fufferings with wonderful tran- 
quillity, although the eyes are loaded with matter, flies, an4 other 
fmall infeds, which are prodigioufly numerous in fkofs countries. 
Neither fex nor age appeafs to be e^tempted from this malady -: I 
think, however, that the pootet clafles of inhabitants ate more af* 
feded than the wealthy. Pfbro|Jithalmy is common 'anaOi^ the 
Syrians Egyptians, who &ffer repeated attacks of in&dsS^-ibA 

3 z 2 
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of the eyes, which ultimately reduce many of them to the moil 
pitiable ftate imaginable ; from catarads, opacities of the cornea 
and, in many individuals, from complete fuppurations of the whole 
eye, he. he. Vaft multitudes of thefe people arc reduced to abfo- 
lute blindnefb ; and feveral hundreds of them arc lodged and nou- 
rilhed in a mofque in Cairo. 

The Bedouin Arabs arc lefs fubjed to ophthalmy than the inhabi- 
tants of towns and villages. 

Ophthalmy is not confined to the human race, horfes, camels, 
dogs, afies, &c. being fubjed to inflammations of the eyes, and the 
effeds of this diftreflfing difeafe, in Egypt and Syria. 

In September and Odober the difeafe had nearly difappeared at 
Cairo and its neighbourhood. At that time the whole of the coun- 
try was nearly inundated, and tlie weather become moderate and 
more pleafantly cool. 

Upon an ihfpedion of the fick of the royal artillery attached to 
the Britifh army, when it was before Cairo, many cafes of fevere 

ophthalmia occurred. Several of the fuffeyers are fince returned fo 
England, and labour under .an impaired vifion, the cpnfequence of 
a difealed Hate of thq humours of the eye, as well as of opacities of 
the cornea, together with mofbid accumulatiqn of the aqueous hu- 
iirour, as hydxophthalmy, &c. &c. 

I fligll now rdde the of ophthalmia, and the mode in 

whic^,:ldiqy appeared ip. Syria and Egypt. . . , 

The dife^p, frequency ca^e;qpjcry, fv^dei^y,;,nfhered in, p 
fenfation, 'qxtrappou^ #atter 
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had fallen into the eye. Heat and pain foon followed. Sometimes 
the complaint was confined to one eye, at others it attacked both at 
once. Inflammation and fwelling of the eye-lids quickly enfued, 
accompanied with an incrcafed flow of tears. In a few hours the 
tumefadion had completely clofed the lids, and in the morning, after 
fleep, a purulent or thick matter glued them together. 

The apparent canfes of the difeafe are, the application of heat and 
light ; irritation from particles of fand or dufl; ; and the occafional 
expofure to night air. 

While in Egypt, I was frequently induced to believe that the 
mounds of rubbilh which numeroufly furround Cairo, Alexandria, 
&c. furniflied a peculiar caufe for the frequency and feverity of this 
difeafe in that neighbourhood ; feeing that thefe mounds are formed 
of various kinds of rubbifb, ruins, &c. among which is much old 
mortar (i. e. lime and fand, or mud) which might operate in a 
mechanical manner upon the tender and delicate membranes qC 
the eye, and hence prove a f®urce of difeafe. This rubbifh is, by 
its expofure to a fcorching fun, reduced into a fine fubtle powder, 
which is eafily a<5led upon by the leafl: puff of wind, and driven 
into the atmolphere, to the annoyance and inconvenience of every 
one. Thofe who have been near thefe places during a karopfih, 
have painfully experienced the ? truth ■' of this obfervation; Cnee 
on thefe days, when the wind blotvs' brilkly^ there is a general hazi- 
n^fs of atmofphere, from the fine particles of dufl: fufpended in the 
air. Cairo an4 Alexandria are particularly expbfed to the Woeful 
cfic^'-nftbefc ; accumulations, which overhang 
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above places. Some difficulty attends their removal at Cairo ; fee- 
ing that the inhabitants cannot fpread the rubbiffi over the land, 
as it would in time heighten the liirface of the country fo much, as 
to deprive them of the full benefit of the inundation of the Nile. 
At Alexandria this would be more pracfticablc. Stone-mafons, and 
perfons employed in the making of lime, are particularly fubjed to 
ophthalmy and pulmonary complaints, from the irritation excited 
by the particles of lime and of done upon the tender and delicate 
membranes of the eye and lungs. 

Xhe nitrous particles in the air have been by fevcral numbered 
among the caufes of ophthalmia in Egypt. Although the earth in 
many places is highly charged or iffipregnated with nitrate of potalh, 
yet I fee no reafon to attribute the prevalence of the difeafe to this 
caufe. 

Some circumftanccs have recently occurred among the troops on 
their return to England from Egypt, which have given rife to an 
opinion, that the diieale is infedious. Notwithftanding I mufl; con- 
fefs that I nothing came within my particular obfervation to confirm 
ffich an opinion, dill I ffialE relate a circuffidance which occurred 
while we were; at Jaffa, in Syria. 1 , > / 

The New Adventure tranipeftt, on board df which Were the 
women.and children of the detachments of the miffion, was fent, in 
the jAbnthof Augud 1800, withdifpatches to Cyprus, deftined for- 
Cohdantroople. Wliile they, remained -at Cyprus,' which was for a 
fewdays-oMy4<the wmenahd -^hildmn weaton4^^^ They were 
fuddebly and Stita^iked’ dnaa^ffiatioh of’ the' 'Cyes,.. 
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with which none of the failors on board were afFe£led. The medi- 
cal an an to whom they applied for relief at Larnica, in the above 
ifland, mentioned, that the difeafe was then prevalent, and that he 
eonlidered it to be infcftious. Upon their return to Jaffa, I went 
on board, and found feveral of them then fuffering from the diibrder 
with much pain, inflammation, and fwelling of the eyelids, and 
with fmall ulcerations upon the tarfi. The difeafe yielded to the 
faturnine lotion, blifters, Simulating ointment, and laudanum. 

For my own part I never met with any other incide.nt to fupport 
the opinion of the contagious nature of ophthalmia either in Egypt 
or in Syria. It appears to me, that from the ftrong glare of light, 
and heat to which the eyes are expofed during the fummer months, 
a local pr<?difpofing debility in the veflels of thefe organ? is induced 
to a fufficient degree to expire ophthalmia upon the application or 
infertion of an irritating fubftance within the eye, fuch as particle* 
of fand, lime, &c. unlcfs thefe are fpeedily removed. 

I am induced to think that I preferved my own eyes and thofe of 
others from this malady, by an attentive and frequent ablution of 
them with cold water, particularly after the daily expofure to the 
Iplar rays and duft, during our march through the defert. . , 

The expofure to night cold, during thp faU of t^e g^eat dews, I 
am inclined to belieTe. operates as, nn,' exciting caufe to the difeafe. 
Xhe ponderous turbans and lha,wls uflially worn on thp Ireads of the 
J^uffnlmen #ord n© prote(9:iGp to. the eyes, but leave them expofed 
to. the. .foil of duftf light,: ftad heat, which f«hjea the® prOre 

needier; ' ^indeed, lihe 
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The Vizier himfelf fufPered occafional attacks of ophthalmy, which 
were removed by a collyrium made with the acetite of lead, water 
and vinegar, and the ufc of a lliade of green fdk, &c. 

The general intentions of cure in the treatment of ophthalniia 
were, the refolution of the Inflammation ; the removal of the con- 
fequences w'hich frequently occurred from inflammation ; and the 
indudion of fuch a date of the eye as to prevent the return of oph- 
thalmia where there was a diipofition to its attacks. 

The remedies which I adopted were a weak fblution of the acetite 
of lead, water and vinegar, combined with gentle aperients. The 
eyes were kept fliaded as much as poflQbIe.fi:om the ftimulus of heat 
and light. , , 

If the firfl:, or primary lymptoms, fuch as pain, rednefs, and fwel- 
ling, w’ere not foon relieved, bliftera to the temples were applied, 
which frequently leflened the tumefadion. The veffels of the eye- 
lids were found loaded with blood, the inflammation afluming a 
-deep crimfon colour, ilelief having been procured, the applica- 
tion of ftt mutants was then of infinite fervice. 

^ Theung, hydrargyr. nit. lowered in the ; proportion of one part 
to three of Hug.^eeraSi inlerted into the ©yet with a hair pencil, and 
thetind. opii dfopt in after the ifte of the ointment, night and 
morning, were of the greateft benefit, and in a variety of cafes focm- 
eftedfed-.a cure; ^ This Was riot, however, always the baft ; for 
the difeaft was more ftvere^ arid refifted the firft treatment, tim- 
tunica adnafa'‘%ecaine;t&ore.bSpicfs--infl^^ftd#Atod''the paihmemm-’’ 
tenft. Iri fucli 
the lids were divided, and this 
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feemed to require, without any inconvenience attending the opera- 
tion. The patients were repeatedly purged, and blifters applied to 
the temples, behind the ears, to the nape of the neck, &c. Leeches 
could not be procured in the country ; and indeed fuch was our 
want of them at Cairo, that the Vizier was obliged to fend to Jeru- 
falem for a fmall fupply. If head-ach, or deeply feated pain within 
the eye, haraffed the patient, and was conneded with an increafe 
of general vafcular adion, as with pyrexia, in fuch like cafes general 
evacuations, as bleeding and copious purging, were adopted, and 
ufefully employed. The fliaving of the fore part of the head, and 
cold water and vinegar frequently applied to diminifti the force of 
circulation in the veflels, particularly in the neighbourhood of the 
difeafed part, were alfo found ferviceable. 

In many recent cafes, fmall and painful ulcerations formed upon 
the edges of the lids. In fuch cafes the Simulating ointment of 
nitrated mercury, and tind, opii, were extremely beneficial, and 
fpeedily efFcded a cure. But in negleded, and in obftinate cafes, 
opacities of the cornea frequently enfued, which reduced the patient 
to a temporary", partial, or abfolute blindnefs. Some melanchob^ 
cafes happened, in which the eye completely fuppurated, and wafted 
away. In recent opacities, the ointment : ^d laudanum were very 
uftfuL Although I fbuitd- thdfe' remedies .the moft' eifBcacious in re- 
moTing the dileafe^ yet I could not employ them very generally' 
among the Ottomans, \who do not comprehend the’ utility of reme- 
4ies which! giye pain- , Item true 'that there- were 'exceptiorfs;!itd'this 

Turks, as: entertained fc»fer;-|§gudices. 
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and who, pofieffing a greater degree of confidence, fubmitted to the 
ftimulants, and profited by them. 

The collyrium, corapofed of the acetitc of lead, water and \-jncgar, 
alone cured great numbers of the Ottomans : indeed, this wafii be- 
came fo celebrated among them, that I was obliged to furnifli the 
interpreter of the Vizier with a quantity of the .acetite of lead, with 
diredions to make the collyrium for the ufe of his Highnefs and 
others, on their return to Conftantinople from Cairo. 

In the early part of my pradice I hefitated to apply the ftimulants 
until the primary fymptoms were fenfibly alleviated ; after three, 
four, or fix days, when obferving a peculiar fulnefs and relaxed 
date of the internal membrane of the eyelids, from the diftended 
date of the vefiels, and which was in many cafes accompanied with 
fmall ulcerations of the tarfi, this condition of the parts condituting 
the fecondary dage of the difcalc, indicated and prompted me to 
apply dimnlants earlier, and with much benefit. 

A gaping, or an inverfion of the eyelids, occafionally occurred in 
ibme violent^ tedious, and obdinate cafes of ophthalmy, producing 
deformity, aruJ a temporary deprivation of fight, from the great 
relaxation arid elongation of the internal furfiice of the palpebra^ 
The mod remarkable cafe of it which I faw, happened to a foldier 
at Giza, belonging to the Indian army. The internal membrane of 
the 1^4 formed a flap of at lead two thirds of an inch iu depths 
hanging dpy^, and completely clofing the eye. Various adringenfc 
eollyriums ,|^ed to ditpinilh and , redrain its growth. ’ ;; 

^ Irritability and'^e^efofortte'/^eye -wer^ .relieved,- by sdring!ej»’ 



ON OPHTHALMIA. 


547 


collyrlums of vitriolated zinc, alum, &c. Frequent ablutions with 
cold water, and vinegar and w'ater, and proteding the eye from 
ftrong light, were found of advantage. 

The fliunning of the night air, the wearing of broad-brimmed 
hats, or fliades, in order to proted the eyes from the folar rays, and 
frequent ablutions with cold water, conftitute an effential part of the 
means of prevention of this difeafe. 

The Egyptians, &c. draw blood from the temples by fcarifying 
the parts. They have likewife remedies which they occafionally 
employ in this difeafe. 

They take, for example, equal quantities of powdered galls, and 
crude antimony, and mix thefe ingredients with vinegar, into the 
confidence of a pafte, with which they anoint the eyes. 

Antimony is one- of the common pigments of the women to 

blacken their eyelids and eyebrows. 

Another celebrated remedy with them is a collyriura, compofed 
of equal parts of chizmeh * powdered, fugar candy, and alum mixed 

with vinegar. 

The French praditioners make mention of a fpecies of ophthalmy 
depending upon a bilious date of domach ; likewife another fpecies 
accompanied with a fpafmodic affedion of the globe of the eye. I 
do not recoiled to have met with either of thefe deferiptions of oph- 
thalmia in the country. 

* A fingh black fliining feed, wbicb cQ Bagfefe m Darfour, of which I coUeAed a 
, finaH portion. 
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THE following Tables contain a corred ftatement of the Thermometer 
(Fahrenheit’s), the prevailing Winds, Barometer, &c. as obferved by me, three 
times daily, in Turkey, Afia, Syria, through the Defert, and in Egypt, from 
June 1 799, to March 1 802. 

In order to give an idea of the Force of the Wind, and the Quantity of 
Rain fallen, during each day, I have had recourfe to numbers ; as will be feen 
marked in a Column of the Tables, at the period they were firft noted down. 

At the expiration of a few months, I was obliged to lay afide the ufe of the 
Barometer, Eudiometer, and Pluviometer, which I had been accuffcomed occafion- 
ally to employ, it being impoffible to make ule of thefc inftruments when 
travelling. 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
In the Month of June 1799, at Buyukdere, in Turkey. 
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'JV. 5. The latter fortnight of this month (June) we had frequent h^vy fhowers of rain,, 
emmpwied with , much and lightning j ^eat variations of teWperatuire, fometimes^ 

:ery op|Mfe;ffiy:^y hbt, thenfuddenly chahgihg to cool. 'Whirhi previfled mofiJy fromN. N.E* 
nd E. N. E. ThdrtKijoraeter ranged fifbhJ'yss to 84 m fhsdtt Barometer 30 tp 3,0.20, . 















( 55 ° ) 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
During the Month of July 1799, at Buyukdere, in Turkey, 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 

During the Month of Auguft 1799, at Buytikdere, in Turkey. 
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77 
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8c 

. 88 

: Calm 


2 
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NNE 

i 
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'77 
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I'NNE 
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29. 92 
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78 
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I 
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,'8c 

1 lOj 

: N 

I 

7 

'.78 

‘ 7S 

t N ' 


29. 95 
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28 
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I 
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do. 

do. 
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'7 
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I 
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PH 
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i 
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, N. B* Td givh ^ idea of thie forte pf the prevailing winds, t have introduced the figures 
'i, h, 3i' iit-for xnftaDtG?, ,i,» detiotes.Meit^dj >, a.g^Otlef,hr«eze;,',3: ftrong breezes;-, aad 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 

During the Month of September 1799, at Buyukdere, in Turkey. 


Tliei mometer, | 

Thermometer, 

Themiometer, 


Noon. 

Evening*, 


^ A 


^3 



Force 





Force 


CL> 



Force 






rt 

Sun, 

Wind. 

of the 

Imi 

J 3 

•XJ 

a 

Sun. 

Wind. 

of tht 

P 

‘T 5 

OS 

Sun 

Wind. 

t)f the 

Barom 

Rain. 

Remar 




■ 

■■ 

Wind 


cc 



Wind 


CO 



Wind 




I 

8 

74 

1 14 

NNE 

I 

2 

76 

89 

N 

I 

6 

74 

74 

NNE 

I 

30, 10 



2 

8 

75 

111 

NNE 

1 

2 

79 

109 

NNE 


5 

77 

79 

NNE 


30. 



3 

8 

73 

74 

N 

I 

2 

74 

82 

N 

I 

5 

73 

74 

N 

2 

304 10 

Rain 

Clone 

4 

§ 

72 

75 

NNE 

2 

2 

72 

75 

N 

2 

6 

70 

71 

N 

2 

30. 14 

do. 

do. 

5 

8 

71 

HI 

N 

I 

2 

70 

97 

N 

I 

5 

68 

70 

N 

I 

30. 24 

do. 


6 

8 

63 

8c 

N 

I 

2 

71 

107 

N 

I 

5 

70 

72 

N 

I 

30* ^5 



7 

8 

70 

115 

N 

I 

2 

73 

97 

N 

I 

5 

69 

70 

N ■ 

I 

3 ®- 9 



8 

8 

70 

84 

N 

I 

2 

71 

9® 

N 

I 

5 

'67 

69 

‘ N 

I 

3 ®- IS 



9 

8 

70 

109 

SSE 

I 

2 

71 

■93 

ENE 

I 

'5 

70 

’ 7 o 

N 

I 

3 ®- 19 



10 

8 

70 

107 

SSW 

I 

2 

74 

98 

N 

I 

5 

72 

80 

N 

I 

30. 16 



II 

8 

70 

120 
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I 
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75 
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N 

I 
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72 

76 

N 

I 
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74 
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N 
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79 

N 

I 
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^3 
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72 

78 
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I 
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76 

h8 

NE 

I 
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NE 

I 

5 

72 

76 

NE 
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75 
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' NE 
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5 
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77: 

NE 

I 

30. I 


i 

i6 
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77 

1 17 
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2 
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NE 

t 

5 

74 

82 
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1 
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74 
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NE 

1 

2 

75 
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I 

5 ' 


81 
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I 

3 ®' 5 
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72 

97 

NW 

I 

2 

71 

98 

NE 
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5 

68 

72 

NE 

I 
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70 
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74 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
During tlic Month of October 1799, at Buytikdere, in Turkey. 


oa. 


1 Month. 1 

1 Hour. 

I 

8 
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8 
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8 

6 

8 

7 

8 

8 

8 

9 

8 

10 

8 

II 

8 

12 

8 

13 

8, 

14 

8 

15 

8 

16 

8 

*7 

8 

18 

8 

19 

8 

ao 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 

. . 

26 

• . 

27 

. . 

28 



Thermoiiietei*, 

Moining*. 

I'her mo meter, 

Noon. 

Thermometer, 
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Wind. ( 
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0 
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Hin. 

Wind. 
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Wind. 
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3 SW 
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R.ain 


7 ^ 

124! 

SSW 

3 


2 

3 i 

iici 

3 SW 

3 


5* 

}o 

85^ 

5 SW 

I 

30* 



68 

68 

N 

I 


2 i 

59 

69 

N 

I 


5 < 

55 

67 

N 

I 

30. 20 

Rain.i 
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do. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
During the Month of November, 1799, in the Dardanelles, at Chennecally in Afia. 


Thermometei:, 

TUermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 
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Sun, 

Wind. 
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Wind 
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56 
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E 
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; 
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; 
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48 
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46 
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i 45 
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5 

40 

46 
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5 

48 
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I 

5 

54 

60 

1 SW 
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I 

5 

50 
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I 
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5 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
During the Month of December 1799, at Galata, in Turkey. 


- 

Thermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Thermometer, 

c. 

Morning- 

Noon. 

Evening. 


■f ^ "I Sun. Wind, of the ^ ■! Sun. Wind. (V°t:hej g '||sun. Wind, th^' Barom.jRain. iRemarks 
'S|o 1 ,5 ^ 1 Wind lw!n<1‘ I I 


1 842 

2 855 

3 857 

4 866 

5 860 

6 861 

7 859 

8 8 52 

9 850 

-0 8 51 

n 858 
12 8 46 

53 8 42 

14 841 

15 856 

16 845 

17 844 

18 8 46 

19 853 

20 8 56 

21 859 

22 855 

23 854 

24 853 

25 8 54 

26 8 56 

27 855 

28 8 54 

29 8 54 

30 851 

31 8140 


6i N I 

55 SW I 
57, SW j. 

66 SW I 

60 SW 1 

61 SW 
59 SW 
52 NE 

50 NE 

51 NE 
58 NE 
46 NE 
42 NE 
41SSW! 
S6SSWj 2 
45 SSWi I 
^ 4 'SSW] I 
46SSWI I 
53SSW; 2 
56SSW: 2 
59WSW, 2 
55 NE , I 

54 N NE : I 
53 NE j I 
, 54 SE r I 
56SSW> 2 
55SSW ^ 1 
S4ENE 2 
' 54NNW ' 2 
51;WNW7 I 
40 N' j 1 


255 55SSW 

261 68SSW 

262 62 SW 

265 65 SW 

263 63 SW 

264 64 SW 

266 66 NE 
258 58 NE 

2 53 53 NE 
2 56 56 NE 
250 50 NE 
250 50 NE 

244 44 NE 
2 42 42 S SW 
258 58SSW 2 
246 46SSW I 

245 45SSW I 
2 49 49SSW I 
256 56SSW '2 
2' 59 59 SW 2 
260 60WSW I 
2 56 56 NE I 
255 55NNE I 
2 54 , 54 NE I 

^55 551 ^ 

’256 56|SSW| 2 

254 54NNE .2 
2 57 57 E NE 2., 

255 55NNW 1 
2 4.9 49|wN'W| 1 
240! 40I Ni. |1 I 


555 55 SSW .... 

554 J4SSW .... 

556 56 SW .... 
561 61 SW .... 
5 59 59 SW 

5 57 57 SW 

555 55 SSW 
5 56 56 NE 
552 52 NE 
5 54 54 NE 

5 49 49 NE 

5 46 46 NE 

5 1-3 43 NE 

542 42SSW I 
5 57 57SSW I 
547 47SSW I 
5 44 44 S SW 1 
550 50SSW I 
555 55'SSW 3 
5 58 581 E SE 2 
561 61WSW 1 

5 55 55 NE I 
ct 54 54N NE I 

S54'54NE I 

554,54 NE I 
567 67SSW I 
5 SA- 54NNE 2. 

' 557 ' 57 iENE 2 

554 54NNW 1 
5 47 47 WNW^ I 
sm 3 f 9 ! N I 


30. 10 ’ 

29- 93 

30. 16 
30. 

29.74 
29. 52 ^ 

29. 77 

29 . 94 ; 

30- 3 
3.0. 20 
.30. 20 
29. 95 
29. 91 
S 9 - 95 

29.58 
29. 66 

29. SoSnow 
. 30. 8 ' do*. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 

During the Month of January 1800, at Galata, in Turkey. 


Jan. 


Thermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 

M t . ■ 


Day of 
Month, 

Hour, 

Shade. 

Sun* 

Wind.. 

Force 
of tlic 
Wind 

u 

O' 

K 

1 Shade. 

Sun, 

Wind. 

F orce 
of the 
Wind 

1 Hour. 

1 Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

" 

Foi cc 
of the 
Wind 

Barom. 

Rain. 

I 

8 

16 

„■ 

N 

I 

2 

22 

.. 

N , 

I 

5 

22 

— 

N 

I 

30. 56 

Snow 

2 

8 

25 

.... 

N 

1 

2 

30 

— 

N 

I 

5 

30 


N 

1 ' 

3°- 5^ 


3 

8 

35 


WSW 

2 

2 

39 


WSW 

I 

5 

40 


WSW, 

I 

jo. 10 


4 . 

8 

44, 


wsw 

I 

2 

46 

— 

WSW 

I 

5 

47 

- 

NNE 

I . 

?o. 7 


5 

8 

40 


NNE 

I 

2 

44 


NNE, 

1 

5 

43 


NNE, 


0 

•-i 

6 


6 

8 

42 


NNW 

I 

2, 

45 


NNW 

1 

5 

54 

- 

NNW 


30. 19 


7 

8 

46 

— 

ENE 

I ‘ 

2 

54 

— 

ENE 

I 

5: 

S3 


ENE, 


29. 98 


8 

8 

40 


NNE' 

I 

2 

41 


NNE’ 

I 

5 

41 


NNE' 


30. TO 

Rain 

9 

8 

42 

— ' 

N i 

I 

2 

43' 


N ' 

i 

5 

42 


N i 


30. 10 

do. 

10 

8 

43 

— 

WNW 

2 

2 

44 


WNW 

I 

S 

45 

- 

WNW! 


30- 4 

do. , 

II 

8 

43 

... 

NW 

2 

2 

42 


NE 

2 

5 

42 

.. 

NE 


30. 7 

■ 

12 

8 

40 

... 

NNE 

2 , 

2 

42 


NNE 

2 

5 

47 


NNE' 


30- 



8 

42 

— ' 

NNE' 

I ^ 

2 

44 


NNE 

I 

5 

43 

— 

NNE: 


30. 7 


14 

8 

46 

fit- , 

S SE 

I ’ 

2 


■ 

SSE 

1 

5 

50 

- 

SSE , 


29- 95 


^5 

8 

5* 

mm , 

NNW 

2 . 

2 

52 


E NE 

I 

5 

S» 

— 

E NE, 


29. 67 

Rain 

16 

8 

52 


WNW 

2 

2 

50 


WNW 


5 

48 


WNW', 


29, 78 

do. j 

17 

8 

43 

— ^ 

N 

I ' 

2' 

45 


N , 

1 

5 

45, 

- 

N : 


29. 82 

do. j 

18 

8 

42 

— : 

N 

I 

2 

42 

— 

N 

1 

5 

43 


N 


29. 92 


^9 

8 

46 

j 

n' 

1 

■ 2 

49 


N 

I 

5 

47 

- 

*N . 


29. 92 


20 

8 

49 


ENE 

1 

2' 

5® 


ENE 

I 

5 

54 

— 

N : 


29, 80 


21 

8 

49 

— 

CalmJ 


2- 

56 

.. : 

Calm 


'5 

54 


Calm 


29.98 


22 

8 

49 


NNE 

I 

2 

57 

.. 

ENE] 

1 

5 

54 

.. 

ENE 


30. 2 


^3 

8 

52 

..M 

ENE' 

I ’ 

2 

59 


ENEi 

X 

5 

53 


ENE'! 


3°- 


24 ' 

8 

S3 

.1 , 

SW 

I 

2 

59 


SW- 

I 1 

5 

57 


stv 


29., 90 


^5 

8 

48 


NNW 

‘2 ! 

2 

50 


NNW 

I J 

5 

48 


Calm 


29. 97 

Rain 

26 ^ 

8 

46 

' 

Calm 


2 

48 


NNW* 

^ i 

5 

45 


ENE 


i SO- 


27 

8 

41 

j 

NNE' 

1 

2 

42 


ENE 

X ^ 

S 

41 

mm 

ENE 


SO* 10 

Rain 

28 

8 

.41 

mm i 

NNE’ 

I ’ 

2 

42 


NNE 

I ; 

5 

44 

mm 

NNE 


30. 16 


29 

8 

42, 


WSW^ 

I 

2 

45 

.« 

WSW 

I 

S 

45 

rm 

WSW 


SO- 


30 

8 

4c| 


Calm ; 


2 

44 

.. 

NNE' 

1 

5 

43 

mm 

NNE 


SO* 5 


3^ 

8 

40] 

... ^ 

Cato] 

: '' 

* 2 

145' 


ENE 

, r, 

t i 

5 

5° 

****, 

ENE 

i 

30. 18 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c, 

During the Month of February rSoo, at Galata, in Turkey. 



Thermometer, 

Thei mometcr, 

Therm ometer, 


eb. 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 
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Foret 


ft 



Ft-rcc 


cu 



Force 


, 


o 'TS 
t:! 

b 

nC 5 

d 

Sun 

Wind. 

of iht 


'W 

Sun. 

Wind. 

of the 



Sun. 

Wind. 

>f the 

Bai'om. 

Rain, 

Remarks 

d O 

c 

K 

be 


i 

Wind 

s 

X 



Wind 

ffi 

CO 



Wind 




I 

8 

4 C 


E NE 

1 

2 

53 


ENE 

1 

5 

45 


ENE 


30. 10 



3 

8 

42 

— 

Cain! 1 


2 

53 

.... 

Calm 


5 

51 

— 

Calm 


30- 3 

Rain 


3 

8 

45 
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2 

44 


ENE 

I 

5 

42 : 

— 
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30. 22 



4 

8 

42 


nnk! 

‘T 

2 

43 


NNE 

I 

5 

42 


NNE 


30. 16 

Rain 


5 

8 

40 

... 

NNE' 

2 

2 

47 

-- 

ESE 


5 

41 
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30. 6 



6 

8 

41 

— 

WNW 

2 

2 

45 


WNVf 
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5 

42 


WNW 


30, 6 



7 

8 

35 
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Calm 


2 

46 

— 

WNW 

I 

5 

41 

— 

WNW 


30. IC 



8 

8 

44 


Calm 


2 

44 


WNW 


5 

47 
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30. IC 



9 

8 

44 


N 

2 

2 

43 


N 

I 

5 



N 

I 

30- 15 
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10 

8 

40 


N 

I 

2 

44 

.... 

N 

2 

s' 

43 

— - 

N 

1 
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do. 


n 

8 

35 
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2 

2 

48 

— 
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2 

5 

37 

... 

ENE 

2 

30. 26 

do. 


12 

8 

35 


NNE 

2 

2 

4 »' 


NNE 

X 

5 

39 

— 

NNE 

I 

30. 16 

do. 



8 

37 

.. 

ENE 

2 

2 

42 

«... 

ENE 

I 

5 

41 


E NE 

I 

30. IC 



14 

8 

46 

— 

E NE 

3 

2 

55 

... 

WSW 

2 

5 

5‘ 

.. 

WSW 

I 

3 °* 

do. 


1 

8^ 

39 

— 

E NE 

2 

2 

43 

... 

E NE 

2 

5 

39 


ENE. 

■ X ^ 

30*' 3 1 


[ 

[• 

i6 ‘ 

8 

39 

1 

E NE 

2 

2 

46 


ENE 

2 

5 

41 

1 — 

ENE 

i 

30. 14 


1 

17 

8 

37 

— : 

ENE 

I 

2 

44 


ENE 


5 

42 

: — 

ENE 

I 

29. 30 


i 

i 

18 . 

8 

39 

1 

Calm 


2 

42 


WSW 

1 

5' 

40 

; 

WSW 


29. 97 



19 . 

8 

39 


WSW' 


2 

41 


wsw 


5 

37 


WSW 


3 C>- 8 



20 

8^ 

36 


ENE 


2 

42 

.. 

ENE 


.5 

40 

I 

ENE 


30. 10 



21 

8 

39 


N 

2 

2 

'45 


N 

2 

5 

41 

.... ! 

N 

1 

30. TO 



22 , 

8 

36; 


Calm 


2' 

47 

- 

S 

2 

5 

43 


S 

: ' I 

30. 



23 

8 

37 


Calm 

* 

2 

! 5 e' 


N 

I 

,5 

i4i 


N 

X 

29 . 97 



24 

8 

42 


Calm 


' 2 

49 : 


WSW 

2 ; 

5 


"n 

Wsw 


29. 60 

Rain 


25 . 

8 



wsw: 

2 

’ 2 

45 ^ 

.t# 

wsw 

2 

S 

43 


WSW 

2 

29.74 

do. • 


26 

8 

4P 


E NE 

2 

2 

39 


N 

2 '' 

s 

35 

.(f. 

N 

2^ 

29. 4.4 

Snow 


27 

8 

28 


N 

3 

2^ 

3‘ 


N 

2 

s 

3 » 

; .« 

N 

i 

29. 90 

do. 


28 , 

8 

i 

, i 

33 


WSW: 

'' 1 
' t 

2 

2; 

35 


N. ■■ 

2 

5 

3,5 

1 


N 

^ - 

[ 

30. . 

do: 
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STATE OF THEIIMOMRTER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 
Durinr’' ihc Month of March 1800, at Galata, in liirkey. 


M.ir. 


Tlieiino meter, j 

Thermonietei, 

lliennomcter, 

Mwraing. 

Noon. 

Evening. 


>4 2 1 




i 1 

, 1 

' orcc ; 


CJ 

3 UP. 

!>» 

0 

i-r* 

Tj 

jiin 

wiiij. j ^ 

>f ihc; 
vViifd 

i-Ut 

m 

I 

8 

36 

mm 

Calm 1 



45 

- 

2 

8. 

40 

mm 

wsw 

I 

2 

45 

— 

3 

8, 

48 

mm 

N 

I 

2 

55 

— 

4 

839 

mm 

Calm 


2 

47 


s 

8 

46 

mm 

WSW, 

I 

2 

56 


6 

8 

8 

5- 

mm 

wsw, 

2 

2 

5=^ 

— 

7 

44 


WSW; 

1 

2 

52 


8 

8 

45 


Calm i 


2 

57 

— 

9 

8 

48 

— 

WSW; 

1 

2 

59 

— 

10 

8 

42 


Calm ! 


2 

46 


1 1 

8 

41 


Calm ' 


2 

42 

— 

12 

8 

37 


ene; 

1 

2 

44 

— 

^3 

8 

3° 

— 

NNE 

2 

2 

3° 

— 

14 

8 

31 

— 

NNW 

2 

2 

40 

«« 

15 

8 

33 


NNW, 

1 

2 

,40 

— 

a 6 

8 

44 


S 1 

2 

2 

Us 


17 

8 

38 

— 

NNW 


2 

,40 

— 

18 

8 

34 

-- 

ENE 

' 2 
j 

2,42 


19 

8 

3*-" 

— 

N 

! 1 

a 

;4^ 

— 

20 

8 

38 


NNW 

I 

/I 

4"^ 

. -- 

21 

8 

45 

; -- 

Calm 


1 ^ 

-5^ 

j -- 

22 

•S 

42 

— 

CaliTi 


2 4i 

:! 

23 

8 

AS 

) - 

ENE 

2 

2146 

y *- 

24 

p 

'37 

’ - 

ENE 

2 

2'. 4 c 
( 

> — 

^5 

1 

A' 
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‘ 3 

2;3^ 

- -- 

26 
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*3^ 


NNW 

1 


AS 


27 

! 

Af 

)' 

Calm 

: 2 

j 


> 4f 

} — 

2 % 

. S 

A7 

} mm 

N 

r ' 


14 : 

1 mm 

^9 

8 

! 4c 

) mm 

N 

I 


2,4/ 

7 m^ 


i 

i 4J 

mm 

Calm 

I 


2 4( 

> — 

3^^ 



]. mm 

ENE 

1 2 

m' 

2(4^ 



1! 


WluJ. 


ii'orcc 
'(.f tk’ 
Wind 


wsw 

£NE 

WvSWii 

WSWjl 

wsw 

wsw 

E NE 

wsw 

Calm 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

NNE 

NNWi! 

INNW 

S 

NNWI 
E NE 
'N 

NNWi 
!E NE 
lE NE 
E NE 
E NE 
IE NE 
ENE 
'ENE 
!ENE 
r N 
lENE 
lENE 


I 

1 

2 
I 
I 

1 

2 
I 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
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2 ' 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 

i a 


51 


SiinJ 


546 

545 

549 

543 

556: 

547 

549^ 
5 55 

5521 

542 

5401 

541 
53° 
5341 

538 

537 
5 3^1 

53S 

538 

54^ 
5 49' 
54°' 

542 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5^ 

5 

' 5 
5 


38 

3°| 

38 

.40 

40 

40 

40 


Wind. 


Calm 
NEj 
WSWj 
WSWI 

wsw 
N 
ENE 
wsw 

Cairn 
ENE 
ENE 
IN NE 
IN NE 
NNW 

wsw 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

NNW 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

N 

E NK 
:ENE 


I 
I 
I 
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I 
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1 

1 

2. 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 

3*i 

2 
2 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Bai om. 


Rain. 


Rcmf 


9. gojRain 
9. 87! do. 
29. 53! do. 

^9-93, 

29. 64 Fair 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

iRain 


29.73 

0. 

29. 70 
29. 70 
29. 94 

i3°- 


iCloa 


30- 

29. 80 
29. 90 

29. 94| 

30. 

30. 20 

3°- 5 
29. 80 
29. 8c 
29. 80 
9.94 
o. 

’ 29 . 83 
3°- 

20^ 16 

i3^' 

30. 10 
130^ lO: 

i! 3° 


Fair 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Fair 

do» 

Fair 

Rain 


Fair 

Fait 

do. 

do.. 


do, 

do 

do 


dc 

dc 


de 


|Si\c 

IClc 

df 



C 559 ) 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, BAROMETER, &c. 

Durm<^ tlie IMonlli of April, 1800, at Gakta, in Turke7. 


TlxermoiTLier, 


Tbermomcloi, 

Noon. 


2 84: - 

3 4 ' • 

4 841 • 

5 841 ■ 

6 842 ■ 

7 8 44' 

8 841 

9 844 

10 845 

11 48 

12 8 58 

13 ^ 54 

14 8 ,8 

15 8 44 1 

16 8 47 

17 8 52 

18 848 

19 S -47 

20 I 8 44 


21 846 

22 852 

23 852 

24 8 ’50 

25 . 8 4-9 

26 8 30 

27 8149 

28 853 

29 861 

3° ,' 853 . 


iiorctt 
: rof iIk! 


ri Nl’i 1 1 
i<: NM I 
Calm 
Calm 
Calm 
E NE 3 
E NE I 
E NE I 
E NE I 
Calm 1 
Calm 
Calm 
Calm 
EKE 2 
ENE I 
ENE 1 
Calm 
' Calm 
. E Nl<: ! 
. Calm 
■ Calm 1 
. Calm I 

- Calm 
. ENE 

E NE 

- Claim 

Claim 

- I Calm I 

- E NE ' 

- ENE , 


2 45 '■ 
2I51 -• 


I Force 
1 . Wind. 1 of the 
Wind 


E NE 
ENE 
N 

ENE 
E NE 
E NE 
ENE 
ENE 
E NE 
E NE 
Calm I 
WSVvT 

ENE 
E NE , 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- WNW 
~ ENE 
.. ENE 

- MNE 

- ENE 

- ENE I 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- ENE 

- ENE 
.. ENE 


Thennometcr, 

Evenlner. 


ISuiH Wind, of the' Barom Ram. Remarks 
i Wnid! 



E NE I 
ENE I 
N 2 
ENE I 
ENE I 
E NE I 
ENE I 
ENE 2 
. E NE 2 
• E NE I 

- Calm 

- WSW 2' '• 
. ENE I 

- ENE I 
. ENE I 

- ENE I 

- ENE 1 
.. ENE I 

ENE i 

- ENE I 

- ENE I 1 

- ENE I 

- E' NE 1 

- ENE '2 
-ENE 1 

- ENE 2 

- ENE 1 

- ENE I 

- ENE I 

- E NE I 


30. 14 
30. 14 
29. 94 

29. 90 
30V 12 

30. 20 
30. 20 


29. 90 

30. 10 
20. 26 
i30. 40 
I30' , 5 
; 3 °' 5 , 
i3o- 20 
'30.15 
30. ro 
I30. 

I30# 10 
530. 1 1 
I30. 12 . 
30* 12 
ho. 4 
29. 94 
29. 94 
129. 94^ 

hs' 94 


Cloudy 

Fair 

do. 

Cloudy 
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do. 
do. 
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do. • 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do., 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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STATE OF THEllMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During part of die Month of June, 1800, taken on board the New Adventure Tranfport. 


TlicrmomettT, 

I'hernionictor, 

Thermometei*, 

Mfmiing. I 

Noon. 

Evening. 


Days of 
Month. 

Hour. 

Shade. 

Sun. 

1 
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Force 
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Wind 
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Sun. 

. Wind. 
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of the 
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72 
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STATE OF TIIERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of July 1800, at Jaffa, in Syria. 
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Thermometer, 
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SW 

s 

iNWN 

NW 

[RNWi 

SE 

SW 

SW 

S 

; S - 

Calm 

,NW 

s 


Sun. 


86l 

87 

88 

8; 

8: 
84! 

90 

94 

92! 

92 
921 
94 

93' 

94 

94 

94 

94 

93 
92 

94 
94 
9^ 

91 

91 

9 » 

91 

i 9 x 

91 

9 ^ 

92 


Wind. 


Force 
of tlie| 
Wind 


SW 
SW 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

SE 

m 

sw 

s 

[NWNI 

NW 

hrwNl 


,S'w#.‘. 

sw; 

^ -S’ ■' 

;NW’ 

“NW 

hTW 


3 

■H 

-1 

Td 

03 ^ 

CO 

)U11. 

oJ> 1 
^ ' 1 

fe 

6i 

ll 


sw 

6i 

3o 


SW 

6\ 

52 


sw 

6 

32 


sw 

6 

82 


sw 

6 

82 


sw 

6 

86 


sw 

6 

86 


sw 

6 

86 


sw 

6 

86 


sw 

6 

84 


sw 

6 

85 

.... 

sw 

6 

85 

— 

sw 

6 

84 


sw 

6 

84 


sw 

6 

85 


sw. 

6 

85 

' .... 

sw 

6 

84 


sw 

6 

82 

..H 

sw 

6 

;86 


s 

6 

186 

1 ..H* 

NWN 

6 

.82 

( ..I** 

NW- 

i ^ 

i.'d 

W4 

ji' ' mth 

w 


i 8.^ 


,SW 1 


i84 

^ - 

sw : 

£ 

>8.4 


'jsrw 

£ 

i8^ 

! 

C4m 

( 

j8< 

y 

Calm 


5 8j 

) 

NW 

( 

mi 

51 

NW 


Rain. Remarks. 


49 ' , 





C ) 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During the Month of Auguft 1800, at Jaffa, in Syria. 


I'hei mometer, 

j Thermometer, 

Thermometerj, 

Morning. 

j Noon. 

Evening. 


Days 01 
Month. 

1 Hour, 

1 Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

1 Hour. 

1 Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

u 

p 

0 

1 Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

Rain. 

Remarks^ 

I 

8 

85 


s 


2 

83 


NW 


'6 

8s 


NW 




2 

8 



s . 


2 

92 


NW . 


6 

85 

— 

S 




3 

8 


-- 

s 


2 

92 


NW 


■€ 

84 

•• 

SWS 




4 

8 

84 

— 

s , 


2 

93 


SW 


6 

84 


Calm 




5 

8 

84 

— 

s 


2 

92 


SW 


6 

80 


Calm 




6 

8 

84 


NW 


2 

92 


NW 


•6 

85 


Calm 




7 

8 

85 

— 

S. 


2 , 

92 


NW 


6 

85 

— 

NW 




8 

8 

85 

— 

Calm 


2 

92 


NW 


6 

85 

— 

NW 




9 

8 

85 


Calm 



92 

— 

NW 


6 

85 

— 

NW 




10 

8 

85 

— 

Calm 


'2 

92 


NW 


6 

85 

... 

NW 




n 

8 

85 

— 

Calm 



90 

... 

NW 


6 

82 

... 

NW 




12- 

8 

86 

— 

Calm 


<2 

93 

*« 

NW 


6 

86 

— 

Calm 




13 

8 

86 

— 

Calm* 


2 

92 

— 

NW 


6 

8S 


NW 




14 

8 

m 


NW 


2 

92 


NW- 


6 

86 

.. 

NW 




15 

8 

88 

— 

'NW < 


2 

go 


NWf 


6 

84 


NW 




16 

8 



NW 

> 

2 

91 


NW 


6 

85 


NW 




17 

8 



Calm 


'2 

9<3 


NW' 



85 


NW 




18 

8 

8S 

— 

s 


•2 

90 


NW 


0 

84 


NW 




19 

8 

83 

— 

'Calm - 


2 

90 

H 

NW' 


6 

84 

' *. 

NW 




20 

8 

84 

— 

Calm! 


2 

90 

B 

NW- 


6 

84 

1 

NW 




21 

8 

81 


S 


2 

90 

B 

NW 


.6 

82 


NW 




22 

8 

84 

.... 

S , 


a 

93 


NW-' 



8S 

; ... 

Calm 


♦ 


23 

8 

82 

- 

Calm 


^2 

90 


WSW 


s 

82 


WSW 



'Before suu-Ti. 

24 

8 

84 


WSW 


2 

92 

- 

WSW 


6 

84 

’ 

WSW 




25 

8 

¥ 


SW 


2 

90 


'NW- 


>,6 

84 

t 

NW 



During nigh 

26 

8 



SW 

' 

2 

93 


NW 


6 

8-5 


NW ; 




27 

8 

8-5 


NW 

1 

2 

93 


NW ' 


6 

85 


Calm 




28 

8 

85 

-- 

■SW 


2 

90 

«... 

SW- 


6 

h 

■ «. 

NWi 




29 

8 

85 

1 

Calm 


2 

9 k 


:NW! 


e 

% 

1 <t*fm 

w: 




30 

8 

86 


S 


-2 

92 

— 

! sw; 


:6 

85 



, 


' 

3 *-l 

8 

m 

t 

■SW , 


ik 

93 

rnkt 

[ SW 


l6| 

86 


SW 1 

» 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During the Month o£ September 1800, at Jaffa, in Syria. 


Sept. 

Thermometer, 

Morning. 

Thermometer, 

Noon. 

Thermometer^ 

Evening. 

‘S.B 

I"! 

u 

0 

0 

K 

Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. , 

Force 
■)f the 
Wind 

Hour. 

Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

J'orcc 
)f the 
Wind 

f-. 

p 

0 

K 

q 3 , 

CO ■ 

hin. 

Fo 

Wind, of 
W 

I 

8 

36 


s 


2 

92 

•M- 

s 


6, 

36 

— 

s 

2 

8 

32 


s 


2 

90 

— 

s 


6 

3 o 

- 

s 


8 

So 


N 


2 

90 


N . 


6 

So- 


N 

J 

4. 

8 

3 c 


N 


2 

90 


N 


6] 

80 


N 

B 

8 

80 


■ N 


2 

9 i 

— 

W 


6 

82 


W 

6 

8 

86 


NW 


2 

93 


NW 


6 

86 


NW 

7 

8 

86 


Calm 


2 

93 

— 

NW 


6 

86 


NW 

t 

8 

8 

88 


Calm 


2 

93 


NW 


6 

86 


NW 

9 

8 

88 


Calm 


2 

92 

-* 

W 


S 

86 

- 

sw 

10 

8 

80 

• • 

Calm 


a 

93 

.. 

NW 


6 

8S 


s 

IX 

8 

86 

.... 

Calm 


2 

94 


NW 


6 

84 

- 

NW 

IS 

8 

84 

.. 

NW 


2 

92 

— 

NW 


6 

.84 

-- 

NW 

It 

8 

80 

• • 

S 


2 

93 

— 

NW 


6 

84 

- 

NW 

14 

8 

84 


Calm 


2 

90 

, 

NW 


-6 

So 

- 

NW- ■ 

I? 

8 

82 

.. 

W 


2 

88 


W 


6 

82 


W 

16 

8 

80 

.. 

S 


2 

88 

1 

s ■ 


6 

82 

- 

s 

17 

8 

78 


w 


2 

57 


w , 


6 

80 

- 

w 

18 

8 

77 

mm 

w 


2 

87 


w 


6 

80 

- 

, w^ 

10 

8 

78 

mm 

Calm 


-2 

86 


w I 


6 

80 

- 

NW 

m 

8 

77 

mm 

Calm 


2 

86 

— 

w 


6 

i 80 


NW 


8 

78 

mm 

Calm 


? 

.86 


w 


6 

1 8c 

• - 

NW 

%% * 

8 

76 

mm 

Calm 

% j 

2 

,87 

-- 

w 


t 

iSc 

\ „im 

Calm 

%% 

8 

76 

mm, 

Calm 


2 

1I85 


W 1 


i 

i8c 

I. ^ 

Calm’ 

!24 

8 

75 

mm 

Calm 


'2 



■ W^' 


t 

>8c 

> .M. 

NW 

%$ ' 

8 

73 

mm 

Calm 



i8'i 


; NW 


t 



NW . 

a6 

8 

lyc 

> .1. 

Calm 


' 2 

tSj 

; 

w 


t 

)fc 

> - 

NW 

27 

8 

/ 

1 «.* 

Calm 


2 

'.85 

V 

NW 


t 

>78 

k mm 

NW ' 

28 

8 

t %j 

'73 


Cairn 


'2 

1 8t 

; 

NW 


t 

) 7 t 

) ~ 

, ■ b 4 W w ' 

20 

8 

'*74 

[ .I. 

Cairn 



i '2 

s 8< 

; - 

NW 


t 

>8t 

) — 

.NW 

$0 

8 

/ • 
[7^ 

J *- 

Calm 


' ' ^ 


i 

NW’ 


J 

^ 7 ^ 

i ~ 

NW 




: ' . 

I,' 



h 

7, -V 








Rain. 


Remarks 


[Foggy in the 
morning, 
do. and do. 
do. and do. 


Cloudy & do. 


^udy ih the 
morning. 


N. B. Great dews fell dimug the nights % this mofith. ’ , ‘ 

The fog and dottdinefe iOf atiB<#here.dHappeM:ed after 10 or. 11 p-dock m the mornHig 



Days of 
JMontii, 


( 5^4 > 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c» 

During the Month of October 1 800, at Jaffa, in Syria.. 













STATE OF THERMOMETE: 

During the Month of Noyembei 


Thermometer, 

Morninj^. 


Tlieimometer, 

Noon. 


■| Sun. Wind. ] of the 
I Wind 


Calm ' 
Calm 
Calm 
Calm j 
Calm ii 

- E SE )■ 

- SE 

- NW 

- W 
.. SE 

.. sv/ 

- Calm 
~ Calm 
~ Calm 

- Calm 
-- SE 
.. SE 

- SE 

- Calm 
» W 
.. SE 

- SE 

- SW 
^ SE 

- SE 

- NW, 

E 

- E 

~ N ' '' 
E'. 


i; d „ , Force I 

a 1 Sun. Wmd. of the: 

ffi w Wind 


2 84 - 
28 -? -- 
281 - 
281 -- 
283 - 
281 -- 
280 - 
278' -- 
277 - 
2 78 -- 
277 - 
277 - 

277 - 

278 -■ 
2 78 - 
278 - 
276 - 
275 - 
■ 274 , - 
2*76 - 


- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 

- W 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW 
■- NW 
~ WSW 

- SW 

- SE 

- W 

.. w 

- s 

- SW 

~ s 

- NE 
~ SE 


M'fb'i — 

578 ' ~ 
'$76,; «■ 
aig 


h'orce f 

Sun. Wind. ,£ the' Rain. 
Wind! 


Remarks. 


NW ^ 
NW 
NW 
NW 
NW 
NW 
;NW 

:nw 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

iNW 

NW 

:NW 

iNW 

SW 

NW 

W 

w 


'665:' 

6fi8*- 

6 S 5 ;-. 


.... Cloudy 
.... Showers and 
Rain thunder dur- 
ing night 


.... Cloudy 
Rain during night 
.... Cloudy 


[cloudy 


Rain with thunder 
do. do. 

.... Fine 

# 

.... blows ftrong 
.... blows gales, 
Rain . in the night 
do. heavy rains 
..... Cloudy 


. ^ blows hard 
.,y. 'iploudy & rasa 





Dec. 


STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of December 1800, at Jaffa, in Syria. 


Tliei rnoinetery 


Days of 

1 Month. 

1 Hour. 

1 Shade. 

I 

8 

50 

2 

8 

55 

3 

8 

49 

4 

8 

60 

5 

8 

S 3 

6 

8 

63 

7 

8 

S 3 

8 

8 

55 

9 

■8 

59 . 

10 

8 

55 

1 1 

8 

63 

12 

8 

■54 

^3 

8 

S 3 , 

14 

8 

65 

15 

8 

65 

i6 

8 

65 


8 


i8 

8 

58 

19 

8 

59 

20 

*8 

54 

21 

8 

■55 

^ !2 

8 

,56 

23 

8 

.62 

24 

8 

58 

25 

8 

•54 

36 

8 

•49 

37 

S 

'•54 

28 

8 

'•49 

29 

: 8 

'•49 

30 

'8 

>' 5 ° 


Thermometer, 

Noon. 


Thermometer, 

Evening. 


Sun. 


Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

Hour. 

<D t 
ns 

CO 

Dun. 

Wind. 1 

?orce 
of the 
Wind 

j Hour, 

0 

rt 

00 

Dim. 

SE 


2 

70 


SE 


6 

5 S 

- 

Calm 


2 

73 

... 

N 


6 

^5 

— 

Calm 


2 

70 

— 

W 


6 

55 


SE 


2 

69 


NW 


6 

63 

— 

Calm 


2 

70 

— 

NW 


6 

56 

— 

■ Calm 


2 

73 

— 

NW 


6 

S5 


E 


2 

70 

•• 

NNW 


6 

68 


Calm 


2 

72 

— 

NW 


6 

^5 

— 

Calm 


2 

72 

— 

Calm 


6 

68 


Calm 


2 

73 


NW 


6 

65 


Calm 


2 

73 


NW 


6 

63 

— 

Calm 


2 

73 

-- 

NW 


6 

65 

— 

Calm 


2 

71 


NW 


6 

65 

— 

Calm 


2 

75 

— 

W 


6 

68 

— 

Calm 


n 

72 


NW 


6 

*^5 

— 

Calm 


2 

7'2 

— 

SW 


6 

65 

— I 

ESE 


2 

68 


SW 


6 

60 

— i 

ESE 


2 

62 


S 


6 

60 


W ^ 


' 2 

63 


w ^ 


6 

60 

*** 

T SE 


2 

65 


NW 


, 6 

6i 

— 

SW * 


2 

65 


SW 


6 

61 


S'SE 

1 

2 

,64 

— 

SW 

' 

6 

62 


NW 


. 2 

^63 


Nw 


6 

,6i 

— 

w ■ 


2 

:6c 

> — 

NW 


6 

'57 

— 

E 


' 2 

162 

, 

Calm 


6 

A 4 

. 

NW 


2 

!6c 

r — 

NW 



'55 

; — 

SW 


2 

:6o 

1 

NW 


€ 

' 5 ^ 

-- 



’ 2 

i66 

' \ 
i 

NW 


, t 

156 


SE' 


268 

i 

S 


t 

iSc 

>' — 

S ; 


: 2 

46^ 

— 

-s- 


t 

i6c 

> - 

NW 


I 


..NW 


t 

ip'i 



Wind. 


Force 
of the| 
Wind 


Rain. 


SE 

NE 

NW 

NW 

NW 

W 

Calm 

Calm 

Calm 

NW 

NW 

NW 

ESE 

W 

NW 

SE 

sw 

sw 

w 

NW 

SW 

w 

NW 
NW 
Calm 
NE 
NW 
E . 
~SW 

I ® 

Ike 


Remarks. 


Cloudy 

Cloudy 


Rain 


Rain 

do. 

do. 


Rjun 


Hazy, thunder 
Stormy, thun- 
der&lightning 
Stormy 

Heavy rains, & 
gales of wind 
do. do. 


Thunder, ’&c. 
Fine ■ ! 



STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During tlie Month of January iSoi, at Jaffa, in Syria. 


llieimometer, 1 

Tiiermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Morning. ] 

Noon. 

Evening. 


. rorcf^ 

g -g Sun. Wind. (>f the 


of the I rt 0 

Wind ffi ^ \ 


849 - 
846 - 

846 - 

^53 -■ 

856 - 

852 -- 

853 " 

8 50 - 

847 - 

849 - 
8 52 -- 
8 50 

850 - 
8 52 - 

854 - 

855 - 

854 -- 

855 - 

S 55 -- 

855 - 
8 52 - 
8 52 — 

854 - 

85s - 
8 55 " 

854 -- 

857 -- 
860 -- 

856 - 

851 - 

sU -- 


SE 

E 

SE 

S 

sw 

sw 

s 

s 

E 

SE 

Calm 

E 

E 

SE 

SE 

S 

■ SE 
SW 

sw 

sw 

E 

SW 
. E 
E 
E 
E 
S 

W 

W 

sw; 

sw, 


268 - 
268 - 
2 68 - 
2 c8 — 


258 - 
2 56 - 
257 - 
2 60 -- 
2 62 - 
2 62 — 
262 - 
265 
264 — 
262 -- 
262 - 

262 « 
264 - 

260 -- 

257 

261 
261 - 
258' - 

263 - 

264 - 
263 r 

6 ^' 

261: - 
2' 6 1 - 
2 56 - 
,261': - 


W 

NW 

SW 

sw 

SW 

S 

s 

NW 
W 
NW 
E 
NW 
NW ' 

- SW 

- sw 

- NW 

- NW 

- S 

- SW 

- SW 
NW 

- SW 

- NW 

- NW-1 

- NW 

r 'NW : 

- NW" 

- SW, 

- NW 

- SW 
~ 1 SW. 


6 60 -- 
6 60 -- 
662 -- 

658 - 

655 -- 

655 - 

655. " 

657 - 
6 60 -- 
6 60 -- 
6 60 - 
660 - 
660 -- 

659 - 

659 - 
6 60 - 

662 - 

65-5 " 
655 " 

655 - 
6 56 - 

657 -■ 

660 - 

663 - 
662 ' 
]6 6 1 , - 
665 - 

656 - 

655 ' 

^55 ' 
. 659 I - 


Calm 

NE 

Calm 

SW 

E 

SW 

E 

NE 

.Calm 

NW 

Calm 

- NW 

- NW 

- NW ' 

- W 

- w 

- Calm 

- W 

- SW 

- w 

.. NW. 
.. SW 

- NW 
. NW 

- NW 

- NW 
.. ' W ' . 

- SW 

- , NW. 
.. SW, 

- I SXsl 


Rain Cloudy 
do. Stormy Sc rain 
do. do. 
do. Showery 
do. moderate 
.... Fine 

.... do. 

do. 

do. 

Rain Cloudy 
.... Stormy 
.... Cloudy 

Rain Thund.& light, 
do. Stormy 
.... do. 

Rain . 
do. do. 

.... Cloudy 
. . ; . Fme 


Rain Stormy dur. n. 
do. Stormy,thund. 
do. I; lightn. & had 
do. Showery 
do, ^tonmySc light. 






STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c, 

During the Mouth of February iSoi, at Jaffa, in Syria. 


Feb. 

Thermometer, 

Morning. 

'I’hermometer, 

Noon. 

Thcrmometei f 
Evening. 


O jA 

5/3 jrj 

os 

u 

O 

111 

o 

TJ 

Ec 

Sun 

. Wind.' 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

;h 

p 

0 

K 

d 

T 

'-0 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

1 Hour. 

j Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

Rain. 

Remarks. 

I 

8 

56 


sw . 


2 

61 

— 

sw 


6 

59 

«« 

SW 




2 

8 

55 


! s 


2 

61 

— 

sw 


6 

59 

— 

SW 




n 

0 

8 

55 


Calm 


2 

60 


NW 


6 

57 

— 

N 


Rain 

Cloudy, with 

4 

8 

51 


Calm 


2 

6-1 

— 

NW 


6 

55 

, — 

N 


.... 

niin dur. n. 

5 

8 

48 

. — 

NW ' 


^2 

65 


NW. 


6 

55 

— 

’ N 



Fine 

6 

8 

55 


NW 


2 

61 

•• 

NW 


6 

59 

— 

N 



Cloudy 

7 

8 

55 


SW 


2 

*^3 


sw 


6 

61 


N 



do. with rain 

8 

.-8 

55 


sw 


i 

63 

— 

SW 


6 

59 

-- 

SW 



Cloudy 

9 

8 

55 


SE 


2 

64 


W, 


6 

6i 


N 




Fine 

10 

8 

56 


SE 


S' 

76 


Calm 


6 

65 


N 


« « 

Cloudy 

II 

8 

55 

— 

•E 


2 

68 


W 


6 

62 

— 

N 



Fine 

J2 

8 

53 

** 

Calm 


2 

65 


W 


6 

60 


N 



do. 

^3 

8 

55 


E 


2 

65 

— 

NW 


6 

62 

4 m 

N 



do. 

.14 

8 

55 


E 


2 

66 

Wm 

Calm 


6 

62 

4 m 

NE 


• » » # 

Flazy 

•^5 

8 

36 


S 


2 

65 


SW 


6 

62 

mm 

NE 



Cloudy 

j 6 

8 

ij8 


NE ' 


■ 2^ 

62 

— 

N 


6 

61 

^m^ 

NE 


.... 

Gale, clou dy 

J 7 

•8 

58 

•• 

NE 


2 

74 

— 

NE 


6 

64 


NE 



Fine 

i8 

8 

5 ^ 


S 


2 

70 

.... 

NW 


6 

64 

. mm 

N 


. . • . 

do. 

19 

8 

57 


S 


2 

67 


NW 


6 

64 

mm 

NW 


. • . 

do. 

‘SO 

8 

60 


Calm 


2 

68 


NW 


6 

66 

mm 

Calm 



Sultry in morn. 

SI 

8 

64 

Hf* 

•SE 


2 

71 


NE 


6 

69 

, mm 

NE 



Cloudy^ 


8 

63 


■SW 


2 

64 


SW 

4 

6 

62 

■ 

, W 

4 

. . . « 

Garle, ■with rain 

^3 

8 

54 


sw 

4 

2 

62 


sw 

4 

6 

60 


WNW 

, 3 

Rain 

during night. 

S 4 

8 

59 


s 

2 

2 

65 


NW 

2 

6 

62 

t 

N 

s 


Cloudy 

^5 

8 

55 

e- 

SE 
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2 

65 


NW 

I 

6 

55 


N 


... * 

Fine 

^6 

8 

60 


^SE 
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2 

7 ^ 

^ mm 

NW 

X 

6 

62 

— 

NE 

I 

» » # . 

do. 


8 

60 


ii-S ‘ 

I - 

S 

70 

mtH 

NW 

I 

6 
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•* 

, NE 

I 



m • 

g 



pfw/. 

2 

2 

68 

i 

SW 

3 

. 

62 

■ r- 

W 

I ’ 

# <ft * * 

Cloudy in the 
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■ morning 
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. •! 
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STATi-: OF THERMOAIETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During the Monlh of March i8oi, in Syria, and in the Defert. 


Tlicraiometci > 
Moi iiiivo 


ThcrnKmictcrj 

Tiiemiomeltr, 

Noon* 

Evening. 



Remarks. 


Tempeft. (near Yebna 
Cloudy & rain 
Heavy do. with hail 
do. and do. 

[Fine (hail & rain A.M 

do. (cloudy A. 
jClear 
do. 

Cloudy 

Heav.raip(nearEzdoa 
Cloudy (rain A. M.) | 
do. (rain at noon) | 
Rain P. M.'(at Gaza)] 
[clear 
do. 
do. 

do. (fog A. M.) ^ 

Great fog P. M. 
Cloudy (fog. A. M.) 
do. 
do. 

jThund- & lightn. wit 
hail thro’ the day 

Cloudy 

do. , 

Clear (at Kanyouns) 
do. pn the Defert 
dd(fogA.M.atEL-Ari 
do. (cloudy A. M.) 


4X 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WLVDS, RAIN, &c. 

During the Month of April iSoi, in the Defert and in Eg}'pt. 


A.pr. 


liiermometer, I 

Thermometer, 


Thermometer, 



, — 



Morning. 

I 


Noon. 



Evening. 




Kg 

j- 

c 

Qj 

Sun 

. Wind. 

Forc( 
of the 

J 

i ^ 

0 

Sun 

: Wind. 

Force 
of the 

P 

6 

Sun 

. Wind. 

Force 
of the 

llain. 

f 

Remarks. 

fiS 

w 

X 



Wind 





Wind 

X 




■\Find 



1 

£ 


— 

sw 

I 

2 

8c 


w 

2 

6 

'7c 


N 

3 


CioudyP.M.at Ei-/ 

!2 

8 

6t 


w 

2 

2 

78 


NW 

2 

6 

68 


NW 

2 

Rain 

Thunder, &c. 

3 

8 

6c 


sw 

3 

2 

6c 

- 

lSW 

4 

6 

6i 


W 

2 



CIoud.(ruin&hailA 

4 

8 

55 

- 

sw 

4 

2 

60 

.. 

sw 

4 

6 

57 

— 

SW 

4 


do. 

5 

8 

55 

-- 

sw 

'y 

0 

2 

69 


w 

3 

6 

60 

— 

w 

2 


do. 

6 

8 

57 

- 

w 

2 

2 

71 


w 

2 

6 

62 


NW 

2 


do. (clear A. M.) 

7 

8 

62 


'NW 

X 

2 

75 

.. 

N 

I 

6 

64 

— 

N 

I 


Clear 

8 

8 

60 

- 

E NE 

I 

2 

72 


NE 

I 

6 

69 

— 

N 

I 


do, ["fin W3 

9 

8 

72 

- 

SW 

4 

2 

90 

.. 

SW 

2 

6 

82 

.. 

Calm 



OppreC wea. (a Ka, 

10 

8 

f >5 

- 

w 

2 

2 

75 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

68 

... 

NW 

2 


Clear 

I I 

b 

^5 

- 

NW 

I 

2 

74 

- 

NW 

2 

6 

70 

.. 

N 

2 

.... 

Cloudy (clear A. IV 

12 

8 

70 

— 

NW 

I 

2 

75 

- 

N 

2 

6 

69 


NW 

2 

.... 

Clear 

13 

8 

70 


NE 

2 

2 

74 

.. 

N 

2 

6 

70 


NE 

2 

* . # . 

do. 

14 

8 

67 


N 

I 

2 

76 

.. 

N 

2 

6 

70 

.. 

NWN 

2 

. . • • 

do. 

15 

■ 8 

:68 

— 

E 

I 

2 

78 

.. 

N 

2 

6 

70 


N 

I 


do. 

16 

8 

65 

... 

N 

I 

2 

79 

.. 

N 

I 

6 

69 

.. 

N 

I 



do. 

17' 

8 

69 

.. 

N 

I 

2 

80 

.. 

N 

2 

6 

70 

— 

NW 

2 


do. 

18 

8 

68 

.. 

WSW 

2 

2 

78 


NW 

i 3 

6 

69 


NW 

2 

. . . . 

Cloudy 

19 

8 

67 

- 

SW 

2 

^ 2. 

82 

.. 

W 

2 

6 

70 

.. 

W 

I 

. . . . 

Clear (at MeEoud' 

20 

8 

69 


W 

2 

2 

79 


N 

2 

6 

69 

.. 

N 

I 

. • . . 

do. 

21 

8 

68 


^ SW 

I 

2 

88 

.. 

W 

2 

6 

68 

- 

W 

I 


do (atBirbilhabbs, 

22 

8 

66 

— 

SW 

' 2 

2 

92 


W^ 

2 

6 

70 

- 

NW 

I 


do. (at Catieh) 

23 

8 

8 

74 

— 

E 

1 

2 

98 

- 

NE 

2 

6 

79 

- 

NE 

2 

** • • • 

do. 

24 

74 


E 

2 

2 ' 

90 


NE 

2 

6 

70 


NE 

I 


do. 

25 

8 

70 


E 

2 

2 : 

92 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

71 


NE 

I 


do. 

26 

8' 

72 


E 

2 

2 ! 

95 


NE i 

2 

6 

78 

.. 

E 

3 

• * » * 

do. 

27 

28 

8' 

8 ' 

76 

78 


E SE 
NE 

3 ; 
2 ; 

2 ; 

2 < 

96 

95 


ESE 
N . 

3 

3 

6 

6 

80 

71 

mhm 

NE 

N 

I 

3 '■ 

. . . • ' 

. , . . i 

Cloudy (at Salabiel 
Clear fEgy 

29 

si 

58 


W 

2 

2 ( 

86 

.. 

W 

2 

6 

82 


NW 

2 

. • . . 

Up 

do. 

}0 

8 ^ 

>9 


NW 

2 

2 i 

38 

m 

NW 

r 

2 

6' 

74 


NW 

2 

. . . . 

do. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During tlie Month of May i 8 or, in Egypt. 


lliermomctcr. 

Thermometer, 

Therm omeier, 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 


Day of ] 
Month. 

'b 

c 

H 

oj 

Stin 

Wind. 

Forcc- 
of the 
Vi^'ind 

Koiir. 

cu 

cn 

■ 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

c 

p 

0 

1 Shade. 

‘•Jiin, 

Wind. 

Force 

the 

Wind 

Rain. 

Remarks 

I 

8 

69 


w 


2 

86 


NW 

2 

6 

74 


NEN 



Clear 

2 

8 

75 

— 

E 

I 

2 

98 

— 

E 

1 

6 

80 

— 

NE 

3 


do. 

3 

0 

0 

70 


NE 

2 

2 

98 


NE 

3 

6 

90 


NE 

3 


Cloudy & hazy 

4 

8 

80 

— 

W 

3 

n 

98 


W 

3 

6 

85 

— 

NW 

2 

. • • • 

Clear 

5 

8 

75 


W 

2 

2 

92 

— 

NW 

2 

6 

75 

— 

N 

3 


Cloudy & hazy 

6 

8 

70 

— 

W 

2 

2 

88 

— 

WSW 

2 

6 

75 


W 

I 


Clear 

7 

8 

70 


w 

2 

2 

88 


WSW 

2 

6 

7 > 


W 

z 


Cloudy 

8 

8 

75 

— 

Caim 


2 

88 

— 

W 

2 

6 

78 


W 

2 

• # ♦ • 

do. 

9 

8 

76 


E 

I 

2 

88 


w 

2 

6 

78 

- 

w 

2 

. . . . 

do (clear A.M) 

10 

8 

80 


E 

2 

2 

97 


E 

2 

6 

78 
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\3 
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II 

8 

7 s 

— 

E 

2 

2 

98 

-- 

E SE 

2 

6 

78 


E SE 

3 


do. 

12 

8 

80 

«- 

E 

2 

2 
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3 

6 

85 


E 

I 
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^3 

8 
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2 

2 
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2 

6 

86 

-- 

• E 

I 
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14 

8 

92 
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3 

2 
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4 

■ 6 
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N 

I 
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15 

8 

80 

— 
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1 

2 
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NW 

I 

6 

86 
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I 


Ciear[atBelbeis 
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- 8 

80 


1 N 

2 

2 

92 


NW 

3 

6 

86 

— 

NW 

2 


do. 

17 
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79 


sw 

i 

2 

90 

— 

SW ' 


6 

85 

... 

E 

4 
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18 

8 
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NW 
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2 

6 
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— 
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2 
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rt 

6 
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- 

E 

2 

6 

90 

- ^ 
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— 
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2 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During Uie Month of June iSoi, in Egypt. 


Tliermometer, 

Thermomeler, 

Thermometer, 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 


Days of 
Month. 

» 

0 

w 

Shade. 

Sun 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

B 

0 

K 

Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
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Wind 

Hour. 

Shade. 

Sun 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
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Rain. 

Remai ks. 

I 

8 

80 

— 

Calm 


2 

104 

— 

NE 

• I 

'6 

92 


NE 

I 

* « « « 

Hazv(atDagc 

2 

8 

76 


NE 

2 

2 

95 


NE 

2 

6 

87 


NE 

2 


Clear ' 

3 

8 

80 


NE 

1 

2 
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NE 

I 

6J 

9 - 


NV/ 

2 

* ♦ * » 

Hazy 

4 

8 

84 


Calm 


2 

103 


NE 

2 

6 

86 


NW 

2 


do. 

5 

8 

84 


NW 

I 

2 

103 


NW 

2 

6 

88 

n- 

NW 
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do. 

6 

8 

84 


NW 

2 

2 
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NW 

2 

6 

86 


NW 

2 


do.(at Shoul 

7 

8 

84 
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2 

2 
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NW 

3 

6 

33 

— 

NW 

1 
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do. rSha: 

8 

8 
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— 

NW 

1 

2 

96 


NW 

2 

6 

8; 

... 

NW 

2 
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do. 

9 

8 

80 


NW 

2 

2 

93 


NW 

2 

6 

80 


NW 
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lO 

8 
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a 

93 

«- 

NW 

2 

6 

80 


NW 

3 
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do. 

11 

8 

83 

— 

NE 

1 

2, 
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N 

2 

6 

8c 

— 

NW 

3 
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do. 

12 

8 

82 
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^2 
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NE 

0 

0 


do. 

*3 

8 
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NE 
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2' 
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n 

6 

80 

— 

NE 

2 
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do. 

14 

8 
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NE 

I 

2 

9' 


NE 

I 

6 

80 

... 

NE 



do. 

15 

8 

82 

— 

NE 

I 

2 
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— 

NW 

2 

& 

95 


N 

3 
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16 

8 

82 


E 

2 

2 

105 

-- 

NW 

2 

6 

97 


W 
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17 

8 

82 


NW 

2 

2 
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NE 

3 

6 

86 

— 

NE 

4 
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do. 

18 

8 

77 


NE 

2 

2 

95 


NE 

2 

5 

83 


NE 

2 


do. 

19 

8 

77 

-- 

NE 
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2 

94 


NE 

3 

6 

82 

— 

NE 

3 

» • . • 

do. 

20 

8 

76 


NE 

2 

2 

97 


NE 

2 

6 

8 


NE 

2 

« «• • • 

, do. 

21 

8 

84 

— 

NE 

2 

2 

105 


NE 

2 ^ 

6 

80 


NE 

z 


do. 

22 

8 

84 


NW 

I 

2' 
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NW 

2 

6 
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NW 

2 


do. 
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8 

80 


W 

1 

2 
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— 

W 

I 

6 

80 

... 

‘W . 
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. * « . 
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24 

8 

78 


w 

I 
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NW 

2 

6 

80. 


NW 

2 

.... 

do. 

^5 

8 

85 
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2 

1 00 
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NW 

2 

6 

80 

— 

NE 
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. . . . 

do. 

26 

8 

84 


NWi ' 

2 
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NW 

2 

"6 

87 


NW 
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do. 

27 

8 
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N- 

2- 

2 
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- 

'n 

2 

6 

94 

— 

'NE 

2 
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28 

8 
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. 
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2 
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2 

6 

96 


N 
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• « ^ • 

do. 

29 

8 

87 
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NW 

2 ' 

6 

94 
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NW 

I 2 ■ 

. . 
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8 

85 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of July i8or, in Egypt. 


Thermometer, 

Thermometer, 

Thei mo meter, 

Morning. 

Noon. 

Evening. 


Days of 
Month, 

Hour, 

1 Shade. 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wmd 

Hour. 

Sliade. 

Sim, 

Wind. 

Force 
of the 
Wind 

1 Hour. 

0 

’-3 

CQ 

Sun 

V/md. 

Force 
>''£ the 
Wind 

1 Rain. 

Remarks. 

1 

8 

83 


NW 

2 

2 

98 


W 

3 

6 

94 

.. 

NW 

3 


Hazy & cloudy 

'!2 

8 

82 


NW 

2 

2 

XOI 


NW 

2 

6 

92 

.. 

NW 

3 


do. 

3 

8 

82 

— 

NW 

I 

2 

104 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

92 


NWJ 

3 


do. 

4 

8 

82 


NE 

I 

2 

106 

.. 

NW 

3 

6 

lOX 

.. 

NW** 

3 


do. 

5 

8 

84 


WNW 

I 

2 

106 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

98 

.. 

NW 

2 


do. 

6 

8 

84 


NW 

I 

2 

104 

.. 

NW 

3 

6 

92 

.... 

NW 

3 


Great fog and 

7 

8 

82 

... 

NW 

I 

2 

104 

.. 

NW 

3 

6 

92 


NW 

3 


heavy tkws 

8 

8 

84 


NW 

1 

' 2 

‘05 


NE 

3 

6 

lOl 

.. 

NE 

3 


do. 

9 

8 

^5 


NW 

X 

2 

106 


NW 

3 

6 

92 

.. 

NW 

3 


do. 

JO 

8 

84 


'NW' 

^ I 

2 

105 

.. 

NW 

3 

6 

94 

— 

NW 

3 


do. 

ll 

8 

84 


NW 

I 

2 

X05 

.. 

NW 

3 

6 

94 


NW 

3 


do.rGr.Cairo^ 

l!2 

8 

89 

— 

NW 

I 

2 

98 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

94 

.. 

NW 

2 

. • « « 

do. 

J 3 

8 

87 

— 

NW 

2 

2 

96 

.. 

•NW 

2 

6 

92 

.. 

NW 

4 

* • » * 

Tempefi:.windi 

14 

8 

86 

— 

NW 

2 

2 

95 

- 

NW 

2 

6 

90 

.. 

NW 

3 


Clear [duft,&c. 

15 

8 

83 

— 

NW 

I 

2 

96 


NW 

2 

6 

94 


NW 

2 

* • # 

do. 

16 

8 

85 

— 

NW 

X 

2 

95 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

9 ° 


NW 

2 

. . . . 

<^P' 

^7 

8 

85 


Calm 


2 

95 

— 

NW 

2 

6 

93 

.. 

NE 

3 


Oppredive . 

18 

8 

87 

1 

NW 

I 

2 

99 


NE 

2 i 

6 

95 

.. 

NB- 

2 


Clear 

19 

8 

I87 


NW 

I ; 

2 

98 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

92 


NW 

2 

« * * 

do. 

20 

8 

38 


INW 

2 


103 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

100 

— 

NNE 

2 


do.' 

21 

8 

:87 

: ... 

NW 

1 

2 

JOI 


NW 

2 , 

6 

94 


NNW 

3 ' 

.... 

do. ' 

22 

8 

87 

1 

N 

1 

2 

96 

.. 

NW 

^ 2 

6 

90 


NW 

2 


do. 

23 

8 

86 

I — 

NW 

1 

2 

96 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

. 89 


NW 

2 


do. 

24 

! 8 

'85 

— 

NW 

I ' 

2 

9 ^ 


NW ' 

2 

■6 

90, 


NW 

2 


do. 

25 ■ 

8 

87 

... 

NVT 

I 

2 

96 


NW 

2 

6 

90 

.. 

NW 

2 

. . • • 

do. 

26 

1 8 

85 

— 

,NW 

I ' 

2 

95 

.. 

NW, 

2 ^ 

6 

90 


NW 

3 

♦ * . • 

Cloudy&foggy 

27 

i 8 

85 

■ .. 

NW 

I 

2 

05 

... 

NW 

2 

■ 6 

90 


NW 

3 

. . * 

qioudy 

28 

8 

83 

... 

NW 

I' 

2, 

99 


NW 

2 

6 

90 

1 .. 

NW 

3 

. r > » 

Gear , 

29 

8 

85 


NW 

: ^ 'i 

2 

98 

.. 

NW 

2 

6 

I9 


NW 

3 , 


do. 
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8 

85 


NW 
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2 

98 

.. 

NW 

2 

■^6 
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.. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of Auguft i8oi, in Grand Cairo. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, 'WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of September i8oi, in Grand Cairo. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

Turing the Month of Oftobcr i8oi, in Grand Cairo. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of November i8oi, in Grand Cairo. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 

During the Month of December 1801, in Grand Cairo. 
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STATE OF THERMOiMETER, WE 

During the Month of January 1803, in 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
Daring the Month of February 1802, in Cairo, on the Nile, and at Rofetta. 
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STATE OF THERMOMETER, WINDS, RAIN, &c. 
During the Month of March 1802, at Rofetta and Alexandria. 
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N. B. Having broke my Thermometer, I was ' under the neceflity of concluding my 
Thermometrical Journal.. 
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Plan of the Encampment of the Grand Vizier at Jaffa 
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XII. An Arnaut Soldier 
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XV. A Seis, or Arab Groom 
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XVIIL A Chiaous Bashi 
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A BOUKIR, lake of, 358 

Absalom, tomb of, i68 
Abyssinia, information relative to, and 
Bruce’s Travels, 332 
Abydos, site of the ancient, 71, 72 
Acacia, or thorn, whence the gum-arabic is 
collected, 346 

Admiral, a Turkish, decapitated for negleft 
of duty, 72 

Agriculture, state of, in Syria, 222 
Alexandria, ancient monument at, 359, 360 

teinple of Diana at, 422 

Aimes, or dancing-giids, 376 
Ambassador, English, at Constantinople, 
fete given by on the King’s birth-day, 
107 

Ambassador, Russian, celebration of the 
Emperor’s birth-day by the, 31: 
Amusements, favourite, of the Grand Seig- 
nor, 19 

of the Turks of condition, 35 

Aquedufl:, at Belgrade, erefted by the Em- 
peror Justinian, 51 

, — — . at Cairo, 378 

Arab groom, portrait of an, 24^ 

Arab marriage, edebration of an, 334 
^ — - sheicks) dress of the, 327 ^ 

^ towns, mostly built upon eminences, 

cause of the choice of such sites, 152 

villages' ;^d inhabitants,'<i40, 131 

Arabagis Bashi, an officei*' of '.the Turkish 
- afmy, 227 > ' 


Arabian camel-drivers, character and man- 
ners of, 242 

Arabs, method employed by them to pre- 
serve their corn from pillage and fire, 154 
, two classes of, Fellah and Bedouins, 
218 

plunder the tents of the English at 

Jaffa, 187 

Archipelago, iflands of, ill, 112, 4^-43 44 ^ 
Army, Turkish, the, attended by a number 
of dervises, 10 

encumbered with useless fol- 
lowers, 230 

^ cavalry belonging to the, 24a 

— principal ofHcers of the, 227 

, — — review of the, by the Grand 

Vizier, 138 

, undisciplined state of, 134 

various complexions of the 

soldiers composing the, 229 
ArnautS, charafter, dr ess, arms, &c. of the, 23 7 

— desertion of, from the Viziers 

army, 148 
Ascalon, 254 

— description of the country round, 59 

Ashdod, and the adjacent country, 254, 25 8 
Astrologers consulted relative to the proper 
time of launching a ship of war, 97 
Atmeydan, or hippodrome, for athletic ex* 
ercises at CorStantmople, 35 
, ; grand:obe&k » the middle of ^ 

3S ;> 
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584 

Bakers^ punishment of fraudulent in Tur- 
key, 33 

Baldwin^ tomb of, at Jerusalem, 159 
Banditti, formidable hordes of, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Constantinople, 94 

— , measures taken to punish them, 95 

Barge, the Grand Seignor’s, 96 
Barker’s, Mr. views of Constantinople, 78, 
87, 99 

Barley, large Gonsumption of, in the Turkish 
camp, 192 

Barrahcat, Turkish army encamps at, 282 

— singular phenomenon observed 

at, 283 

Bath, description of a Turkish, and of the 
processes and operations to which the 
bather is subjected, 80 
, desci'iption of a, at Cairo, 319 
— — in the Grand Seignor’s camp at Jaffa, 

23^ 

^ warm, bad effects of the too frequent. 

use of, 25 

Baths, public, at Constantinople, 82 
,, Bavaria, dress of the women in,- ^487 
Bayonets seldom employed by the Turkish 
soldiery, 240 

Bazars, account of the, at Constantinople, 32 

^ good police of the, 33 

Bedouins, or wandering Arabs, character 
and manners of the, 220 

, arms of the, 221 

Belbeis, description of, 300 

— , defeat of the French near, 301 

Belgrade, village and aquedu£b of, 52 
beauty of the' surrounding country, 

" ^ S 3 . 58 , ^ ^ ’ ' 

Ben-ei-hazer, situation oi^ 3 Oi; ’ ^ 

^ productions of country in 
' ' the vicinity of, 305, 306 • 


Eetlilem, description of, idi, 164 

) church of St. Catbarine at, i6z 

• : — pools of Soioinon near, idz 

, inhabitants of, 1 64 

Beys, arrest of the Mameluke, by the Grand 
Vizier, 381 

) massacre of, 383 

Biram, celebration of the, in the camp of the 
Grand Vizier, 208 

Biram Courbam, grand procession on the 
opening of, 43, 104 
Birds, catacombs of tlie, in; Egypt, 338 
Bonaparte, inhuman conduct of, at Jaffa, 
128, I3<5 

— — , extraordinary threat by, relative 

to Jerusalem, 157 

Bosphorus, description of the, and its banks, 14 

— — , beautiful fountain on the banks 

of, 25 

Bostangis, body-guards of the Sultan, 244 
Boulac, distant view of, 312, 377 
r— - — , ruiUqus state of, 343 
Breakfast, a Turkish, 43 
British, army, successful progress of the, in 
Egypt, 270, 8cc. 

Bruce’s Travel in Abyssinia, confirmation 
of the truth of part of, 335 
Brusa, hot bath at, 99 
BuSalo, the, well adapted to Egypt, 354 
Burials, corpses of those who die by the 
plague covered with red cloth, 90 

; , bodies of the Turks interred withr 

oijit coffins, and naked, 90 
Burnt-pillar, antique cojumn, at Con^^tantH 
wpl% 35 ^ . 

Buyukdo???, a vBkgC' near-Cpnstant|riiopIe, 
dcsGr%tioi|' of,. 19, 25 ' . , 

caitje ^9 ^ - 

— ^ amusements of the of, 

23, 3ti ^ ™ 



INDEX 


Biiyukdcre^ plenty of provisions^ vegetables, 
See. at, 26 

— , state of the tliermoxneter, winds, 

&c. at, 549 

Cadi Asker, or military judge, 227, 228 

^ costume of, Plate X. 

Cadi-Kui, village on the site of Chalcedon, 
beautiful prospect from, 103 
Caimac, an agreeable preparation of milk, 43 
method of preparing, 97 
Caicks, Turkish merchant ships, 15 
Cairo, Grand, and the environs, view of, 3 1 1 
' — — , cavalcade of the women at, 328. 

■ , details relative to the plague at, 328 

, distant view of, 312 

invested by the combined army of 

Turks and English, 314 

surrendered by capitulation, 3 15 

evacuated by tlie French, 3 19 

, the Grand Vizier makes his. public 

entry into, 320 
opening of the canal at, J31! 
marriage processions at, 349 
, slave markets at, 351 
■ — conjecture relative to the antiquity of,. 
366 ' 

, fortificaticjns erected at, by the French- 

army, 3 ^ 6 ^ 

— description of the streets, houses, &c. 
oif 367, 368' 

--- — , palaces of the Beys at, 369 
— , dimensions andspopulation of, 369^370 
— , palace of the caliphs of Egypt, 370 

losej^Ts well, 371 ■ 

inhabitants of,* thdr manners, lan- 

gimgc, and dress, '137X---4 
' — ^ manufactures, and commerce of, 374, 
3T5^ 


5 % 

Cairo, dancing girls at, 376 

, jugglers at, 377 

, aqueduct at, 378 

) procession accompanying the holy 

carpet, 382 

Cairo, Old, account of, 377 

Cameleon, dissection and description of a, 145 

Camels, 215 

Arabian breed of, 270 

Camel-drivers, Arabian, character, &c. of, 
242 

Camp of the Grand Vizier’s army at Jaffa, 
121, 123 

, filthy and noxious state of the, 123, 

186 

— — , warm, bath in the, 13 1 
— — , desertions from the, 186, 19 1 

f ravages by the plague in, &c. 194 

, plan of the, 226 

Camps, Turkish, manner of lighting the, in 
the night, 232 

— - , exposed to surprise, 232 

Camp, Turkish, breaks up from Jaffa, 250 

^ entertainments in the, 197 

j removal of, ip8 

Gannon, foundery of, at Cairo, 327" 
Caper-shrub, grows wild in Cyprus, iid 
Capi-Aga, or chief of the white eimuchs, 92 
Capitan Pacha, ceremony of his taking leave 
of the Sultan, 8 

...j visit of ceremony to, 30 

- , visit on board the flag-ship, 

r — , character of the, < 52 . 

Capitation-tax, oppressive, paid by Greeks, 
" Armenians, &c. in Turkey, 27 
Caravan for Mfecca,, departure of the, from, 
Cairo, 391,. , , „ 

Carpet, acred, for covering the house of: 
God at Mecca, 3^2 •; 

4 K. 



CarthatnuSj cdtiirated in great abundance on 
the banks of the bJile, 3 09, 312 
Cassia fistula, a species of, near Cairo, 34^ 
Castcl Rosso, island and town of, 42^ 
Castro, or Mitjlene, town and port of, 455 

, costume of tke women of, ibid 

population of, 436 

Cavalry, Turkish, arms, discipline, mode of 
fighting, &c. of the, 239 

> bght, in the Turkish army, 241 
Cemeteries planted with cypress-trees, i y 
Cemetery, magnificent, of the Mamelukes, 
348 

Ceremony observed in reading letters from 
the Grand Seignor, 325 - 
Ceremony of the Grand Vizier’s laying the 
first stone of a new bastion, 142 
Ceremonies at an interview with the Turkish 
secretary at war, 1 7 

Ceremonies, singular, on board a Russian 
ship of war, 89 

Character of the Turks, 244, 247 
Charcagis, an officer belonging to the Turk- 
ish army, 227 

Chaorbagis, a colonel of Janissaries, 237 
Charcoal, pans filled with, used for warming 
apartments, 79 

Charcoal, fatal effects from, ibid 
Chennecally> castles of, 6t 

■ , description of, 68 

, — , manu&tory of leather at, 69 

State .of thermometer, &c. &«. 
SS 4 

Chess played in, :tie Turkish camps, 245 

Chiaouses, or messengers, 91 
Chious-Bashi, an officer of great dignity !n 
the Ottoman empire, gSd . i , ' 

— costume of the, ibid 

efirist, scene pf his- sufferings, 158 ,• 

t^'tli-piace of, 163 


Christ, impression of the foot of, in the 
Mount of Olives, rdy 
Christians, oppression of, in Turkey, 27 
Cleopatra’s needle, an ancient obelisk at 
Alexandria, 360 

Coin, adulterations of the Turkish, 34 
Colcasskim, cultivated by tire Arabs in 
Egypt* 34 S 

Columns to mark the boundary of Africa 
and Asia, 272 

Compliment, singular mode of paying a, 247 
Complexions, varbus, of the soldiers com- 
poang the Turkish army, 229 
Constantinople, and its suburbs, brief descrip- 
tloJX of, I z 

• — 5 population of, 

— — , harbour of, ibid 

> numbers of dogs and 

vultures in the streets of, 27 
, bazars of, 32 

^streets of, narrow and verj- 

dirty, 33 

^ external appearance of the 

houses of, 34 

pmmbulation -through, j 6 

— , bans, nr residence of the 

merchants at, described, 77 

— ^ views of, by Mr* Barker, 78, 
^ 7 ^ 99 

' * >, mode of ^arming apart- 

ments at, 79 

^ public and private baths 
commonly used at, 80 

' > of snow at, on the lath 

of March, p3 

— *, robberies committed there 
in open day^ 100 , ' < 

mterior of the mosques of. 

Com, mode of getting it. in, in Egypt, 298 
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CoElc^s,an esctilcftt root: growing mSyria^^ 14 '' 
Cotirtship of the Greeks, 25 
Cnl Caiyalisi, m officer beloiigmg to the 
Turkish army, 227 

Cultivation and face of the country in Hol- 
land, *49<S 

Cyprus, productions of, 116 
Dancing-girls, 376 

Dahroot, on the Nile, account of, 411 ' 

Dardania, site of, 73 i 

Dardanelles never infected with the plague, 

68 

castles of, 70 

» — , state of the thermometer, winds, 

&c. in the, 554 

Date-tree, great usefulness of, 33a 

— , picturesejue effect of among 

houses, X53 

David, supposed burial-place of king, 169 
Dehlis, or Turkish light cavalry, account of, 
149, and Plate VIH# 

Dervises, a number of them attend the 
Turkish armies, 10 

, singular religious ceremony of, 84 

different sects of, 85 

Desert, effects of a storm in the, 2’/8 

j march of the Turkish army across 

the, to Cairo, 287 

Diarrhoea, prevalence of, among the Turkish 
and English troops, 308,’ 3x6 

causes of the, 308 ^ ‘ 

Dinner, a Turkish, 46, 1 1 0 
Diseases that prevail in Turkey, 48 

produced among the Greeks and 

Armenians by their diet in Lent, 100 
Djerid, a military ^ort much in vogue ^mong 
Turks of condition, 25, 35, 208 
Dog^;' great numbers of, ip the 'streets of 
. . ' "Constantino|dejt other TurHsh 
ties, 17 


5^7 

Dourra, or Indian corn, cultivated on the 
banks of the Nile, 310 
Doves, great numbers of, in the cypress- 
groves of the cemeteries, 1 7 
Doves, large flocks of, near Korin in Egypt, 
298 

Dress of the Greeks, 24 

Greek women, 24, 455 

Turkish women, 23 

Dromedaries, corps of French troops mount- 
ed on, 1 24, 220 

Dysentery, many of the English attacked 
with, 21 

Easter, celebration of, among the Greeks at 
Constantinople 

Egypt, haziness of the atmosphere in, 297 

, mode of getting in the com in, 298 

, wheat, flax, lucerne, and mustard cul- 
tivated in, 304 

i unhealthiness of the climate of, 329 

f excessive heat in, 330 

, method of irrigaiing the high grounds, 

335 ^ ’ 

, productions of, 343, 355, 378 

f state of the thermometer, winds, rain, 

&c. in, 573 
Ekron, 254 

EI-Arish,the Vizieris army encaihps near, 273 

, view of, Plate XVE 

Elgin, Earl of, arrives at the Dardanelles, 64 

, visits the Capitan Pacha, 65 

^ — , introduces the inoculation of 

the cow-pox at Constaminople, Bo 

^ f^e given by, on the 4th of 

June, toy ^ . 

England, arriv,al 1 % *^03 

English detachment,Juncti?^ of, with the 

Gmnd Vizier^^ army, 

English detachment, encampment of ths, 1 25 
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588 

English detachment affected with an erup- 
tive complaint, 132 

• reviewed by the Grand Vizier, 187 

, several of the soldiers die of the 

plague, 294 

— — — , names of the officers composing, 2 

, object of, I 

> disastrous state of, at Ja£Fa, 197 

Enthusiastic volunteers in the Turkish army, 
241 

Eshtaol, 257 

Etchi Bashi, an officer of the Ottoman army, 
227, 228 

— costume of, Plate XT. 

Eunuchs, chief of the white, 92 
Execution of the Pacha of Nicomedia, 105 

Fead, Major, death of, at the fortress of St. 
Jean d’Acre, 55 

Fellahs, or Arab husbandmen, abject state of 
the, in Syria, 218 

— , character of the, 219, 221 

■, construction of the villages of the, 

in Egypt, 296 

wretched state of the, 297 

Feredge, part of the dress of the Turkish 
women, 23 

Fever, malignant, cases of, 503 
Fortresses, Turkish, remark on, 56 

ancient proverb relative to, 57 

Foua, a town in the Delta, 355 
Franklin, captain, resigns and returns to 
England, 12 

Franks, manner in which they salute the 
Turks, 16 

French, cruelty of, at Jaffa, 1 28 * 

' — — ■ — y scene or me horrid massacre of 
,prisoners«by, J36 . 

Freezing-mixture, experiment with the, in 

3^5 


Galangis, or Turkish marine, dishonesty of 
a, 6s 

Galata — State of the thermometer, winds, 
barometer, &c. at, 555 
Gaming, Turkish soldiers, guilty of, punish- 
ed with death, 19 1 

Gaza, description of the country near, 262 

— of the town and suburbs, 263 

, beautiful gardens near, 264, 267 

— porch at, of which Samson carried 
away the gates, 263 

, ports of, 266 

, pyramids of, 321 

Goats, in Syria, extraordinary length of their 
ears, 215 

Germany, journey through, 48^ 

Grandees, precarious state of, in Turkey, 230 
Grand Seignor, favourite amusement of, 19 

- * , visits Chiflick, and reviews 

the English detachment, 29, 40 

celebrates the opening of the 

Beyram Courbam, 42 

Grand Vizier, his standard consecrated, 16 
, ™ officers of the military mis- 

sion introduced to, 7 

— ^ ^ ceremony of his taking the 

field, 9 

) description of the dress, &c, 

of the troops attending him, 9 

^ anecdotes of the, 108, 209 

3 description of his camp at 

Jaffa, 121 

character of the; 126 

, makes his entry into Grand 

Caho, 320^ 

tent of the, 250 

^ ^ Jjjyg the first stone of a new 

bastion at Jaffa, 142 

“T — ^ — 3 receives a magnificent pre- 
sent from the Sultan, 325 
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Grand Ylzicr's army, progress of, towards 
Cairo, 155, 259, 261, 262, 268, 271, 
272, 281, 283, 289, 304—309, 311 

, order of the march of, 256 

, encamps near Esdad, 25 7 

encamps near Ascalon, 559 

, encamps near Gaza, 262 

, commences active operations, 268 

, enters Africa,’^ 271 

• , encamps at Zaca in the desert, 272 

• , sufferings of the, in their march 

< through the desert, 273 

, encamps at El-Arish, ibid 

■ , serious disagreement in the, 275 

— j takes Salaliieh, 278 

< — , encamps at Barrahcat in the desert, 

282 

, encamps at Eir-el-Habt, 283 

’* Wr 

— , marches to Theali, 285 

— , encamps at Birdenedar, 287 

^ march of the, to Kantara, 288 

I , enters Salahie, 289 

^ view of the inarch of a part of, 292, 

and the Frontispiece 

• , arrives at Korin, 295 

, defeats the French near Beibeis, 301 

neglect of discipline and good order 

in the, 303 

, march of the, from Beibeis to Mesh- 

totile, 304 

^ encamps at Ben-el-Hazer, 305 

, marches to Shonbra Shaabi, 309 

encamps on the banks of the Nile, 

near Shellecan, 31 1 

— , marches to Beisous, 312 

— , invests and takes Cairo, 313 

Greek marriage, 87 

- — - convent at Nehahmene in the island 
of Scio, 443 

Greek convert, airidus decorations of the 
chapel of the, 444 
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Greek women, dress, manners, &c. of the, 
24, m3 

• , many decay early, 25 

— , passionately fond of dancing, 3 2 

Greeks, dress of, 24 

- — , very numerous in the European 

provinces of Turkey, 29 

, celebration of the festival of St. 

John by the, and Easter, 31, 99 

, amusements of, 3d 

Gum arable tree, whence collected, 346 
Gum mastic, considerable quantities of, col- 
lected in the island of Scio, 447 

Hans, or inns, for the Turkish merchants at 
Constantinople, 77 

HarvestsncarConstantinoplebeginin June, 27 
Heat, excessive, near Constantinople, 20 
Hedgin, a species of the camel, 216 
Heliopolis, 315 

Henna, Turkish women stain their nails 
with a colour obtained from the, 24 
Holland, roads in, and general face of the 
country and cultivation, *497 
Holy family, grotto in which they arc said 
to have taken refuge in Egypt, 344 
Holloway, Colonel, succeeds General Koehler 
in the command of the English mis- 
sion, 200 

and the officers under him, receive 

gold medalsfrom the Grand S€ignor,395 
Holy Land, progress through, 150 

^ topographical ’account of the 

most interesting objects in the, 174 
Homer, school of, in the island of Scio, 446 

^ fountain of excellent water 

near the, 435 

Horses, Turkish, description of, and the 
mode of treating them, 5 ^$), 22, 246 

, mode of shoeing, in Turkey, 2a 

4h 
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Horses, food of, 22 

, Syrian, 215 

Hood, Captain Samuel, introduces many 
improvements into the Turkish fleet,d2 
Houses, Turkish, description of the interior 
of, 16 

j heavy and dull appearance of, at 
the exterior, 34 

, badly covered at Constantinople, ib. 

Hutchinson, General, visits the camp of the 
Grand Vizier, 307 

, British army under the command 
of, joins the Turks, and takes Cairo,3 13 

Ibis, mummies of, preserved in the cata- 
combs near Saccara in Egypt, 33P 
Improvisatori, at Cairo, 370 
Illumination, splendid at Constantinople dur- 
ing the Ramazan, Sd 

Indian corn, cultivated on the banks of the 
Nile, 310 

Indigo, plantations of, on the Nile, 307 
— mode of preparing, 313. 3^^ 
Inscription, SigMn, marble containing the, 
sent to England, d7 
Ismael Pacha, death of, 254 

Jackals, abound in Syria, 2d7 

• , great numbers of, enter the camp 

at Jaffa, 147 

Jaffa, in Syria, description of, 118. 127 

• , Grand Vizier’s camp at, 12 1 

— — , storming of, by Bonaparte’s army, 
123 — 129 

inhuman massacre of the inhabitants 

in cold blood, 128 

, view o^ Platte VII. 

— gardens of, 133 


Jaffa, state of the thermometer, winds, rain, 
&c. at, 5di 

James, St. place where his head was deposit- 
ed, idi 

Janissaries, mutiny of the, 188 

, ceremonies on paying them their 

arrears, 189 

■ , origin and present state of the,234 

, best troops in Turkey, 235 

Jebigi Bashi, an officer of the Ottoman 
army, 227 

Jehoshaphat, valley of, several monument in 
the, id8 

Jerome, St. ancient building at, 154 
Jerusalem, church of the sepulchre at, 157 
" " j scene of our Saviour’s sufferings 
at, 158 

-, Armenian church at, idi 

sepulchres of the kings at, 1^5 

, description of the country near, 
^ 54 . 15s 

site of the temple of Solomon, 
and palace of Pilate, 156 

> extent of the city of, 157 

Julien, fort, near Rosetta, 413 
Jugglers, Egyptian, 147, 377 

Kahnyounes, village of, 271 
Kaimakan, the British ofiScers introduced to 
the, 21 

— — - — , inspects the troops at Levant 
^Chiflick, 38 

Kaithana, place chosen for artillery experi- 
ments, 30 

Kampsin wind, effects of the, 278, 294, 300, 

304, 331 

Kiosque, a Turkish pleasure-house, descrip- 
tion of, 30 

Koehler, General, and the other officers of 
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the Million visit the Capitan Pacha on 
board his ship, 62 

Koehler^ General^ death and funeral of, 
195, 200 

, Mrs, dies of the plague, 195 

Korin, in Egypt, village of, 295 

^ soil, productions, &c\ of the adjoining 

country, 296 

, precious stones found near, 297 

Kuchiik Hussein, high-admiral of the Turk- 
ish fleet, 62 

— origin of, ibid 

, has successfully exerted himself to 

improve the Turkish marine, ibid 
Kymak, method of preparing, 97 

Lahemgis Bashi, commandant of the mi- 
ners, 227 

Launch of a Turkish seventy-four, g6 
Leake, Captain, sent to reconnoitre the 
French, 190 

Leander, tower of, fine view of Constanti- 
nople from, 98 

Legliis, light cavalry in the Turkish army, 240 
Lentisk-tree, or dendron-scinos, whence the 
gum mastic is collected, 447 
Lepers, hospital for, in the island of Scio,3 5 2, 
446, 45 ^ 

, state of the patients, 453 

Levant Chiflick, description of the country 
and soil near, 20 

— — , barrack at, for the English 

detachment, 19 

Limesol, in Cyprus, description of, and of 
the adjacent country, 116 
Lupine cultivated in Egypt, 295 
Lydda, town of, 203, 204 

Mahmond Reis Effendi, character of, 127 
Mahomed, fete in commemoiration of the 
birth of his mother, 


S9^ 

Mahommedans, oppressions exercised by, on 
the Christians, 27 

Mahramah, head-dress of the Turkish wo- 
men, 23 

Mamaluke Beys, arrest of the, by the Grand 
Vizier, 381 

^ masacre of, 383 

Mamelukes, origin, costume, &c. of the, 242 
Marine, remarks on the present state of the 
Turkish, 63 

Marriage, celebration of a Greek, 87 
Marriage processions, at Cairo, 328 
May-day, celebration of, by the Greeks, 103 
Medical art, miserable state of, in Turkey, 245 
Medical Journal, or account of the diseases 
that prevailed among the Ottoman and 
English troops in Syria and Egypt — the 
pre-disposing causes, symptoms, and 
cure, 483, 515 
Mekias, or Nilometer, 319 
Melons, large, at Jaffa, 135 
Memnon, fragment of a colossal statue of, 3 60 
Memphis, supposed site of, 337? 399 
Menouf, canal and town of, 353 
Meshtoule;^ in Egypt, country in the vici-*' 
nity of, 305 

Messoudieh, wells of, 281 
Meteorological Journal, or a correct state- 
ment of the thermometer, winds, ba- 
rometer^ &c. in Turkey, Asia, Syria, the 
Desert, and Egypt j from June 1799, to 
March 1802, 549 

Metterhenna, a village on the site of the an- 
cient Memphis, 399 
Mewliachs, or whirling derVises, 84 
Military Mission, sent to Turkey, i 

, names of officers composing the, 2 

, ceremony attending their introduc- 
tion to the Grand Vizier, 7 
Millar, Captain, present f?oin the Capitan 
t>"-ha for the widovr of, 102 ■ . 
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Mimosa Nilotica, 346 

Minage, account of this singular visual de- 
ception, 2 S3 / 

Mito, iiiliabitants of, not attacked by tlie 
plagae^ 6p 

, cheapness of wine at^ 74 

JvIokataiTij description of Ivloiintj 351 
Mosque of Santa Sophia at Constantinople^ 
34 > 54 ? X05 

Mosques of Constantinople, interioi" of, 105' 
Muezins, criers, stationed in the minarets of 
tiie mosques to call the people to pray, 1 3 
Mufti of Jerusalem, visit from, ido 
Mummies, plain of the, description of the 
catacombs in the, 337 

Mussuimen, heads of decapitated, placed un- 
der their arm, ipi 

Mustapha, General, alias Campbell, account 
oi, 251 

Navy, Turkish, fiag^ship of the Capitan 
Pacha, 3d 

, jittle encouragement to the 
surgeons of the, 37 

' ~ ~ > want of strict discipline in 

the, 37 

Nightingale, notes of the, heard in the de- 
sert of Theah, 284 

Nile, velocity of the current of ^,he, 124 
' , subsiding of the intmdation of the, 386 

•" , inunaation of, 349^ 354 

voyage on tlie, from Cairo to Alex- 
aiidiia, 353, 4o8 

observations on the rise and fall ^ of 
the, ill i8oi, 4oa 

— , mod deposited fay the, analpis of the, 

_ Nilometer, descript, of the, at Cairo, 3 19,402 . 

^ ^ inscription on 'the, 3 20 , • 


Obelisk, granite, in the Atineydan at Con- 
stantinople, 33 
Olives, Mount of, 167 
Olive-trees, numerous plantations of, near 

Gaza, 265 

I Ophthalmia, prevalence of this disease, 

~ ^ causes thereof, 153, 31^ 

■ ' , dissertation on the causes, 

symptoms, and cure, of the Ophthalmia 
of Syria and Egypt, 538 
Ostriches, mode of hunting them, 414 

3 their eggs suspended as ornaments 
from the roofs of the mosques, 4 14 
Ottoman Empire, tradition relative to the 
downfall of the, 233 
Ovid, tower of, 53 
Oxen, of a small size in Syria, 26 ^ 

Pacha, execution of a, 105 
Partridges, Egyptian, 297 
Patinos, isliutd and town of, description of 
the, 1 12, 113 

, inhabited exclusively by Greeks,! 13 

Pear-trees, prickly, employed as fences at 
Jaffa, 135 

Philistines, view of the land of the, 2 54 
Pilgrims, lake of, 388 

I illar, burnt, an antique column at Constan-. 
tinople, 35 

Plague, the, singular mode of communicat- 
ing, 

many persons die of, at Jaffa, 137, 

1%, 194 

> symptoms and predisposing causes 
of, 139 

— , remarks on, 202 

, singular fact relative to the, 252 

communicated by mean^, of a pe- 

’lic%a53 
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itiuiffiTcncc Ox^tl^c Turks to tke^ 277 
^ defails relative to uiCj 3 3 ^ 3 ? 3 ^ 4 > 

393, 41 J, 4^7 

frictions with warm oil reconmiend- 

cd for prevention and cure of tliCj 487 
cases ofj 510 — 514 , 

liistorical journal ofj details relative 

to the causes^ symptoms,, cure, &c* of 
tlie, 516 

Plane-tree, immense, at Stancho, 1 14 
Police, strict regulations to prevent frauds in 
the Bazars, 33 

^ wretched state of, at Constantinople, 

ICO 

Pompey’s Pillar, at Alexandria, 359 

erected in honour of the 

Emperor Domitian, ibid 
Pontius Pilate, site of the palace of, at Jeru- 
salem, ♦ 

Procession, grand, on tlic opening of the 
Beyram festival, 40 

— of General Koehler, and the of- 
ficer of the Mission to the Porte, 6 

5 accompanying the sacred carpet 

for the Caaba at Mecca, 382 
Prophecy, traditional,^ relative to the down- 
fal of the Ottoman empire, 233 
Psorophthalmy, an endemic disease in Syria, 
223 

causes of, ibid 

Punishment, singular, inflicted upon a Turk 
for an assault, 94 

Pyramids of Gaza, description of, 3^7 

^ dimensions of the chamber 

withinside one of them, 323 
Pyramids of Saccara, 337 

' Quails, abundance of, near Gaza, 267 

Rackey, a spirituous li<luor3 Zl^ 


Ramah of Gilead, 252 
Ramazan, or Turkish Lent, 86 

^ splendid illumination on the first 

night of, ibid 

Ramla, ruins of the tower of forty martyrs 
near, 15 1 

, Latin convent of, ibid 

, description of the town of, ibid, 254 

Reis Effendi, character of the, 127, 14^ 
Rhodes, city of, arsenal at the, 432 
— y beautiful villages in the neighbour- 

hood of, 432 
, city of, 428 

, ancient habitations of the knights, 

ibid 

, harbours of, 429 

y ancient, ibid ^ 

, island, description of the, 430 

— : , state of cultivation and^productiqps 

bf, 43 i 

dress of the Greek inhabitants, 433 

Rice, plantations of, ip Egypt, 355 
Rickets very common in Turkey, 48 
Rosetta, description of, 356, 413, 414 ^ 

, manufactures of, 417 

— ^ gardens of, ibi# 

, noxious 'swampy grounds near, 418 

Rotterdam, neatness of the buildings in, "^501 
Russian captain, singular ceremonies during 
an entertainment given by a, 89 
Ryahs, denomination comprehending Greeks, 
Armenians, and Franks, 27 
- — oppression of, ibid 

Sabre, exercise of -the Turlpsh soldiers with 

the, 137 , ^ 

Sa^ars, a corps, who supply the Turkish 
army with /Water, 303 

sSailors, Turkish, a turbulent set of men, 64 
Santa Soplua,mos9[ue of, at Constantinople, 35. 
I * ^ 4 H 

t % 
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Sain-a Sophia, Ii;stor7 and description of, 54 
St. Joiin’s day celebrated nrith great parade 

by the Greeks/’ 3 1 

Salahieh^ description of the country and in- 
habitants in the vicinity of^ ?p4 

# entry of the Grand Vizier into, 200 
■ Arab village near, 29 r 

• — , fortress of, 292 

— , inundations near, causes of the, 291 

Sampson, porch at Gaza whence he cai'ried 
away the gates, 2^3 

Samsoongis Basin, an officer of the Turkish 
army, 227 

Santon, humanity and good sense of a Turk- 
ish, x6q 

Scio, the island of, 441 

, dress of the Greek women of, 442 

* f light-houses of, 443 

— > Greek convent at Nehahmonee, in, 444 

productions of, ibid. 450 

— , gum mastic, 447 

• state of cultivation, and popuIation5449 

, prevalent diseases in, 452 

■ town of, description of the, 450 

promenade on the sea-shore, 443, 447 

y exports from/i45o 

port of, 451 

, population, ibid 

— , Greek churches, 4^2 
Selim IIL Emperor of the Turks, is extremely 
popular, 43^ ^ 

/ has introduced many salutary in- 
novations, ibid 

• , description of the person of, 46 

Seraglio, or palacftof the Sultan, site of, 13 
Seraskia^ an officer of the Turkish army,227 
Serenades by Greek lovers at Buyukdere, 25 
Seven Towers, castle of, 

Scymen Bashi, an, officer of the Ottoman 
. army, ai?; ' 

Shells* Arab, dress of the, 32(7 ,j 1 

*f/i i 1 I 


Sherbet, cooled with ice, 33 
Ships of war, description of the Sultan Seliin, 
the Capital! Pacha’s Hag-ship, 3 7 

, launch of a Turkish, 96 

) prayers on board of, 104 
Shoe, horse, 1 urkish, description of, 22 
Shoubra Shaabi, productions of the country 
in the vicinity of, 309 

Sick, neglect of the, in Turkish armies, 492 
, means used by the 1 urks for trans- 
porting the, 492 
Sigaeuin, visit to the ancient, 66 

_, marble containing a curious bas-re- 
lief, and celebrated in scripture, obtain- 
ed there, and sent to England, 66 
Sion, Mount, idi 
Slave-maiket, at Cairo, 331 
Slavery, two Englishmen redeemed from, 3 r 
Snow, falls of, at Constantinople on the 12th 
of March, 93 

Soldiers, Turkish, pay and allowance of the, 

245 

Solomon, temple of Turkish mosque, built 

on the site of the, i ^6 

, pools of, idz 

j garden of, 163 

Sphynx, the, description ofj 324 
Stancho, island of, beauty and fertility of,i 14 
, immense plane-tree in, ibid. 

Stance, island of, or the ancient Cos> 434 
town of, 435 

, population, and productions of the, 

* 435> 436 

Standard of the Turkish army, 23 1 

, consecration of, by the Mufti, 6 
Syria, climate, fece of the country, soil, and 
productions of, 210-- 214, 222 

i goats and sheep of, 214 

, horses of, 2x5 

> camels and hedgins, ibid. 

^ t abject state of the husbandmen- t a 




